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than were presented by their parents to me in Kattywar with feelings of 
affeption and delight. From these feelings, which were publicly displayed, 
and which had all the appearance of the most tender maternal effusion, 1 
must own, that I thought myself warranted in entertaining the most sanguine 
hopes that this blot on human nature would be utterly eradicated. 

In the present state of the subject, and with reference to the peculiar state 
of the society in which this crime prevails, I would take the liberty of 
suggesting some remedial measures, which may still avert the fate of those 
unhappy children. 

The first circumstance which requires attention is to see the people often, 
and, by a frequent intercourse, to inspire them with sentiments more favourable 
to humanity. It is scarcely to be expected that the Jharejas will seek our 
society without greater encouragement than it is the habit of our countrymen, 
generally speaking, to afford to the Natives of India; and we must, therefore, 
vi.sit them in their villages. They must be sought out in their recesses, 
invited to attend the ])ublic Kucherees, and the subject brought as often as 
possible under public discussion. This should not be done in a controversial 
manner, but with the complacency and benevolence of instruction, which seeks 
rather to convince than to confute an unreasonable opponent. In these situa¬ 
tions, opportunities would frequently arise of enforcing the heinous nature of 
the offence, of calmly discussing its tendency, of exposing its crime, and of 
contrasting the abominable practice with the universally contrary usage of the 
rest of mankind. By the effect of example, by the force of conversation, and 
by diffusing good and just notions of human nature, these men would be gra¬ 
dually alienated from their absurd and guilty conduct. In every attempt to 
arrest this crime, the Brahmins, and the precepts of the Hindoo religion, 
would be a powerful aid. That religion is directly opposed to the practice, 
and 1 always found the Brahmins most willing coadjutors in this cause of 
humanity. By these means, by a constant attention to the subject, by fre- 
((uently assembling the Jharejas, and by using the immense mass of conci¬ 
liatory methods in our power, the practice might surely be eifectually 
suppressed. It is not founded on religion; it is disavowed by the great body 
of the people ; and prevails only among a single tribe. 

They would not withstand any systematic exertion which might be 
directed to its overthrow; and, in fact, did it not yield to an attempt which 
was made in a doubtful situation, amidst a multitude of other occupations, and 
which was not pursued for a long time ? The same facilities, and greater, now 
exist to ensure success. The Gaekwar authority may be disposed more readily 
to co-operate with us, while our own is better established, and while we possess 
an actual share in the government of the country. The collector of the newly 
acquired revenue in * Kattywar would be a natural and an essential agent in 
this humane work. By means of the police, which is under his control, and by 
the frequent intercourse which his office obliges him to hold with the Natives, 
would he have opportunities of communication, superior, perhaps, to any other 
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Trom Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, Resident at Baroda, 

To F. Warj>en, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 21th May 1805. 

*-*#**####* 

It may not be superfluous to observe^ for the information of the Honorable 
the Governor in Council, that both these families (Dherol and Nowanuj^gur 
Chieftains’) came originally from Bhooj, but have been established from a 
remote period in Kattywar; that “Jam” is a title, or surname, assumed only 
by the elder branch, and that both are distinguished by the no less e.xtraordinary 
than barbarous practice of putting their female children to death in their 
infanev. 


From F. Wardex, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, Resident at Baroda. 

Dated Qth June 1805. 

Sir, — I am directed by the Honorable theGove-nor in Council to acknow¬ 
ledge the receipt of your letter dated the 27th ultimo. 

2. With respect to the usage adverted to in that letter,, of Female Infanti¬ 
cide, it is known to the Honorable the Governor in Council to be equally prac¬ 
tised among all the Jharejas,^or those who are of ^he same caste with the family 
of the present Raja of Kutch, besides being probably diffused, more or less, 
amongst several other classes on the borders of that country, into all which 
you are desired to cause full inquiry to he made, with a view to ascertain 
'• whether these people might not by perseverance be restrained from a practice 
so abhorrent to all principle and natural feeling, particularly in as far as the 
same may be found anywhere to exist within the Gaekwar’s, or the Peshwa’s, 
or our own part of Guzerat, which a beginning might be made, by inducing 
the parties to sign such an agreement as the Honorable the President took in 
1789 from a like race of infanticides, called Rajkoomars, in a remote district 
of the division of.Benares, then under his charge, of which some account, and 
ji copy of the said deed or writing, will be found in. a dissertation from Lord 
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Teignmouth in one of the volumes of the ** Asiatic Researches,” a manuscript 
copy of which Agreement is enclosed. 

3. Tlie ITonorable the Governor in Council desires on this occasion that 
you will communicate with Soonderjee Sewjcc, of Mandvee in Kutch, now on 
his way to Baroda, and endeavour to gain his assent to becoming the Com¬ 
pany's Agent for effecting the abrogation in that quarter of so detestable and 
atrocious a custom. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) F. Warden, 

Bombay Castle, ^th June 1805. Secretary to Government. 


From Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, Resident at Baroda, 

To F. Warden, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Bated 21th July 1805. 

Sir, —I have the honour to forward, for the information of the Honorable 
the Governor in Council, a translation of a letter* received from Soondcijee 
Sewjee, of Kut- h, with a copy of my reply. 

By tlic latter, ihe Honorable the Governor in Council will observe that I 
have adopted the first measure which I conceived to bo necessary for the 
execution of their commands, communicated in your letter of the Gth ultimo, 
by requesting Soonderjee to aftbrd me such information relative to the 
barbarous practice alluded to therein as might enable me to ascertain its 
extent and prevalence, previous to any attempt to effect its abrogation through 
his agency, which, by suddenly alarming his prejudices, might retard the 
reform which the humanity of the Honorable the Governor in Council is 
desirous to introduce. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) A. Walker, 

Baroda, 21th July 1805. Resident. 


Extract from a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker to Soonderjee 
Sewjee, of Kutch, dated 2bth July 1805. 

I have understood that among the caste of Jharejas there exists a custom of 
putting th(;ir female children to death, and that they receive their women fron^ 
other castes. I have also learned that the Raja of Kutch is one of this caste. 
To ascertain the real particulars of this custom would be very desirable; 
therefore I request you would inform me of the origin and continuation ofthis 
practice, and in what manner the infants are destroyed; also how far this 
custom is prevalent among the other tribes of Rajpoots, and the number of 
children who may suffer annually from this practice. ^ 

* This letter is omitted from this Selectiou os it does not relate to the subject of Infanticide. 
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From Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, llcsidcnt at Baroda, 

To F. Warden, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated Isi SqUemler 1805. 

Sir, —I have the honour to enclose, for the information of the Honorable 
the Governor in Council, a translation of a letter received from Soonderjec 
Sewjee, of Kutch, communicating some particulars relative to the practice of 
Female Infanticide among the tribe of Jliarejas, and some information on the 
state of affairs among the Chieftains bordering on the Gulf of Kutch. 

2. The Honorable the Governor in Council will observe, with regret, that 
so laqje a number of innocent children annually suffer from the prevalence of 
the barbarous custom of Female Infanticide among the caste of Jharejas ; but 
the custom seems limited to that tribe inhabiting Kutch and Kattywar, as 1 
liavc not been able to trace its existence among any other people of Guzerat. 

3. I have the honour to enclose a copy of a letter written to Soondeijee on 
the subject of this custom, but I fear the humane attempt of the Honorable the 
Governor in Council will not be successful to any great extent in restraining 
the superstitious and religious prejudices of a tribe which are so far removed 
from the authority of the British Government, and so little acquainted with 
the principles of improved society. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) A. Walker, 

Barodof Isi September 1805. Resident. 


Bxtract from a Letter from Soonderjee Sewjee, of Kutch, to Lieutenant 
Colonel A. Walker, dated 13</i August 1805. 

The drowning of the daughters of the Jharejas proceeds from this cause :— 
In this country there is no one who can marry into the tribe of Jharejas, where¬ 
fore they drown their daughters ; and there may be annually five or six hun¬ 
dred births among the Jharejas, inasmuch as the Chieftains of Moorvee, llal- 
lar, Gondul, Waghur, Kutch, and Kalikat, are all Jharejas, and are all related, 
and among relatives it isTiiot customary for Hindoos to marry. Except relatives 
there are none^of their own tribe. Such is the custom of the Jharejas. 


From Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, Resident at Baroda, 

To Soonderjee Sewjee. 

3^ Dated Isf September 1805. 

I have been favoured with your letter of the 13th instant (August 1805), 
d^ctailing some customsjof the caste of Jharejas. 

1 have to recpiest that on this interesting subject you will in you;* next letter 
be more partieftdar, and detail every circumstance relative to the inhuman 
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custom which is practised by the Jharejas in putting their female children to 
death in their infancy. 

The prevalence of such a barbarous custom must be a subject of regret to 
all the friends of humanity, and the more so to the British Government, whose 
views, being ever directed to promote the happiness of their own subjects and 
neighbours, cannot learn without horror that five or six hundred innocent 
children are annually put to death, who, if suffered to live, would contribute 
so much to increase the population, and the consequent prosperity of the 
country in which they abide. 

This custom is the more extraordinary and reprehensible as it is expressly 
forbidden by the Hindoo laws, and in the Brahma Bywant Pooran is called 
a great crime—in the Pooran it being written that killing even a foetus is as 
criminal as killing a Brahmin; and the same Pooran condemns the perpetrator 
to suffer in the hell, called Nirka, for as many years as there are liairs on the 
child’s body. 

It would, therefore, be a very acceptable service to humanity, highly grati¬ 
fying to Mr. Duncan and the British Government, and honorable to yourself^ 
if you could exert your influence to put a stop to such a barbarous custom. 

When the Honorable Mr. Duncan was in charge of the province of 
Benares, he j)ut a stop to the custom, which was then practised by a caste 
called Rajkoomars, by getting the caste to sign an agreement, by which any 
one who committed this crime should be expelled from the tribe, and neither 
eat, drink, nor sleep with the members of it, besides suflering the punishment 
denounced in the Pooran. If such an agreement could be executed in Kutch, 
it would probably be effectual. 

(Signed) A. Walker, 

Darodoy Septanher 1805. Resident. 


Extract from a Letter from the Government of Bombay to Lieutenant Colonel 
A. Walker, dated the'drd April 1807. 

It is recommended to you to endeavour to include in the engagements 
with the Moorvee and other Chieftains habituated to the lamentable practice of 
destroying their female infants, to renounce a usage so repugnant to every 
humane and natural feeling, for which you are authorised to citp to this preju¬ 
diced class of society the similar abandonment which has happily Ibeen 
obtained from bodies of the Company’s subjects under the immediate influence 
of the Supreme Government, their knowledge of which may materially con¬ 
tribute to facilitate their own acquiescence to a like amelioration, as far as 
respects their family concerns. 


Extract from a letter from Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker to the Govern- 
* ment of Bombayy dated 2Qth June 1807. * 

1 was the more particularly induced to retain Penguel Sing, conceiving from 
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his personal acquaintance and influence with the Chieftains and Dhoomias 
of that division of Kattywar called Tfallar, which is principally inhabited by 
the caste of Rajpoots, called Jharejas, who are addicted to the abominable 
practice of Female Infanticide, that the humane and benevolent views which 
the Honorable the Governor in Council entertains of rendering this practice 
less frequent may be thereby considerably promoted. 

1 shall hereafter have the honour to forward, for the notice of the Honorable 
the Governor in Council, the information collected by Penguel Sing relative 
to this custom, by which its extent and prevalence will be observed. 

Penguel Sing describes it as an ancient and immemorial custom, confirmed 
by prejudice and family pride; but that there are also many instances of 
parental aflection overcoming this horrid propensity, and that under the 
influence of the Honorable Company’s Government the practice may be 
considerably ameliorated. 


Extract from a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, Resident at 

Rarodaf to the Government of JSombai/, dated Rajkot, 2C)th January 1808, 

It would be improper to dismiss this report without noticing that the Jhareja 
Rajpoots are those who have been distinguished in this part of India by the 
practice of Female Infanticide; but it is only necessary to advert to the. 
circumstance on this occasion. 

The solemn and written engagements of the Chiefs, renouncing, in their 
own name and that of their posterity, this horrible usage in future, will form 
the subject of a separate letter; and although the first efforts to suppress this 
extraordinary custom met with a strenuous opposition, it is very gratifying 
for me to report that the success of the measure has been universal and 
complete.* 


From Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, Resident at Baroda, 

To the Honorable Jonathan Duncan, Governor of Bombay. 

Dated 15<A March 1808. 

liuNORADLE SiR, —The abolition of the singular custom of Female Infan¬ 
ticide formed an object of my early and anxious attention during the late 
service. 

* In reply to this letter the Qgivernment of Bombay on the 7th March 1808 applauded 
Lieutenant Colonel Walker’s success in obtaining from the Jhareja Chieftains the rcnuncia- 
«bn of the practice of Female Infanticide, which had prevailed amongst them, the cessation of 
which, if duly carried into effect, to ensure which Government was satisfied that ofiicer*s atten¬ 
tion would continued, would, it was remarked, constitute an era in the province of Kattywar 
of more importance then all the occurrences of that people’s otherwise sufficiently e%’entful 
history. 
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2. I have already* had the honour to state generally the success wliich has 
attended this measure ; but, before I proceed to detail its progrc'ss and circum¬ 
stances, I shall endeavour to ascertain the origin and history of a practice the 
most barbarous that ever t)wed its existence either to the wickedness or 
weakness of human nature. 

Ik The early <!ustt)nis and history of every people • are obscure and 
fabulous. 

4. The TTindoos, with a facility projioidonate to their credulity, generally 
ascribe their peculiar iustitulions to a (livine origin, and, by connecting their 
observance with religious duties, they liave passed inviolate through many 
ages. 

ft. This, probably, more than any other cause, has maintained that great 
distinction which is evident between the Hindoos and other nations, and also 
between their own castes. The lurcc of the same sentiments luis rendere<l 
institutions favourable to morals and humanity ecpially venerable and per¬ 
manent, us it has sanctioned many that are absurd and criminal. 

0. The displ-^asure and anthority of the Supreme Being is naturally, and 
with pi-opriety, lesorted to in su|)p(n t of customs or rites which tend to the 
suj)[)resHi()n of .ee, and to the welfare of s<»eicty. 

7. Wlien the customs and rites of any people arc harmless, whatever form 
they assume, and troin whatever source tlu'y may be derived, they are entitled 
to toleration and ])rotcetion ; but they ought to la; punisl)e4 or amended wlieri 
their evident tendency is to diminish popiihition, and to alienate the natural 
ullectiojis of mankind. Of this dcscriptii^n is the cnstf)m of Female Infanticide, 
which prevails among the tribe of Jlujpoots denominated Jharejus. 

H. The tra<liti(mary and legendary accounts of tin; J lindoos, although some- 
^ times ingenious, are often the wihl and extravagant fictions of a rude and 
superstitions people ; but the oral account of the savage; and atrocious custom 
of Infanticide is comprised in a simple narrative*, and exliibits, under a slight 
disguise, a remote historical event. 

9. The .Ihartjas relate that a powerful Raja of their caste, who had a 
daughter of singular beauty ami accennplislnnents, desired his Rajgorf or 
family Brahmin to alliance her te) a prince of de*sei t and rank ee]ual to lier own. 

10. The Rajgor travelled over many countries without discovering a 
Chief who possessed the requisite qualities, for where wealth and power were 
combined, personal acconiplishinenls and virtue were defective. In like 
manner, where the advantages of thc miiid and the body were united, those of* 
fortune and rank were wantinsr. 

* Vide extract at page 322 of this Selection of Lieutenant Colonel Walker’s letter dated 
the 25th January 1808., 

t Tlie Kajgur, otherwise called Kaj^ooron, is literally the |)rii‘st, tutor, or preceptor of a 
llnja; but the term is applied to the doniostio llrahtuiu of auy family in this coimtiy. The 
Kattces, and ?ven every individual of a caste, has a Rajgor. In the ircninsfla and Kutch the 
Kajgors are a distinct tribe. 

13 (j 
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II. Tlio liaj^or rcliini(‘d, and reported to the [iriiice tlmt liis nlis.^ion had 
not proved suceessfid. 

I'J. This intolliocnee gave the Ihija ninoh atlliction and oonoorn, as the 
lliiidoos reckon it to he the first duty of parents to ju’ovide suitable husbands 
fltr their daugliters; and it is reproachful that tliey should pass the ago of 
puborly without having been affianced, and be under the necessity of living in a 
state of celibacy, 

III. Th(! JJaja, however, rf;jcctcd and strongly reprobated every match for 
his daughter which he conceived inferior to her high rank and jH'ifcctions. 

14. In this dilennna the Kaja coiisulted his l{ajL,or, and the Ihalnnin 
advised him to avoid the censure and disgrace, which would ait'*nd the princess 
i<*maining unmarric'd, by having recourse to the desperate e.xiiedicnt of 
jmtting his daughter to death. 

lo. The llaja was long averse to this expedient, and roinonsirated again.^t 
the murder of a woman, which, enormous as it is represented in the J^hasters, 
would bo aggravated when c.onnnitU'd on his own olfspring. 

1(1. The llajgor at length removed the Ihija’s sci iipli's, by consenting to 
load himself with the guilt, and to become in his own person responsible for 
all the eonsecpiences of the sin. Accordingly the ])rincess was put to death, 
and Female Infanticide was from that time practised by the .lharejas, 

17. From this narrative, curiosity receives little gratification,and the mind 
no pleasure. It resembles the tales of infancy, rather than tiu* grave history 
(>fa transaction involving the fate, of a nunu'rous jmrtion of tlu'humiin race. 

18. This, however, comprises all the information which the .lharejas |k)ssoss 
of the origin of a custom so contrary to the dictates of nature, and which is 
justitiable on no plea, as it gratifies no reasonable passion. 

19. Notwithstanding this inad(M|uate and unsatisfactory account ol* the 
origin of Infanticide, many whimsical and absurd institutions like; this arc 
dependent less on reason than on particular cncumstanccs, which in the course 
of many ages give them importance and influence. 

20. Tlu're is nothing too extravagant and prejiosterous for the human 
mind to believe, and for men to practise; but there were also mofives and 
contingent circumstanci's which might op(n-at(i to the progress and continua¬ 
tion of this inhinnar custom of the Jharejas. 

ijl. The forms and maxims, and all the religious tenets of the Tlindoos, arc 
strongly opposed to the crime of Infanticide. 

22. Whatever may have been tlio motives that led the Jharejas to embraoe 
the extraordinary practice of destroying th(*ir daughters, eonveniency and 
j)oliey have contributed to continue and extend it. 

24. The scruples of*religion and conscience were hilled and ipiietod by 
the ideal security of another race being responsible for thc»crime; opinions and 
habits, for which at first we have no aversion, as they grow familiar rise into 
consideration, ,nnd establish their ascendancy. 

24. The s«Vcrstition of the Jharejas easily reconciled them to the c.xpc- 



THE PROVINCE OF HUZEUAT. 


325 


ilient pi’oposod by the Rajp;or, which freed them from the fear and consequence 
of sin, ami undi'rmincd their compassion and affection for their oflspring. 

25. The sentiments of nature and humanity were supplanted by the passion 
of avarice and pride, for thf' riglit of destroying their daughters grew into a 
)>rivil('ge, which they regarded as a distinction and honour peculiar to 
their caste. 


2(). Tlie liiufloo j)reeepts and customs concerning’ marriage are full of 
family distinctions, exa(‘t so many ohservanees, and impose so many restraints, 
tliat a military tribe like the .lharejas might not be reluctant to receive a 
dispensation. 

27. These restraints, when tlu'ir operation is strictly enforced, occasion 
many ineoiueniem es, and in some situations they may prove insurmountable. 

28. y\ll these diflleulties are felt more in the eases of women ll\an men, and 
the (;xj)ense attending their marriage is an obligation which the .lharejas 
consider it for tlu'ir interest and advantage to I)c exeni[)ted from. 

2!). According to the ancient liislory of the Jharejas, their first eonsider- 
ahle and wi'll ascertained establishment was in Sind ; hut by traditionary 
ai'eoujits, tliere is reason to lielicve that' tliey at one period (‘xtended, under 
didbrent deiioi .inutions, over a great part of I’ersia. 

JiO. Sind was one of tluj earliest ohjeets of the amhitiou of the fanatical 
Khalil's who succi'cded to the power and authority of Muhoim'd. As the 
conversion of infidels was the ostensible object of these conquerors, the 
grea(('st part of the inhabitants of I’ersiu ami Sind were obliged to cmhraeo 
th(‘ AJalioniedau faith. 

ol. It is ])robal)i(! that tlie, t:ustom of liifanticido ainong'st the Jharejas 
was a eons<‘(|iiem‘e resulting from the Alahomedan <‘om[uest of Sind. 

82. By the conversiou and eompiest of tiu* greater part of the inhabitants 
of Sind, who w’erc* nmloubledly l{aj|)oots before tliat event, the .lharejas were 
deprived of the usual means of disposing of their daughters in marriage. 

33. This event, or some ocenrrenee of a similar kind in the history of these 
tribes, which interrupted their intercourse ami their ancient habits, must, wc 
may eoiiclude, have arisen, and have been sutlieiently pow’erful to introduce 
the strange custom of Jnfanticidc. 


31. At the period of the conquest of Sind, tlie Jharejas were not arrived at 
that slate of society when the sentiments of humanity have much infiuenge ; 
hut, under the guidance of their passions and prejudices, they wore I’apahle of 
acutely fooling every circumstance that affected the honour of their family . 
or caste, 

35. TJie Jharejas, finding themselves suddenly surrounded by tribes who 
had embraced a new fiiilli, and precluded thereby from marrying their 
daughters to those* amongst whom they were formerly accustomed to 
contract matrimonial engagements, may, under such circumstances, have 
preferred the exjicdiont suggested, and encouraged by superstition, of destroy¬ 
ing tlieir female offspring. 
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They may have adopted this dreadful expedient in preference to the 
sill of rearing their daughters in a state of celibacy, or of exposing themselves 
io die disgrace which would be incurred by incontinency; and the policy of 
tiu ir Chief may have cither concurred in, or invenli’d the delusive responsibi¬ 
lity of the Ilajgor. 

37. The credulity and superstition of the Jliarejas would not suspect the 
ineompetency of the intervention of their llrabrnins; and this viuieration for 
the advice of religious precejitors is not a new sentiment, nor is it peculiar to 
any religion. 

38. \Vc know that the Jharejas maintained theii independency in Sind 
for a long period, and resisted their invaders with spirit and fortitude. It is 
probable that they were not completely subdued until obliged to migrate into 
Kiileh, where they (established thems(*lv(^s, and retaim d their own I’eligion. 

39. fiat before this event, the insiihited situation of the .lhairjas in Sind, 
amongst tribes of dillcrent classes I'rom themselves, ami tin* exjiense and risk 
that would attend the sending of their daughters to countrii's where they 
might be affianced to Ttajpootsofa proper descent, had impelled the Jharejas 
to have recourse to Infanticide, lieing jirecluded from disposing of their 
daughters in their own vicinity, they were sacriticedto their prid(‘, convenience', 
and sup(‘rstitiou. 

40. In subsequent times, when the emigration of the Jharejas into Knteh 
and (iuzerat, inhabited by Hajjioots, offered abimdancci of husbands for their 
daughbTS,, and removed t!ie plea for their destrnction, the custom had been 
established, and was considen'd as one of their unalienable rights. 

41. The Jharejas had also conceived many barbarous notions of their own 
superiority, and they undervalued or despised the tribes amongst whom they 
had obtained a compulsory settlement. 

42. The eircuii'stance of eonqnesl, iindt r which they settled in Kutch and 
(Juzerat, confirmed tliis seiitiineiit of snpenonfy. As the Jharejas came from 
a distant eoimtry, they had many foreign and strange habits ; and their 
Devee, or household god, was different from the worship of the other Raj¬ 
poots among whom they were now cstublishcd. 

43. The custom of killing their daughters, wc may suppose, had by this 
time produced its effhe^ on the manners of the Jharejas ; and, as tlu'ir wars 
witl) the Musulmaus had made them more liardy and enterprising than the 
inhabitants whose possi'ssions they liad comiuen'd, the same cause would 
render them more arrogant and overbearing. 

44. This is still the character of the Jharejas. 

45. The history of the Jharejas, also, since they arrived in Kutch and 

Guzerat, hears (widcnce^bf their incapacity for government, and of their 
capricious and imprudent conduct. • 

46. It is necessary to mention these traits in the character of the Jharejas, as 
they would operate to maintain the practice of Infanticide after their settlement 
in this country,^and when the original pretence for its origin ceased to exist. 
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47. In what way soever the practice of Infanticide was introduced, it must 
he referred to tlie peculiar manners and political state of the people. The 
sequel will disclose the circumstances that at present maintain and preserve 
this barbarous custom. 

48. Stran"(n’s to parental emotions and afn;ctions, the great cause for 
destroying their children is avarice, and that they may not he exposed to the 
cares and exj)cnse attending their cstai)lishment in life. 

40. This was actually pleaded by the Jhareja Chieftains in defence of the 
pnictice, which <l(;j)rived th(*m, they said, of much care, vexation, and expense, 
and which had been so long in existence that the heinousness of the crime 
was altogether lost sight of in its antiipiity. 

50. The practice which prevailed in bmrope, and chiefly amongst the prin- 
(‘ij)al families, of jdacing their, daughters in nunneries, might be traced to the 
same motives that led the Jharejus to put theirs to death ; and both have 
originated in the desire of diminishing the cares and expense attending a 
numerous family. 

51. They also pleaded tlnur aversion to relincjuish a custom which they 
conceived to attach renown to their caste, and to distinguish it above all the 
other Jlajpool . in this quarter at l(;ast. 

52. In order to exjdain the oj)eration of these sentiments on the minds of 
the .Jharejas, it is necessary to anticipate a circumstance, and to mention 
that there are several instances of Jharejas who have allowed their daugh¬ 
ters to live. 

5.8. In those instances tliey an; instigated by their pride, and their ideal 
nohV)ns r)f siq)eriority, to give large marriage portions with their daughters. 

54. It is a maxim with them, that the daughter of a Jhareja, independent 
o ' her person, and flu; honour of their alliance, should carry wealth into the 
house of her husband, and be a valuable acejuisition to her new connexions. 

55. An instance, however, occurred in the j)etty Jhareja Chief of Katty- 
war saving a daughter, and afterwards contracting her in marriage to a son 
of Meroo Khawas. This was considered as an extraordinary instance of 
degradation, which even the pressure of necessity and interest could not excuse. 
The marriage w’as not consummated, and the father never permitted his 
daughter to repair to her husband’s house. 

5f). These sentiments are common to the rich and the poor, and have 
undoubtedly contributed to perpetuate the practice of Infanticide. 

57. In considering the causes wliich have tended to confirm and continue 
this pi’actice, considenible weight must be given to the apathy and indifference 
with which it lias ever been received by the rest of the Uajpoot families, and 
tlie Brahmins, who are numerous in this country. 

58. It does nohappear that any effort has been made for the general sup¬ 

pression of this crime, for which they possessed a simple and effectual remedy, 
by refusing to afliance their daughters to the Jharejas, unless on the condition 
of rearing their female offspring. * 
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51). Siidi an idea never seems to liave oecurred to the other Hajpoots ; on 
the contrary, they appear to have countenanced the practice of Infanticide, not 
only Ijy intermarrying their daughters with the .iharejas, but by allowing them 
to l)(‘(!ome the instruments of murdering their own offspring. 

()0. These Ibijpoots were led to this unnatural compliance fro»n the case 
and facility W'ith which their accjuiescence enabled them to inuri v their daugh¬ 
ters. To this interc'sfed motive they appear to have sacriliced the seutiiiu'nls 
of redigion and humanity without any r(‘pugnaiu;e. 

()1. Th(;y excus(>d, how’ever, to me, and endeavoured to palliate their want 
of sensibility, by ])leading the immediate usages of caste, and the imju’oprit'ty 
of interlering in those of the .Iharejas. 

(i'2. ('uriosity will naturally be excited to learn the forms and methods 
observed in committing these Infanticides, and whether they were attended 
by any camipunetion and ceremony. 

()d. I'he common exjwessions for 1 nfanticide arc*, Deehreo marne iic clmJ, or 
“ the custcjin of killing daughters,” and Nance deehree manic ne clad, or “ the 
custom of killing young daughters.” In conversation, and in discussing the 
sid)ject with the .Iharejas, the term used was Dcckrcc habut, or “ the artic-le 
of ti iris.” 


bd. The subject is disgusting, and I .shall endoavom' to state briefly the 
rc'sult of my incpiiries. Although the .Tharcj.is spt)ke frec'ly of the custom of 
putting tlu'ir daughtc*rs to death, and without d(*lic'aey, and without any pain, 
they were more reserved on the* mode of their execution, and appeared at first 
unwilling to be cpic'stioned on the subject. 

fio. d'hey usually replied that it was an alfair of the women ; it belonged 
to the, nursc*,ry, and made no part of the busiiic*ss of the men. They at last, 
howewer, thrc'w off this reserve. 

(if). The following is the translate* of a memorandum from Wassonjee 
k’swurjee, a Nagur Brahmin, who attended the -amp in the rpiality of N'ukec'l 
from the (fondid (’hief:—“When the; wives of the Jhareja Jlajpoots are de¬ 
livered of daughtcTS, the womc*n who may be with the mother repair to the; 
oldest man in the house; this pc;rsc)n d(‘'<ires them to go to him who is the 
father of the infant, and do as he dirc'cts. On this the women go to the father, 
who dc*sires them to do as is c;ustomary, and so to inform the mother, d'he 
woinc,;n then repair to the mothc;r, and tell her to act in conformity to their 
usages. The mother next puts ojnura on the ni])plc of her breast, whic-h the 
child inhaling with its milk, dies. The above is one custom, and the follow¬ 
ing is another: whc;n the child is born, they place the navel string on its 
mouth, when it expires.” 

()7. I'rorn the cronversa^ons of the .Iharejas, it appears that the opium is 
]jut into the mouth of the child; but the mode of adnnnist(*,ring this drug 
described by Wassonjee may have given rise to the opinion that the* .Iharejas 
drown tlic;ir daimhters, by throwing them, as soon as they arc bqrn, into a 
vessel of milk. 
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fi.S. From every inquiry T could not undorstjind that the Jharejas ever piiTf. 
tlieir daiijihtcrs to death after this manner ; but the story may have had its 
in the Idea of the infant imblbinj^ poisoned milk, or from an expression 
which is asen!)ed to tlie lather, wlio, wlien the birth of aihinj>hter isannouneed, 
witli brutal e<)uivoca1.ion says to the attendants, Dhood jullann. 

b!). This is but a popular story, and, indejKuidently of the cireumstanee of 
few infants snekinjj; immediately on tlie birth, tlie placing of opium on the 
nipple would etfeetuully prevent it. 

70. The true mamu'r by which tin* .Iharejas kill their daughtei’.s, as received 
from tin* (jhiidtains of llajkotand Jallia, is subsequently ndated. 

71. There is, apparently, neitlier merit nor d(*uierit attached to the saving 
of their dauiihhas ; but, althotigh the act is optional and voluntary, it secans 
more reputable to destroy them. Tin; few instances that have been traced to 
the contrary woidd establish that the practice of Infanticide was consi(h‘red 
more hf)norable ; for although the motive may be gross and selfish, it is the 
natural disj)osition of num to ascribe* their actions, esj)ecially when they ar(i 
deviations from mitural ]>rineiples, to illustrious and generous source's. 

If a father wishes to preserve a (laughter, he previously apjaises his 




wife and fam y, and his eouiuiands an; obeyed; if a mother entertains the 
wish of |)reserving a daughter, and her husband is averse to if, the inliint 
must b(* put to death. 

7 :). Then* are, however, instances wherein the blandishments and influence 
of the mother have succeeded in saving the infant, by <d)t‘ainiug' tlu^ revocation 
of the decree for its destruction ; but these instances of maternal solicitude an^ 
either infreipient, or but seldom successful. 

7d. The father sometimes expressly orders the infant to be ]nit to death, 
probably when he susj)ects some tcmh'ucy or intention of the mother to 
jireserve it; but, in general, this sanguinary intimation is unnecessary, as a 
total sih'iicc on the. part of the husband is considered to imply his unalterable 
resolution that the child, if a female, should perish. 

7 o. To rend(u* this deed, if possible, more horrible, the mother is com¬ 
monly the executioner of her own oflspring. Women of rank may have tlieir 
slaves and attmidants, who perform this olliec!; but the far greater number 
execute it with their own hands. 

76. This eomplianeo of the women must appear the more extraordinary, 
as they belong to castes who rear their femahis, and are brought up in families 
wlu're their own existence is evidence against this unnatural ])i’actice; hut 
as tlu'y arc betrotlied at an early age, tlu’y imbibe the superstition of 
tlieir husbands, and some of them appeared even as advocates for this 
custom. 

77. They have iiecn known to pride themselves, like the .Iharejas, and to 
consider their murder as an act of duty; an act which those females, who are 
mild, modest, and aflectiouate, would, if married into any otli^r caste, hold in 
detc.stution. 
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' 78. They appear to have several rnetliotls of destroyini^ the infant, but two 
arc prevalent. 

71). Immediately after the birth of a female, they put into its mouth some 
opium, or draw the umbilical cord over its face, which prevents its resj)iration. 
But the d(;struetion of so tender and youni; a subject is not diilicult, and it is 
effected without a strujiiih*, and probably without pain. 

80. The natural weakness and debility of the infant, when nciilectcd and 
left unclcancd some time, causes its death without the necessity of actual vio' 
lence; and sometimes it is laid on the ground, or on a plank, and h'ft to expire. 

81. These accounts I learnt in conversation with .Jhareias, and j)refer 
them to lh(5 information of the translated memorandum. 

82. The infant, after it is destroyed, is placed in a small basket ('utiroly 
naked, and iii this state carried out and interred. In Kattywar, any of the 
female attendants of the family perform this ollice, but in Kutch it is done by 
the domestic Hajgor. 

83. The Uajgors who bury the infants that perish receive a fee of one 
Koorec, which is a coin c(|uivalcnt in value to one-third of a rupee, and 
a meal. 

84. In Kutch, the female llajgors are the executioners of tlu* infant instead 
of the mother, and this s(‘ems to approach m'arcr to the origin of the custom. 

80 . The birth of a daughter is considered by Hindoos of every descrip¬ 
tion as an inf(*rior event, and they rarely make it the subject of congratula¬ 
tion or festivity, while the birth of a son is celebrated with every ostentation 
and hilarity. 

8fj. It is not, thendbre, surprising that on the birth of a daughh'r, which 
they may have, evam preserved, and predeteruiined to bring up, a .Jhnreja family 
should discover ne demonstration of joy ; the event is allowed to pass over in 
silence, us if they were ashamed of it. 

87. Should any itupiisitive person ask a .Ihareja the result of the pregnancy 
of his w ife, if it were a female, he would answcir “ nothing”; and this expres¬ 
sion, in the idiom of the country, is sulliciently significant. 

88 . The infant is invariably j)ut to death immediately on its birth, and it 
would be considered a^cruel and barbarous action to deprive it of life after it 
liad been allowed to live a day or two. 

89. Although instances of this cool and deliberate murder may be very 
rare, yet, from the; examination of a Jhareja who was reported to me as having 
•been guilty of this deed,* I have reason to believe they sometimes occur. 

* The instance alluded pt- here was a Jhareja who was reported to have murdered his 
daughter after she had been preserved for some days. This cireumstiiuce also illustrates 
another superstitious ceremony of the Tlindoos. 

A Jhnreja of llttjkot was accused of causinj;, accordin{» to the custom of his cnslc, his infant 
daughter to be destroyed. This was just at the period when most of the Chiefs had subscribed 
to an engagement Air renouncing the practice. 

Although this deed was supjiosed to have hecii committed before the penalties of the 
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90. The death of a daughter is generally viewed by a Jhaveja as a*^ 
infallible consequence after its birth, and it is considered to be an event ot' 
such insignificance that he is seldom apprised of it. The occurrence excites ' 
neither surprise nor inquiry, and is never made a subject even of conversutioiir- 
It is attended by no ceremony, and publicity is avoided. 

could be enforced, I conceived it necessary to notice the circumstance, ami to 
t*!nhrac(‘ every occasion of marking; with disapprobation and horror the commission of this 
nnnatursil crime. 

T!ie circumstance, also, was related to me as attended with uncommon barbarity. It uas 
stat.(‘d that some time previous to the deliver}^ of the .Iharcja woman, the Chief of Rajkot had 
caused it tt) he intimated to her that if she should he delivered of a daughter it sliould hi' pre¬ 
served. At the lime of delivery the husband was abroad, and his wife, who hn])))encd to give 
bntli to a daughter, followed the injunctions of her Chief, and, no doubt, her own inclination, 
by sa^ iiig the life of the infant. Two or three days after this event, the husband n^tunied, 
aiul with the most brutal rage threatened to kill his wife, and immediately ordered his daiightm* 
to be de>trove(l. In this manner the cirenmstanees were related to me, and Dadajee, flie 
idiief of Rajkot, who resided in iny camp, confirmed tlic fact of the delivery, and the injniie- 
lions which ho had issued for preserving the oftspring. 

T1h‘ attendance '‘f the .Iharcja was obtained; but as he aflirmed, with appearances also in 
liis favour, that ^he eliild had died a natural death, we were contented, in a case wliere 
comjilctc ovideii could not be procured, to have recourse to the expedient of deciding tlie 
ipieslion by lot. 

This extraordinary mode of ap])cal to tlic divinity may he traced among most nations, and 
it Is still practised nmoiig the Hindoos. The appeal lioing sfn})])oscd to he made in tlic pr<‘- 
seiici* of the divinity, it i.s attended by religions rites and ceremonies, and when it ha])peiis to 
lie a case of iinportarico, nothing is spared lo give tlie trial h soleuiii :ip]>uaraiiru. 

TIu* parties asseiiihlc, and ])rorefid to a })laci: of worsliij), iuroinpatiiud by their friends 
and Rr.ilnniiis. After tlie necessary Poojas and ceremonies arc over, chits or notes jire made ' 
out in the nann* of the deity unto ivhom the ajijieal is made; one of tliem inqilores that if 
Mich a one is innocent, the Dhiirnm note, or note declaring him innocent, may come forth; 
the otlier that the Pap note, if he is guilty, may come forth. 

T1m's(! notes are thrown into a cloth, or into o vessel; and the parties, or those whom they 
may appoint, draw the tickets which are to decide the contest. 

The following is another instance of recourse to the tri.!! by lot, in tlie decision of a civil 
case, but the dubious nature of which was not decided thereby. The object was to uscertaia 
whether some words in a will were original or forged. 

This case had been referred to arbitration, but the arbitrators were not able to say whether 
the words were the handwriting of the deceased or not; however, they determined to put six 
tickets before the god, viz. three in favour of the complainant, and three in favour of the 
defendant, to ttriow whether the words in question were in the handwriting of the deecused 
or not. The first time the ticket was in favour of the defendant, and two subsequent times 
ill favour of tlie eomplainant. If the three tickets had been in favpur of cither party, he 
would have had the ease decided in his favour. 

The following are translates of the notes which were used in the instance of the Jhareja ; 
it is unnecessary to add he was acquitted 

No. 1.—Prosperity! Shree Runchoijce is infallible! If Rajajcc Kurcberaw'alla killed his 
daughter, let the ftiji (a) chit, or note declaring the sin he has committed, come forth. 

No. 2.—Prosperity! Shree Runchorjee is infallible! IfRajajee Kurehcra’s daughter lia.s 
died a natural death, let the Dhurum (A) note, or note declaring him innocent, come forth. 

• I 

(rt) Po2>, sin, or crime. (*' Dhwum, religion, ciuufti7, iiuioccnce. 

•44 G 
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y 91;. The Jharejas spoke of it with the utmost levity, and are perfectly 
ifttiriferent with respeet to the mode of putting their female offspring to death, 
■ provided the inhuman deed is performed. 

' 92. Jessajee of Jallia has had three daughters : they were all put to death 

at the time of their birth. Jessajee attended the camp, is a man of intelli¬ 
gence, and served the detachment as a guide. The character and disposition 
of Jessajee both for humanity and propriety arc favourable ; but he has not 
the least compunction for the murder of these children, and considers the deed 
to be in every respect justifiable. 

93. The pi-actice of Infanticide appears to have been disf’ontimied by the 
descendants of the Jharejas who inhabit Sind, and who have become converts 
to the Mahomedan religion. 

94. 1 was told, however, of an exception, and that one of these converted 
tribes or families still follows the custom of their ancestors. 

9/). \ few of the Jhareja tribes of Kutch have also discontinued Infanti¬ 

cide, or practise it but occasionally; but my information was not clear and 
positive on this point. 

96. The following Jhareja families in that country were mentioned to me 
as systematically refraining from Infanticide, and their names deserve to be 
recorded; viz. the families of Bnlach, Hottan, Sar Kubur, Kotce, Ubra, Jarria, 
(jtuflim, Murassee, Mi^kara, Kaya, Ketreea, Mor, Uao, Jessa, Dcssa, Danrar, 
Dcttera, Joreea, Adreea, Verak, Kunerde, and Veem, are enumerated as 
rearing their daughters. 

97. Some of these families are of respectability in Kutch; but the far 
greater part of the inhabitants follow the practice without the least remorse. 

98. In the peninsula, although some individuals have occasionally preserved 
their daughters, it appears to have been the result of accidental circumstances 
and impressions, and not the effect of any steady resolution or principle. 

99. The origin of Infanticide among the Jharejas is not suj)posed to be 
more remote than five hundred years. 

100. As no disgrace or stigma is attached to the omission of this act, we 
might expect that natural affection would prevail over a barbarous custom; 
but this is overpowered by the inffuence of habits and prejudices, strengthened 
by little selfish views of econtNiiy and of domestic ease. 

101. 1 endeavoured to ascertain the motives of the Jharejas wljo preserved 
their daughters ; and by their own confession, tliis act of humanity did not 
proceed from parental feelings. 

102. It appeared to be inspired, not by motives of affection for the object, 

so much as by personal considerations, arising from the ideeis of metempsy¬ 
chosis, which are so universally|Mid rigidly observed by tlie Shravuk Banians 
who are the followers of Jaina. , 

103. These people consider it a sin to deprive any being or creature, how¬ 
ever mean or noxious, of life; and their doctrines are said to have made an 
impression on k few of the Jharejas. 
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104. It would be an interesting inquiry to a.sccrtain the number of fefcaa^es 
who perish aiinimlly from this detestable practice of Infanticide. This cotdd 
only be effected by a personal inspection, and a careful research amongst the 
.Thareja families, which might determine their numbers, and obtain a tolerably 
correct estimate of these casualties. 

106. The result of my information was too general, V£^;ue, and uncer¬ 
tain, to afford the data of an accurate calculation; but it may be still 
iisefid to state this information, as, although defective, it may convey some 
determinate notion of the extent of this offence against the first laws of 
human nature. 

106. I shall begin by stating an account which has the appearance of 
exaggeration. According to a loose computation, the number of Jhareja 
families iiihubitiiig Kutch and Kattyvvar is estimated at 126,000, and the 
number of female infants yearly destroyed to amount to 20,000. 

107. Ileing desirous, however, of reducing this inquiry to a state of greater 
certainty, I endeavoured to procure a particular list of the Jharejas inhabiting 
these countries. 

108. 1 found it impracticable to obtain this information of Kutch; but the 
following is a i account of the names and the number of Jhareja families 
inhabiting Hullar and Muchoo Kanta, furnished by an intelligent Native, and 
well acijuaintcd with that extraordinary race :— 

LUt of the Families of the different Tribes of Jharejas who inhabit Hallar and 

Muchoo Kanta, 


.1 am Zadeh, or the descendants of the Jams. 40 

ITurdul .. 600 

Doonguranec. 600 

Seesungeca... 100 

Kubeer .. 100 

Uewanee. 100 

Weebanec .. 600 

Lakanee. 100 

Moranee. 600 

Kunderya.. 100 

Ummar. 100 

Bharanee . 100 

Bhananee . ^0 

Amrun . 600 

Dil . 600 

Ilalla . 100 

Happa.^.*. 100 

Khumanee. 100 

Kana . 200 

Kao../.. 400 
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Jinlach . 100 

Other castes ... 500 


Total.... 5,390 

109. It is supposed that the annual number of Infanticides in the penin¬ 
sula of Gu/erat amounts to 5,000. 

110. Tlie number of Jharejas in Kutch, on the authority of the Natives, is 
ten times as many as those of llallar and Muchoo Kanta, and this would 
give us a population of 150,000 men; for all these calculations arc exclusive 
f)f women and children, who must, from the nature of the case, either be 
wives or boys. 

111. As a number of Jharejas in that country have disused Infanticide, 
without any formal renunciation, however, of the practice, the number of 
deaths may be estimated at 30,000. 

112. 1 shall, lastly, state the lowest estimate that I received of those 
murders ; and although its moderation may appear in favour of its truth, 1 am 
disposed to think this account as short of the number destroyed as the 
preceding is probably an exaggeration of this circumstance. 

113. These accounts, it is to be observed, do not j>retend to n^st on calcu¬ 
lation, but convey the opinions of persons well informed of the state; of the 
country. According to this authority the number of Infanticides annually in 
llallar and Muchoo Kanta are between 1,000 and 1,100, and in Kutch 
about 2,000. 

114. The disagreement of these estimates would probably defeat any 
attem])t to reconcile them, but they are sufficient to establish the enormity and 
magnitude of the crime. 

115. It has already been remarked that whenever a Jhareja saves his 
daughter he invariably exerts every means, sometimes to the impoverishment 
of his family, to obtain a respectable settlement for her in life. It is, perhaps, 
this strong desire that prevents the lower orders savuig their daughters. 

116. The instances that were reported to me of Jharejas who saved their 
daughters were of families of rank in the country; but these instances of 
humanity are few. 

117. 1 shall begin with stating the most remarkable instance, as it was the 
effect of conscience, although operating by a kind of double faculty. 

118. The Jhareja, Mokajee of Anundgur, one of the Bhyad of the Gondul 
Chief, renounced, after a short period, every matrimonial intercourse with his 
•wife, from the apprehension of begetting a daughter. 

119. This self-restraint was persevered in for several years, and Mokajee 
during that period patiently rested the scoffings and persuasions of his caste 
and relations, w'ithout being in the least diverted from his purpose. 

120. The case became serious, and the family assembled to prevent the 
^ misfortune, if possible, of Mokajee dying childless. 

121. After ^very other expedient had failed of success, Koombajee, the 
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late Chief of Gondul, iu his capacity of Teelat or head of the family, was 
obliged to lay a solemn and public injunction on Mokajee to preserve his 
daughters. On receiving the order of his superior, Mokajee returned to his 
wife, and had born to him, in succession, four daughters,—a circumstance which 
exposed him again to the taunts of the Jharejas, but which Mokajee appears 
to have supported with philosophical indiHerence. 

122. These daughters are still alive, and married to the present Chiefs of 
Drangdra, Wudwan, Limree, and Wankaneer. 

123. The motives that led Mokajee to pursue this conduct deserve to be 
explained ; but it is first necessary to mention that he had become a Kubcer 
Punt. 

124. The Kuhecr Punts form a sect of Byragees, who follow the tenets of 
Kubecr, a holy man, who lived about three hundred years ago. They deny in 
general the authenticity of the Shasters and Vedas ; and assert that God is one 
and indivisible, possessing in himself every attribute, ascribed by the Hindoos 
to diderent deities. They deny the Avatars or incarnations, and they place 
no confidence in the efficacy of the ceremonies of worship, and purification by 
washing in rivers; but put their whole trust in the sincerity of devotion, and 
in good works. 

125. Kubeer himself was a Mahomedan by caste, and a weaver by profes¬ 
sion. Ills disciples may be cither Mahomedans or Hindoos. On his death, 
the Mahomedans claimed a right to bury him, the Hindoos to bum him ; in 
consequence of which they quarrelled, and placed a sheet over the corpse, 
which, when they withdrew, they found the upper part of his body to be 
metamorphosed into a Toolsce plant, the favourite nympha of Krishna, the lower 
part into Kehan, an odoriferous herb of a green colour, the colour of the 
prophet Mahomed. 

126. As a zealous Jhareja, the honour and custom of his caste required 
that Mokajee should kill his daughters. As a Kubeer Punt, the principles of 
the sect rendered Infanticide unlawful and criminal. 

127. In this situation, Mokajee could only avoid disgrace or sin by that 
course of celibacy which he prescribed for himself, and from which he was so 
happily relieved by the commands of his Chief. 

128. The Chief of Kureura is the next instance of a Jhareja who has 
brought u|) his daughter, and who is now married to Wiijee Sing, the eldest 
son of the Thakoor of Bhownuggur. It was neither natuml affection nor 
any conscientious sentiment that made the Chief of Kursura save his 
daughter. 

129. The whole merit of this act of humanity is due to an Arab Jemadar, 
who gave up to this sordid and mercenary Chief all the arrears of pay which 
he had earned in his service, and which amounted to a considerable sum, on 
condition that he would preserve his daughter. 

130. It is more pleasing to relate the third instance, as it appears to have 
proceeded from the natural affections of a parent. Dadajed, the brother of 
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the present Chief of Rajkot, has preserved his daughter, and from his con¬ 
versation and manners I was fully impressed that it was the effect of principle 
and duty. 

131. A similar instance occurs in the example of Hoota jee, the Chieftain of 
Kotara Sunj^anee, who has preserved all his female offspring. 

132. It is to be observed that the families of Rajkot and Kotara are both 
in impoverished circuinstunces, and the principle that has led them to save 
their daughters is the more unquestionable and meritorious, as they have 
voluntarily burthened themselves with the great expense of providing for them. 

133. IJootajee is a professed robber, with whom sentiment and feeling 
might be supposed to bo strangers. The profession which he followed did 
not prevent my conversing with Hootajee, nor holding a pretty frequent in¬ 
tercourse with him. 

134. This man, with the aspect and manners of a barbarian, possessed all 
the feelings of natural affection, which led him to cherish his daughters, in 
oj)position to the usage and prejudices of his tribe. The daughters of Tloota- 
jee are between six and eight years of age, and he brought them both to my 
camp, where they were vaccinated. . 

135. 1 observed their father caressing them with pleasure, and exulting in 
them with true ])arental satisfaction, and their persons and manners were very 
interesting. 

136. It deserves remark, as exhibiting a strong feature in the character of 
the Jharejas, and of their feeling with respect to their daughters, that these 
girls Avore turbans, and were dressed and habited like boys. 

137. As if afraid or ashamed of acknowledging their sex, they assured me 
that they were not girls, and, with infantine simplicity, appealed to their father 
if it were not the case. 

138. The last instance which I shall mention of a Jhareja saving his * 
daughter is the Chief of Mallia, and 1 believe this comprises the whole number 
of existing cases that came to iny knowledge. 

139. The wife of this Thakoor prevailed on him to rear his daughter ; but 
notwithstanding this, he was one of the last who subscribed to the instrument 
for abolishing the practice of Infanticide. 

140. My reports for .the settlement of the revenue of this country have 
occasionally exhibited a solitary instance, wherein the Jharejas have saved as 
well as destroyed their daughters ; but my intercourse with the Jharejas 
brought me acquainted with several who had caused three or four of their 
female offspring to be put to death; and they spoke of the circumstance with 
the indifference incident to the most ordinary transaction. 

141. The Jharejas carefuff^ select their wives from the most respectable 
Rajpoot families; and although they give a general preference to the Jhalas, 
they may marry apparently into any of the numerous Rajpoot tribes. 

142. The Jharejas marry the daughters of the Jhala, Waghela, Gohel, Choo« 
rasama, Pirmdr, Surweya, Soda, Jetwa, Walla, and Wadul tribes; they give in 
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marriage such legitimate daughters as they preserve to any of these castes, but 
invariably endeavour to affiance them to the highest rank or tribe in their 
power.* 

143. Illegitimate daughters are not given in marriage to Rajpoots, but are 
bestowed on Musulmaus, or on Hindoos of an inferior caste, under the best 
circumstances they can select. 

144. 1 was told that the Jharejas, from the difficulty of procuring wives, 
were in the habit of marrying bastards and slaves ; but I was satisfied that 
this was an untruth. 

145. On asking Jessajee if this were ever the case, he appeared to feel 
great indignation, and to think that it was intended to insult him ; but, on 
explaining the motive of the inquiry, Jessajee acknowledged that the Thakoor 
of Banwur, under the hope of supporting himself through the great influence 

* The following memoranilnm from an agent of the Jemadar of Kutch Bhooj, who holds 
the present power of that principality, will illustrate this paragraph:— 

It has lieen a vulgar report that the Sodec, Sogdec, or Sowda caste, encourage the practice 
of Infanticide among the Jharejas, as their riches consist in their daughters, which the preser¬ 
vation of the Jhareja females would obstruct. The evidence of Koobccijeo is sufficient to 
prove that these ^ uneii only follow the practice in common with others, when united to a 
Jhareja; but it may also be obscr^’ed that the above reason could never operate, os the 
Jharejas or any Rajpoots never marry a woman bearing the same family name. 

Koobeerjee Mehta, agent of Futteh Mahomed, describes Rao Raidhun, the Raja of Kutch, 
to have had six wives : three are dead; the three that remain arc—a Jliala, a Sodec, and a 
Waghela. 

There is no distinction whatever in the customs of these castes; the ladies, from whatever 
caste, destroy their children when married to Jharejas, and not when married to any other. 

The Sodee would seem to be the same people ns are mentioned by Arrian, and quoted by 
Major Kennel; they arc also quoted in Vol. TI. of the Ayeen Akberee, under the Sirkar of 
Tatta, by the name of Sowra, and in the following extract from the Kholasce Tareckh, under 
the Soobha of Sind :— 

“ On the south, from Ueh to Guzerat, arc sandhills, inhabited by a tribe called Buthce, the 
residence of whose Chief is Jcysulmeer. 

“ From Bbikcr to Nuseerpoor and Amerkote, the country is inhabited by the Soda, Jhareja, 
and other Rajpoot Tribes.” 

^Vhether the Soda are the Sogdee mentioned by the historians of Alexander, must be as¬ 
certained where the sources of information arc more abundant; but there arc many reasons for 
believing that the tribes who opposed that conqueror arc still existing, and that their manners 
and insfitutions ore little altered from those of their ancestors. A comparison in this respect 
would be curious, and might be easily made, by referring to the original writers, who have 
related, although with exaggeration, the exploits of this hero. The tribes, however, who 
op^msed Alexander, will not be found exactly in the same situations that they occupied at that 
period. They have progressively advanced into India, wliile their former places have been 
supplied by nations equalling them in rudeness and barbarity, but surpassing them in courage 
and ferocity. The Kattec, the Jhala, the Jhareja, the Sodee, and other tribes, have succes¬ 
sively crossed (lie Indus*, and obtained more southern establishments; but it appears probable 
that they were obliged to seek for their new settlements from necessity, and not choice: the 
more warlike tribes of Arabia, Persia, Parthia, and Scythia, expelled them from their own 
country, and &rccd them into India. ' 



338 


SUPPRESSION OP INFANTICIDE IN 


which Mcroo Khawas possessed at Nowanuggur, was affianced to his 
daughter; but the contract was not completed, and the Thakoor never ad¬ 
mitted the woman into his house. Even the poorest and lowest Jhareja feels 
the utmost solicitude not to taint his blood by an improper alliance. 

146. It does not appear that the number of their wives is limited by 
any rule. 

147. The practice of concubinage is common among the Jharejas, and 
in forming these connections they are under little or no restraint with 
respect to caste. 

148. It will be observed that the settlement of their daujrhters born of 
Kaklielees or mistresses is attended with little expense or publicity; and the 
motives, therefore, which lead the Jharejas to destroy their legitimate daugh¬ 
ters do not in the former case exist with equal force. 

149. llao Lukput, the grandfather of the present Sovereign of Kuteh, had 
a daughter by a Rakhelee, whom he preserved, and afterwards married to 
Damajee Gaekwar. The name of this lady, who has since returned to Tilioqj; 
where she resides, is Mata Baec ; but from her alliance with Damajee she is 
commonly styled Baec Maharaj. 

150. It may be observed, however, that this marriage among the Murathas 
is reckoned of an inferior kind, called Klianda Luggun,* or a marriage cele¬ 
brated by the proxy of a sword; and the children would be considered 
illegitimate, or incapable of inheriting the Gaekwar Gadcc. 

151. Political reasons induced Uao Lukput to form this connection with 
Damajee. The country of Kutch was at that period threatened with an inva¬ 
sion from Sind, and the Rao was desirous of protecting himself by the powerful 
alliance of Damajee. 

152. The marriage was celebrated atPuttun with great pomp and expense. 
Damajee survived this transaction but two years, and at his death his widow ’ 
returned to her relations. 

153. This lady derives her support from her own family, and lives on the 
produce of a Jageer from the Raja of Kutch. 

154. The uncle of Rao Lukput had a daughter by a Rakhelee of the 
Khomarin caste, who was famous for her beauty. The daughter was affianced 
to the King of Sind, a Mahoifiedan. 

■ 155. The present Chief of Kutch has likewise a daughter by a Rakhelee, 
who was betrothed to a son of the Joonagur Nuwab, but Futteh Mahomed 
prevented the celebration of the marriage, and it is now considered to be 
dissolved. 

156. These instances may be sufficient to show the treatment by the 
Jharejas of their illegitimate lispring, and they appear to spare them rather 
from a contemptuous opinion of their inferiority than from humanity. These 
children are not considered to belong to tlie caste, and their future situation 

« 

* JKianda, “ a scimitar”; Lwjgun, *' connection.” 
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in life is of little consequence ; but the pride and prejudices of a Jhareja make 
him, occasionally, also destroy his spurious offspring. 

157. It is remarkable that it is the practice of these Rakhelees, or mis¬ 
tresses, to perform Suttee with deceased Jharejas, which is but rarely done 
by their wives. 

158. When Rao Laka, the grandfather of Rao Raidhun, the present* Chief 
of Kutch, died, fifteen Rakhelees burnt at his funeral pile. Two of these 
women were Mahomedans of the country, and another a Siddeen; the rest 
were Hindoos of different castes ; but not one of Rao Laka’s wives sacrificed 
herself on this occasion. 

159. This deviation from the general Hindoo practice is merely the effect 
of another habit or custom, as there is no law s^inst a Jhareja wife burning with 
her husband, and they sometimes voluntarily devote themselves to the flames. 

160. This ceremony, however, is less expected from the wife than the 
Rakhelce; and these unfortunate females conceive it a point of honour to 
consume themselves with their lords, often being inspired widi a dreadful 
emulation to become the first victim. 

161. It may be necessary to correct an opinion which many Europeans 
have entertain! il, that these sacrifices are compulsory. 

162. The Jharejas’ wives and Rakhelees are at liberty to follow this 
custom, or to abstain from it, and neither disgrace nor opprobrium is attached 
to those who may choose to survive. 

163. It may be mentioned as another extraordinary deviation from the 
general custom of Hindoos, that in the district of Hulwud the wives of the 
lowest castes invariably bum with their husbands, and this may be the reason 
that the Jhareja women excuse themselves; and as it is only people of rank 
who keep Rakhelees, instances of this nature are not frequent. 

164. The influence of example and communication are capable of pro¬ 
curing converts to the most criminal and flagitious courses. 

165. The Jetwa Rajpoots, who rule over the division of Burrada, known 
at present under the name of Poorbunder, have been accused of adopting the 
barbarous practice of the Jharejas in destroying their daughters. 

166. The Jetwas may have thought it no disgrace to follow a custom 
cherished by their conquerors; and having lost the greater part of their 
possessions, they may have been desirous, like the Jharejas, of relieving them¬ 
selves from the burden of portioning their daughters. 

167. The Jetwas, however, do not pretend to deny the sin of In&nticide, 

and avoid an open avowal of the practice. * 

168. They observe a silence on the subject, and the deed is performed in 
secrecy; but the singular fact that the Ranas of Poorbunder have had no 
grown up daughters for more than a hundred years would be sufficient evi¬ 
dence {gainst them. 

169. The Ministers of the Rana did not deny the circumstance to me 

♦ A. D. 1808. 
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when I communicated the information 1 had received respecting this practice 
of the Jetwas; and their Chiefs executed the same instrument as the Jharejas 
did for renouncing the custom—an unequivocal proof that it existed. 

170. The doctrines of the Hindoo religion have been singularly careful to 
protect the female sex and infants from violence, and it is unlawful to put a 
woman to death for any oflTenee whatever. 

171. In support of th is opinion, they quote the following Sloke* or verse;— 

“ Sliut gao vudhet veepra; 

Shut veepra vudhet strecya; 

Shut streeya vudhet hula; 

Shut bala vudhet mroosha.” 

“ To kill one Brahmin is equal to one hundred cows ; 

To kill one woman is equal to one hundred Brahmins; 

To kill one child is equal to one hundred women ; 

To kill one hundred children is an olfence too heinous for comparison.’^ 

The crime, therefore, of killing a woman, is considered as great a sin as 
killing a hundred Brahmins; and the sin of killing a young child of cither sex 
is equal to killing a hundred wonum. 

172. As the Jharejas, and many other tribes now calling themselves 
Hindoos, are but very imperfectly instructc<l in the doctrines of their faith, and 
entertain many opinions in opposition to its tenets, I imagined at first that the 
Jharejas might possess precepts favouring Infanticide. 

173. Although my inquiries into the religion of the Jharejas did not sup¬ 
port this conjecture, it may not be superfluous to notice some of their religious 
opinions and practices. 

174. The Jharejas are comprehended within the Hindee f name and pale, 

* Tliis Slokc, I am informed, is extracted from the Dlmnna Shastra. The translation in 
the text is nut literally rorrccl: inteail of snyinj; to kill one hundred children is an offence toO 
heinous for comparison, the translation should appeal' as annexed. The order of comparison 
is also inverted in the text, and is here corrected :— 

Shut Gao Vudhet Veepra ; g ^I I To kill 100 cows is equal to 

killing a brahmin; 

Shut Veepra Vudhet Streeya; gj^R g To kill 100 Brahmins is 

' equal to killing a woman t 

Shut Streeya Vudhet Bala; g B To kill 1(K) women is equal 

to killing a child ; 

Shut Bala Vudhet Mroosha. g qTUT igtiT g To kill 100 children is equal 

to telling an untruth. 

t Several opinions have been advanced respecting the etymology the word Hind, or 
Jlindee: those English gentlemen wtf^fmaseas the greatest knowledge of the Sanskrit have 
yet discovered no authority for it in that original language. (Vide Sir W. Jones’s opinion, 
Asiatic Researches, Vol. III. page 48.) 

Neither is it, as I have been assured by an intelligent Tatee, known among the Jains; and 
no Brahmin with whom I have conversed has been able to trace it in his native dialect. 

It is not known in the Malabaree and Tamil, either as the name of a country or people; 
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but we arc ignorant of the origin of the term Hindee, which is not of an 
ancient date; and it is in many instances so loosely, irregularly, and indiscri¬ 
minately applied, as to embrace religions professing tenets in direct opposition 
to the Brahminical system. 

175. The Shravuk* Banians, for instance, deny the existence of the 

these langiia{;c8 have had less intermixture of foreign words than most other Indian dialects, 
and they are original. 

The word Hind, therefore, would seem to have a foreign root, and the following has been 
produced to me by Bapoo Mehta, a very intelligent Nagiir ISrahniin, well acquainted with the 
Persian, which would seem to be tolerably well supported. 

Ill the Seeimdor Nameh, composed by Nizamce, who flourished about the sixth century, 
occurs the following verse ;— 

Be llindoostau peercc uz khur fitad. Pedr moorduh*e-ra buehcen gao zad. 

An old man fell from his ass in llindoostan, but a calf was bom to his orphan in China. 

'riie Secunder Na.weh abounds with verses of like recondite meaning; and it has accordingly 
produced a Shereh or commentary from a learned man, named Syud Seef-ood-deen, who, in 
explaining the aboi •, says Hind originally means “ dark” or “ black,” which colour is that of 
the planet Saturn, under which planet’s influence Hind is reckoned. Bapoo Mehta quotes 
the above from memory. 

In support of Hind being synonymous with Saturn, and black, he produces two extracts 
from books of authority, which arc here inserted : — 

Extract from the Mudar-ool-Afazel .—” Hind (iironounced with a Kesra). The climate is 
known; one boundary is China, and the other ISind. AccoriUng to the Ibrahiincc, Oabool docs 
not belong to Hind, but I have heard that it docs. This they say is a city on the boundaries 
of Khorasan, which is beyond Cabool, and one of the cities of Badakashau. lliud is in that 
climate which is subject to the influence of the planet Saturn.” 

Extract from the Kushf-ool-Loghat. —“Zohul. A planet well known, possessing two places 
in the Zodiac,—Capricomiis and Aquarius. Us place is in the Seventh Heaven. Its colour 
is black, and its temperament cold and dry. The climate of Hind is subordinate to this 
planet.” ^ 

In each of these works, also, in explanation of the phrase «jij. (S^ (Peeree Hind), the 
commentator translates Peeree “ a star,” and Hind, “ Saturn”; but which, were it not for the 
aid of these works, might be translated “ an old Hindoo,” or “ an old man of Hind.” 

Hence it would seem that the word Hindoostan has come into current use in this country 
from the influx of Mahornedans, and means ” the country subject to the planet Saturn,” and 
not “ the country of the Hindoos.” 

The same as Khoristan, now Khorasan,the country of the sun”; Turkistan, or “the 
country subject to the influence of Mars”; Turk and Marikh (“ Mars”) being nearly 
synonymous. 

* People of the Jain or Shravaka persuasion are very numerous in Guzerat. 

The Juttces, or Yatces, arc priests, or more properly ascetics; fur they perform no religious 
rite, but it is their duty*to expound and read to the Shravakas the scriptures, or Shastraa, of 
the Jain system. 

The Yatces jure people devoted to religion from their infancy. They are either the children 
of people (principally Banians or Koolumbees) who devote them to this duty, or they are 
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Trimurti, the divinity of the Avatars, and the authority of the Vedas. Tliey 
have no Brahmins, and worship different gods; but they are nevertheless 
comprised under the general denomination of Hindoos. 

176. The Jharejas, and the Kattees especially, have also a very doubtful 

children of Brahmins, Banians, or Koolumhecs, purchased while young by the Yatces, and 
educated by them. 

It is frequent for Banians (Wanias) who have no children to promise their firstborn to their 
Shree Pooj, to procure the blessing of fecundity in their family. 

They serve their noviciate with their Gooroo, or preceptor, and jicrform for him many 
domestic offices, and after a proper period, when they have arrived at a sufficient age, and 
made progress in their studies, they are then admitted as Yatees. 

Tlie ceremony on this occasion is simple. The noviciate is carried out of the town with 
music and rejoicing, in procession, followed by a crowd of Shravakas, who assemble on the 
occasion. lie is taken beneath any tree the juice of which is milky, luit generally the Indian 
fig (or Banian tree); a circle is formed by the Yatees, and all others are excluded. The hair or 
lock of the noviciate is pulled out by the root at fire pulls ; camphor, musk, sandal, saffron, 
and sugar arc applied to the place. He is then placed before his Gooroo, stripped of his 
clothes, and his hands joined. A Muutra is pronounced in his ear by his Gooroo. Ho is 
invested then with the clothes peculiar to Yatees,—a cloth of three cubits for his loins; one of 
five cubits for his head ; a camoline or couhtry blanket to cover him ; a Tripuni or water* 
pot, a plate for his victuals, and a cloth to tic them up in; a long stick to guard himself from 
injury, but not to injure others ; and, lastly, that indispensable instrument, a Rajoohurum, or 
broom made of cotton thread, to sweep the ground, to prevent him from destroying any insect. 

That night is passed at a strange place, and the next day he returns to his ])receptor’s, the 
initiation being completed. 

A Yatee is equivalent to a Sunyasee among the Hindoos, but they deny the term. The 
Yatees recite a verse which expresses their state,—Tnat person who keeps his five senses 
under restraint is a Yatee.” 

The duty of a Yatee is to read and expound their books to the Shravakas, some of wdiom 
daily attend. At morning and evening twilight the Sundchya (a) is ]ierformed with the face 
turned toward the east, during which no light is admitted. 

A true Yatee should live hy charity; their daily consumption of victuals is procured ready 
dressed from the houses of Shravakas, Brahmins, or Koolu jbees. A Yatee may purchase 
victuals ready dressed from the bazar, but must not dress them himself; the fragments arc 
thrown to animals. 

A Yatee never cats or drinks when the sun is below the horizon. 

The food of a Yatee consists of all kinds of grain, vegetables, and fruit, produced above the 
earth, but no roots, such as yams,,onions, &c.; milk and ghee are permitted; but butter and 
honey are prohibited; nothing that contains animal life ever composes part of the food of a Jain. 

Some strict Yatees drink no water but what is boiled, lest they should inadvertently destroy 
any insect, it being less criminal to kill them thus than by destroying them in their own sto¬ 
machs ; and others will only drink that which is received from the house of a Shravaka. 

A Yatee having renounced the world, and all civil duties, he consequently can have no family, 
nor does he perform any office of mourning or rejoicing— he renounces all gratifications of sense. 

The object of the worship of the J^W u the Supreme Being, incomprehensible, omniscient. 
Mid omnipresent, whom they call ArBtmg Purmatma. 

They have twenty-four Aryhuntas or Gooroos, who have appeared on earth. These were 

(a) Sundehya litenlly means Jonetlon,” end the ceremonies performed at the JuneUon of the night with the morning, 
the dnr with the night, the forenoon with tiie nflenioon or meridian, are thus called hr the Brahmins. Tlie prajciw 
pronouneed by the doins ok from the sasM leaion odled b; the same nsmr, but do not mean the some ceremony. 
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claim to this title. It is to be observed that both these people came from 
beyond the Indus, and derive their descent from a country where it has always 
been supposed a genuine Hindoo could not exist. The sun is the real object 
of their worship, and it is not, perhaps, too extravagant to conclude that they 

prophets or holy men, who by study and abstraction at length reached Mokt, or reunited 
themselves with the divinity. 'Hie names of these Aiyhuntas, as written down from the 
pronunciation of a Juttee, are,— 


1, Rishub Dev. 

2, Ajita Dev. 

3, SumbhavaDev. 

4, Abhinundhan Dev. 

5, SumotiDev. 

6, Pudmaprabhu Dev. 

7, Suparso Dev. 

8, Chundraprabhu Dev. 

9, SubadhiDev. 

10, Setul Dev. 

11, Shriungso Dev. 

12, Vaspuja Dev. 


13, VemullaDev. 

14, Anunta Dev. 

15, DhurmaDev. 

16, Santhee Dev. 

17, KuntheeDev. 

18, Arha Dev. 

19, Mulli Dev. 

20, Munisuvrata Dev. 

21, Nomi Dev. 

22, Nemi Dev. 

23, Parsa Dev. 

24, Vurdaman Dev. 


With the exception of the ninth, these arc the same names as those mentioned by Major 
Mackenzie in Vol. 1.1, of the Asiatic Researches. 

These are the twenty-four images which are i^prcsented in the Jain temples. They arc also 
called Tirthunears. 

The founder of the Jain faith was Rishaba Dev, or Rikub Dev. The Yatee who gave me 
the princi]ial outline of this memorandum referred to a book, from which he said, that when 
the Sun, Mercuiy, and Jupiter were in conjunction in Libra, Venus in Scorpio, Mars and 
Saturn in Aquarius, and the Moon in Cancer, Rishub Dev was born. 

Rishub Dev was tbc author, also, of the books of the Jain Faith, which he promulgated 
in eighty-four divisions verbally. He was followed by the others of the Aiyhunta, but when 
men degenerated, and became exposed to death and mortality, they were reduced to writing. 
About a thousand years since they were abridged to forty-five, to accommodate them to the 
degenerated comprehension of the human mind. 

A catalogue of these forty-five books follows this note; besides these thpy have many works, 
on a variety of subjects, and some of very ancient date. 

There were originally eighty-four castes of Jains (which are called Gutcha) both among the 
Shravakas and the Juttces, but of these many have become extinct; the Louuka Gutcha, 
both Juttees and Shravakas, differ considerably from the other sects. 

They are more careful of animal life; they worship the Supreme Being alone, and wholly 
reject the agency of Devtas and the Aiyhuntas; they despise the worship of the Aiyhuntas in 
the Jain temples, and ask how an image can grant a petition. 

The high priest of the Shravakas and Juttees is called Shree Pooj. 

,Thc Shree Pooj of the Lounka Gutcha, or tribe, is at Baroda; this is his principal station, but 
their duty is to take a circuit among their dependants every year: the high priests of the other 
sects are elsewhere. The Lounka Gutcha had four stations (of which one no longer exists), 
at which their Thiveras were stationed; viz. Delhi, Ajmere, and Jalour. These Thiveias are 
deputies or legates, who are entrusted with a general superintendence over the morals 
of the Yatees. * 

The Shree Pooj is chosen by adoption, generally from among theWanias of the Veesavosavar 
caste, the mo^t respectable. When the Shree Pooj is on the point of death the Cbeela is 
placed on the Gade^ his lock of hair plucked out, and the Mantra particularly appropriated 
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originally followed the religion of the ancient Persians, nor that these reli¬ 
gions might have been formerly connected. 

177. The religion of the Jharejas is far from being strict, either in its precepts 
or practice; the sun and the Matha Assapooree are the objects of their worship. 

for this station is whis])crcd in his ear, and the assembly of Yatees are desired to obey their 
future Chief. 

About a hundred years ago, this sect gave birth to a new description of Yatccs, who carry 
mortification to a great extreme. 

It happened that a Yatec of the Lounka Outcha disputed the mandite of the Shree Pooj, 
and was expelled from his caste ; he threatened vengeance, and that he would withdraw the 
veneration heretofore paid to the Shrcc Pouj to himself. 

lie BiTordingly withdrew, and by extreme mortification and penance gained many disciples* 
and founded the sect of Dhoondias, which is exclusive of the eighty>four castes. 

The Dhoondia wears only such clothes as are given to him, and only cats such victuals .as 
arc voluntarily offered by the Shravakas ; he can have no property; he never stirs out in the 
rain, for fear of killing some animal, and never sits down without first brushing the ground; 
some sweep the ground as they walk, and cover their mouths us they speak ; they never wash 
their clothes, perform any ablutions, or cle<anse any ])art of their persons. The Dhoondias 
reject all but ten of the Jain books. 

A Shravaka is a layman of the Jain religion, and of course he has every nocessaiy' inter¬ 
course with the world, and conforms to its customs. Marriage is considered as a civil act; 
and on that account it is performed by lirahmpis hired fur the occasion. These Drahmins arc 
of the Shrimala tribe. 

The Shravakas also perform Shraad and other ceremonies; their domestic worship or Pooja 
is ])erformed at home, either by themselves or by Koolumbees engaged to perform that duty, 
or personally in their temples. 

This should be pcrfuioned daily; the Slinavaka should first bathe himself, then bathe the i<lol 
of the particular Aryhunta to which he may offer his devotions. lie mixes catiiphoi', sandal, 
and saffron, with which he marks the idol in nine places ; the mixture is left for the subsequent 
votaries. These ceremonies are not performed by the Yatees, and they arc wholly rejected 
both by Shravakas and Yatees of the Lounka Gutcha. 

The Jains class the religions of the world in six divisions, viz — 

1, Sewa Mutti. 4, Nijaek Mutti. 

2, Budh Mutti. 5, Mcmuiigsika .Mutti. 

3, Yed Mutti. (>, Jain Mutti. 

Any of these castes except the fifth may become Yatees. The Memiingsika includes Chris¬ 
tians, Mahomedans, and every otV? religion except that above denominated. 

Although any of the above castes may become converts, yet they do not choose their disciples 
or Cheelas from the military class;—^this is at least the case with the liOunka Gutcha. 

The Jain temples ore numerous in Guzerat. In their external structure they differ nothing 
from the usual architecture of the country, in religious buildings. The images of the twenty- 
four Aryhuntaa arc placed in the inside; the images are of different sizes, in regular gradation 
to the exterior idol. The Yatees and Shravakas have no objection to any person entering these 
temples and handli ng the idols, and f|fty are far from being averse to free communication on 
every article of their faith. 

The most remarkable circumstance of the Jain temples is a subterranean apsirtmcnt; this is 
nailed a Bhoiree (cavern), corresponding with the one above, and furnished with similar idols, 
utuated Erectly underneath. The cause of this I could not ascertain. The^freedom with 
which they permit strangers to descend is a proof that this apartment could not have been 
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178. Her tenets are reported to hold forth that it is not improper to eat 
vrith people of a different faith. In Hallar the Jharcjas observe some scruples 
on this point, but in Kutch and Waghiir scarcely any distinction is observed. 

179. The Jharejas worship the Devee or the Goddess of Nature, under the 

intended as a sanctuary to enable the Shravakas to practise their religious worship during a 
period of persecution. 

Another establishment peculiar to the Shravakas is the Pinjcrccpols or hospitals for animals 
and reptiles, however vile: there are many of these in Guzerat. The name signifies an 
enclosure of jirotcctiou. There is also another extraordinary establishment, called a Jevkotee. 
This is a dome, with a door large enough at the top for a man to creep in. In these reposito¬ 
ries weevils, and other insects that the Shravakas may find in their grain, are provided with 
food by their charity, and extraordinary protection to everything containing life. 

Among the Jains, of Guzerat at least, there is not the least appearance of any distinction of 
classes, similar to those among the Hindoos. The idea of carrying arms is contrary to their 
principles and faith, the great object of which is the preservation of life. 

It would appear that any of the Hindoo sects may become proselytes to the Jain faith; 
but by this they forfeit every claim to the character of Hindoo. 

I have been assured by a learned Brahmin that were any Brahmin to go to a Jain temple 
to worship, that he would lose his caste, and others w'ould not eat or drink in his company. 
In Bengal, 1 understand, from the ])revnlence of the Jain system, many Brahmins observe 
the exterior rites of rheir caste, and conform to the Jain persuasion; but these must be 
considered as interested temporisers; the abuse being oonnived at by the prevalence of 
the praetiee, and the necessity of cultivating the good gra(!cs of their patrons, who may be 
Jains. These men, however, would be considered by tlie Brahmins of Poona and the Ueccan 
as onteastes; and to them they would nut return the salute of the Nurauskar. 

These sentiments do not prevent the Shriniala Brahmins from performing the marriage 
rites and the ceremonies of Slirnad for the Shravakas who einjiloy them; this is permitted 
as a lawful employment by the Brahmins, and it has no connection with the Jain religion. 
The Yiiteus and Shravakas consider marriage and Shraad as civil rites, whicli have nothing to 
do w'ith the tenets of their faith. These remarks ore only to be considered as applicable to 
Guzerat; the conformity with Jain principles may be more marked in other places. 

The Jains have forty-five original hooks, which they owe to their founder, Kishub Dev; 
they are written in the Magadha Basba or dialect, and Balbodh character 

\. Aheharunga, —Contains 2,0(K)Grunths (CrrMwiA, “a hook,” “a compilation”); on the 

conduct and actions of a Juttee in points of religion, &c. 

2. Soogarunga. —Contains 2,10() Grunths; a dissertation on the human body, and its 

appearance. 

3. Tahnunga. —Contains 3,700 Grunths; physiology. 

4. Sumavayomga .—Contains 16,067 Grunths; a history of the Devtas, their dimen¬ 

sions, &c. 

5. Bugwuttee. —Contains 157,502 Grunths; in praise of God, form of prayers, worship, 

religion, &c. 

6. Gynatah Durrum Kuttanga. —Contains 600 Grunths; history of celebrated Rajas. 

7. Oopa Sugdttsanga. —Contains 812 Grunths; history of ten celebrated Shravuks. 

8. Antaghur Dasunga. —Contains 8.90 Grunths; showing how the above ten saints reached 

the kingdom of heaven. 

9. Anooturo Va yiee.-^Contains 11,200 Grunths; history of inferior deities of heaven. 

10. Prooshna'Vyakurren. —Contains 1,250 Grunths; a commentary on religious duty. 

11. Veepaak ^ootur. — Contains 1,290 Grunths; the docteine of crimes and puniah- 

meut. 
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appellation of Hinglaz, who, according to their legendary accounts, saved and 
nourished their common ancestor, one of the four Jadows who were saved 
from the universal destruction that befell their race. 

180. When the Goddess Hinglaz Bhowanee bestowed on the Jharejas the 

12. Wukee Sootur.’^ContMxta 1,160 Grunths; a disquisition on the birth and generation 

of mankind and animals. 

13. /?y/>aranee.—Contains 2,078 Grunths; history of Pradassee Raja, illustrative of the 

Jain doctrine of the preservation of life. 

14. Jewa Bagum .—Contains 4,700 Grunths; on things animate and inanimate, charity, 

humility, &c. 

15. Pttnwtma.—Contains 7»r87 Grunths; a dictionary or cyclopaedia, descriptive of a variety 

of arts and sciences. 

16. Jumhoo Deep Pmnvitee.-“{jOxAA\M 4,146 Grunths; comprising the history of Jumboo 

Deep. 

17. Chund Ptfnnut/ee.—Contains 22,000 Grunths; history of the moon. 

18. Neereawalee .—Contains 1,179 Grunths; of the sun. 

19. PoospeAfl.—Contains —— (o) Grunths; botany. 

20. Kulpa Wuttung Suk .—Contains-(a) Grunths; descriptive of the heavenly mansions 

of the gods. 

21. Poospa Wuttung SuI:.-»Contains-(a) Grunths; descriptive of a heavenly mansion 

of the gods, in extent one lakh Youjons. 

22. Wunedussa .—Contains-(a) Grunths; a dissertation on fire: what, and how far it 

pervades. 

23. Oo^ara JdaAatne.—Contains 2,000 Grunths; a religious treatise on the difference in 

the sects of Yatees. 

24. Ahwisyouk Nirjukty. —Contains 3,200 Grunths; comprising the several religious avo¬ 

cations of the Jains. 

25. Pinda Nirjuktg. —Contains 709 Grunths; a dissertation on the soul. 

26. Duswey Kaluit.—Contains 700 Grunths; a ritual of penance, read and expounded dui> 

ing the last illness of every great man: it seems to have in view an intercession for 
his transgressions. 

27 . Nundee Sootur .—Contains 700 Grunths; on Nundeshwer Deep. 

28. Annoojougadwar.'^^ontsiia 1,199 Grunths ; on mind, speech, and existence. 

29. Chowsumn. —Contains 63 Grunths ; a religious work, read at the decease of indivi¬ 

duals; an intercession. 

30. Our Ptttcha Kawn .—Contains 84 Grunths; on fasting and prayer. 

31. Maha Putcha Kawn, —Contuns 134 Grunths; on exc'‘S8ivc fastings of one, two, or three 

months. ^ 

32. Bhukty Pmpnya.—Contains 171 Grunths ; duty to tutors. 

33. Tundoolvyalee .—Contains 400 Grunths; on the fishes and inhabitants of the waters. 

34. Cbunda -Contains 176 Grunths ; history of the moon. 

35. Goonvyey .—Contains 100 Grunths; on the lucky marks on the human body; palmistry. 

36. Jlfurun Saymohe. —Contains 656 Grunths; on death. 

37 . Duwendra 5/t(oe.—Contains 300 Grunths; a dissertation on the gods, and their Indra 

or Chief. P 

38. Suntahruk, —Contains 121 Grunths; on sleep and rest, &c. 

39. Kufy Sootur ,—Contuns 1,216 Grunths; a religious treatise, read in Shrawun and Dha- 

drupud, on the twenty-four Arhyuntas. 


(a) Blank In the original. 
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kingdom of Kiitch, and thereby fulfilled their hopes, they built a temple to 
her, which they called Assapoorec. By this term the Jharejas expressed their 
gratitude, and their confidence in the favour of the goddess; Assa in the 
Sanskrit signifying “ hope,” and Pooree ** fulfilled,” “ accomplished.” 

181. To their Devec Assapooree the Jharejas offer up in sacrifice the 
buffalo at the yearly festival of the Dussera, and afterwards feast on the victim. 

182. The Jharejas drink wine and spirits in public, and are in general, es> 
pccially in particular situations, indifferent about the mode of preparing their 
food, and seem to be excluded only from eating of the flesh of the cow. 

183. The Jharejas hold their llajgors or domestic priests in little estima¬ 
tion or respect. By the rest of the Brahmins the Rajgors are despised; but 
this seems to arise from their performing the Kria, or the ceremonies at the 
funeral pile, as the Karteca Brahmins do in Guzerat and other parts of India. 

184. Like the Karteea, the llajgors receive the alms which are distributed 
on the twelfth day or Dowadusha, which finishes the period of mourning. 

185. On the twelfth day the Rajgor of the family is placed on the cot of 
the deceased Jhareja, and stretched out like a corpse, on which are placed 
several articles of food and miment. 

186. This is t.iken up and carried to tlie spot where the Jhareja was burnt, 
like a funeral procession, provided the crowd allows it to proceed. The 
relations of the deceased and the inhabitants follow the procession as if it 
were a real funeral; but the multitude exert themselves to interrupt its pro¬ 
gress, and for this purpose throw dust, fire, stones, and every missile within 
their reach. As all these injuries are aimed at the Rajgor, he is generally 
obliged to abandon the cot precipitately, and to fly. 

187. The intention of this violence and clamour is to frighten away the 
evil genius, and to prevent its injuring or molesting the survivors ; and the 

, cause of placing food and raiment on the cot is to supply the spirit of the 
deceased with such articles in the next world. 

188. This ceremony is termed Seja, from the cot; but it is not peculiar 
to the Jharejas, as it is practised by some other tribes. 

40. Nisit Sootur. —Contains 815 Gruntbs; on crimes, penance, and punishment. 

41. Maha Nisit Sootur. —Contains 3,500 Gruntbs ; on large crimes and their consequences. 

42. Vavahar Sroot. —Contains 500 Gruntbs; a treatise on ethics and moral obligations. 

43. Dusah Sroot. —Contains 5(X) Gruntbs; life and its preservation. 

44. Jeet JiTu/pa.-—Contains 105 Gruntbs; institutions of the eighty-four castes of Juttees. 

45. Brahut Kalpa.—Contains 500 Gruntbs; on the conduct of the followers of Jaina. 

Punch Kulpa. — A work of general observations on the whole; contains 1,433 Gruntbs. 

The Jains have also fourteen books of great antiquity, not now used, but which are kept 

in a kind of sacred deposit in a few of their principal temples in Guzerat. 

These books are not wTitten in the Magadha language, as the rest of the Jain books are, 
but in an ancient Sanskrit character, scarcely to be dec 3 rphcred or understood by any of the 
learned of the Jains of the present day. 

Independently of these, the Joins have several works commenting on their religion, original 
history, ice. * 

4Gg 
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189. The Jharejas will sometimes remark that their Gors are poor and 
despised, which tliey make no scruple of attributing to the sin of Infanticide^ 
and from the wrath of God for having placed the weight of that crime on their 
heads. 

190. This singular opinion, which I have expressed nearly in their own 
words, instead of producing any abhorrence in the Jharejas against the act, 
has served to confirm their idea that they have nothing to do with its respon¬ 
sibility and punishment. 

191. The Jharejas respect the Charuns and Bhats more than they do 
Brahmins. 

192. The Dissendee,* or people who receive their support from the charity 
of the Jharejas, are called Kaggar: they are a tribe of Charuns of the Tauibcl, 
or, as pronounced by the inhabitants of Kutch, Tooinber, and emigrated with 
the Jharejas into this country. 

193. Although the Jharejas are not pure Hindoos, and know little of the 
ordinances of the Brahmins, yet they believe in all their legends. Although 
the religion of the Jharejas may have but a feeble operation in preventing In¬ 
fanticide, it certainly presents nothing to authorise the practice: on the 
contrary, the expedient of making the Rajgor answerable for the act is a 
plain proof that they view it to be a crime against religion. 

194. 1 have now related such facts and circumstances as have come to my 
knowledge concerning the practice of Female Infanticide among the Jhareja 
Rajpoots. 

195. But however singular and extraordinary this practice may appear, 
it is not confined to the Jharejas. 

196. That it prevails among the Jetwa Rajpoots I have already noticed, 
and it also prevails amongst a people still more numerous ; and there are not 
wanting appearances which would lead us to think that it is connected with 
Uie manners and institutions of some of the ancient nations. 

197. The practice of Female Infanticide prevailed with the Rajkoomars and 
other tribes in Bengal, where it has been happily abolished. The custom of 
putting their infant daughters to death has also been discovered to exist with 
the Rhatore Rajpoots of Jcypoor and Jodhpoor; but this fact, when reported 
to Europe, was doubted, aiv^^tlenied to be possible. 

198. It is confirmed, howev^, by every intelligent and well-informed 
Native of that country; nor does there appear any ground whatever for 
questioning its existence. 

199i. The existence of the custom is traced to other tribes of Hindoostan, 
and in particular to the Jhuts and Mewats, which latter are a sect of 
Musulmans. ja 

200. I am indebted for this information to Nizam-ood-deen Hussain, and 
the following is the translation of a memorandum which he gave me on the 

* The Dissendee are literally those who receive the tenth or tithe; hut this amount has 
long since been diminished to a mere voluntary donation. 
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«al)ject:—^*^The Jhut Chiefs at Bhurtpore are styled Sensniwal: those people, 
<or the Sensniwals, are in the habit of patting to death their daughters at the 
moment of their birth, by opium, pr by strangling. 

^^The cause of their doing so proceeds from a supposition which they 
entertain, that it is a great disgrace to give their daughters even in marriage 
to any person. 

“ And many Mewats, who are Mahomedans, but who are known under the 
appellation of Mewatee, whose countiy is near that of the Jhuts, kill their 
daughters for the same cause. I suppose the governors of Hatras* and 
Mursan follow the same practice. 

" These people are all of the Jhut caste.” 

201. I have learnt from other sources of information on which I rely, that 
some of the Khatore, the TIaree of Boondee Kata, the Waish in the Poorub, 
the Jhuts in Ilindoostan, and some of the Kutchwas of Jeypoor, and other 
llujpoot tribes, kill their daughters. 

202. The Jharejas are aware that the custom of Infanticide is practised by 
many other tribes besides their own; but although it is probable that they 
have a common origin, I could not discover the traditionary motive that had 
led to the introd.ietion of Infanticide amongst so many people of Hindoostan. 

203. The practice, however, appears to be maintained among them by the 
same causes which operated with the Jharejas. Pride, avarice, the cares of 
a family, the disgrace that would attend the misconduct of their women, the 
<lifliculty of establishing them in life, and an apprehension of exposing 
their daughters to ill-treatment, were assigned invariably, by eveiy person 
ac(piainted with this subject, as the causes that induced these tribes to commit 
Infanticide. 

204. 1 have ventured to suppose that the practice of Infanticide may have 
some analogy with the customs and institutions of some of the ancient nations. 
It would be interesting to trace and develop the laws and customs of the most 
distinguished people of antiquity which sanctioned Infanticide. 

205. If we except the fabulous history of the Amazons, I am not aware 
that we have any account of a positive law, or custom, for the regular and 
invariable destruction of children of cither sex. 

206. The Amazons are said to have formed a State from which they 
excluded men. They held a commerce only with strangers, and for the 
purpose merely of begetting daughters. They killed their male children, and 
cut off the right breast of their females, to render them more fit for war. 

207. The method of the ancients, of exposing their children, was a very 
general practice, and they do not appear to have considered it as either cruel 
or barbarous. 

208. Romulus is said to have laid the citizens under an obligation to 
educate all their male children, and the eldest of their daughters. 

209. The requiring of this obligation from the citizens must have been 


* Ilatras lies cast of Agra about thirty miles. 
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suggested by the necessity of restraining the practice of Infanticide ; and Romu¬ 
lus probably trusted in procuring wives for his males from the other tribes in his 
neighbourhood with as little difficulty as the Jharejas do at present; but tlie 
rape of the Sabines is an historical proof that the number of males exceeded the 
females in the infancy of the Roman State, and might in some measure have 
originated from the exposure of their daughters. 

210. Montesquieu has tlie following observations on this subject, which 
makes the resemblance still more complete, and proves that the same motives 
prevailed with the Roman fathers for exposing their children as with the 
nations of India who commit Infanticide:— 

“ We find not any Roman law that permitted the exposing of children. 
This was, without doubt, an abuse introduced towards the decline of the 
republic, when luxury robbed them of their freedom; when wealth divided 
was called poverty; .when the father believed that all was lost which he gave 
to his family ; and when the family was distinct from his property.” 

211. It appears that infants newly born were placed on the ground ; 
those who were agreeable to the father he took up, or educated (for these were 
synonymous terms), but those who were displeasing to him he neglected 
and exposed. 

212. In Greece, Infanticide or the exposure of children appears to have 
formed a part of the policy of those States. Solon gave ])ermission by law 
to parents to kill their children. 

213. Aristotle appears an advocate for the exposing of children, and con¬ 
ceives, where this is not the case, that the number of those brought forth 
ought to be limited. He proposes expedients for this purpose more barbarous 
than any usage of the Jharejas. 

214. The Greeks appear to have been led to expose their offspring from 
the sterility of their territory, and the apprehension of want excited by a 
redundant population. 

215. The same motive, arising from a fear of famine, has induced the 
Government of China, if not to permit, at least to tolerate, parents to sell and 
expose their children. 

216. The Carthaginians are reported to have frequently sacrificed their 
children; but tins appear^ to have originated in motives of religion and 
patriotism: they first taught them that the sacrifice of children was acceptable 
to their gods, and the love of their country inspired the noblest of the Cartha¬ 
ginians to offer up their offspring as victims, to avert or remove any public 
calamity. A similar custom was also practised by the Phoenicians and 
Syrians, the founders of Carthage, and which also extended to the Greeks, the 
Gauls, and the German nationfl Among the Canaanites, also, previous to the 
invasion of the Israelites, similar sacrifices prevailed, which are termed in 
Scri()ture “ passing their seed through the fire to Moloch.’* 

217. In Robertson’s History of America we are informed that the difficulty 
of training up an infant to maturity amidst the hardships of savage life often 
stifles the voice of nature among the Americans, and suppresses the strong 
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emotions of parental tenderness. Some of these women are stated, in parti¬ 
cular, to destroy their female children in their infancy. “ But though necessity 
compels the inhabitants of A merica thus to set bounds to the increase of their 
families, they are not deficient in affection and attachment to their offspring; 
they feel the powers of this instinct in its full force.” At Otaheite. and other 
islands of the Pacific, a peculiar society exists, who destroy their children ^ 
and other nations in a rude state have been found, who do not suffer those to 
live who are born with any natural defect or deformity. A more atten¬ 
tive and extensive research would multiply these examples, and illustrate 
this subject. 

218. Ifowever disgusting it may be to human nature, we find that many 
nations have tolerated or permitted parents to destroy their own offspring, and 
we arc certain that parents have deprived their children of life by availing 
themselves of this privilege; but the custom of exclusively murdering females 
(though the regulation of Uomulus evidently points to their destruction in 
preference to that of the males), and a systematic Infanticide, seems to be 
confined to the Rajpoots of India. 

219. It will now be necessary to relate, with precision and briefness, the 
proceedings and expedients which finally led the .Jharejas of the peninsula to 
relinquish Infanticide. 

220. I entered on this undertaking with sanguine expectations of success, 
but which were for a long time disappointed ; and 1 must own that the Natives 
had formed much more just opinions on the subject when they foretold the 
difficulties that would attend the attempt, which few of them thought could 
be overcome limt by the Company making a conquest of the country. 

221. 1 conceived that reason and feeling would effect the relinquishment 
of a baAarous custom unconnected with the principles of society, and which 

• all the passions of the human mind and all the forms and maxims of religion 
were combined to destroy. 

222. As it was evident, also, that the most disinterested humanity had led 
the Honorable Company to interfere for the abolition of Female Infanticide, 
I conceived that this reflection, and the respect duo to their mediation, would 
have disposed the Jharejas to comply with a request which it was scarcely to 
be supposed could be at variance with their own sentiments. 

223. But sentiments of nature and humanity have no influence with the 
Jharejas ; and 1 was soon, however reluctantly, obliged to relinquish the 
favourable expectations I had formed of success. 

224. The difficulties were many and formidable. 

225. I had been for several years in habits of friendly correspondence 
with Jehajee, the Chief of Moorvee, and he had continually expressed a 
strong desire to cultivate the favour of the English Government. The 
artifices of this Chief and his Vukeel, who resided in camp, deceived and 
amused me for some time with promises which proved fallacious. 

226. I Availed myself of the agency and influence of Soonderjee Sewjee, 
after his arrival in camp, but with no better success. At last Jehajee trans- 
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mitted a paper, in which he ofTcred to accede to my wishes, by preserving his 
daughters, provided I would reduce Mallia and restore the village of Hurralla, 
of which he had been deprived by the Gaekwar Government. (Vide Appen¬ 
dix No. 5.) 

227. The possession of this paper I conceived of importance, as it dis¬ 
covered the selfish and mercenary motives that attached the Jhai*ejas to 
Infanticide, t preserved it as a testimony which reflected on their pretences 
of the inviolability of the practice as a custom of the caste, and destroyed 
every argument which they had attempted to found on principle. 

228. When Jehajee perceived the disadvantage which attended the posses¬ 
sion of this paper, he made several applications to induce me to restore it, 
with which I did not comply. 

229. As my intercourse and knowledge of the Jharejas increased, every 
circumstance tended to show that they followed infanticide from mean and 
interested motives only. It was also evident that it would be very difllcult to 
awaken their natural feelings, and that the same motives of conveniency and 
interest would have more influence in inducing them to relinquish the practice 
than any arguments derived from humanity, morality, or raligion. 

230. It appeared, likewise, from the communications of Jehajee and others, 
that the reproach and odium of being the first to renounce an ancient practice 
operated as a considerable motive. The weight and authority of this example 
could not be complete unless it were set by a Chief of acknowledged rank and 
superiority. 

231. The KaoofKutch seemed to possess these qualifications, from his 
family, and extent of territory. 

232. 1 was induced, therefore, to select this Chieftain; but addressed my¬ 
self principally to Futteh Mahomed (vide Appendix No. 18), whose authority 
is paramount in that country, and from whom, as a zealous Mahomedan, I. 
was led to expect the exertion of his influence for suppressing a crime against 
nature and religion. 

233. The answer, however, of Futteh Mahomed, destroyed every hope of 
success from that quarter (vide Appendix 18). This Jemadar, who rose from 
the humble station of a goatherd, and is extremely illiterate, had the sentiments 
of his letter probably dictated to him, and by the hand of his writer trans¬ 
mitted, in an inflated and ostentatious style, an elaborate defence of the 
practice of Infanticide, such as could be expected to proceed only from an 
infuriated and bigoted Jhareja. 

234. It may not be unworthy of remark that this defence of Infanticide was 
written and composed by a Nag^r Brahmin, and promulgated in the name of a 
Mahomedan, whose religion i^jlpii'es him with horror against these murders. 

235. In the meanwhile, every effort and endeavour was continued to 

prevail on the Moorvee Chief to abandon Infanticide which the long 
detention of the detachment in the vicinity of that city afforded. It was the 
daily subject of letters, messs^es, and conferences. ^ 
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236. The humanity and tenderness congenial to the sex induced me to 
expect the assistance of the women of Jehajee's family. The preservation of 
their offspring appeared naturally and peculiarly their business. 

237. I conceived that my appeal to wives and mothers, and to women who 
came from tribes that rejected Infanticide, would be attended with every 
advantage. I was further led to entertain great hopes from this plan, on 
account of the high character of the mother of the Chief of Moorvee for 
prudence, propriety of conduct, and a benevolent disposition. 

238. As this lady possessed considerable influence over her son, I expected 
that she would exert it in favour of a measure agreeable to her own feelings. 
(Vide Appendix No. 10.) 

239. The embarrassed state of Jehajee’s affairs, and the countenance which 
he stood in need of from me for retrieving them, were circumstances which I 
conceived would occur to the discretion of his mother, and urge her to obtain 
from her son a concession which might give the family a claim to my support. 

240. My overtures to this lady were, at first, received with the feelings 
natural to her sex, and she seemed disposed, with the rest of the women, who 
held several consultations together on the subject, to unite their influence for 
the abolition of Infanticide. 

241. But these ebullitions were of short duration ; the Jharejas were 
alarmed, and the women contended for the ancient privilege of the caste; they 
were led away from the path of nature and humanity by the example and 
influence of their husbands. 

242. The mother of the Chief of Moorvee requested that she might be 
excused soliciting her son on this head, and referred me for any further 
information to Jehajee. 

243. At this period my prospect of success was very obscure and distant 
. (vide Appendix No. 13). •Although these efforts, however, had failed of their 

effect, they were useful, and paved the way for success, by turning the attention 
of the country to a subject which had never appeared before to engage 
notice. 

244. By discussing the subject frequently in the public Kucheree, and 
exposing the enormity of the practice, as contrary to the precepts of religion 
and the dictates of nature, every caste came to express an abhorrence of 
Infanticide, and tl>e inveterate prejudices of the Jharejas began to be shaken. 

245. The maxims and passions which favoured Infanticide were, probably 
for the first time, canvassed and censured with freedom. 

246. The progress of this system was slow, but it was insensibly spreading 
its influence, and became a subject of universal conversation. The novelty oi 
the attempt, and the extraordinary nature of the subject, also attracted general 
attention. 

247. But whatever influence these circumstances might produce, as Jehajee 
was the first Chief that 1 had addressed on the subject, it was of the utmost 
importance to make some impression on him. 1 bent every exertion, there- 
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fore, and tried various expedients to reclaim this Chief, who had already 
destroyed two of his daughters, from the practice of Infanticide. 

248. At last 1 obtained from Jehujeca conditional writing, to the following 
effect:—“From motives of friendship, the llonordblc Company have urged 
me to preserve my daughters: to this I consent, if the Chiefs of Nowanuggur 
and Goiidul agree.” 

249. This was the first considerable step towards the attainment of this 
great object, and the writing appeared to reduce the question to a kind of point 
of honour, or respect for antiquity, in setting the example of sanctioning an 
innovation on a general habit. 

2'>(). From the character and behaviour of the Jam, I could have no hopes 
that he would set this example ; but as the family of Dewajec of Gondul had 
already preserved several of their daughters, I was led to entertain the most 
favourable expectations from the general disposition of^this Chief, and his 
reputation for humanity. 

251. It may be proper to mention that Jehajee first proposed to insert the 
names of the Itao of Kutch and Jam of Nowanuggur in his writing; but I 
positively refused to receive the paper unless it comprised Dewajec of Gondul. 

252. The compliance of Jehajee with this request it may be but fair to 
consider as a favourable indication of his sentiments; and that he was secretly, 
though not extremely, averse to agree to the abolishing of Infanticide. It may 
be presumed that he was acquainted with the disposition of Dewajee, and of 
the general opinion that this Chief, when pressed, would renounce the practice 
of killing his daughters. 

253. From Dessajee of Mallia I obtained a similar writing to that received 
from the Chief of Moorvee. 

254. I had conceived great expectations from Dessajee, who had preserved 
a daughter, and had by his Vukeel afforded repeat'ed>assurances that he was. 
ready to renounce Infanticide ; but it is remarkable that this Chief used every 
evasion and delay to avoid executing a formal deed in renunciation of the 
practice. 

255. It is necessary to notice here, that there were several petty Jhareja 
Chiefs in camp, whose distressed and dependent circumstances rendered them 
obsequious to any measure proposed by Government, and they were ready to 
bind themselves by any engagement to renounce Infanticide; but I conceived 
that their acquiescence would not have the force of example with any of the 
superior Chiefs, and would rather prejudice the cause. 

256. Under these ideas, I declined for the present entering into engage¬ 
ments with the petty Chiefs who followed the camp.^ 

257. The narrative must n9iv accompany the operations of the detachment 
which traversed the country of the Jam, and arrived at Kundorna. 1 
employed this time, as often as circumstances and opportunity permitted, in 
favour of the design for abolishing Infanticide. 

258. Wassonjeo Eswurjee, the Vukeel of the Gondul ChiefJ residing in 
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camp, enabled me frequently to converse with him on the subject ; and this 
sensible and respectable Brahmin was easily prevailed on to unite his influence 
with mine, in order to prevail on his master to enter into a formal obligation 
for abolishing Infanticide. 

269. During these events, Wassonjee had occasion to proceed to Gondnl 
on some revenue affairs, and before his departure he privately gave me such 
assurances as I conceived might be confided in, that he would obtain from 
Dewajee authority on his return to enter into any engagements which might 
be required for preserving the daughters of the Jharejas residing in that part 
of the country. 

260. In this and every endeavour for suppressing Infanticide, it is with 
great pleasure that I mention the cordial and zealous assistance of Wittul Rao 
Dewanjee, the commander of the Gaekwar army. This officer, with the 
peculiar ardour of his character, embraced every occasion of exposing the 
enormity of the crime, and of promoting by his arguments and influence a 
detestation of the practice. 

261. The mission of Wassonjee Eswuijee was entirely successful, and on 
his return to camp, after expressing the reluctance of his master to set an 
example which might bring on him the reproach of his caste, a deed of the 
most solemn, effectual, and binding nature was executed, renouncing for ever 
the practice of Infanticide. 

262. The following is a translation of this instrument;—Whereas the 
Honorable English Company and Anundrao Gaekwar Sena Khas Khel 
Shumshere Bahadoor, having set forth to us the dictates of the Shasters, and 
the true faith of the Hindoos, as well as that the * Birmhaway Wurtuk Pooran’ 
declares the killing of children to be a heinous sin,—it being written that it 
is as great an offence to kill an embryo as a Brahmin; that to kill one woman 
•is as great a sin as killing a hundred Brahmins; that to put one child to 
death is as great a transgression i^inst the divine laws as to kill a hundred 
women; and that the perpetrator of this sin shall be damned to the hell 
Rule Sootheeta, where he shall be infested with as many maggots as he may 
have hairs on his body, be born again a leper, and debilitated in all his 
members: We, Jhareja Dewajee and Kooer Nuthoo, Zumindars of Gondul 
(the custom of Female Infanticide having long prevailed in our caste), do 
hereby agree, for ourselves and for our offspring, as also we bind ourselves in 
behalf of our relations and their offspring, for ever, for the sake of our own pros¬ 
perity, and for the credit of the Hindoo faith, that we shall from this day renounce 
this practice; and, in de&ult of this, that we acknowledge ourseltes offenders 
against the Sirkars. Moreover, should any one in future commit that offence, 
we shall expel him from our caste, and he shall be punished according to the 
pleasure of the two Qovemments, and the rule of flie Shasters.” The above 
writing is duly executed. 

263. With the exception of the Jam, every Jhareja Cluef readily, and 
without offering a single objection, subscribed to a counterpart of this instrument. 

47 G 
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2G4. The Jam continued to oppose that measure as long as he was able, 
and made use of every subterfuge and artihce to avoid making the same 
declaration that his brethren had done. His first attempt to make the plan 
miscarry M'as to persuade Dewajee of Gondul not to sign the engagement. 
For this purpose, the Jam used the influence of letters and messengers, but 
fortunately ineffectually. 

265. When Jam Jessajee found, notwithstanding his opposition and 
remonstrances, that Dewajee had executed the agreement for renouncing In¬ 
fanticide, and that the rest of the Jhareja Chiefs would follow this example, 
he probably foresaw that he would also be obliged to comply; but even at 
this moment he was instigated by his pride and arrogance to offer an excej)- 
tion, by which he expected to save his honour, and to circumscribe the extent 
of his obligation. 

266. The .Tam proposed that neither himself nor his own offspring should 
be included in the engagement, but that he should bind himself for his rela¬ 
tions and their offspring only, to renounce Infanticide. 

267. On the grounds, however, that an unqualified abolition w^as become 
the 3Iooluk Skercskta, “ custom of the country,” or the Haj-ool-Moolk, “ order 
of the Government,” the Jam was informed that his request could not be 
complied wdth; and he Anally, like the rest of the Jharejas, concluded and 
executed a corresponding instrument. 

268. It is sufficient, to expose the unworthy motives of this Chief, to 
mention, that after he had agreed to the engagement for renouncing Infan¬ 
ticide, he had the effrontery and meanness to solicit an abatement of his 
revenue, in order to reimburse the expense which, as he alleged, he would in 
future be liable to in consequence of bringing up his daughters. 

269. The character of this Chief exhibits an extraordinary contrast of 
great arrogance and extreme submission, of insolence and timidity ; and the 
treachery and cruelty of the Jam are only restrained by the cow'ardice of his 
disposition. 

270. The originals of these instruments are in my possession, and will be 
deposited in the Honorable Company’s Treasury at Baroda, where they may, 
perhaps, be better preserved than in the Gaekwar Duftur, and can readily be 
produced on any occasion of appeal or reference. 

271. Copies of the original instruments remain with the commander of the 
Gaekwar army in Kattywar; and in the appendix to this letter (vide Appendix 
No. 20) a list will be found of the names of every Chief who has subscribed 
to the deeds for renouncing Infanticide. 

272. This list contains not only every Chieftain of note, but every inferior 
Jhareja Chief who enjoylPthe least share of independence, and comprises 
within its obligation every Jhareja family inhabitipg the peninsula of 
Guzerat. 

273. Having accomplished the renunciation of Infanticide in this part of 
the coimtry (vide Appendix No. 18), 1 was willing to think that the example 
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might produce a favourable effect on the Jharejas of Kutch; and, in this 
expectation, I addressed myself again to Futteh Mahomed. 

274. The Jemadar’s answer contained a second defence of In&nticide, but 

in more moderate terms; and it disclosed a circumstance, which is probably 
true, that his situation rendered it improper for him to say anything on the 
subject of the Jharejas. • 

275. It appears that the Jhareja Bhyad of Kutch could easily overturn the 
usurped authority of Futteh Mahomed ; and that they only sanction, or sub¬ 
mit to it, in consideration that they have acquired thereby an extension of their 
own authority, and many illegal possessions ; but it is generally understood 
that if this Jemadar attempts to deprive them of any of their privileges, or to 
circumscribe tlieir unjust acquisitions, they could witliout much difficulty 
deprive him of his own power. 

276. Under these circumstances, we cannot probably indulge any strong 
hope that the suppression of Infanticide will soon be attained in Kutch; and in 
the actual state of affairs in that country they may afford some apology for 
Futteh Mahomed appearing as a constrained advocate, perhaps, for the un¬ 
natural Clime of Infanticide.^ 

277. I have annexed, as an appendix to this letter (vide Appendices 
Nos. 1 to 20), my correspondence with the Native Chiefs concerning Infanti¬ 
cide, and several other documents connected with the subject. I have 
occasionally alluded to these papers, and they will be found noticed, where a 
reference occurred, in the present letter. 

278. 1 shall now proceed to offer some remarks on the nature and efficacy 
of the engagements for the renunciation of Infanticide. 

279. The ease and readiness, after the example of the Chief of Gondul, 
with which the Jharejas relinquished the practice of killing their daughters, is 
'difficult to account for on any satisfactory motives of human conduct. 

* Since this paragraph was written, I have had an interview with an Agent of Futteh 
Mahomed, and 1 annex a memorandum of his conversation. Koobeerjee Mehta is the brother 
of Futteh Mahomed’s Dewan, the man who ivrote the letter in Futteh MahoiAcd’s name. 
From this memorandum it will be seen that the state of Futteh Mahomed’s circumstances 
would not permit him to attempt this innovation on the prejudices of the Jharejas:— 

“ In a conversation with Koobceijee Mehta, an agent of Futteh Mahomed of Kutch Bhooj, 
upon desiring him to explain why the Jemadar returned such extraordinary replies to the 
overtures respecting Infanticide which were made to him from Katlywar, Koobeeijee says that 
the peculiar nature of Futteh Mahomed’s situation obliges him to be extremely cautious and 
conciliatory in his conduct respeeting the Jharejas. He professes himself to be a servant of 
the Rao, and acts accordingly; he never site on a Gadee, unless he takes a young Jhareja in his 
arms; he never used a palanquin until lately, or sleeps on a cot in the camp, which ia a {nri- 
vilege of the Jharejas. 

When he received a wound, inflicted by an assassin, the Rao gave him permission to use a 
palanquin. Were he to disgust any of the Jharejas, he odds new strength to the cause of his 
rival Hunaraj Sha. 

*' The business of Infknticide concerns the Jharejas alone, and the letter was written under 
their influence. The Jemadar neithw commits nor justtfles the practioe.” 
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280. This sudden change in the sentiments, and dereliction of their man> 
ncrs and prejudices, was not probably entirely the effect of example. The 
Jharejas were prepared for the event, from the perseverance with which the 
measure had been pressed on their attention; and they were probably 
apprehensive that they might expose themselves to some inconvenience 
and punishment if they Cbntinued an opposition which tliey had been 
accustomed in every case to see ending to their disadvantage. 

281. However this may be, the difficulty with which these people relin¬ 
quished the absurd and wicked custom of destroying their daughters may be 
viewed as no unequivocal proof of the stability of the arrangement, and that it 
was entered into with more sincerity than if it had been tlie result of an 
instant compliance with an arbitrary mandate. 

282. But to estimate correctly the determination of the Jharejas to respect 
their engagements, it is necessary to refer to the terms of the engagements, the 
extent of their obligations, and the unquestionable power of the Ilonorablc 
Company and of the Gaekwar to maintain these contracts in force. 

283. The instruments ascertain with precision what the parties have 
stipulated to perform; and besides inflicting the penalties derived from caste 
and religion, those deeds confer on the Company and Gaekwar a clear and 
legal right of punishing the offenders. 

284. It seems to be incontrovertible that the Jharejas continued Infanticide 
from motives of interest or convenience, and the same motives are now brought 
forward to counterbalance their former prejudice; for if tliey were to relapse, 
and kill their daughters, they would be liable to the disgrace of expulsion from 
their families, and to an arbitrary punishment,—exposing themselves evidently 
to much greater disadvantages and vexations than can possibly arise from 
preserving their children. 

285. The illiterate condition of the Jharejas, the confined state of their 
information, and the acquiescence of successive generations, had shut their 
eyes to the atrocity of Infanticide; but it is not too much to expect that the 
instruction and lights they have lately received may produce a beneficial 
change in their sentiments. 

286. The crime of U^fanticide has been exposed to the community, and 
many men who neveri'ibflected upon it before will now, under the impression 
of its enormity, insensibly impart their sentiments to the Jharejas who live 
amongst them. 

287. The intercourse of life, and the equal state of tliis society, afford 

abundance of opportunity for this communication ; and it will produce that 
influence which is generaUy the consequence of a free exchange of correct 
opinions. ^ 

288. Among the causes, also, which are likely to msdntain the observance 
:of these engagements, superstition may be mentioned, which was before em¬ 
ployed to favour Infanticide. 

289. The Jharejas now understand the punishment denounced by the 
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Shasters for the crime, and the same spirit of religion which transferred the 
-sin to the Rajgors will be equally disposed of by a kind of retributive justice, 
in consequence of their own voluntary deed to make them in future answerable 
for every violation of their contract. 

290. Even a temporary disuse of Infanticide would assist towards its entire 
abolition, by allowing reason and natural feelings to recover their ascendancy. 
The great satisfaction of the country, and the general contentment of 
the Jharejas themselves, after they had signed the instruments for abolishing 
Infanticide, whatever repugnance they had before expressed to the measure, 
appeared to me to adbrd strong grounds for believing that the engagements 
would be permanent. 

291. The efficacy, however, of these engagements, and the entire suppres¬ 
sion of this vice, must be maintained by the vigilance and rigour of the 
Company’s and the Gaekwar Governments ;—their power or influence must 
be exerted to punish the first instance of transgression. 

292. It might have been desirable, but it was not easily practicable, 
to have defined the nature of the punishment to be inflicted on future 
offenders. 

293. The gr at inequality in the power and rank of the Jharejas rendered 
it impossible to fix on a common standard of punishment. There may also be 
some advantage in leaving this matter uncertain and unlimited. 

294. I have now brought to a conclusion the several observations which 
have from time to time occurred to me on the very extraordinary subject of 
Female Infanticide as existing among the tribe of Jhareja Rajpoots, and which 
1 have committed to paper as they arose, with little attention to order. 

295. The extent to which this horrid practice has been carried affords a 
melancholy picture of human manners and depravity. The fact, which would 

‘scarcely obtain credit among the more civilised nations of Europe, is now 
established to demonstration; and the Honorable Company’s Government 
have the merit of directing their philanthropic attention to the abolishment of 
a custom as singular as barbarous, and as contrary to tbe general feelings of 
parents and humanity as ever disgraced the history of man. 

296. It is remarkable that none of the Governments who have acquired an 
ascendancy in India have ever been induced to attempt the abolition of Infan¬ 
ticide, and that a custom so repugnant to every principle of reason and 
natural affection should have been permitted to exist, and be tolerated, even at 
the very walls of the capitals of the Mahomedan sovereigns of Delhi and 
Guzerat, without an attempt to abolish it, while the harmless* rites of 
the Hindoo religion should have excited the most bigoted and intolerant 
persecution. 

297. It is satisfactory, however, to reflect, that this honour has been 

* Mr. Duncaji observes, in a note on this passage,—‘‘Major Walker adverts to those 

rites of the Hindoo reli^on that are really innocent, or at least unhurtful to the public.** 
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reserved for our nation. I trust the engagements which have been executed 
will be perpetual; and 1 see at present no reason to doubt but they will 
be observed. The abolition of Infanticide was one of the most popular 
acts of the Honorable Company’s Government in Kattywar; and even the 
Jharejas themselves seemed to conceive it to be a benefit to be relieved 
from the performance of an act which, for the honour of human nature, 
it must be hoped could not always be practised without some pity and 
compunction. 

298. The same motives which directed the Honorable Company to obtain 
engagements for the abolition of Infanticide will also induce them to superin- 
tcnid with anxious care the advantage thus gained to the cause of humanity, 
until natural feeling shall have gained an ascendancy sufficient to prevent any 
infraction of the present agreement. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) A. Walker, 

Jiaroda, \bth March 1808. liesideiit. 

Postscript. —* ♦ # * There is at this day a numerous class of Brah¬ 
mins who are accused of the practice of Human Sacrifices; they are called 
Kurada, and are inhabitants of the Konkun. 

The object of their worship is Mahalukshmce, to whom human sacrifices 
are acceptable, and the more so if the victim is a Brahmin learned in the 
Shasters.* • 

* Since this parat^ph was written, 1 have collected some detaehed memoranda respecting; 
the practices of the Kurada, or Kcrara Rrahmins, which would seem clearly to establish that 
they have been, and probably are now, addictetl to a superstitious idea tlmt the goddess is 
to be propitiated by the destruction of a human life. This goddess is known under a vaiicty 
of names, and may be worshipped by her devotees, sometimes as the dispenser of riches and 
blessings, and at other times as a deity whose wrath is to be deprecated ; or as her wor8hip])crs 
may be of the sect of Shiva or Vishnoo. 

It is already mentioned in the text that the Kurada or Kerara Brahmins are numerous in 
Guzerat. 

The term Kurada (a) is d^^vfd from a village or a tract of country in the Konkun, and 
comprehends a numerous tribe, who arc divided into several sects or classes and subdivisions. 
The difference of their tenets consists principally in the preference of the worship of a particular 
deity ; and, consequently, in being guided by his institutions or dictates. They are supposed 
to be under the influence of the Vishara Bhoot, or Spirit of Poison. This we may perceive to 
be either the cause or the eflect of the prejudice against them. 

In order to appease the wrath of this wicked demon, thqr administer poison to their guests 
and friends. By this means the s|lrit is gratified, and, in return, extends his protection to 
them and their frunilies. This character is probably dictated by ignprance or enmity, and the 

(a) Th« orisln of the Kurada or Kerara Briihmlni, as well aa the Kokunastha tribe, as described by Captain WUford 
in Vol. IX. of the " Asiatip Jtcscarebes^*’ is fullp aclcnowladped bjr the Brahmins of this tribe, who are resident In Guzerat. 
They deny, however, that they have destroyed or mutilated the second part of the Sianda Poorana, and assert that it 
is stilt cstant. 
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The public performance of this sacrifice has long since fallen into disuse; 
but a sect of the Kurada Brahmins are accused of effecting, by the secret 
operation of poison, that object which they dare not publicly avow. 

1 know several Kurada Brahmins in respectable public situations, intelligent, 

picture is likewise too horrid and extravagant to be wholly true, but neither is it to be wholly 
rejected. 

Tltis prejudice against the Kurada Brahmins is supposed also to have derived credibility and 
weight from a very general and popular opinion that the Konkun is infested in a ]>BrticulBr 
manner with evil spirits. 

Although a Kurada unwillingly discusses this subject, as he is sensible of the prejudices 
against him, and of the indignation of other tribes, yet they sometimes will admit that their 
caste labour under the odium of tlm practice ; and if he should even be convinced of the spiri¬ 
tual expediency of the practice, he is aware at present of the danger attending it,—the law and 
custom, humanity and reason, would now punish the pcqictration of the deed. 

If ever it is ]iractiscd, it is evident that it must be in secret. 

There can be little doubt but that formerly this sect indulged their prejudices in this respect 
to a considerable extent, though now, like many other customs of the Hindoos, the observance 
of this has from various causes relaxed. 

It is said the pri;(>tice has fallen much into disuse since the Peshwas have gained an 
ascendancy. 

One circumstance is deserving of particular notice—that the caste of Brahmins accused of 
pi'actising these bloody and savage rites arc equally followers of Shiva and Vishnoo. 

I have been told the following anecdote, which, although rc]icated by several people, is too 
vague and uncertain to be received as any endence of a general custom 

It is related that the wife of a certain Brahmin made a vow to her god, that provided she 
obtained a particular end she would gratify him by a human sacrifice. As she was favour¬ 
ably heard, it was necessary that she should find a victim, but the secrecy and danger attending 
it obliged her to select the object from her own family. 

The victim she selected for this purpose was the destined husband of her infant daughter. 
The design was known only to this child, w’bo was entrusted with the fatal secret for the 
wesson that appears in the sequel. 

According to the custom, the young bridegroom was invited to partake of the nuptial feast at 
his father-in-law’s bouse. This was the occasion which the woman had fixed upon for 
administering the poison. Eveiything was prepared, and the drug mixed with the portion of 
food intended for the boy, and, according to the Hindoo custom, put apart. The portions of 
the two children wore close together, and the mother is said to have entrusted her daughter with 
the secret to prevent mistake, and to lead him to his particular share. The child, however, 
terrified at the prospect of misfortune, and her future misery’, wilfully guided her young hus¬ 
band to another portion, and saved his life, but at the e.xpcnse of her father’s. 

The mother observed the conduct of her daughter, but she was compelled to remain silent i 
and the rest of the guests sitting down indiscriminately to their victuals, the fatal portion fell 
to the lot of her own husband. 

'I'liere is another story attending the origin of human sacrifices, which I relate on the authority 
of tradition. 

A certmu Raja, having built a spacious and beautiful tank, found every effort to fill it with 
water impracticable. 

This greatly distressed the Raja, and having in vain exerted every expedient of devotion and 
labour, the Raja at last vowed to his particular deity (he sacrifice of bis own child, provided 
this precious offering was accepted by tbe grant of his prayer. 

Accordingly the Raja directed one of his children to be placed in the centre of the tank. 
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charitable, and humane, who would abhor the commission of this detestable 
crime, and who, though they admit its former existence, most strongly deny 
its present practice : but the power of prejudice is sometimes stronger than the 
completest evidence of moral conduct; aud many people, under the influence 

on which the deity instantly gave an undeniable testimony of his assent and gratification : the 
tank immediately filled with fine water^ and the child was sacrificed in being drowned. 

Although stories of this description are too wild for belief, they show how general the 
impression is. The following gnemorandum of a conversation with a Kurada Brahmin on the 
subject is more positive :— 

Vishnoo Punt Naprai Tattin, by caste a Kurada Brahmin, a Gomashta in the house of Ilurcc 
Dhugtee, acknowledges that his caste have the odium of committing human sacrifices—at least 
he has heard so, for he himself is ignorant of the practice. 

If any Kurada Brahmin should be poor or childless, the Goddess Durga, but under another 
name, is propitiated by killing a Brahmin of any caste,—the more holy, learned, beautiful, 
high-bred, rich, and flourishing, either in family or riches, the more acceptable the sacrifice. 

It is effected by treachery, or by inviting to a feast. The intended victim is always treated 
with extraordinary respect, oiled, and flowers put round his neck; but poison is administered 
in his food. The food is administered by a widows—no man, or woman with a husband, will 
commit it. Vishnoo Punt, in elucidating the sacrifice, says such a man as the Shastree would 
be a very acceptable offering. 

Both the Shastree and Vishnoo Punt enumerate some instances of sacrifices of this descrip¬ 
tion, which have, according to common rumour, taken place:— 

1. Tritnbuk Bhut Davekur, the son of the sister of Gungadhur Shastree’s maternal grand¬ 

father, died of poison at Sattara, administered at the house of Baboorao Taiwulkur, a 

Kurada or Kerara Brahmin. 

2. A Telinga Brahmin is said to have been poisoned at the house of Baboorao Keshow, a 

Kurada Brahmin of high respectability at Poona. 

3. Sed Bhut Thakoor, a Kurada Brahmin, and the Gooroo of the Sahoo Raja, administered 

poison to Bhikoba Gosavee Wynkur, a Brahmin. This is also only from report. 

These superstitious practices, however, must now be considered as declining, or wholly 
abandoned among the Hindoos; they have followed the progress of civilisation and humanity, 
in India as well as in Europe, and disappeared in both countries with the improvement of 
manners and society; but there are still other anomalies shocking to human nature, which arc 
permitted, and are strongly opposed to the general character of the Hindoo religion for 
benevolence and humanity. Widows burning with their husbands, the practice of Female 
Infanticide among the Jharejas, the meritorious kinds of suicide, arc all of this description. 

The inhuman practice, also, of a son supporting luid exposing a parent enfeebled by ago, 
and unable to support himself, to ^he flood, is perhaps alo^.e to be found existing at this day 
in India. The practice is not equent, and if it can admit any palliation it would be from the 
consideration that it is done at the desire of the victim. 

But, as more particularly connected with the subject of Infanticide, the custom of mothers 
who have been long barren offering their firstborn as a sacrifice of gratitude to their gods, 
deserves particular mention. 

I have not, however, been able to discover, from my own observation, nor from any infor¬ 
mation to which I have ever had aeceM, that this is done by leaving the child in the woods to 
be devoured by wild beasts, birds of ^ey, or throwing it into the Ganges alive. 

It has been ever described to me as peculiar to the fourth class, aifd, as a mere act of devo¬ 
tion, leaving the offspring to the aervic^of the god, where it remains, unless redeemed by the 
parents, which is generally the case. 

The circumstance of parents devoting their offspring to a particular deity is illustrated by 
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of this passion, would decline to eat of food prepared by a Brahmin of this 
tribe, of which he himself should not at the same time partake. 

Since my return to Baroda, also, I hare met with an account of In&nticide, 
which ascribes its origin to a circumstance more probable than the disappoint* 
nicnt felt by the Baja at not findii^ a suitable match for his daughter. 

It is said that some of the early Musulman invaders of the Jhareja country, 
who«experienced the determination with which they defended their liberties, 
united policy to their arms, and sought to consoli(j^te their interests in the 
country by demanding the daughters of the Rajas in marriage. 

The high-spirited Jharejas would not brook the disgrace, and pretended 
they did not preserve their daughters; but fearful of the consequences, and that 
force would be resorted to, in order to obtain what was refused to entreaty, 
they listened to the advice of their Rajgors in this extremity, and, deluded by 
the fictitious responsibility which they accepted, the practice of Infanticide 
originated, and has since been confirmed. 

In consistency with this relation is an account which 1 have heard of one 
of the Rajas of Nowanuggur, whose daughter was demanded in marriage by 
the Kmperor of Delhi, and which also throws some light upon the doubtful 
point whether a g: own up daughter is ever put to death ? It appears that 
although much discredit would attach to a Jhareja who killed his daughter 
after having preserved her for any time, yet that such occurrences, however 
unfrequent, are not without precedent. It is probable that the caste, or 
family, would resent such a deed, and refuse to eat with the perpetrator. 

In some period of the history of the Jharejas, it is said that one of the 
Jams was despoiled of his country by the King of Delhi, who promised to 
restore it, ]>rovided the Jam gave him a daughter, whom he had preserved, in 
marriage. This must have been a legitimate daughter, as the Jam disdain¬ 
fully rejected the alliance, and transmitted his refusal through the Governor 
of Ahmedabad, who was tlie medium of tlie proposal on the part of his 
sovereign. 

the case of Futteh Sing Gackwar, the presumptive heir to the Gaeku'ar donuniona. Govind 
lino Gaekwar married two ladies of the same family, who were second cousins to eadi other; 
but his partiality inclined him rather to favour Gchnahace. It was in consequcuce of this 
partiality that this lady persuaded Govind Rao to dedicate his son by Anpooma Baee to the 
service of Kunduba, an incarnation of Shiva, and the tutelary deity of the Gaekwar family. 
This was accordingly performed, and Futteh Sing remained in the Deccan, and it was not 
until the interference of the British Government that this young man was brought into Guzerat, 
with the view of taking a share in the administration of his family’s ecmcems. 

Previous, however, to bis entrance into business, and also previous to his marriage, it was 
thought an indisfiensable act that he should be redeemed from the god, by distributing to the 
priests an equivalent to his weight in silver and gold. The ceremony is called Tula, (a) and 
was performed at a pago^ of Knndoba’s in the neighbourhood of Baroda, some short time 
before his marriage. Until this redemption is effected, the objeeC it sii|qiesed not to be able 
to ))erform any civil duty. 

(ol Tula-t/aan is Uiu unul tvrm for this wruraony,—" weight, ctasrUy,” 

•ISk 
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After some time, however, was given to reflection, the Jam was counselled 
by his friends to comply apparently, and to depart for Delhi, accompanied by 
his daughter, when he might evade the disgrace, save his honour, and recover 
his country, by putting his daughter to death, and give out that she died of 
sickness or fatigue during the journey. The plan was accordingly put into 
execution, and this conduct does not appear to have received the disapproba¬ 
tion of the caste,—probably it was applauded. • 

The accompanying ex^ct from Sale’s Komn contains further evidence of 
the practice of Infanticide, assimilating more than in any other case with the 
custom of the Jharcjas of Kutch and Kattywar. 

This barbarity seems confined to the female infants, as is the case with the 
Jhareja Rajpoots, and it is remarkable that the difficulty of providing for them 
in marrit^e, or the apprehension of their conduct disgracing their parents, is 
assigned in both cases as the cause of this inhuman custom. 

The existence of the custom of Infanticide has now been traced to almost 
every nation, scarcely any appearing to have been exempt from the reproach ; 
and one benefit which has resulted to mankind from the success of Mahomed’s 
imjmsture has been the relinquishment of so inhuman a practice amongst his 
numerous followers. 

(Signed) A. Walker, 

Baroda, \bth March 1808. Resident. 


Extract from Sale’s Korauj Preliminary BiscoursCf paye 174, Edition 1801, 

by T. Maiden Shekdourne Lane. 

The law of Mahomed also put a stop to the inhuman custom which had 
been long practised by Pagan Arabs, of burying their daughters alive, lest 
they should be reduced to poverty in providing for them, or else to avoid the’ 
displeasure and disgrace which would follow if they should happen to be made 
captives, or to become scandalous by their behaviour ; the birth of a daughter 
being for these reasons reckoned a great misfortune, and the death of one as 
great a happiness. The manner of their doing this is differently related. 
Some say, that when an Arab had a daughter bom, if he intended to bring 
her up he sent her, cfallied in a garment of wool or hair, to keep camels or 
sheep in the desert; but if he designed to put her to death, he let her live 
till she became six years old, and then said to her mother, Perfume 
her and adorn her, that I may carry her to her mothers”; which being 
done, the father led her to a well, or a pit dug for that purpose, and, 
having bid her to look down into it, pushed her in headlong as he stood 
behind, and then, filling li^ the pit, levelled it with the rest of the ground. 
But others say, that when a woman was ready to* fall in labour, they 
dug a pit, on the brink whereof she was to be delivered; and if the child hap¬ 
pened to be a daughter they threw it into the pit, but if a son^they saved it 
alive. This custom, Uiough not observed by all the Arabs in general, was 
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yet very common among several of their tribes, and particularly those of 
Koreish and Kendeh, the former using to bury their daughters alive in Mount 
Abu Dalama, near Mecca. In the time of ignorance, while they used this 
method to get rid of their daughters, Sasaa, grandfather to the celebrated 
poet A1 Farazdak, frequently redeemed female children from death, giving for 
every one two she-camels big with young, and a he«camel; and hereto A1 
Farazdak alluded when, vaunting himself before one of the Khalifs of the frtmily 
of Meya, he said, ** I am the son of the giver of lif^ to the dead ”; for which 
expression, being censured, he excused himself by alleging the following 
words of the Koran: lie who saved a soul alive shall be as if he had saved 
the lives of all mankind.” The Arabs in the murdering of their children were 
far from being singular, the practice of exposing infants and putting them to 
death being so common among the ancients that it is remarked as a thing very 
extraordinary in the Egyptians that they brought up all their children; and 
by the laws of Lycurgus no child was allowed to be brought up without the 
approbation of public officers. At this day, it is said, in China the poorer 
sort of people frequently put their children, the females especially, to death 
with impunity. 

This wicked p»'actice is condemned by the Koran in several passages, one 
of which, as some commentators judge, may also condemn another custom of 
the Arabians altogether as wicked, and as common among other nations of 
old, viz. the sacrificing of their children to their idols, as was frequently done, 
in particular in satisfaction of a vow they used to make, that if they had a 
certain number of sons born they would ofier one of them in sacrifice. 


APPENDIX No. 1 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Extract from a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker to Soonobrjee 
Sewjee, dated Camp at Gootoo, ISth Septemher 1807. 

Another indispensable article is the relinquishment of the custom of Female 
Infanticide. 

This is a concession to the Company. It is necessary, to ensure their regard, 
and will render the character of Jehajee illustrious for abolishing a practice 
which all civilised people so strongly condemn. 
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APPENDIX No. 2 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Extrctct from a Letter from Soonderjee Sewjee to Lieutenant Colonel 
A. Walkeb, dated the 20th September 1807. 

The state of affairs here is, tliat having had an interview with Jehajee 
Tliakoor, some time elapsed in making him acquainted with my message. 
By his answer it appeared that the relinquishment of Infanticide will not 
compose an article of the Fuel Zamin, but he will give a separate writing to 
this eflbet into my hand,—“ Provided you will cause the village which Babajee 
has taken to be restored, when you leave the country to go to Baroda; then 
my consent to the relinquishment of Infanticide is given.” 


APPENDIX No. 3 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Extract from a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker to Soonderjee 
Sewjee, dated the 20th September 1807. 

In respect to the Thakoor Jehajee, I am very sorry to observe that the full 
assurances which I gave you and Bhanjce Mehta have been lost: I did not 
expect the objections which have been made, and all the trouble which I have 
taken may now prove fruitless. 

The relinquishment of the custom of Infanticide must be unconditional; it 
must be clear, and from the heai*t, and without any reservation. The ad¬ 
vantages to the Raja would be many besides those arising from humanity, 
from religion, and from the natural affection of parents to children. It will 
ensure him the friendship and favour of the Company's Government. 

The Thakoor must not expect the friendship of the Company if he continues 
this practice, and nothing will be ceded on this point to induce him. It must 
be relinquished as the only terms on which the Honorable Company’s favour 
and friendship can be obtained, but there is no objection to the engagement 
to relinquish it being expressed in a separate paper. * 

Since writing the above, I have received your second note, but its contents 
cause no alteration in the sentiments I have above written; further, that you 
may tell the Raja that I do not know how the Honorable Company can 
become Bhandaree for any civil obligation of men who appear to disregard 
the most sacred of all obligplions, that of protection of offspring. 
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APPENDIX. No. 4 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Tramlatwn of a Letter from Soonderjee Sewjee to Lieutenant Colonel 
A. Walker, dated the 20M September 1807. 

After compliments.—I related this morning the conversation I had yester¬ 
day with the Thakoor Jehajee, with which you will have become acquainted. 
At present the mother of the Thakoor, with the brethren of the Raja, having 
assembled, they represented that the relinquishment of Female Infanticide 
will be agreed to by us according to the conditions to which Rao Saheb of 
Kutch and Jam Saheb may agree; before them nothing will be concluded 
by us.” 

If Major Walker should cause the village taken by Babajee to be restored, 
it is well, “ otherwise he is a free agent; but according to the adjustment which 
the Rao and the Jam may make not to commit Infanticide, we will agree.” 


APPF.:vDIX No. 5 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Extract from a Letter from Juareja Jehajee, of MoorveCyto Lieutenant 
Colonel A. Walker, dated the 21st September 1807. 

You have often urged me to adopt some course to preserve my daughters, 
and I am convinced you look upon me as your own when you desire me to do 
this; but the Jharejas have from ancient times killed their daughters, and I 
cannot set a new example first. 

I am much annoyed by Mallia: if, therefore, you reduce Mallia, and keep it 
subject to the Company, or give it to me, as well as restore Haralla,—^if you 
should favour me so much, my present distress will be removed, and I will 
meet your wishes in preserving my daughters. This is my petition. 


APPENDIX No. 6 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Extract from a Letter from Soonderjee Sewjee to Lieutenant Colonel 
A. Walker, dat^ the 22nd September 1807. 

Having arrived at Moorvee, and had an interview with the Raja until 1 
saw that no clear answer could be obtained, without threats; notwithstanding 
that according to the best of my ability I used both soothing and wann 
language, yet I grasped the wind, and nothing but dregs remained in the 
cup. 'Phe arrangement respecting the children in particular appeared 
helpless. 
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APPENDIX No. 7 TO THE FOBEGOING REPORT. 

Extract from a Letter from Soonderjee Sewjee to Lieutenant Colonel 
A. Walker, dated the 23r<2 September 1807. 

I yesterday wrote the particulars of my interview with the Thakoor, and 
his refusal to relinquish Infanticide. 

Affairs are thus, that what 1 yesterday WTote is still the language of to-day; 
therefore favour me with an answer to yesterday’s, and the present communi¬ 
cation, for to wait longer without effect would be discreditable; but 1 am 
subject to orders. 


APPENDIX No. 8 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Extract from a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker to Soonderjee 
Sewjee, dated the 23rc? September 1807. 

Your notes of yesterday and to-day are both received and understood. I 
delayed to answer the first in expectation of the second. 1 have now the 
pleasure to send you two letters, one to the Raja and one to his mother : that 
to the Raja being delivered first, observe what effect it has, and then, if you 
tliink it will prove of any use, deliver the other to his mother. 

If this should induce any alteration in the Raja’s mind, you will of course 
make the most of it; but if it does not, we can only regret that our efforts 
should be unattended with the effect we wished. 

It will, however, be still proper to keep open the gate, so that this business 
may be hereafter effected; and you may therefore suggest to the Raja the 
propriety of answering my letter in terras of friendship with this view. 


APPENDIX No. 9 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Extract from a Letter to the Raja of Moorvee, dated the 23rd September 1807. 

I have learnt with much dissatisfaction from the respectable Soonderjee 
Seaijee, that notwithstanding the assurances which I have given him and 
Bhanjee Mehta, you still continue to persist in refusing to contract an engage¬ 
ment to relinquish Female Infanticide. 

If the custom is a bad oJI, it cannot require any person’s example to leave 
^ person’s example ought to be sufficient to cause 

wlffiolishment 

^'']^ut it is universfdly allowed to be unnatural, and against your .religion; and 
the objections you ui^e against it are unbecoming your rank and situation. 
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The friendship and favour of the Company can only be procured by leaving 
off a practice so contrary to the usi^e of mankind. 

I am well disposed to serve you, but my support to you must depend on 
yours to the cause of humanity. 

On this subject, and on the adjustment of your future Jumma, hear the 
advice of Soonderjee, to whom 1 have communicated my sentiments. 


APPENDIX No. 10 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Letter from Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker to the Mother of Jharbja 
Jehajee, of Moorvee, dated the 23rd September 1807. 

After compliments.—The army being in the neighbourhood of Moorvee, I 
have unavoidably learnt a number of circumstances, and 1 have heard of your 
wisdom and prudence with great pleasure. 

The Sirkar is very anxious that the very cruel custom of Female Infanticide 
should be abolished by your advice and assistance. Do you, therefore, by 
every means in your power endeavour to persuade your son to desist from 
this practice. 1 hope you will labour in this affair, for it is very unnatural for 
a mother to allow her own offspring to be put to death. Your ftither and 
your mother have nursed and brought you up; wherefore, then, should it hurt 
you to rear up your daughters ? Should you not do as I request, what 
answer can you return to your God ? 

Should you fully consider this business, you will perfectly observe the 
impropriety of it. 

. Should other castes do as the Jharejas, how could the Jhareja race exist ? 

What more can I write ? 

(Signed) A. Walker, 

Resident. 


APPENDIX No. 11 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Extract from a Letter from Soonderjee Sewjee to Lieutenant Colonel 
A. Walker, dated tlte 2^th September 1807. 

Your kind letter with its two enclosures, with which you fttvoured me, 
arrived in proper time. They were both delivered. After four hours had 
elapsed, the Thakoor came to my quarters, and appeared very submissive; but 
although I pushed the point as far as possible, he never consented to abandois 
the practice of Infanticide, but he said thus much, ** that whatever the Jam 
may conclude in this business, it has also my consent. Before that I cannot 
engage for anything, therefore let this subject be dropped; but the Company 
are powerful.” 
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APPENDIX No. 12 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Letter from Lxeutenant Colonel A. Walker to Soondbrjeb Sewjbb, dUUed 

the 24lA September 1807. 

I have received your letter, and I understand its contents ; but to-day being 
Witteepad,* which is an unlucky day, I therefore am unable to write a parti¬ 
cular answer until to-morrow. I beg you to wait. Still I request you will not 
slacken your endeavours until you have accomplished the point of obtaining a 
renunciation of Infanticide. 

This object is for the good of Thakoor Jehajee, and your reputation will be 
increased in the opinion of Mr. Duncan by gaining it. 

(Signed) A. Walker, 

Resident. 


APPENDIX No. 13 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

From Jhareja Jehajee, of Mooroeej to Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, dated 

the 2Ath September 1807. 

After compliments.—Your letter. Sir, I have received, in which is written to 
rear up and protect our daughters: but the circumstances of this case are, that 
from time immemorial the Jharejas have never reared their daughters, nor can 
it now be the case. This is my petition. 

My situation and circumstances are all known to you, Sir; and I now with 
folded arms make my petition, that if. Sir, you will continue to observe the 
same course of favour towards me, as .you have hitherto done, I may then 
hope to secure my ends, and to meet the demar is upon me. 1 have ^reed 
to a sum of Jummabundee even beyond my actual means, and let your protec¬ 
tion so extend that I may be able still to walk with rectitude, and be able to 
pay my dues. 


From the Mo&kr of Jehajee to Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker. 

Your letter has been received, and its contents understood. You have called 
upon Kooer Jehajee to rear up his daughters: but it is so, that for many 
years past none of the Jhareja tribes have ever reared their female offspring. 
Further particulars of this concern you will learn from- Kooer Jehajcc’s 
writing, and you must excpte him on this score, as Kooer Jehajee has attach¬ 
ed himself to you. Let his Jummabundee be so settled jthat his credit will be 
preserved. 

* WHteepad, aa tralocky day in the Hindoo ealmdar, in consequence of which the officer 
commanding the Gaekwar troops did not come to camp. 
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APPENDIX No. 14 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Extract from a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker to Soonderjeb 
Sewjtee, dated the 25th September 1807. 

Should anything wear a favourable appearance, I request you will let me 
know; the former and strong aversion to renounce Infanticide appears now 
to be less. Do you on this account keep Thakoor Jehajee assured of my 
friendship. 


APPENDIX No. 1.5 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Extract from a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker to Soonderjeb 
Sewjee, dat&i the 25th September 1807. 

1 have received your note, and understood its contents ; but I request you 
will again take the trouble to explain to the Itaja Jehajee my concern at the 
difficulty which appears to exist to persuade him, and the obduracy with which 
he resists every rgument to relinquish the practice of Female Infanticide. 

What can induce the Honorable Company to make such efforts, and what 
can induce me to request from you the utmost exertion of your abilities in this 
respect, except tlie cause of humanity, and the desire of the Honorable 
Company to put a stop to a practice which will redound to the advantage and 
credit of the llaja Jehajee ? 


APPENDIX No. 16 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

Extract from a Letter from Soonderjee Sewjee to Lieutenant Colonel 
A. Walker, dated the. 25th September 1807. 

Your letters of the third and second days past have been received,--the 
second at about 8 o’clock at night, when the Thakoor was with me, who saw 
the peon. Before I received this letter, I had been engaged in strong 
conversation with the Thakoor, but without effect. The difficulty still 
remains, and this practice will not be relinquished by the Thakoor Jehajee. 

Whatever the Jam agrees to, I will,” which I before reported,—the same is 
still dwelt upon. What was communicated by you, saying that should the 
Thakoor agree to relinquish the practice of Infanticide it would be a source of 
advantage to him, and the cause of increase of reputation to me in the opinion 
of Mr. Duncan: b^t. Sir, your servant has come to Moorvee solely on the 
Honorable Company’s account ,* and in whatever he may attempt, he is not 
that person who wiU not exert his best ability. Other business has arrived at 
a point of 'conclusion, but to the Infanticide relinquishment consent is not 
49 G 
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procurable, and my further detention here is unnecessary: but as you say 
that owing to the rain the Dewanjec had not arrived, but that I should 
receive an answer to-day, I accordingly await its arrival ; pray favour me with 
it before the close of the day. 

If the relinquishment of Infanticide is a question assuredly to be effected 
by the Company, its accomplishment must be effected by force, which would 
be but advisable and proper : but in future, whatever is your pleasure, I am 
your servant, and your orders, whatever they may be, will be conformed to. 


APPENDIX No. 17 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

JFrom JnAREJA Jehajee, dated the 21$^ October 1807. 

After compliments.—From motives of friendship the Honorable Company 
are urging me to preserve my daughters. To this I agree, if the Nowanuggur 
aud Gondul Chiefs agree : if they do not preserve theirs, I will not do it. 


APPENDIX No. 18 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

From Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker to Futteh Mahomed, dated the 28M 

September 1807. 

After compliments.—It is now a long time since I had the pleasure of 
hearing from you : it is proper that, in contmdiction to the past, you should 
favour me with friendly letters. 

The object of my present writing to you is to disclose a plan which the 
Honorable Company are very desirous of seeing adopted, and which would 
redound to your credit and honour. 

It is known to you that the tribe of Jhareja Rajpoots, who are very numer¬ 
ous in the country of Kutch, do not rear their female offspring, but, under the 
blind influence of prejudice, suffer their female in&nts to be destroyed in their 
childhood. < / 

This practice is no less contrary to the laws of the Gospel than it is to the 
precepts of the Koran; and it is also equally and fully prohibited in the Shas- 
ters and ordinances of the Hindoos, which the Jharejas ought to respect. 

Then you will observe that no motive of ambition, interest, or advantage can 
prompt the Honorable Company to wish to see a practice so contrary to every 
law abolished. ^ 

Their desire in this respect can arise solely from humenity, and a wish to 
j^pire the tribe of Jharejas with that affection for their female offspring which 
parents ought to possess. t 
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But what argument can be necessary to prove to you the advantage 
and credit which will attend your co-operating in this useful and humane 
attempt, to which you are invited by every consideration of humanity and 
religion ? 

Your effectual aid and assistance in this respect will secure the respect and 
consideration of all persons, and 1 feel a confidence that you will exert your 
best endeavours. 

Accordingly, as His Highness Rao Saheb is the senior of all the tribes of 
Jharejas, it is highly probable that all this tribe will not hesitate to follow an 
example that is set them by the head of the family, especially as they do not 
appear averse to it in other respects, and some of them have laudably broken 
through the custom. 

To make this custom, however, universal, it requires that it should be for¬ 
mally renounced, and that the separate independent heads of the Jhareja 
family should give some public document of its abolition. 

1 have therefore written upon this occasion a letter to His Highness Rao 
Saheb, and trust that his answer may be in conformity to the above, and 
be productive of the very desirable result of terminating the practice of 
Infanticide. * 


Copy of a Letter from, Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker to Rao Saheb, Raya 
of Kutcliy dated the ^rd October 1807. 

After compliments.—In these parts it is represented that all is well: gratify 
me by writing me accounts of your welfare, and in the terms of friendship that 
subsist between you and the Honorable Company. 

Just now, whatever is most profitable to your interest, and to the welfare of 
your family and race, in the opinion of the Honorable Company, has been 
written to Futteh Mahomed, and that respectable and worthy person will dis¬ 
close the whole to you for your consideration. I am satisfied that you will 
reply conformably to the wishes of the Honorable Company’s Government, 
and friendship will from this cause be much increased. 


From Futteh Mahomed Jemadar to Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, 
wWtmt datCf reemved on the 2 l 5 < October 1807. 

After compliments, and recapitulating the contents of Major Walker’s 
letter to him, which he states having received at a fortunate moment, and that 
it afforded him much pleasure, it proceeds,— 

It is notorious that since the Avatar of Shree Krishn, these people (the 
Jharejas), who are descended from the Jadows, have during a period of 4,900 
years been in the habit of killing their daughters, and it has no doubt reached 
your knowledge that all of God’s creation, even the mighty Emperors of 
Hindoostan,^Shah Jehan, Aurungzebe, and Akbar, who have successively 
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reigned in Ilindoostan,—those of Khorasan and Iran, and the Rajas of the four 
quarters of Hindoostan, besides all others the conductors of tlic affairs of this 
world, who have existed from time to time, have always preserved friend¬ 
ship with this court, and never acted in this respect (Female Infanticide) 
unreasonably. 

Even the King of the World, who is protected by God! the King of Room, 
descended from a long line of illustrious ancestors, who have reigned over that 
country from the earliest times, and in whose dominions is situated the 
inestimable and glorious Mecca, never once thought of putting a stop to the 
custom which prevails among the Jiiarejas of killing tlioir daughters; but, on 
the contrary, has preserved friendship at all times with this Durbar; and 
merchants possessing lakhs of wealth, belonging to his country, reside here, 
and people of equal wealth of this country are there; but he never once 
uttered anything on this subject. 

But you, who follow the paths of the King, and who are an Ameer of the great 
Sirkar, the Honorable Company, having written me on this subject, I have 
derived much uneasiness; for it does not accord with your good character. 

You should reflect, that though the authority of many Kings and Rajas, the 
King of Room excepted, has decayed or passed into the hands of others, still 
the government of this country has remained unmoved from the period of the 
Avatar of Krishn till this day, and this country contains so many bj’others of 
one heart, descended from a common parent, as is not to be found in any other 
quarter ; but they have not to this day departed from tlie habits of Female 
Infanticide. They have, however, approved of two good customs,—1st, in this 
country, neither birds nor animals are killed, goats excepted, and but few even 
eat them ; and charitable places for Fakeers going and coming from Mecca, 
and Hindoos performing pilgrimages, are so strongly planted that they suffer 
AO annoyance. 

This Durbar has always maintained friendship beyond bounds with the Sirkar 
of the Honorable Company ; and notwithstandilig this, since you have acted 
so unreasonably in this respect, I am much distressed. 

God is the giver, and God is the taker away : if any one’s affairs go to ruin, 
he must attribute his fortune to God ! No one has until this day wantonly 
quarrelled with this Dunbar, who has not in the end suffered loss. This 
Durbar wishes no one ill, nor has ever wantonly quarrelled with any one. 
Everything that may happen is from God,—1 bow obedient! Do not again 
address me on this subject 


From Lieuteiuint Colonel A. Walker to Futteh Mahomed, dated the 9th 

fe January 1808. 

The Honorable Company’s Government, impressed with horror at the 
inhuman practice of Female Infanticide, in existence among the Jhareja tribe, 
was induced to take measures to put a stop to it. 
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The designs of great men are always in concordance with the secret will of 
the Divinity, and that secret assistance of the Omnipotent which, praise to His 
name ! always attends the victorious standard of the army of the Honorable 
Company, has in this instance, in a short period, crowned the wishes of their 
Government with success, and extended and confirmed their reputation for 
humanity. 

The fame of the great character which you bear in the country of Kutch for 
humanity, and your love of justice, has not remained a secret to me. Do you, 
my friend, put a stop to the custom of Infanticide in Kutch, and you will per¬ 
petuate that name by an act which will ever be remembered with delight, and 
be assured the reward of so good an action will await you in the other world. 
T am fully satisfied that you will exert your utmost influence to do away this 
horrid practice, and tliereby entitle yourself to the gratitude of your fellow 
mortals, and the most perfect bliss in the next world ; for the Almighty has 
bestowed on you the power to do this. 

I have heard that all the Jharejas who have become converts to Islamism 
have renounced this practice. True it is that it is contrary to the dictates of 
Mahomed and the religion of Jesus Christ, as w'ell as the sayings of the 
Poorans and Shasters of the Hindoos; indeed it is, according to all these, the 
most heinous crinie and sin. 

I feel a strong desire to write you much at length on this subject, but to 
the wise a hint is enough. 

My friendship requires me to desire you always to write me accounts of 
your welfare, and of the advancement you may make in the attainment of 
the object of my present letter. 


From Futteh Mahomed Jemadar to Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, 

loithout date. 

Your other letter is expressive of the grief of the Honorable Company on 
account of the horrid practice of Female Infanticide among the Jharejas, and 
stating that you would derive much pleasure from the abolition of this custom, 
which you have urged on account of the friendship which subsists between this 
Sirkar and the Company, and supported by several arguments well com¬ 
posed, from the perusal of all which 1 have derived much pleasure. 

The reputation of your Government and of mine are now long established, 
and this is known to the whole world, and, God be praised! it will daily 
increase. 

Previous to this I wrote you on the subject of Female Infanticide, and from 
that you must have learned everything. What can I now say on this subject, 
for this custom has prevailed for five thousand years, since the incarnation of 
Krishna, and thus ft has been, and is now practised ? This is not a practice 
confined to a few, that it can be dispensed with. Every one, also, who widbes 
to nourish his daughters is at full fiberty, and he who wishes to kill them at 
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their birth has full powers so to do. In this world, none of the kings of the 
seven countries occupying the four quarters of the world, or the Kings of 
Arabia and Azum, who have reigned in this world, have ever wiltten on this 
subject, but, on the contrary, have always preserved the connections of friend¬ 
ship, and this Government has with these kings and rulers always maintained 
amity, which I also preserve; and it is not fit, with true friends such as we 
are, constantly, on this subject, to create any ground of uneasiness. 

It is the decree of Heaven, God the merciful,—the King of the two Worlds 
be praised !—every one is pleased with his own faith. On this account, and as 
the Jharejas are the relations and brothers of Maha Rao Saheb, and I am an 
adherent of his Durbar, it is not proper for me to say anything on the subject 
to the Jharejas, and it would not have effect, nor ever will. 

Therefore, this business excepted, I beg you will write me on any other, 
that 1 may, from performing it, show to you my regard, from which we will 
derive mutual advantages; and to say more than this to a person of your 
wisdom would be as foolish as to teach knowledge to Lokman.*’ 


APPENDIX No. 19 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

From Jhareja Dadajee, Chief of Rajkot. 

Many of the Jharejas of Kutch preserve their daughters, and previous 
to the birth of a child, the father, if he wishes to preserve his daughter? 
signifies such a wish, and his will is invariably obeyed ; if the mother wishes, 
and the father is averse to preserve his daughter, it is killed. Exceptions to 
this take place now and then, when the mother has great influence over the 
father. 

When tlie daughters are killed, they arc almost invariably put to death 
immediately after tlicir birth. 

On the birth of a daughter, the mothers generally never apprise the father, 
but put it to death at once. 

Daughters, when put to death, are always buried in the state in which they 
were bom, without undergolhg any purification, or being wrapped in any cloth. 

Dadajee has a daughter alive. He states, however, that he expressed a 
wish to preserve it previous to its birth. 

Some Jharejas preserve their daughters that may be born within the space 
of six months after the death of a Chief. Though this is little observed, it is 
still reckoned proper; but he says tlie avarice or other passions of the parents 
make them disregard this prapliice. 

Dadajee says there is no uniform mode of killing the. infants: sometimes 
they terminate their short life by opium; sometimes by placing the navel 


* A celebrated Peruan physicias, famous for his knowledge. 
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Btring on their mouth, and suffocating them. Dadajee, on being interrogated as 
to any other mode, asks in reply, ** What difficulty is there in blasting a 
flower ? ” 

Dadajee observes there is no impropriety in Jharejas presemng their 
daughters. Sometimes the motliers, if there are no female attendants, kill their 
infants themselves; but, in general, women of station never perform this 
unnatural office. 

Dadajee, in allusion to this subject, and as descriptive of the motives for 
Inffinticide, states that in Kattywar and Ilallar the liehbarees or goatherds 
allow their male kids to die when there are many of 'them brought ffirth, and 
the Charuns follow the same practice with their male buffaloes; both being 
reckoned unproductive in a country where little flesh is consumed, and the 
only profit that arises from these animals is from their milk. 

In regard to the origin of the custom of Infanticide, Jhareja Dadajee related 
the story of the Raja and his beautiful daughter ; but although he did not 
appear to put much confidence in the truth of this story, Dadajee could give 
no other account of the origin of the practice. He says that his race at one 
time occupied a country on the other side of Sind, and that, being suddenly 
surrounded witli Maliomedans, they were necessitated to kill their daughters, 
not being able to pi ovide them with husbands; and that the custom, which had 
its origin in a desire to preserve their caste, has been maintained in conse* 
quence of its favouring the avaricious motives of some, but, in general, without 
any motive at all further than that of following a custom of the tribe. 

Dadajee further states Persia to be tlie country which tradition assigned the 
Jharejas as their residence, and that the word Jam is derived from Jamshed, 
the name of a famous Persian monarch. 

Soonderjee Scwjce states that till the Jharejas in Kutch kill their daughters; 
but he is not acquainted with the particular mode in which they do it. Others 
have reported that they place the navel string on their mouth, or give them 
opium. 

He thinks that it is not customary to report the birth and death of a 
daughter to the father. 

The Jharejas of Kutch marry into all the Rajpoot families of Guzerat, of 
Thurr and Parkur. He states that they never marry their slaves, and that 
when they keep them as Rakhelees, or mistresses, that they allow them a 
separate house, even though the Jhareja be not married. 

Soonderjee’s Moonshee, who is a native of Sind, states that in this country 
the custom of Female Infiinticide has been relinquished by all except a tribe 
of Mahomedans named Kulhora. This is not a very numerous tribe; the 
Sovereigpis of Kutch formerly belonged to it. 
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APPENDIX No. 20 TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

List of Jhar^aSf including Jihyad not specifically mentioTied, who have 

renounced Infanticide. 


No. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 

13 

14 


15 


16 

17 


18 


19 

20 


Kooe 


Jharcja Iloteejce 

Jhareja Dossajce and Kooer Suttajee 
J|iaroja Jehajec 

Jharcja lluumuljce and Kooer Laka 
Jam Jessajee .. .. .. 

Jhareja Uunmuljec, by the agency 
Verajoe 

Jhareja Dewajoe, and Kooer Nuthoo 
r Jhareja Boptit Sing .. 

< Jhareja Uoteejec 
_ Jhareja Suttajee 
^' Jhareja Khengarjcc .. 

Jhareja Jehajee 
''Jhareja Ramsingjee .. 

Jhareja Kheemajcc .. .. , 

Jhareja Dewajee 
Jhareja Morjec 
j Jhareja Dossajee 
I Jhareja Khanjee 
Jhareja Tejmuljee 
Jharejas Khanjee and Bhanjee 
Jhareja Raising 

Jharejas Raojee and Iludoojec 
"jhareja Phooljee 
Jhareja Salleyuljee 

t Jhareja Raehjee 
Jhareja Jejee Rasanjee 
Jhareja llamsin^cc .. 

Jhareja Mayroojee and Kooer Osajee 


Jhareja Bunajee 
Jhareja Samutjec 
f Jhareja Phoolajee 
j Jhareja Dadajee 
\ Jhareja Soojajee .. . 

(^Jhareja Muikunjee .. ^ .. 

Jharejas Pemjee and Wagjee.. 

Jhareja Soorajee 
^Jhareja Kana Mooloo.. 

Jhareja Kana Mota 
Jhareja Kana Hookajee 
Jhareja Kana Rokajee 
Jhareja Kana Puchanjee jb. 

^Jhareja Kana Nuthoojee 
Kooer Sallajee. 

Rana Sirtaunjee and Kooer Hallajee, Jetwas. 


Taloukas or Villages. 

Kotara Sanganee. 

Mallia. 

jVIoorvee. 

Rajkot. 

Nowauuggur. 

Sirdhar. 

Gondul. 

DehroL 

Kursura. 

Jallia. 

Ilurniutcca. 

Kotarcc. 

Amba. 

Lodeka. 

Paal. 

Goureedur, 

Kotaria. 

"Wudalce. 

"Veerwa. 

Gudka. 

Shapoor. 

Kangseealec. 

Drappa. 

Rajpoor; the Bhyad of Ko« 
tara Sanganee. 

Barwa. 

Mengnee. 

Seesang. 

Dedee Molec. - 
Kuree and Yeerpoor. 


Salodur Womree. 




(Signeil) A. Walker, 

Resident. 
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Memo .—In the month of January 1808, the foUomng Engagement 
against Infantidde woe obtained by Lieutenant Colonel A. 
Walker from the Jharbja one? Jetwa Chiefs in Kattywar:-^ 

Engagement passed by Jhareja JIatheejeb and Kooer Bojrajeb, of 
TalookaKotra Sanganee, to Shreemunt Rovashree SenaKhas Khbl 
Shumsheke Bahadoor and the Hoxoradle Company, dated Poush 
Shoodh 5th, Summit 1864 ('A. E. 4th January 1808J. 

From the commencement it was a custom in our Jhareja caste not (b preserve 
the lives of daughters. On this both Governments, after expounding the 
Shaster on this subject, and pointing out to us the way of the Hindoo religion, 
stated that it is written in the Brumhu Vywurtuk Pooran,” (a sacred work,) 
that whoever commits this act, his sin is gi’eat; that is, it is equal to ** Gurbhu 
ITutya,” (the killing of an infant in the womb,) and Brumhu Hutya,” (the killing 
of a Brahmin,) so that tlie killing of 100 Brahmins is equal to killing one 
woman, and the killing of 100 women is equal to that of one child; but in^is 
two sins are committed, viz. the killing of woman and child. The punishment 
written for this un is, that he who commits it will remain in ** Ruvruwadik 
Kuth Soothul Nurk,” (a particular place in hell,) for as many years as there are 
hairs on the person of the said woman ; and afterwards, when he is bom again 
he would become a " Koreea,” (leprous,) and be subject to " Puksh Ghat” 
(paralytic stroke). In this manner the Sirkar expounded the Shaster to us. 
In order for our own good, and out of deference to the Hindoo religion, we and 
our posterity, viz. our sons and grandsons, and our brothers and nephews, and 
all, have given this writing, binding ourselves for perpetuity, that from hence¬ 
forward we shall not do such a thing. If we do, we shall be considered of- 
• fenders against the Sirkar. If, in future, any one of our caste people be guilty 
of this act, and it shall come to our knowledge, we shall, after expelling him 
out of caste, punish him, as an atonement for the deed done, according to the 
Shaster and the will of the Sirkar. 

(Signed) Jhareja Hatheeje^ and 
Kooer Bojrajee. 

[Note.— TAe names of the Jharya and Jetwa Chirfs in Kattywar who sub- 
scribed to the above Engagement are mntained in Appendix No» ^0, given 
in the preceding page.'\ _ 

From F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, Resident at Baroda. 

Dated 31jt March 1808. 

Sir,—I have the Ijonour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
15th instant (March 1808), and of its several accompaniiReats, and I am 
directed by the Honorable the Governor in Council to inform you that, in 
addition to l!he approbi^on already expressed under date the 7th of March,* 

* Viile note to page 322 of this Selection. 

50o 
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of the success of your exertions in putting, it is hoped, an effectual end to the 
revolting practice of Infanticide in and throughout the Peninsula of Guzerat, 
Government have perused, with an interest commensurate to the extraordinary 
nature and great importance of tlie subject, the more particular details furnished 
by your present address of the probable rise and progress, and the too certain 
prevalence, of this barbarous system amongst the Jharejas, and, in one instance 
at least, among the Jetwa Itajpoots ; and whilst the Governor in Council 
cannot sufficiently commend that solicitude, perseverance, and ability, to which 
is to be ascribed the procuring of the obligations entered into by the several 
Chicflains to abandon it, he is sensible that it must retjuire the vigilant and 
concurrent attention of both the Governments of the Gaekwar and of the Honor¬ 
able Company to ensure, especially during the first year, the faithful adherence 
of the several parties to the salutary stipulations to which they have thus been 
brought to subscribe. Put the Honorable the Governor in Council relies on 
your zeal, and feels assured that you will not fail to stimulate the Native 
administration at Baroda, and, through it, their officers in Katty war, to attend 
to, and make periodical returns of the effects of the new system thus happily 
introduced, which, if allowed to operate, must soon become manifest in the 
number of female children that every Jhareja’s hoase may soon be known to 
contain; whilst, on the other hand, the want of such indication will constitute 
proof sufficient of the influence of the old prejudice, and of the disregard to 
engagements which, in the present instance, ought not to- be treated with 
much indulgence, but rather punished by a moderate fine, to be always 
imposed with the privity of the British Government, through you, and 
the amount of which is to be applied to the relief of those among the more 
indigent classes of the Jharejas who shall be known to fulfil and adhere to the 
letter and spirit of their engagements; or otherwise, by the infliction of such 
different description of penalty as the local authorities may deem the most 
impressive, and likely to ensure the attainment of an object so highly salutary 
and indispensable in all respects as is the extirpation of the baneful practice of 
Infanticide from all the districts of Kattyvvar, with an ultimate view to the 
same humane object in Kutch. 

2. You arc accordingly desired to concert with the Gaekwar Government 
the best means for obtaining periodical notices of tlie operation of the 
obligations, making it also a rule to submit (exclusive of such intermediate 
reports as may become necessary) one general statement on the last day of 
each year, showing how far the amended system has been acted on and 
observed, what deviations are known or suspected to have been made from its 
rules, and what measures pursued for their enforcement; the whole to be 
accompanied with an estimate of number of lives that may, under the 
blessing of Divine Providence, be thus ultimately saved to the community, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) F. Warden, 

Bombay Castle, 31ft March 1808. Chief Secretary. 
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From Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, Resident at Baroda, 

To the Honorable Jonathan Duncan, Governor in Council, Bombay. 

Dated \Qth December 1808. 

Honorable Sir, —Adverting to the Chief Secretary’s letter of the 31st 
March 1808, 1 have great satisfaction in submitting for your information the 
accompanying copy and translate of a letter from Sewram Sudashew, tlie 
Native agent in Katlywar, with enclosure. 

2. It is little more than a month since I desired Sewram Sudashew to 
direct his inquiries to ascertain the number of females which he might learn 
had been preserved in the Jhareja families, in consequence of Uie engagements 
for refraining from Infanticide; and the satisfactory nature of the information 
which he communicates from a very limited portion of the Jhareja territoiy 
seems to promise that the humane expectations of the Honorable Company’s 
Government will not be disappointed in the result. 

3. 1 have also the honour to transmit another memorandum verbally 
communicated from a Jhareja who came to Baroda from Moorvee some time 
since; and I have no doubt that subsequent inquiries will greatly extend the 
list of diose lives which the interference of the Honorable Company’s Govern¬ 
ment has saved from the early death to which a barbarous superstition had 
doomed them. 

4. When it is recollected that with strict inquiry, during my progress in 
Kattywar, not more than four or five instances of daughters being preserved 
could be traced for years past, the importance of this reform will be estimated 
by the number which have been saved in Uie few months that have elapsed 
since the engagements were executed. 

5. The number of lives which are ascertained to have been preserved 
under a very limited inquiry is a decisive proof of the beneficial nature of 
those engagements; but the effect which they have had on the minds of the 
Jharejas is probably shown in a prominent light by the circumstance of one of 
the Jharejas mentioned in the enclosure, under die Bhyad of Dhcrol, being 
the same Jhareja, Jessajec of Jallia, noticed in the 92nd paragraph of my report 
of the 15th March last, who had already destroyed three daughters. 

6. It is probably difficult to prove the fact of any female children being 
put to death; but in a country where this act has never been considered cri~ 
minal or disgraceful, and where every person avowed it without scruple or 
compunction, the circumstance of three Infanticides only being ascertained, 
and one of these resting on report, deserves notice, as tending to prove that 
tlie practice is decreasing, or diat public opinion now views it in a different 
light than formerly. 

7. For those that have been ascertained I have suggested to the Gaekwar 
Government the mode of punishment which Mr. Warden’s letter recommends. 

8. I trust the information 1 have now the honour to forward will prove* 
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satisfactory, and afford you the pleasing hope that the horrid practice of 
Female Infanticide may be eradicated from Kattywar. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) A. Walker, 

BarodUf 16^A December 1808. Resident. 


From Sewram Sudashew, Native Agent in Kattywar^ to Lieutenant Colmel 
A. Walker, dated Camp Sunoomray theSth December 1808. 

It is certain that the Gondul man has put his daughter to death, though no 
one will come forward to prove it against him. I am, however, using my 
endeavours on this point, and when we shall have actually detected him, the 
Dewanjee will, according to his orders, take measures to fine Kim. I shall 
have the honour hereafter to send you a particular list of those persons who 
have respectively preserved and sacrificed their female offspring. 

(Signed) Sewram Sudashew. 


Memorandum from Wittoba Dewanjee, containing information relative to 
what JJutreja Riypoots, according to their Agreementy have preserved their 
Daughters, and time whom it has been ascertained, from inquiry, have put 
them to death. 

Talooka Rajkot, and Bhyad. 

Jhareja Dadajcc has preserved his daughter, and had done so previous to 
the agreement on this account. She is now two years old. 

Dessajee, of Kotaria village, has had a daughter since the ^reement, who 
has been preserved, and is now nine months old. lie has given her the name 
of Jejeeba. 

Jhareja Mooijee, of Gowreedur village. This man’s wife had a female 
child prematurely born, which died in its birth. The mother was in imminent 
danger, but she recovered. 

Kursura. 

r 

Jhareja Rahdoojee had a daughter four months ago, which he has pre¬ 
served. 

Jhareja Bapoojee also had a daughter six months since, that is now living. 

Jhareja Dessuljee, of Radhur village, has preserved his female infant, born 
three months ago. 

Dh^ol and Bhyad. 

Jhareja Jessajee, of Jallia village, had a daughter, which died a natural 
death one month after its birth. 

Jhareja Wuktajee, of Dhcrol, had a daughter two and a half months since, 
which is living. • 
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Jhareja Makjee and his brother, of Sunoosura village, have each had a 
daughter, who are now nine and twelve months old. 

Jhareja Suggaramjee, of Sunoosura village, has also a female child, five 
months old. 

Jhareja Bharajee has a daughter four months old. 

Jhareja Nuthoojee, of Sea village, has preserved his daughter, who has now 
arrived at eight months of age. 

Jhareja Kunteijee, of the same village, has a daughter sev^ months old. 

Jhareja Kursunjee, of Rajepoor, preserved his daughter, ten months old. 

Jhareja Dahjee, of the same village, has a female infant nine months of age. 

Jhareja Dessajee, of Jabeeroo, has a daughter of seven months. 

Jhareja Jettajee, of Jaiwoojarra; his daughter is ten months old. 

Jhareja Puttabhoy, of Rodea, has a daughter of six months. 

Jhareja Veerajec, of Dcerukdur; his daughter is five months old. 

Jhareja Togajee, of Dangur, has a daughter of six months. 

Jffareja Vuzoobhoy, of the same place, has a daughter of three months. 

Village of Wuralee. 

Jhareja Khanjee; his son has put his female infant to death. 

Jhareja Nuth' )jee, of Gondul, who is the legitimate son of Dewajee, the 
Raja of Gondul, has also sacrificed the life of his daughter. This is afiirmed 
by a number of people, but no one has yet come forward to substantiate it. 

It is also said that another Rajpoot has put his daughter to death, but this 


is only a report. 

Female Children who hate been preserved.20 

Died a Natural Death.. 2 

Put to Death....... 3 


Total.. •• 25 

By an inquiry of one month, the aforementioned information has been 
acquired ; but these people are great vagabonds, and it is with great difficulty 
that they can lie discovered in putting their female issue to death. 

I have, however, taken proper measures to ascertain all particulars on this 
interesting subject. 

(Signed) Wittoba Dewanjee. 


Verbal Communicatwn reedved by Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, a 

Jharya, on the lOtA August 1808. 

According to the information of the Jhareja Jcytajee, of Moorvee, the 
following families have saved their daughters since the agreements for abo¬ 
lishing In&nticide:— 

Jhareja Mooijee, of Dherol; Janajee, of Nagrawar; Ramabhoy, of Rajkot; 
and Sethanee, of Dherol. 

These foar, Jeytajee observes, have reared their daughters, who are of his 
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acquaintance; but that many others have followed the same practice, and that 
it has become universal. 

From F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, Resident at Baroda. 

Dated 2Ath December 1808. 

Sir, —In acknowledging the receipt of your letter dated the 16th instant, 
1 am directed to inform you that the Honorable the Governor in Council 
experiences a sensible satisfaction at the prospect afforded of extirpating from 
the Peninsula of Guzerat the barbarous and long prevalent practice of Female 
Infanticide ; and this a vigilant attention in encouraging an adherence to the 
engagements lately entered into for renouncing it, and an enforcement of the 
recommended mode of punishment against those who may still be detected in 
its commission, cannot fail, under the blessing of Divine Providence, to achieve, 
and thus, as is trusted, to stamp an era in the history of Guzerat lastingly 
creditable to the English name and influence. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) F. Warden, 

Bombay Castle, 24lA December 1808. Chief Secretary. 


From Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, Resident at Baroda, 

To the Honorable Jonathan Duncan, Governor in Council, Bombay. 

Dated 25th December 1809. 

Honorable Sir, —During the recent expedition into Kattywar, I was not 
unmindful of inquiring into the success of the humane arrangements intro¬ 
duced, under tlie influence of the Honorable Company’s Government, for the 
abolition of Female Infanticide among the Jhareja Rajpoots, and 1 am happy 
to report that this reform has completely taken root. 

2. I have the honour to enclose a list of those Jharejas who have pre¬ 

served their female children, which fell under ray own direct observance. On 
my halt at Dlierol, I had all those in the immediate neighbourhood, who were 
capable of attending, brought^to my tent, and many were too young to be 
brought to any distance. It was extremely gratifying on this occasion to 
observe the triumph of nature, feeling, and parental affection over prejudice 
and a barbarous superstition, and that those who but a short period before 
would, as many of them had done, have doomed their infants to destruction 
without compunction, should now glory in their preservation, and doa.t on them 
with fondness. ^ • 

3. The whole of the instances submitted in the accompanying list have 
occurred since the execution of the engagements renouncing the practice of 
Infanticide. Among these the Honorable the Governor in Council will 
observe the name of the Raja of Moorvee,* Kooer Dadajee bf Rajkot; 
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Kooer Wuktajee of Dherol; and of several other men of rank and influence, 
whose example must have a most beneficial effect. 

4. The list of lives which have been saved to the community by the 
humane interference of the Company’s Government might be very considerably 
increased by extending the inquiry into the Jhareja villages; iTut this will be 
sufficient to show that as the preservation of female children has now become 
general, there is no reason to doubt of the final abolition of this inhuman prac* 
tice. When once the natural emotions of parental affection have resumed their 
sway, it may reasonably be expected that this^ruel and barbarous prejudice 
will be condemned by those who formerly most strongly supported it. 

5. As every anecdote relative to Infanticide is deserving of notice, it may 
be worthy of remark that in Kutch there is a village inhabited by Jharejas, 
who have for many generations abstained from the univemal custom of the 
caste, and preserved their female offspring. 

6. /This reformation has been produced in their manners by the influence 
of religion, and the presence of a temple of Vishnoo in their neighbourhood. 
It is unnecessary to notice, that the tenets of this sect inculcate a regard for 
animal life, and which have in this case extended their influence to the support 
of humanity. 

7. I res]>ectfu1ly beg leave to submit to the consideration of the Honorable 
the Governor in Council a memorandum of disbursements made in presents to 
tliose Jharejas who had preserved their daughters, and who visited me at 
Dherol. The fund whence this disbursement is to be defrayed is from the 
Nuzurana exacted from the Chieftain of Gondul, and which, the Honorable 
the Governor in Council is already apprised, included an amercement for the 
destruction of the female infant of that Chieftain’s son. 

8. This arrangement is in conformity to the instructions of the Honorable 
the Governor in Council, and 1 respectfully trust it will be honoured with their 
approval and sanction. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) A, Walker, 

BarodUf 25th December 1809. Resident, 


Memorandum speafying those Jharejas who have preserved their Femah 

Children. 

Talooka Dherol. 

1, Kooer Wuktajee. 

2, Dada Abajee. 

3, Dada Jetajee, of Dherol Bhyad. 

4, Jhareja Jet^ajee, of Jywa. 

5, Jhareja Poonjajee, of Leala. 

6, Jhareja Mukoondjee, of Sunoosuru.. 

7, Jhareja Mailajee, of ditto. 



386 


SUPPRESSION OF INFANTICIDE IN 


8, Jhareja Moolqjee, of Roopce Anna. 

9, Jhareja Ilalajee, of Bangur. 

10, Jhareja Maroojee, of Wagoodur. 

11, Jhareja Banjee, of Gooleetaan. 

12, Jhareja Puchanjee, of Leala. 

13, Jhareja Dossajee, of ditto. 

14, Jhareja Jaymuljee, ofRajpoora. 

15, Jhareja Jugoojee, of Megpoor. 

16, Jhareja Baijee, of •Veperdee. 

17, Jhareja Bharajee, of ditto. 

18, Jhareja Ajebjee, of Anundpoor. 

19, Jhareja Hallajee, of Ajamchera. 

20, Jhareja Dossajee, of Bajorka. 

21, Jhareja Khandajee, of Bahara. 

22, Jhareja Dhooljee, of Tunolc. 

23, Jhareja Jatajee, of Dagarah. 

24, Jhareja Moolojee, of Sunoosum. 

25, Jhareja Togajee, of Dangra. 

26, Jhareja Huldore, of Navcjce. 

27, Jhareja Juktajee. 

28, Jhareja Jehajce, of Rajkot. 

29, Kooer Dadajee, of Rajkot Bhyad. 

30, Kooer Dossajee, of Kotaria, Moorvee. 

31, Jhareja Jeeajee, the Raja of Moorvee, a daughter just bom. 

32, Jhareja Jessajee, of Jallia. 

(Signed) A. Walker, Resident. 


LUt of Presents to the Daughters of the Jhargas, 
Talooka Dherol and Bhyad. 


Jhareja Wuktajee.... Rs. 300 

Jhareja Bawajee’s brother’s daughter.. 250 

Dada Walojee ... .pi... 150 

Dada Jetajee 150 

Jhareja Mailajee. 150 

Jhareja Poonjajee... 200 

JharejaJettajee .. 200 


Total.. p.Rs. 1,400 
(Signed) A. Walker, Residept. 

• c. 

[NoTB.-~2!lie receipt ef the foregwng Utter toot euiknowUdged on the 6tA 
January 18l0, unth an iniimaHon that QovernmeiU had read vfith interest 
and sympathy the report therein made of the eueceesfvl progress in the 
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abolition of Female Infanticide^ and that Government entirely approved 
of the measures which Lieutenant Colonel Walker had adopted with a view 
to the advancement of that humane and enlightened object Ji 


Memo. —On the 25M February 1812, the following renewed Fn- 
gagement against the'practice of Female Infantiddewas obtained 
from Jam Jessajee, Chief of Nowanuggur :— 

Renewed Engagement against Infantidde entered into by the Jam of Nowa¬ 
nuggur, on the 2hth February 1812, 

Engagement passed by Jam Jessajee, of Nowanuggur, to Slireemunt Rao 
Shree Sena Khas Khcl Sliumshcre Bahadoor and the Honorable East India 
Company Bahadoor, dated Falgoon Shoodh 13th, Sumvut 1868 (a .d. 25th 
February 1812). 

From the commencement it was a custom in our Jhareja caste not to pre¬ 
serve the lives of daughters. On this both Governments, after expounding the 
Shaster on this subject, and pointing out to us the way of the Hindoo religion, 
stated that it is written in the “ Brunihu Vywurtuk Pooran,” (a sacred work,) 
that whoever commits this act, his sin is great, equal to ** Gurbhu Hutya,” (kill¬ 
ing an infant in the womb,) and “ Brumhu Hutya,” (killing a Brahmin,) so that 
killing a child is equal to killing 100 Brahmins; but in this act two sins are 
committed,-* viz. that of killing woman and child. The punishment written 
for this sin is, that the person who commits it will remain in Ruvruwadik 
Kuth Soothul Nurk,” (name of a particular place in hell,) for as many years 
as there are hairs on the person of the said woman, after which, when he is 
born again, he would become a “ Koreea,” (leprous,) and be subject to “ Puksh 
Ghat” (paralytic stroke). Both Governments said this to us according to the 
Shaster, in which, the year Sumvut 1864 (a. d. 1808) I, my brothers, nephews, 
&c., all the Jharej^s of my Talooka, passed a writing to the Sirkar, binding 
ourselves not to kill daughters. To inquire about this, a person lately came to us 
from the Sirkar, and we wrote a reply and sent with him. The Sirkar again, in 
the year Sumvut 1868 (a. d. 1812) required me to pass this agreement; and 1 
do hereby state, that out of deference to the Hindoo religion, I and my posterity, 
viz. sons and grandsons, and my brothers and nephews, and all, bind ourselves 
in perpetuity, that henceforward we shall not do this act; if we do, we shall be 
considered offenders c^ainst the Sirkar. If, in future, any one of our caste 
people commits this act, and if it shall come to our knowledge, we shall, after 
expelling him out of caste, make him answer for his sin, and according to the 
will of the Sirkar. l^erpetual securities, given for the fulfilment of the above 
writing, are Bharote Meroo Mehta, of Veerurogaum, and Bharote Ramdas 
Nuthoo, of Jdlsum, who shali be answerable for it. This is a true writing. 
bla 
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Dated Sumvut 1868, Falgocn Shoodh I3th (ccrrespmding with the 25ih 
ruarg A. D. 1812). 

(S^ed) Jam Shree Jessajee. 

We, Bharote Meroo Mehta, of Veerumgaum, and Bharote Ramdas Nuthoo, 
of Julsum, Purguna Pitlad, do hereby state, that we shall abide, and cause 
them to abide also, by the above writing, and we ourselves shall be answerable 
for it. 

Mark of Bharote Meroo Mehta. 


Mark of Bharote B amdas Nuthoo. 


From Captain J. R. Carnac, Resident at Baroda, 

To F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay. 

Dated 28/4 Avgvst 1817. 

Sir, —I have the honour to forward, for the information of Government, 
copy of a letter from my Assistant in Kattywar, with its enclosure, on the 
subject of Female Infanticide. 

2. I am not sensible of the necessity of offering any observations to the 
Right Honorable the Governor in Council on the voluminous remarks of 
Captain Ballantine, particularly as the substance of the recommendations from 
that gentleman has been formerly discussed in my despatches to the honorable 
board, and received its decision on their present inapplicability. 

3. The register of Jharejas forwarded by my Assistant is a useful document 
for future reference, and I conclude it must be correct, from the pains taken to 
acquire the information. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. R. Carnac, 

Daroday 28/4 August 1817. Resident. 


From Captain F. D. Ballantine, Assistant Resident at Baroda, 

To Captain J. R. Carnac, Resident at Baroda. 

Dated 20/4 June 1817. 

Sir, —In conformity w,^^the commands of the Honorable Court, and those 
of the Government of India, my attention has been directed to obtain the 
best possible data to be procured on the humane and interesting subject of the 
Infanticide engagements contracted with the Jharejas of the peninsula by 
Colonel Walker in his first circuit in Kattywar. 

2. In handing up the accompanying complete register of all the Jharejas 
known in Kattywar, 1 have satisfaction to think it will be acceptable, as I 
believe it is the first paper of the kind that has yet be^ obtained, and the 
more especially as it will form the best basis and data on which to watch, with 
better effect it is^ to be hoped, the progress of an institution which appears to 
have excited uncommon interest and astonishment wherever its ’extraordinary 
history has reached and been promulgated, and at the same time the most 
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decided attention of our Governments at home and abroad, so as to introduce by 
every possible means the best practicable prohibition to the practice of the most 
unparalleled crime, the systematic murder by parents of tlieir own children. 

3. No additional facts are wanting to elucidate the'too fatal progress of 
this peculiar and abominable custom; but the indisputable proofs of this 
ample document give a melancholy evidence that our measures or means have 
yet been insufficient to give all the effect and check to the possible secret 
commission of the crime, under inherent prejudice, so much to be desired : it 
must, on the contrary, be received as an indubitable testimony, that sixty- 
three female children saved bear no proportion to the probable population of 
the Jharejas in the peninsula during the long period of ten years. 

4. Indeed, I too much fear the object of our interference for the suppression 
of this singular custom has too generally failed for us to select any individual 
party for the just vengeance of Government and offended nature. I venture to 
repeat, that the means I recommended were both desirable, and eligible in many 
points of view, and, in my humble apprehension, calculated to have obtained 
us actual instances of individual criminality, and, no doubt, to have followed 
up with greater etfect the prohibitory nature of the solemn compacts the 
Jharejas entered Into with us to discontinue the systematic murder of their 
femahi offspring. 

5. In regretting the cause for the apprehension submitted in the preceding 
paragraph, it is only necessary to recall to the recollection of Government that 
we have hitherto, and have still, to depend on the Native Governments and 
authorities for the only information to be obtained, or essential attention to the 
enforcement of the stipulations of our engagements. I beg to say, I conceive 
the party entitled to every consideration and praise ; but it will hardly be 
expectetl that the Native Governments have continued to view the progress 
and success of these engagements with an equal solicitude, and, therefore, 
that the encoure^ement to its officers has not been such as to answer our 
expectations. 

6. From these causes, it is possible the result of our measures has not 
been such as we might have hoped, and if the power to enforce has been in 
any degree lax, it may in an equal degree palliate the offence of the Jharejas, 
in many cases driven also from the better feelings of a parent by slur and 
reproach. I could wish to avoid, therefore, drawing the attention of Govern¬ 
ment to any particular instance, but there are some Talookas where the fact is 
so presumptuously glaring that it is impossible to avoid observation. Instance 
the Talooka of Drappa, where out of a reputed number of four hundred families, 
there is not one single female child in existence; and the Talooka, as if visited 
by the just vengeance of Heaven, is at the last stage of poverty and distress. 

7. It may not be^ irrelevant to notice, as an anecdote elucidatory of these 
facts, that a few days ago, as the Thakoors of Drappa were compromising their 
revenues to the Peshwa with me, I took occasion to interre^te them; 
when, after *a little persuasion, the elder brother replied, with the greatest 
sang froid, that he had himself certainly murdered two daughters, bnt, of 
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course, tliat it was previous to Colonel Walker’s engagements; and that 1 
should no doubt be surprised that, in the intermediate period of ten years, not 
one female child had been born to any of the numerous Bhyads. 

8. It is also worthy of observation, that if the practice and prejudice is 
still cherished in the sister province of Kutch, we may so long fear a latent pre¬ 
dilection in that quarter,—a feeling that will always, more or less, operate to the 
disadvantage and disparagement of the humane views of the British Government. 

9. From the voluminous papers before me, the British Government 
seems to desire the abolition of this singular custom with equal interest and 
solicitude ; and that, probably, through its wisdom and recommendation, the 
Honorable Court will eventually sanction the adoption of measures better 
calculated to root out the evil: for might not the expense and responsibility 
under our active supervision, I with deference submit, be with strict policy and 
Justice made chargeable to the Governments who alone derive any pecuniary 
or real advantage from the country, and, of course, should be equally interested 
in the first dictates of humanity, and in the annihilation of customs offensive 
to all religions, and degrading to human nature in general ? 

10. If it shall at any period be the policy of Government to add other 
inducements to their prohibitory engagements, I with deference conceive none 
better calculated than those recommended by you to its consideration. I 
have had the opportunity to notice what would be the feeling excited by such 
an act of magnanimity on the part of the British Government, in extending a 
pecuniary aid, to the end of affiancing the daughters of the Jharejas saved to 
the community by its benign interposition. 

11. A more general or recent review, however, of the declining and unpros- 
perous state of the country in general, but more particularly affecting the 
Jhareja race, will satisfy you that we should scarcely obtain funds to the extent 
that might otherwise be expected in the enforcement of fines in cases of indi¬ 
vidual delinquency ; and that, therefore, the disbursements of gratuities to the 
full extent submitted might be objectionable, and detrimental to the public reve¬ 
nues. These gratuities might possibly, therefore, be apportioned in a degree more 
commensurate with the means to be provided, and still (I have reason to under¬ 
stand) be equally operative to the beneficial objects to which they are directed. 

12. In the mean time/ we have to await the ultimate decision of the Right 
Honorable the Governor in Council for the adoption of such measures as may 
in his wisdom be best calculated to promote the objects to which they are 
directed; trusting that iny present confined means, adopted and incident to his 
express commands, at my own expense and responsibility, shall have been 
productive of a result in some degree satisfactory, and such as to claim his 
future indulgence and considifllration for the present time. 

1 have the honour to b^, &c. 

(Signed) F. D. Ballantinb, 
Assistant to the Residcnl^at Baroda. 

Camp Balamha lla^oitUoda, 20th June 1817. 
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A complete List, or particular Register, comprising the Names, Families, 
Places of Abode, Talookas, ^c. of all the Jharejas, in June 1817, in Kat- 
tyvcar; together with the Age and Number of thdr Female Offspring 
saved or now living, since the introditction of the Infanticide arrangement 
by Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, in A. P. 1807 and 1808. 


Talookas. 


Names of tlio Parents. 


Residence or Place 
of Abode. 




In Moorvee. 

Ditto . 

Villages belonging to 
Moorvee. 

Madepoor, of ditto. 
Surred, of ditto. 
Khewallcyoo, of ditto. 
Lujyee. 

Decralloo. 

Motana. 

Bhclla Mota. 

Vowdee. 

Dyoesuroo. 

Kajkot. 

Villages belonging to 
llajkot. 

Uajkot, of ditto .... 
Kotaria, belonging to 

Kajkot. 

Guridur, of ditto.. .. 
Ladlieku, of Rajkot. 
Wowree. 

Veerwa. 

Paal. 

Ghutgoo. 

Shapoora. 

Purguna Min^nee. 
Thora, belongingto do. 
Endoo, ditto. 
Ambano, ditto. 
Purguna of Rajpoor.. 
Ilunmuntyanoo, of do. 
Bhadwa, of ditto. 
Kotedoo, of ditto. 
Veerwal, of ditto. 
Punch Tulao, of ditto. 
Purguna Veerpoor .. 

Kheyuiyoo. 

Kuredee. 

Kheesuroo. 

Gondul. 

Bhyad. 

Looneywow. 

Ditto . .*.. 


Jhareja Jehajee ... 
Dewajee, his brother 


Moorvee 

Ditto 


1 7 years. 

1 4 do. 


Runmuljcc . 

Rajkot. 

1 

4 years. 

Doodajee, his brother.. 

Rajkot. 

1 

3 years. 

Dossajee, ditto 

Ditto. 

1 

1 do. 

Moorjee, ditto 

Ditto. 

1 

4 mouths. 


Soorajee 

Nathajee 


Rajpoor 
Ditto .. 


1 4 years. 

1 2 do. 


Dadajee . 

Motabhoy, his brother. 


Veerpoor 

Ditto 


1 2 years. 

1 3 do. 


Nuthoobhoy, late Raja. 

Hutteebhoy. 

Nanjeebhoy.. 

Dossabhoy . 


. Gondul. 1 5 years. 

. Ditto. 1 15 do.* 

. Ditto. 1 2 do. 

. Ditto. 1 6 do. 


* Married to the Chief of Wudwan. 
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Taluokas. 


Names of the Parents. 


Residence or Place 
of Abode. 


Looney WOW. 

llunmuuteyalloo .... 
Ribra. 

Dhorajcc. 

Ditto . 

Ditto . 

Drappa. 

Nowanuggur. 
Surodur, of ditto .. 
Bliungorc, of ditto .. 
Monianoo, of ditto .. 
Guvana, of ditto. 
Khurba, of ditto .. 
Mokhanoojof ditto.. 

Faunchsura. 

Khundara. 

Ditto . 

Khumbaroo. 

Ditto . 

Ditto . 

Mota Moda. 

Ditto . 

Bede. 

Hunmuntyoo. 

Vunthullee . 

Khelsoo . 

Choor. 

Megpoor. 

Chaiidralloo. 

Anundpoor. 

Vessamnoo. 

Salpeperyoo. 

Muuneet. 

Morooda. 

Tona. 

Ditto..... 

Ditto.. 

Ditto.. 

Satodur. 

' Ditto. 

Rajpoora. 

Vauree. 

Ditto . 

Ditto . 

Ditto ... 

Ditto . 


Vccrajce 

Kcssajec 


Gondul. 

Gondul 


Khccraauce Jejeebkoy . 
Sublajoe, his brother .. 
Singajce, ditto. 


Mcrood, 
Ditto . 
Ditto . 


Ladhoobhoy . 

SuttajeCj his brother .. 
Rasojee . 


Nowanuggur .. 
Ditto 

Dull. 


Dcssuljec.Dull. 

Jhareja Ravajee, brother 
of Jejeebhoy .Ditto 


Ravuljeej do. of Modejee. 
Bhcemajee, ditto ditto.. 
Elyajce, do. of Ruvauee. 
Lingajee, ditto ditto .. 
Bhoycjee, ditto ditto ,. 

Gujanjee. 

Addabhoy . 

Megrajee. 


Dull. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Moda 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Dcssuljee. 

Bhimjee . 

Nuthoobhoy Bharanee.. 
Juggojee Mukabhoy .. 
Babjee. 


Jehajee 


Huldar 


Dessuljcc 


Huldar. 


Nathajee , 
Lakajec . 
Kandajec. 
Kessojee . 
MooTjjee . 
Dewabhoy 
Dajeebhoy 
Jessajee .. 

Ditto .. 
Elleyajee .. 
Kesserjec.. 
Roopsin^' 


Happa 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Kana 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


No. 

Age. 

1 

2^ years. 

1 

5 do. 

1 

5 do. 

1 

1 y. & G n 

1 

1 do. 6 d( 

1 

2 years. 

1 

5 do. 

1 

5 do. 

1 

6 years. 

1 

11 do. 

1 

6 years. 

1 

7 do. 

1 

5 do. 

1 

4 do. 

1 

6 do. 

1 

2 do. 

1 

a do. 

1 

2 do. 

1 

5 years. 

1 

7 do. 

1 

3 do. 

1* 

20 do. 

1 

7 do. 

1 

4 mouths. 

1 

2 years. 

It 

11 years. 

1 

8 do. 

1 

6 mouths. 

1 

2 years. 

1 

1 do. 

1 

6 months. 

1 

1 year. 

1 

G do. 

1 

1 do. 

1 

10 do. 

1 

4 months. 

1 

2 years. 


* In the Bhull Purguna, and her husband is unable to feed her; therefore she returned to 
her father’s house. Such a case of poverty is truly affecting, and will, no doubt, claim public 
'htiention. There are other instances where the parties in distress appealed for support, and 
^ mid they would lay their daughters at the Sirkar’s door for the purpose, 
t Married at Gondul. 
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Talookos. 


Vaurce. 

Secsang .... 
Ditto .... 
Ditto .... 
Chandlce. 
Kusbe Dherol. 
Vunpuree.... 
• Ditto .... 
Sunoosura .. 
Leyaloo .... 

Hojeya. 

Kheejeryoo .. 
Megpoor .... 
Sooltanpoor.. 
Khakhcrdoo.. 
Boiulko .... 
Gutko. 


Names of the Parents. 

Residence or Place 
of Abode. 

No. 

Age. 

Kullajee. 

Kana . 

1 

6 years. 

} do. 

Mukoondjee. 

Rawul Pate.... 

1 

Ilumccijee. 

Ditto .... 

1 

6 do. 

Gopaljce. 

Ditto .... 

1 

2 do. 

Kessurjee. 

Huldore . 

1 

2 years. 

Wuktajee. 

Ditto . 

I 

2 y. & 6 m 

Babajec . 

Ditto . 

I 

3 years. 

Jehajee. 

Ditto . 

1* 

10 ^0. 

Moorajee. 

Ditto ...... 

1 

14 do. 

llameerjee . 

Ditto . 

1 

9 do. 

Naghubhoy. 

Ditto . 

1 

3 do. 

Addabhoy . 

Ditto . 

1 

2 y. & 6 m. 

Baroojee. 

Sungratnjee. 

Bhoyjec and Dewajee .. 

Doougranec.... 
Ditto .... 
Ditto .... 

• • 

V V 

• a 

% 


Total.. 

63 

• 

Females savei 


N. B.—Th'' list is inclusive of all the Jhareja caste in the peninsula. 

Signed) F. D. Ballantine, 

Camp Balumha, 20th June 1817. Assistant. 


From F. Warden, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To Captain J. R. Carnac, Resident at Baroda. 

Dated 19/A September 1817. 

Sir, —I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 28th of last month, with its 
accompaniments from your Assistant in Kattywar. 

The report of Captain Ballantine, whilst it affords a satisfactory proof of 
sixty-three female children having been preserved by our interposition, ex¬ 
hibits a melancholy picture of the almost universal continuance of the horrid 
practice of Female Infanticide, to an extent little expected, after the reports 
of the success generally but inaccurately attributed to Colonel Walker's 
influence and exertions. 

It is observable that, the preservation of no more than the above small 
number of children can be established throughout the Talooktts specified by 
Captain Ballantine, where it is concluded the number of Jharejas must be 
very considerable, since Drappa alone contains four hundred families; nor can 
it escape notice that the Jharejas enumerated as having preserved their female 
children have saved only one of those that must have been born according to 
the ordinary course of nature. 


* Mairied at Guyawnr, ia Jhalawar. 
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The influence which the cession of the Peshwa’s tribute from Kattywar 
will aflbrd to the British Government over that part of Guzerat will, it is 
hoped, enal^e it to secure a more rigid adherence to the engagements of the 
Jharejas, and it is desired that you will depute Captain Ballantine to the 
Jharejas, informing them of its determination to enforce the penalties when¬ 
ever a breach of their engagements can be established, and to withhold its 
favourable consideration from those parties who shall continue to follow this 
inhuman custom. 

The Governor in Council apprehends that the Honorable Court of Directors 
will be equally disappointed when they peruse the melanclioly statement of 
Captain Ballantine, and believes that it will be ready to afford any reasonable 
degree of encourj^ement to such of the Jharejas as may abandon the practice. 

The Governor in Council would feel the strongest inclination to accede to 
any plan which might tend to its suppression; but he is not aware that any 
can be adopted, beyond the distribution among those who shall adhere to 
their engagement of the fines which may be levied from tlie others, without 
incurring a very heavy expense. 

To station spies in every town or village would be incurring a large outlay, 
without, perhaps, securing the ol^ect desired; and the measure of authorising 
an establishment for that purpose, with additional emoluments to the Assistant, 
would be very objectionable. 

The consideration of Captain Ballantinc’s plan will, however, be resumed 
before the Governor in Council finally decides on what may be most advisable 
to be done on this subject. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) F. Warden, 

Bombay Casile, Idth September 1817. Chief Secretary. 


From Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, 

To J. Dart, Esq., Secretary to the Honorable the Court of Directors, 

East India House, London. 

No. 38, Bussell Square, \Qth July 1819. 

Sib,— * # # # 1 j!>eg to enclose, for the Honorable the Court of Direc¬ 
tors, a memorandum on the subject of Female Infanticide. I have found it 
impossible at present to give that important subject all the consideration which 
is due to it, anjl 1 shall probably avail myself of a future opportunity of trans¬ 
mitting, for the notice of the Honorable Court, some additional reflections 
which may hereafter occur to me. 

Although there can be no Itflerence of opinion regarding the enormity of 
the crime of Infanticide, yet it is not to be considered as.peculiar to the Natives 
of India. In other parts of the earth the same practice has prevailed: in 
China, it is not uncommon at this day, where it is permitted by the legislature, 
and where it is reckoned no disgrace or dishonour to the individual. 
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Every humane person, however, must agree that such a practice should be 
stopped by all the means which a wise Government can command. That we 
have the means in our power there cannot be a doubt, and I must beg leave 
to say that my own success is a proof of this. The means are persuasion and 
reason. If those are wisely applied by the agents of Government, they will 
be found to be quite sulPicient, without any inquisitorial institution, without 
any odious system of espionage, which no remote advantage can make 
necessary. 

The foundation of reform was laid. It was proved to the Natives that this 
practice was against their sacred institutions, and that it was revolting to the 
best feelings of the human heart. Tliey agreed to relinquish it, and, probably, 
did sincerely mean to do so. The Government, however, and the local autho¬ 
rities, became remiss, and the people returned by degrees to habits too long 
established. 

I am convinced that it is necessary, by undeviating attention to the subject, 
to satisfy them that wc are really sincere in our wish to abolish this crime. 
The gentlemen on the spot should be instructed to get annual reports of the 
births in the difierent districts ; to encourage those who adhere to their 
engagements, and i.o exact the penalty from those who neglect them. Those 
who ])erforii\ their duty may even be rewarded by small sums of money, and 
the Court will not decline to sanction a moderate pecuniary disbursement in 
the cause of a humane object. The people should be made sensible, by every 
means in our power, that we do not forget the subject; but tliat the vigilant 
eye of tiovernment, like that of the Deity, docs not turn away from the view 
of crimes, and that it is always on the watch for their prevention ; that it is 
ready to encourage the good, and punish the bad. 

By such attention, there is not a doubt but that the progress of Infanticide 
would be stopped; and that, if stopped for a few years, the natural horror of 
the crime would be felt by every parent, and prohibitory laws would no longer 
be necessary. 

All, however, depends on attention to the subject for a sufficient length of 
time, till the influence of custom is forgotten, and the natural aflcctions have 
sprung up again in the hearts of parents. They are not wholly lost, although 
some unhappy circumstances have been able to cover them for tlie present. 
In attaining this object, there cannot be a doubt of our success, for nature is 
working in our favour. All that is required is attention to the subject, and 
for a sufficient length of time. 

“ Naturam rcpellas furca, tamen usque reciirret.” 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) A. Walker. 



srPPRESSION OF INFANTICIDE IN 


:m 


Memorandum hy Lieutenant Colonel A. Walker, alluded to in ilie 

foregoing Letter. 

In offering my opinion upon the means of suppressing Female Infanticide 
in the West of India, I must first observe that this object should be accom¬ 
plished without violating the feelings of the Natives, and without having 
recourse to actual coercion. I must also beg to refer to my own proceedings, 
which succeeded in obtaining the consent of the people to relinquish this 
barbarous and unnatural practice. It was accomplished, no doubt, with 
great difficulty, but it was so far a spontaneous act that it was solely 
effected by persuasion and reason. It is under this influence alone that 
the measure can ultimately be expected to prove successful; but from the 
peculiar habits of the people of this part of India, the practice of destroying 
their children cannot be overcome by the mere dictates of natural affection. 
When this tie was once abandoned, it would be long before it could be again 
recovered, and it would be necessary that they should be continually watched, 
and ui^ed to the performance of a duty which is seldom neglected even by the 
brutes. This is an unfavourable picture of human nature • but it is the un¬ 
avoidable consequence of a long familiarity with depraved sentiments, and a 
perseverance in vicious habits. It was foreseen that the mere engagement 
which these people had contracted for discontinuing Infanticide, however solemn 
and authentic, would not be sufficient unless they were looked after witli vigi¬ 
lance ; unless they were frequently encouraged ; and unless those instances 
in which they infringed their own voluntary engagement were detected and 
])unished. The mode of punishment was provided by their agreement. I am 
])ersuaded that a system of this kind would have succeeded, and have preserved, 
in a great degree, the engagement inviolate for the abolition of Infanticide. 
Occasional infractions might have happened, and were to be expected; but 
the general principle would have been maintained, and, in time, the custom 
would have been forgotten, and have disappeared. It must have been, indeed, 
by the same process that it was established; for it was impossible that a prac¬ 
tice so contrary to every feeling of nature could have been established at once, 
and without the utmost repugnance. Many persons must have persisted in 
saving their children, and disobeyed a horrid and inhuman institution, until 
they became reconciled to it by custom and usage. * 

It was under the influence of a similar train of reasoning and reflection that 
1 suggested to the Government, when 1 quitted India, to exact an annual 
report of the progress of Infanticide, and that it should be the object of con¬ 
tinual care and solicitude. Before I retired from the service, I had the 
satisfaction to see that the jmnciplcs for its abolition had made no slight 
impression on the minds of the people, and that in a short period they had saved 
a considerable number of infants. But from the report which has now been 
received from India, it would appear that the whole number, saved in the 
course of ten years is little more than sixty, and, perhaps, not a third more 
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This is well, and 1 shall do so. In regard to your request that 1 should 
tifrnish security to abstain from the custom of putting my daughtei'S to death 
in future, I beg to state that I am determined to renounce the custom. My 
possessions are entirely under the Sirkar; but if, notwitlistanding this, you 
should wish me to give security, I shall duly furnish the same. 1 have, agree¬ 
ably to your orders, banished Mehtas Bulwunt, Joeta, and Dulputram Kooshall 
from my Talooka. In respect to Patel Ltikmou’s mother and the other 
persons who gave evidence in my case, or any of their relations, not suffering, 
as you have written, any harm at my hands, 1 beg to state that Patel Lukmon 
is as a son of the Durliar, and tliere is no one higher in its estimation than 
he is. I have, notwithstanding, this day called him into my presence, and 
spoken to him in terms of encouragement and confidence before four Sowkars, 
and two other persons, whom I had summoned on the occasion. The pro¬ 
clamation regarding the daughters of .1 harejas which you have transmitted 
has been received, and I shall take the measures it directs. Whatever the 
Sirkar does is designed exclusively for our good, and I am tlierefore obedient 
to its wishes. I beg you will fix some way in which I can pay the fine 
imposed on me, and withdraw the attachment on my Talooka. The character 
of my place depends on the Sirkar. 


Nt). 3. 

To SllET WuKUTCHUND KoOSIIALLClIUXD, .IlIAIlEJA SOORAJEE, of JRqjkot 

SirdJuir, writes us follows 

Whereas I had, tiirough the Brifisb Government, appointed you my Hamee 
(security) for the payment of the tribute and ZoorTulbee duo from my Talooka 
for seven" years, from Sumvut 188.> to Sumvut 1891, both years inclusive, and 
you have, according to the terms ol the Mootalib entered into on that occa¬ 
sion, fully paid the Jam, though I have been unable to reimburee you the 
whole amount, and consequently, on an examination of the accounts between 
us for that period, a balance of Rs. 45,000, including the yearly interest, is 
due by me on the 2nd Magh Shoodh, Snnivut 1892 : I have, therefore, paid 
you the sum of Rs. 12,000 within that month, and a balance of Rs. 33,000 
now remains due to you. I agi'ee to liquidate this debt by three instalments, 
as follows :— 

On the 2nd Falgoon Shoodh, Sumvut 1893 .... Rs. 11,000 
Ditto ditto 1894.... 11,000 

Ditto ditto 1895 .... 11,000 

Total.Rs. 33,000 

This sum of Rs. 33,000 is to be paid you in the above manner without 
interest. Should, however, a balance remain due to you of any instalment 
after the period fixed for its payment, the same shall be payable with interest 
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person. Let the Collector, the Agent in Kattywar, the Agent in Katch, and 
the Caekwar authorities, heartily, and in concert, exert themselves, and they 
would be irresistible. It is with no improper or invidious motive that I have 
observed on the great superiority of these means over the new and imperfect 
influence which we had when the attempt was first made to suppress this 
odious crime. Hut I would not rest the success of this interesting measure 
alone on vigilance, and the active use of even all the agents in our power. I 
would employ other stimuli, and not neglect tliose that may be calcu!ut(‘d to 
produce an effect on tlui grosser passions of those who pe»‘scvere in the prac¬ 
tice of Infanticide. I would not encourage the idfia of an expensive agency, 
nor the direct and professed employment of spies, which are more likely to 
defeat than to promote the object; but there are surely means of ascertaining 
the result of a birth in a family, without either offending its delicacy, or rc- 
<]uiring much expense. The fact of a pregnancy is always public, and the 
report of the neighbours would often be sufficient evidence. A few detections 
would arrest the practice. If the intercourse was us frequent as I have 
recommended, many things w'ould be casually learnt, and little indeed could 
be concealed. In the course of this Intercourse, many acts of friendship, of 
courtesy, and attention could be conferred on the Jhanjas, whicli would be 
attended with little expense, but which they would highly value,—they are 
both greedy and necessitous. The present of an inferior turban, of a Deputta, 
of a snuff-box, of a pair of spectacles, or of any other trilling article, would be 
prized by them as a mark of honour, and as a profitable acquisition. 
These little favours would be tlio means of bringing them together, of 
inducing them to come into our society, and, finally, of reconciling them to 
our views. It is by association, and a constant attention, that they arc to be 
reclaimed. 

I cannot conclude those hasty remarks without observing that the character 
and reputation of our Government must suffer matorially should those people 
be allowed to resume a practice which they had abandoned with all the 
formality of a regular and solemn compact. May it not be said that we were 
more indifferent in the cause of humanity than in exacting a rigid and 
scrupulous compliance witlv the terms of a Treaty which involved a paltry 
revenue, or some insignifit^ant district ? We may, by kindness and by patience, 
bring them back to the j)ath of their djity. The voice of nature, and the in¬ 
fluence of the women, will unite in assisting us ; and in this struggle against a 
deplorable practice we shall finally prevail, while our motives must be 
applauded, and cannot be mistaken. Were the power of Government never 
applied but in cases so obvjgusly beneficial and disinterested, the rudest 
minds would bless them, and the feelings of men, as well as their reason, 
would render them both agreeable and irresistible. 


38, Russell Square, London. 


(Signed) A- Walker. 
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From Tiieutenant Colonel A. Walker, 

To J. Dart, Esq., Secretary to the Honorable the Court of Directors, 

. East India House, London. 

LondoUf 21th Avgust 1819. 

Stk, —Since I had the honour of addressing you under date the 19th ultimo, 
I have been able to peruse with more leisure and attention the proceedings 
which have been held on Infanticide from the time that I left India. Although 
it would be a very painful task for me to enter into a minute and critical exa* 
mination of those proceedings, some remarks are unavoidably necessary on a 
subject which cannot be viewed without interest and emotion, and which, to a 
considerable degree, must involve the character of our country. The policy 
and humanity of our Government are irrevocably blended with the success of 
the measures for abolishing tliis revolting crime. 

After a careful perusal of th(; documents with which I have been favoured 
by the indulgence of the Honorable Court, I have found it impossible to sup¬ 
press the conclusion that the subject had either been foi^otten for years 
together, or that some imperious and uncontrollable circumstances had rendered 
our interference utterly imi)racticable. From whatever resistless cause this 
has arisen, it is deeply to be lamented, and the consequences are far more for¬ 
midable than even the immediate effects. The immediate effects are the 
loss of so many thousand lives ; but the consequences are still more serious, 
as the enforcement of the engagement must now be infinitely more difficult, 
by the long neglect and disuse of its provisions. There is no more effectual 
way of destroying the most sacred laws and obligations than by usage ; 
while they acquire fresh strength and vigour by a regular appeal to their 
authority. 

At the time that I left India, the subject was familiar to the Jharejas; there 
was an imj)ression of interest on their minds; a return had appeared of parental 
affection ; and, above all, there was the necessity of obeying a legal enactment 
possessing their own solemn sanction, and for the enforcement of which the 
British and Gaekwar Governments were pledged. 

Instead of this picture, the Jharejas have now found out that the engage¬ 
ment, which was at first so reluctantly yielded and strenuously urged, means 
almost nothing, since it may be eluded with impunity, may be violated with¬ 
out detection, and without reproof. If they had imagined that there would 
be so little danger in its violation as they evidently at present believe to be the 
case, I should without any doubt have found much less difficulty in obtaining 
their consent to discontinue the custom of destroying their daughters. Could 
they have foreseen that the whole would afterwards have rested on their own 
free will and choice, Ihey would neither have been apprehensive of inconve¬ 
nience nor of punishment, and would have saved themselves and me much 
trouble from a useless opposition. This reflection is not new, and I viewed 
the difficulty with which these people were first led to discontinue this extra- 
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ordinary custom, at the time that I was using every effort to overcome their 
prejudices, as no unequivocal proof of the stability of the arrangement. This 
is stated in ray report to the Bombay Government. 

The consequence, in short, at this moment, operating in Kattywar, is the 
impression of weakness and vacillancy on the part of the British Government, 
or that they are incapable of giving effect to their own measures. 

It may seem idle to trace out the nature and extent of the evil that remiss¬ 
ness or accidents have produced. I should not, indeed, have made these 
observations, were I not clearly of opinion that, in the application of any 
remedial measures, it is most particularly necessary that we be distinctly aware 
of the nature and the extent of the mischief; otherwise it will never be coun¬ 
teracted. 1 am aware, also, that the truth cannot be stated in all its broadness 
and honesty to the Company’s Government in India, as it might iiTitate 
instead of conciliate ; yet it should be stated, though with as much delicacy as 
the nature of such truth will admit. 

I have now a more agreeable duty to perform, in adverting to the interest 
which seems to be everywhere felt and expressed at present for the suppression 
of this crime. The communications of Captain Carnac and of Captain Ballan- 
tine breathe the spirit of feeling and humanity which is natural to their 
character. They are men who love their country, their friends, and mankind. 
They will, I am persuaded, pursue the subject with a renewed degree of ear¬ 
nestness and warmth, and, by a judicious direction of their exertions, finally 
accomplish the abolition of Infanticide. They will embrace every means and 
opportunity of maintaining unimpaired the honour of their country, by sup¬ 
porting its reputation for humanity and philanthropy. They are the best judges 
of local circumstances, and have the best means of taking advantage of them. 

I expect this from those gentlemen, and that they will unite a kind of 
enthusiasm in the cause. 

I cannot avoid taking this opportunity of expr ssing my own obligations 
and warmest thanks to Captain Carnac, for the spirit with which he repelled 
the insinuation contained in the resolution and minute of the 19th September 
1817. It is with the utmost unwillingness that 1 have at all alluded to this 
subject, but I conceive thal^I could not pass it <'ver in total silence, and must 
trust in the Honorable Court of Directors doing me that justice which I have 
on so many occasions gratefully felt and acknowledged at their hands. I 
may, however, be allowed to observe, that the attempt to throw reproach and 
censure on my influence and exertions is, in point of fact at least, inaccurate. 
The exertions and responsibility of an individual in the public service must 
necessarily terminate with hii^office ; but I can affirm, with truth, that I have 
never been able to divest myself of care and solicitude for those interests 
which I left behind me in India, and especially for that measure by which I 
hoped to rescue a great number of helpless infants from a premature death. 

I have endeavoured to second this wish by every excitement whjch a frequent 
correspondence at so great a distance could effect, to impress on the minds 
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of my European and Native friends an attachment to those principles which 
had always regulated my own conduct, and particularly never to relax their 
efforts against those who violate the laws of nature and society. This was all 
that I could do, and was, perhaps, more than was to have been expected from 
an unemployed individual. The most arduous part of the enterprise was 
unquestionably the procuring of the engagements on the part of the Jhareja 
Chiefs to abolish tlie practice of destroying their daughters; the solemn 
acknowledgment that it was contrary even to their own religion; and that 
such was their abhorrence and detestation of it, that whoever should be proved 
guilty of the repetition of the crime should be branded with all the infamy, 
disgrace, and privation of privileges involved in the loss of caste. 

The recognition of these things as general principles, and principles of law, 
I hold to be the grand achievement in the removal of this scene of guilt, dcso* 
lation, and misery. 

If the practical benefit has not followed, it cannot, by any fair inference, be 
imputed to me; and this conclusion seems firmly founded in the fact that, in 
the course of a short period after the engagement was procured, as many lives 
were spared through its agency as for all the succeeding years. 

But, perhaps, th ‘ following quotation from the proceedings of the Bombay 
Government itself might be produced as a proof that the failure had no 
dependence on my influence and exertions ;— 

** Had the annual reports [they observe, in their consultations of the 16th of 
August 1816] required by the instructions of Government of the Slst of 
March 1808 been regularly attended to, the Chieftains would have observed a 
cotitinued anxiety on the part of the British Government to enforce the engage¬ 
ments they contracted, and the formation of those reports would also have 
led to a spirit of inquiry, and ensured, in a certain degree, tlie fulfilment of 
those engagements, inasmuch as it would have proved to the Chieftains of 
Kattywar the anxiety felt by the British Government on the subject.” 

In this passage they have themselves correctly traced, however late, one of 
the principal errors which has been committed, and which it was in their own 
power at any time to have corrected. 

It may be said there was nothing to report. Let this be admitted. Report 
that fact,—for it was a fact little expected,—and the knowledge of it would 
have given an impulse to investigation and vigilance. It has at length pro¬ 
duced this very effect; and however inefficient t]pe means adopted might have 
proved, the appearance of activity and interest must have prevented many bad 
consequences. 

I shall now turn with pleasure to the circumstances which are still favourable 
to this cause of humanity, and which may encourage us to expect that this 
revolting practice will Jbe overcome. 

The Court of Directors, the Government, and its assistants in India, appear 
at present to take great interest in the success of the measure. Tins is one 
favourable class of circumstances. 
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Again, the projiidices of the Jharejas, with which I had to grapple, if not 
entirely done away, are at least suppressed and disavowed. They appear so 
far to move within the range in which nature acts, that they express no pride 
in the destruction of their offspring, and feel no shame in rearing them. It is 
evident that a very favourable change has taken place, since all the infants 
they have saved have been the consequence of their own choice; and as some 
of their daughters have been reared within veiy recent dates, the principle of 
natural affection is even at this moment producing its effect. 

This therefore is, upon the whole, a second class of favourable circumstances; 
but they can be favourable only to an enlightened and resolute mind,—a mind 
that calculates coolly, that regards no obstacle as contemptible, and yet will 
not be appalled by the greatest. 

One of the principal objections to the remedial measures proposed to and 
nyected by the Bombay Government, without the substitution of others, is that 
they uniformly consist of small details. They suggest to me the idea of a 
conqueror proposing to lay a vast region at his feet by merely disarming or 
taking captive a few of the videttes or outposts. It appears to me that there 
are two great principles, of which all the minor details must be merely ramifi¬ 
cations. The first principle is the maintenance of the authority of Government 
in connection with the solemn engagements of the Jharejas ; and the second 
is the adoption of that conduct tow'ards the Natives which I have endeavoured 
to illustrate in the letter which I had the honour to address you last month. 
I have taken the liberty of suggesting in that communication what 1 thought 
might be usefully enjoined ; but much must be left to the discretion, temper, 
and good sense of the local authorities. 

There must be intercourse, reasoning, and such dignified and manifest 
benevolence, that the foul breath of malevolence shall never be able to sully 
it. In short, reason, persuasion, and the aid of women, who more readily feel 
than men the cruelty of such a practice, would do much to put a stop to 
Infanticide; and in a few years it would be looked on in Kattywar with as 
strong a feeling of horror as it is now in England. 

I shall take the liberty of offering some remarks on each of these points. In 
the first place, the authority of Government must be maintained, and the 
engagement, which lian^ been mutually contracted, exactly fulfilled. We must 
show that we arc serious, and that we are determined to be obeyed. This will 
be more difficult now than i|^ 1808; but still it must be done. 

I would begin by sending to every Jhareja Chief an authenticated copy of 
his engagement, and apprise him in the most solemn and pn^cise terms of the 
determination of the Company and the Gaekwar to exact the performance 
of an obligation which hs9f prescribed to all parties sacred and imperative 
duties. These separate addresses to the Chiefs would sooth their pride,'and 
• prevent them from taking offence; but that none may be able to plead igno- 
' ranee of the 'intentions of Government, I would follow up the measure 
by a public proclamation, and give it as wide a circulation as possible. 
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This should be addressed to the bosom and understanding of every Jhareja. 
It should declare the feelings and the intention of Government upon the 
subject. It should strongly mark the abhorrence of the crime, and explain 
the nature of his own obligations in consequence of his engagement to renounce 
Infanticide. He should be told that the bear, the tiger, tlie wolf, the hyena, 
and whatever is fiercest in nature, preserve their offspring, and risk their own 
lives for their safety. He should be asked what was to be expected from a 
being in the shape of a man, but who is so far from having anything of the 
nature of a man, that his bosom is unvisited with even that tenderness which 
moves and controls the most savage beasts of prey ?■—that where the mon¬ 
strous inhumanity of Infanticide exists it is impossible that any good can 
exist; that it involves a violation of good faith as well as the recognised prin¬ 
ciples of nilig'ion, and that no trust can be reposed in the perpetrators of this 
horrid crime : that therefore Government are resolved to punish such outcasts 
of human nature by withholding from them every mark of confidence and 
regard, as well as by inflicting pains and penalties, according to the nature of 
the case. That, on the other hand, those who give evidence of a sincere and 
hearty return to nature and the principles of religion, shall be regarded with 
affection, and enjo^ every mark of esteem, of favour, honour, and emolument, 
of which circumstances will admit. 

When these and other considerations have been promulgated, it would be 
necessary that they should be acted upon with firmness and vigilance; for 
early relaxation in particular would prove extremely injurious, not only to 
this cause, but to the respectability of Government in general. 

In the proclamation I have above suggested, and in all public declarations 
on the subject, it might be useful to point to the Talooka of Drappa, of four 
hundred families, who have never saved a female infant, and who are endur¬ 
ing the marks of Divine vengeance, in the extreme poverty and misery to 
which they are reduced. The Rajkoomars of Benares, also, who have proved 
faithful to their engagements, might be mentioned as an honorable instance; 
and, in fine, they should be reminded of every obligation and example which 
can be supposed to bear on the question, and is likely to produce any influence 
upon their sentiments. The feelings and compassion of the Chiefs should be 
roused, by frequently expressing our indignation against the crime; and, by 
correspondence and remonstrance, to inspire a natural horror of it in every 
breast. 

In order to observe, and to give due effect to these preliminary mea¬ 
sures, the servants of Government, Natives or British, should have 
instructions to watch over the operation of the engagements in their several 
districts, and to report upon every occurrence of a birth among the Jharejas, 
or even the surmises of its consequences. As they are not very rigid in the 
seclusion of their women, and as all those who are in the lower stations of life, 
who form the great majority in every society, must necessarily be employed in 
occupations which expose them to public view, a case of pregnancy can 
53 G 
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scarcely ever be concealed. There is no attempt made, indeed, to prevent it 
being known, and surely it w’ould not require much discrimination of judg¬ 
ment, nor the exercise of a very officious or impertinent curiosity, to ascertain 
a circumstan(‘c whicdi is so notorious. But there arc other, circumstances of 
less direct evidence, from which very fair and correct inferences may be drawn, 
and of which we may avail ourselves in cases where stronger testimony may 
fail. It is w(dl known that among Hindoos of all descriptions the birth of a 
.son is an object of congratulation and rejoicing. Whenever a birth in a Jhareja 
family was unattended by these cheerful and happy symptoms, where it was 
passed over in silence and without notice, we might, with very considerable 
certainty, conclude that the birth was a female. Upon this surmise or suspi¬ 
cion an inquiry might be made, and I do not imagine that there would either 
be any impropriety or indelicacy in questioning the family as to the result. 
In many cases I am disposed to think that the Jharejas vs'ould not deny the 
fact, and any attempt to equivocate w'ould form a strong proof of guilt. Cases 
of a suspicious nature must occasionally occur, and come un<Icr our ohserva- 
tion ; but the miserable children of poverty must not become the victims of 
vengeance, while the more aggravated guilt of those that range in the higher 
ranks of life are passed over in silence, and with impunity. By taking advan¬ 
tage of every opportunity, by appearing active and inquisitive, aud deeply 
interested in the event, we should convince these people that we are deter¬ 
mined in future to prevent the perpetration of the act. 

At any rate, every servant of Government should have injunctions to ascer¬ 
tain the consequence of a birth, by all the means that may be in his power : 
nothing should be too trifling for bis notice which may bear on the point,—he 
should collect even the rumours of the country upon the subject, and report 
to his superior ; he again to another, if such there happen to be ; and so on till 
each case reach the Assistant to the Resident, and then the Resident himself, 
who should, lastly, report to the Government at Bombay. I would beg to 
recommend that the report of the Resident should be made at least every 
three months for the first year or two, or till it appear that the measure is 
proceeding so securely that an annual report, which must never be dispensed 
with, shall be deemed sufficient. Quarterly reports for a time, indeed, would 
be highly beneficial, and^lf they were mere blanks, still I think they should be 
punctually made. They would prevent the subject from falling into neglect, 
and, by maintaining a spirit of inquiry, msikc it manifestly appear that we are 
in earnest. I would even suggest, if it could be attained, to engage the Chiefs 
themselves to make returns of births, and not only of females, but of males, 
which would be a check the evidence in regard to the former. This 
would be gaining a step of decisive importance, not only to the cause, but 
mi^t increase the small number of useful facts which we possess on the state 
of . population in India. There is every reason for suspecting that the Chiefs 
hftve been transgressors of their own engagements; but the form alone of 
makipg a quarterly return to Government would add to the general excitement. 
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and would ultimately jiroduce good. The great object is to apply as many 
principles as possible of common cohesion, and to put in motion the whole of 
tile moral machinery which can be discovered for the abolition of this un¬ 
natural practice. I am at the same time perfectly aware that the nature of 
the subject must render it peculiarly difficult to obtain correct information 
and accurate evidence of a fact which is commonly perpetrated in secret. 
The means of concealing the sacrifice itself are extensive; but as they make 
no mystery of the pregnancy of their women, the result cannot be so easily 
disguised, and into this it is our business to inquire. 

If there is any reason to believe, or even suspect, that the birth has been a 
female, and that nothing has been offered to the view or notice of the public, 
such circumstances occurring must afford a proper subject for investigation. 
U is not to be expected that this investigation should always produce convic¬ 
tion; but the purposes of humanity would be fully answered by the inquiry, 
by showing the party that he was watched ; by alarming him with the possi¬ 
bility of detection ; and, by a natural consequence, to prevent the repetition of 
the crime. ^ 

I should be disposed to consider a court of Punchayet as the most prudent 
and legitimate me us for the examination of the question. It would be a 
tribunal congenial to the Natives, and its decision would give them no offence. 
As the court would be entirely composed of Natives, its proceedings would be 
regulated by their feelings, and the nature of the inquiry. Should, however, 
any objection be made to the Punchayet, or it be prevented from assembling, 

I would have recourse to the trial ||y lot, or to device, however defective or 
imperfect, which might show that we were attentive to the subject, and ever 
on the watch for its detection. 

It is evidently necessary that the whole system should be supported by 
rewards and punishments; but a considerable diversity of opinion may prevail 
as to their nature and mode of application. The crime may be rendered more 
frequent by the severity of the laws which arc enacted to prevent it, while 
there may be as much danger of encouraging it by too great tenderness in 
punishing. The offence is of such an odious description that it cannot be 
considered as a fit object for the exercise of clemency; but, at the same time, 
it has been so long legalised by custom, and so common in its practice, that it 
may not be proper to inflict the last severity of the law on the first transgressors. 
Afterwards, however, and when the ordinance has been for some time gene¬ 
rally observed, the criminal may be prosecuted as a common murderer. 

Cases of delinquency should in every event be always punished by fine, 
and branded with infamy. The Chiefs should be particularly held to their 
engagement, and punished with a pecuniary penalty to the extent of their 
means and the degree*of their offence. The poverty of many Jharejas, how¬ 
ever, must render the mode of amercement with respect to them impracticable, 
and the punishment of those who violate the engagement under such circum¬ 
stances must be limited to di^race, or ejection from caste. 
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To this may be superadded the displeasure of Government, the reproach 
and correction of society. 1 have said in a former communication that I would 
not have recourse to coercive means, and, if possible, I would still adhere to 
this rule; but the authority of Government must at all events be maintained, 
and this gi'oss departure from duty ])unished. If all other means, therefore, 
should fail, I would not hesitate to ajiply those of coercion, taking care to 
show that it is a matter of necessity, and not choice. 

Rewards and punishments always suppose something done to merit the one 
or incur the other; but it is generally a less difficult task to repay a good 
deed than to discover the best means of punishing a crime, so as to prevent 
its repetition. 

I have endeavoured, in my letter of the 19th of last month, and more 
particularly in its enclosure, to point out various marks of regard which might 
be shown, at little expense, to the observers of the engagement. They 
should have less the appearance of bribes than of marks of honour; but, at 
the same time, instances may occur in which it may be necessary to display 
the generosity and liberality of Government. This must be particularly 
necessary in cases of extreme poverty, and inability to rear the offspring which 
has been saved. This revolting practice may have begun among these people 
from want, fear of future evil, and a redundant population ; it has been con¬ 
tinued from prejudice and habit. Such cases of extreme poverty and distress 
have actually occurred. Several instances are stated by (3a{)tain Ballantine 
to have happened, and an affecting appeal appears to have been made by the 
parties for pecuniary relief, which will n^t escape the humane attention of the 
Honorable Court of Directors. I would suggest the adoption of a regulation, 
which, while it might serve as some check on the perpetrators of Infanticide, 
would be an encouragement to those who follow a different conduct; the 
latter should receive as much praise and publicity as possible. In this point 
of view it might be found useful to publish, in the Kucherees and in places of 
public resort, after a report has been transmitted to Government, the names 
of those who have been faithful to nature and their engagement, and of those 
who have been proved to violate the dictates of both. While one class would 
thus be marked as unworthy of trust or confidince, the other would be placed 
within the view of distih'etion and preferment. Might it not be a beneficial 
excitement to confer an honorary medal on the Jharejas who save their 
daughters ? The silver of a few rupees might answer the purpose; the medals 
would contain a suitable inscription, and the persons receiving them should be 
invested with them by the highest local authority of the district, and in as 


public a manner as possible^ 

From the increased share and influence which we now possess in the 


revenue and Government of Kattywar, we have proportionably increased 


means of binding the principles and directing the sentiments of the Natives. 
These are so obvious that it is almost unnecessary to point them put. Amongst 


the circumstances of which we have the command is the power of employing 
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only in the transaction of public business meritorious Natives, and of select¬ 
ing, especially for places of honour and trust, tliose Jharejas who may have 
saved their children. 

The Company, in a great measure, possess all those means of preferment, 
and of profitable appointment, which formerly belonged solely to the Native 
rulers. A plan founded on this principle, systematically and judiciously 
pursued, would have a far better chance of success than one which proceeded 
solely on compulsion. Avarice seems to be the most powerful obstacle at 
present against which we have to struggle or contend; and the most effectual 
and natural way of counteracting this passion would be to oppose its influence 
by a new source of advantages. The fines recovered from delinquents should 
constitute a fund sacred to the benefit of those who have saved their daush- 
ters, which should be distributed by th% Resident according to the merits and 
wants of f)articular cases. The management and distribution of the fund in 
this manner would be one means of satisfying the country that the humanity 
of the Company’s Government was quite disinterested. I shall only add that 
every reasonable l:ope of abolishing Infanticide in Kutch is strongly con¬ 
nected with our giving effect to what is already become law in the neighbour¬ 
ing country of Gi.'.ei'iit. The accomplishment of this most desirable object 
ought to be considered as a prudent and legitimate measure for the consolidation 
and stability of our Government, or influence in that quarter of India. 

In concluding these remarks, and submitting them to the consideration of 
the Honorable Court of Directors, it may be necessary to apologise for their 
freedom. My only, but 1 hope satisfactory, excuse is that peculiar interest 
which 1 feel in common with the Court on the subject of Female Infanticide, 
and my great anxiety that those measures for its suppression,, which have 
been honoured by their approbation, and cost me no small pains and solicitude 
to effect, may not, in the end, prove totally worthless and abortive. 

I have delivered my sentiments with candour, and with that plainness which 
truth seems to me to require; but with feelings of the most respectful regard 
for the prosperity and honour of the Company, with which the dearest interests 
of this country are closely connected. 

It is unnecessary for me to make any professions of attachment to a service 
from which I have enjoyed so many benefits ; into which 1 entered at an early 
period of my life, and in which 1 have witnessed so many eventful scenes ; 
none of them, however, of a more extraordinary nature than that which is the 
subject of this address. 

1 shall be happy if the desultory thoughts which I have at different times 
thrown tc^ether upon this important subject shall be deemed worthy of the atten¬ 
tion of the Honorable Court; and 1 shall conclude by earnestly wishing and 
praying for the final tniumph of humanity over a barbarous and inhuman custom. 

^ 1 have the honour to be, &c. 

21 th August \^\d. (Signed) A. Walker. 

P. S.—^There is no doubt but that Infanticide is practised in other parts of 
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India besides those of Kutch and Kattywrar. The existence of the custom 
has been traced to the Rhatores of Jeypoor and Jodhpoor, to the Haree of 
Rondce Kota, the Waish in the Poorub, the Jhuts in Hindoostan, and to 
various Rajpoot tribes remotely situated from each other, and who have at 
present no common tie of connection. The custom is continued without the 
excitement of society and intercourse. The Mewats, a sect of Mahomedans, 
but whose ancestors were Hindoos, are still in the habit of putting to death 
their daughters at the moment of their birth. I have stated these circum¬ 
stances in my report to the Bombay Government of the 15th March 1808, and 
that the Jharejas arc aware that the custom of Infanticide is fidlowed by other 
tribes besides their own. Although we have not discovered the motive that 
has led so many people to adopt this unnatural and remarkable custom, it is 
probably among them all to be ascribAl to the same event, and to the same 
origin. The sacrifice is confined, it would appear, to females, and to Rajpoots, 
or such as claim their descent from that military race. Among a people 
devoted to war, and peculiarly exposed to danger, the rearing of their 
daughters may often have been an object of great difficulty, and in some 
situations they may have proved an impediment to the profession of arms. 
They may, therefore, have made this sacrifice, on some emergency, to their 
convenience, and even to their safety; or, if we choose to ascribe it, to a 
dreadful superstition very prevalent in ancient times, as the means of appeas¬ 
ing the wratli, or of propitiating the favour, of the gods. We are told that 
the ancient nations assigned this as their reason for having recourse to similar 
sacrifices; “ They thought nothing,” says Polybius, “ sordid or dishonor¬ 
able that is employed in that design.” The Senate of Carthage proposed 
to sacrifice the inftint son of Hannibal after he had gained the battles of 
Tecinus and Trebia. 

Without attempting to investigate this subject, we may assume it as an un¬ 
questionable fact, that the existence of Female Tnfi iticide prevails to a greater 
extent in India than has yet come under the observation of the British 
Government. The knowledge of this fact would until lately have been [)ro- 
ductive of little more than to gratify a melancholy and speculative curiosity. 

It might have added to th^ list of those offences which are contrary to the 
common course of naturi,'without affording an opportunity of correcting this 
particular departure from duty and aftcction. The case is now very much 
altered; and the same inquiry at this moment might be attended, not merely 
with the discovery of the existence of the fact, but enable us, by the means 
we possess at present, to suppress everywhere this revolting crime within the 
region of Hindoostan. Many <^thcdistricts in which the practice is supposed to 
prevail have either fallen under the influence or the actual government of 
Great Britain; many of those people have become our subjects; and we are 
{ipwid in duty, as well as honour, to reclaimHhem from the reproach of killing 
their own children. 1 am quite certain that the Company's Government 
lequires no other excitement or encouragement for undertaking this humane 
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work than would result from the probability of their success; and it is with¬ 
out any view of this kind I am led to mention that the subject was not over¬ 
looked by the former Government of India, to which the Company may now 
be considered as having succeeded. The author of the Akbar Nameh relates, 
that in the route of the royal army from Kashmere to Lahore they came to 
a village the inhabitants of which had formerly been Hindoos, “ where num¬ 
bers of the poor people, upon having daughters born to them, that instant 
secretly put an end to their existence.” Upon this fact coming to the know¬ 
ledge of the Emperor Jehangheer, he ordered “that this barbarous practice 
should be discontinued ; and enacted that whoever should commit it in future 
should be put to the torture.” 

From this it would aj)pear that Infanticide engaged the attention of the 
Mogul Government, and that it made an attempt to suppress the practice. 
It would be curious, as well as useful, to ascertain what has been the fate of 
the measures which were adopted for this purpose two hundred years ago: 
have they been successful, or have they failed ? The moral negligence which 
succeeded the decline of the Mogul Empire, and the impracticability, in the 
disordered state of the country, of enforcing a severe law, would be sufficient 
to discourage our e .jiectatiunsthat the termination has been prosperous. Still 
it would be desirable to know the actual result, to discover the extent of the 
impression, and whether the attempt was only the effect of a feeling at the 
moment, or pursued as a system. The less it was expected the more agree¬ 
able, certainly, would be the discovery, should we find that natural aflection 
has assumed its influence in the midst of all the tumults and revolutions to 
which that part of India has been exposed. The extensive power and do¬ 
minion which we now possess in India may be made subservient to this 
inquiry, and be directed to ascertain how far the practice of Infanticide prevails 
in any of the countries under the influence or control of the British Govern¬ 
ment. It is only necessary to make this suggestion: the Company’s 
Government are always prepared and willing to embrace every o[)portunity, 
and employ every means arising from their situation, for securing the rights 
due to humanity. 

(Signed) A. Walker. 


Extract from a Letter from tlie Honorable the Court of Directors to the 
Government of Bombay, dated the Is^ March 1820. 

We have learned with great pain that your humane endeavours to ac¬ 
complish the suppression of the barbarous and unnatural practice of Female 
Infanticide in the Peninsula of Kattywar have hitherto proved to a great 
degree unsuccessful, nbtwithstanding the engagements which were contracted 
by the Jhareja Chiefs of that province in 1807 with Colonel Walker, to 
abstain from the commission of that offence. 

The register appended to the report of the . Assistant to the Resident at 
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Baroda, under date the 20th June 1817, shows that the lives of only sixty- 
three female infants have been saved in consequence of your interposition in 
the course of ten years,—a number extremely disproportionate to the number 
which must have been born within that period. Indeed, the facts stated by 
Captain Ballantine, that in the Talooka of Drappa, which contains four 
hundred Jhareja families, there is not a single female child in existence, and 
that in no family has more than one female child been preserved, demonstrate 
the inveterate prevalence of this horrid custom. 

However mortifying may have been the result of your past endeavours, we 
are persuaded that you will not allow it to opei-ate as a discouragement to 
further and persevering efforts in the same cause. We think you may do 
much by addressing yourselves to the interests of the Jharejas, and the 
renewal of the decennial engagements with the Kattywar Chieftains will 
have furnished you with an opportunity of calling upon them to enter into 
fresh engagements, under proper securities, to abandon the practice in ques¬ 
tion. We are not without hopes, also, that the additional influence which we 
acquired in that part of Guzerat, by the cession of the Peshwa’s tribute, may, 
if judiciously exercised, be the means of enabling you to enforce a stricter 
adherence to their engagements on the part of the Jharejas. 

We entirely approve of the measure of distributing among those who 
observe their promises, the fines which may be levied upon those who 
violate them. 


Extracts from a Minute hy the Honorahle Mountstuart Elphinstone, 
Governor of Bombay^ dated Camp Malliay Qth January 1821. 

I have the honour to lay before the Board tl 3 opinion I formed while in 
Kattywar on the system which it is most expedient hereafter to adopt towards 
that province. 

***««**•» 

There is one point of gix;at importance, in which we are already entitled to 
exercise the right of gcheral superintendence. This is in checking the crime 
of Female Infanticide, and in imposing the fines authorised by Colonel 
Walker’s agreements on those who may be guilty of it. It is greatly to be 
regretted that the difficulty of detection should secure the perpetrators of this 
crime so effectually from punishment as to render the article against it a dead 
letter. There has been nojgjnstance of punishment for Infanticide since the 
agreements were concluded, and this is so far from being owing to the dimi¬ 
nution of the crime, that from the best information Major Ballantine could 
obtsun, it would not appear that more than one hundred females, born since 
the agreement, are now in existence; and it is not easy to say how many of 
these might have been spared if the engagement had never been entered 
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into. No effectual check can be imposed on this atrocious practice 
as long as it is so completely congenial to the general feelii^ of the people) 
unless by emj^oying hired agents, as proposed by Major Ballantine, whose 
duty it should be to detect offenders of this description; and such a measure 
would lead to so much intrusion into the most private and domestic proceed-^ 
ings of the Superior castes (among whom alone Infanticide prevails), and 
would be open to so many abuses on the part of the informers, that 1 do not 
think the chance of success would compensate for the disaffection which it 
would create. It may also be doubted how far we have a right to interfere 
to such an extraordinary pitch with the private life of a people with whose 
civil government and internal police we do not pretend to have any concern. 
Wc must, therefore, be content to follow the footsteps of our predecessors 
(without attempting to go beyond them) in their most meritorious endeavours 
to discountenance this enormity, and we may safely flatter ourselves, that as 
the manners of the people become softened by a continuance of tranquillity 
and good order, they will gradually discontinue a practice which is not more 
inconsistent with reason and morality than repugnant to natural instinct. 


Extract from a Letter from J. B. Simson, Esq,*Secretary with the Right 
Honorable the Governor on Toury dated 9/A January 1821. 

The Honorable the Governor has learned with great concern the very 
limited success that has hitherto attended the exertions of the British Goveni'- 
ment to put a stop to the crime of Infanticide. 

Though the Honorable the Governor does not think that it would be pm- 
dent to authorise the employment of regular informers for the purpose of 
detecting instances of this atrocity, he feels the greatest anxiety to employ 
every practicable means for its suppression; and considering that the practice is 
entirely unconnected with religion, and unsupported by the opinion of the bulk 
of the community even in the countries where it exists, he cannot but entertain 
a hope that more effectual means of extirpating it may yet be devised. 

You are requested to state your sentiments on this head, and to offer any 
suggestions that appear to you calculated to obtain the end in view. It is to 
be hoped, that from the direct communication which now subsists between 
you and the inhabitants, you will be able in the course of your circuits to 
obtain information in some of the many instances of this crime which must 
occur. It will then be in your power to visit the offence, not only on the 
person who has committed it, but on the head of the village, or on the Chief 
who shall appear to have connived at it. 

Your influence ought likewise to be always employed in discountenancing 
this atrocity, and in, encouraging an opposite course. When remissions are 
refused to a Chief, it may be noticed, as one reason for rejecting his request, 
that he has not been 2 sealous in suppressing Infanticide; on the other hand, 
Mrhen an abatement is granted, it may, perhaps, .be possible to reserve to 
54 o 
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Government the right to recover the amount after a certain period, unless the 
Chief and his Bhyad can prove their attention to the rule in question by the 
production of a certain number of female children of their caste. The 
proportion must of course be much smaller than a calculation of the births in 
so many families would authorise us to expect. 

With a view to encourage parents in sparing their female children, you are 
authorised to throw all fines levied on Chiefs for other oflences, as well as for 
infanticide (after indemnifying the sufferers by each) into a fund, to be distri¬ 
buted in portions to children so preserved. 

From Captain li. Barnew.ill, Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To W. Newniiam, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 16<A July 1824. 

SiK,— I request you will submit, for the information of the Honorable the 
Governor in Council, the annexed statement, showing the number of Jhareja 
females at present in existence in this peninsula i the last statement was 
forwarded in Major Ballantinc’s report of the 29th .June 1817, and appears to 
have stated sixty-three as the whole number that could then be discovered to 
have been pr(‘served during ten year^^ 

2. The contrast with the return now transmitted is so far favourable as to 
exhibit that during seven years more than double this number of Jhareja 
females have been ])reserved—the number at present being two hundred and 
sixty-six; forty-six have died. Among this number, some are stated to have 
been destroyed, but the impossibility of establishing the fact, under a declara¬ 
tion to the contrary on the part of the parents, has rendered it impracticable 
to enforce any penalty against the parties. 

3. The princi])al obstacle to be overcome in rendering the engagements 
effectual is the difficulty in detecting those concerned in the perpetration of 
the crime, so long as the feelings and interests of the people render them dis¬ 
inclined to afford aid in discovering it: few are prompted to make it known by 
a sense of humanity, or even of interest, though all classes are ready to admit 
the barbarity of the practice; still they view it with so passive a spirit that 
they feel indisposed to encounter the odium or animosity that tlie conse¬ 
quences of a disclosure mig^ c occasion. 

4. A constant intercourse with the Jharejas during my annual circuit has 
given me opportunities of impressing on their minds the interest taken by the 
British Government in the suppression of this barbarous and unnatural 
practice, and the guilt attached to the commission of it by the dictates of their 
own religion. 1 receive continual assurances that they will discountenance it; 
but, from the disproportionate Shimber of females still existing, it is evident 
that although this horrible practice may be somewhat subdued, it is still far ' 
from being relinquished. 

5. The minds and opinion of the tribe do not appear to have undergone 
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that change on the subject that will alone overcome the existence of a custom 
so unnatural: the effects of tlie penalties enjoined by the engagements entered 
into by the Jharejas would operate in deterring the commission of the crime, 
if the means of detection existed, or its discovery was not opposed by difTi' 
culties that defeat the utmost vigilance. Proving it is almost impracticable, 
unless some part of tlie domestic establishment of a Jhareja betray him,—a 
circumstance that seldom can be expected, as the domestic servants are 
generally the old adherents and dependents of his family. 

6. The present Chieftain of Nowanuggur had a daughter born some months 
since, and, as the head of the Jhareja tribe, it was particularly desirable he 
should have set an example by preserving it, and showing, by his doing so, 
his anxiety to support the existing engagements. J liad been particular in 
every interview I had wdth this young Chief, in engaging his influence and 
support with his tribe in discountenancing the practice. lie promised me to 
discourage it in every way in his power; but no sooner was a daughter born 
to him, about ten months ago, than he determined upon its destruction. This 
information was acquired from a person in close intercoui’se with attendants on 
his family,—an inhabitant of his town,—but who would only communicate the 
information under a promise of his not being made the instrument of proving 
the offence. Tlv' circumstance was universally believed by others who resided 
in the principality, and the tribe in general, and, from all the information I 
could procure, I have scarcely a doubt of the fact, though the Chief, when 
called upon, openly denies it, avowing the child died a natural death, and 
challenging proof being adduced,—well aw'are that none but his own immediate 
domestics can establish the charge, and that they durst not give any evidence, 
but such as would acquit him of the crime. 

7. The only means to ensure further success is to persevere in discounte¬ 
nancing as much as possible this atrocity; but so long as the force of pride and 
interest have a dominionsuflicicntly powerful to subdue inthe Jhareja every prin¬ 
ciple of humanity and religion, this unnatural practice will be butslowly abolished. 

8. The effect of rewards for convicting the offender and establishing the 
guilt of the parties might be attended with some benefit: they might be 
offered to stimulate the activity of informers, to enforce the penalties prescribed 
by the engagement, and remove obstacles which now interfere to prevent the 
crime being discovered. 

9. The fines levied for the commission of the offence might be expended 
partly or wholly in rewards to those actively engaged in enabling the British 
Government to give greater effect to the suppression of the crime: this 
appears the only temptation likely to induce an informer to come forward, 
that it would be politic or desirable to authorise, or that seems calculated to 
afford any increased facility in establishing the guilt of those perpetrating it. 

I have the honour to be, kc. 

(Signed) R. Barnewall, Captain, 

Kattywar Pot Agents Office, Rajkot, \Qth July 1824. Political Agent, 
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From W. Newnram, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To Captain R. Barnswall, Political Agent, Kattywar. 

Dated 31st July 1824. 

, Sir,— 1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch 
dated the 16th instant, forwarding a statement of the number of Jhareja 
females at present living in Kattywar, and stating the obstacles to the detection 
of Infanticide. 

2. The great difficulty in the detection and prevention of the crime arises 
from the circumstance that the offenders are not under our government, being 
only our tributaries, not our subjects. It is to be feared much time must 
elapse before this practice can be eradicated, and more will probably be dong 
by the gradual increase of knowledge and civilisation than by direct means. 
The latter, however, when they can be employed, should by no means 
be neglected. 

3. The Governor in Council considers the system of rewards to informants 
inexpedient in the circumstances of Kattywar. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Newnham, 

Bomhay Castle^ ^6\8t July 1824. Chief Secretary. 


Fiom W. Newnram, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To Captain Barnewall, Political Agent, Kattywar. 

Dated the 28tA March 1825. 

Sir, —Referring to your report dated the 16th July 1824,* on Female In¬ 
fanticide, the Governor in Council has been led to observe, that although your 
account of the increased number of female children preserved is satisfactory, 
and that you propose a plan for further decking that detestable practice, yet 
you do not state the measures you have adopted in consequence of the direc¬ 
tions contained in Mr. Sitnson’s letter of the 9th January 1821.f 

In recommending your attention to the subject, the Governor in Council 
requests that you will be pleased to state whether any lines have as yet been 
applied in the manner directed in the above instructions. If they have not, 
the amount of all sums received since the date of that letter, and not 
appropriated to purposes connected with the grievances which led to their 
imposition, the Governor in Council directs be now formed into a fund, and 
distributed in the manner prescribed. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

^ (Signed) W. Newnram, 

Bombay Cattle, 28fA March 1825. Chief Secretary to Government. 

* Vide page 412 of this Selection. f Vide extract at page 411 of this Selection. 
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From Captain H. Barnewall, Political Agent, Kattywar, 

To W. NBWNHAM, Esq., Clwef Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 1th June 1825. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
28th March last, on the subject of Female Infanticide. Referring to my report 
of the 16th July 1824, I obseiwe that I do not state in it the measures 
that I had adopted in consequence of the instructions contained in Mr. 
Simson*s letter of the 9th January 1821, or if any fines had been appropriated 
as yet in the manner therein recommended. 

2. I beg you will acquaint tlie Honorable the Governor in Council that 
dVery encouragement has been shown to those Jharejas who have attended to 
their engagements, and that during the time of their settlements some were 
permitted to postpone the payment of their tribute in the year in which the 
marriage of a daughter took place; remissions were granted to others, and all 
measures adopted that could testify to the tribe the ardent interest taken 
by the British Government in this interesting subject; rewarding those who 
adhered to their engagements, and noticing with horror and disapprobation 
the conduct of others on whom rested a suspicion of having disregarded 
them. 

3. The Jharejas of Dherol, Runmuljee the Cliief of Rajkot, Morjee the 
Chief of Gowrcedur,and Dossajee the Chief of Dolerwa, have all received remis¬ 
sions expressly upon the principle laid down in Mr. Sirason’s instructions. 

4. The Jhareja of Drappa was also allowed to postpone the payment of 
his tribute during the year that his daughter was married, and instalments, 
payable in future years, were accepted. 

5. I have suffered no opportunity, also, to pass, wlien meeting the Jhare¬ 
jas, without representing to them the enormity of the offence of Infanticide^ 
and pointing out how contrary it is to the precepts of their religion and the 
dictates of nature; my former report shows that muen success has resulted from 
the arrangements of Colonel Walker, as the crime is now disavowed by all, and 
the feelings of nature and humanity have obtained an ascendancy, which, it 
is to be anticipated, may be progressive in the minds of the Jharejas, and 
gradually lead to the entire abolition of this detestable practice. 

6. The obstacles that prevent the detection of the crime, or punishments 
being enforced, I noticed in my report of the 16th July last. In a case where 
the strongest suspicion often exists, as in that then stated of the Nowanuggur 
Chief, the means of convicting the accused is still wanting: this is a difficulty 
consequent on the limited authority and powder tliat we possess in this penin¬ 
sula, and is, perhaps, not to b^vercome with success until the Chiefs will aid 
and co-operate in all measures calculated to suppiress the crime, and 
encourage information being afforded by their dependents that is requisite for 
enforcing the penalties which the engagements authorise. 

7. No fine has become hitherto available, because all that have been 



THE PROVINCE OF GUZERAT. 


425 


levied have been appropriated as compensation for the loss of property, or in 
payment of expenses incident on enforcing their recovery. 

8. The first that is likely* to become available to the fund is now in 
course of recovery from the Gondul Raja, for a breach of his engagements, 
amounting to Rs. 15,000. The proportion of this fine appertaining to the 
Gaekwar is Rs. 8,086-2-4; the remainder, or Rs. 6,913-1-56, the Company's 
share, will be credited to the Infanticide Fund, and appropriated hereafter 
under the sanction of Government. 

9. The occasions on which these fines have been imposed in the last four 
years are exhibited in the annexed statement; most of them refer to t|ie 
Komaun insurrection, and the amount of them has been credited in part liqui¬ 
dation of the military expense incurred on that occasion; the fine of Rs. 4,000 
refers to a sura exacted as compensation for property plundered from a village 
subject to the Amrelee authority, and paid over to His Highness Uie 
Gaekwar’s Ryuts, as indemnification fur their losses. 

10. I beg to annex (No. 2) a statement of the expense estimated to be 
requisite to marry the daughters of the Jharejas now in existence; dividing 
them into four classes, and calculating the number of marrii^es likely to take 
place each year from the present age of their daughters; framing this state¬ 
ment upon tha^ which is annexed to my report to you of the 16th of July, 
No. 33 of 1824. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) R. Barmuswall, 
Political Agent. 


Kaitywar Political Agent's Office^ Rajkoty 1th June 1825. 



Statement of Fines levied in the Peninsula of Kattywar in the Years 1821, 1822,1823, an(2 1824, and how ApproprMted. 
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Kattytoar Political Agents OfficSt Rajhoty 7th June 1825. 
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No. 2. 

Statement showing the estimated Expense attendant on the Marriage of \BQ 
Jhar^a FetnaUs of the four Ranks and Classes ; the Number that it is 
estimated are to be Mairied each yeary with the Sum usually expended on 
each. 


Vears. 

1st Class. 

2nd Class. 

3rd Class. 

4th Class. 

Total. 

tfi 

1 

'Sb 

s 

cd 

*0 

d 

Amouiit of Mar¬ 
riage Expenses. 

Xo. of Daughters. 

Amount of Mar¬ 
riage Expenses. 

No. of Daughters. 

Amount of Mar¬ 
riage Expenses. 

No. of Daughters. 

Amount of 
Marriage 
Expenses. 

1 

S 

*5 

e 

Total Amount 
of Marriage 
Expenses. 

A, Tl. 


Rs. 


Rs. 


Rs. 

1 

Rs. 


Rs. 

IH-JI-2.V . 

1 

.30,000 



.. 


15 

22,500 
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3,000 

22 

.3.3,000 

24 

66,000 

1K27-28.. 
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21,000 

1S28-2.9.. 
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27,000 

18 

27,000 
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.3,000 

18 


19 

30,000 

I8.'10-;il.. 
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12,000 
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21,000 

17 

36,000 
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3l,r)00 

21 

31,500 
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11 

16,500 
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19 
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31,.500 

18:51-;5.5.. 
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10 

24,000 

16 

24,000 

i8;5.'i-;56 . 
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H 


9 

13,500 

9 

13,500 

is:5(i-;i7.. 




! ’ * 

B 


2 


2 

3,000 

Total.. .. 

2 

00,000 

B 

12,000 

3 

9,000 

183 

o 

o 

189 

3,55,500 


• (Signed) R. Barnewalt., 

Political Agent. 

Kttfhjwar PaiUlcal Agent's Officey Rajkoty 1th June r825. 


From W. Newniiam, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To Captain Barnkwall, Political Agent, Kattywar. 

Dated bth July 1825. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
the 7th ultimo, on the subject of Female Infanticide in the Province of Katty¬ 
war, and to express the great approbation of the Governor in Council with 
your proceedings. • 

The Governor in Council directs that all fines under Rs. 20,000, which are 
not given up to the sufferers on whose account the fine may have been levied, 
sliall hereafter be allotted to the Infanticide Fund. 

.^6u 
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Copy of my letter of this date to the Assistant in charge of the Residency 
at Baroda, on the subject, is enclosed for your information. 

1 have tlie honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Nuwniiam, 

JSmnbai/ Castle^ Glh July 18'25. Chief Secretary. 


From W. Newnham, Es<|., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To the Assistant in CiiAnaE, Baroda. 

Dated blh July 1825. 

Sir,—I have the honour to transmit to you copy of a letter from the Politi¬ 
cal Agent in Kattywar, dated the 7th ultimo, with enclosure, respecting the 
prevention of Female Infanticide in that province. 

2. The Governor in Cduncil requests that you will take a favourable 
opportunity of bringing the subject to the notice of the Gackwar Government, 
and endeavour to prevail on it to co-operate in the measures proposed by 
Captain Baraewall, by appropriating its portion of fines to a similar purpose. 

3. You are requested, however, not to press the measure, if found to be 
disagreeable to Ilis Highness. 

4. A copy of my letter of this date, to Captain Barnewall, is herewith 
enclosed, for your information. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Newniiam, 

Bombay Castley 5th July 1825. Chief Secretary. 


From J. P. WiLoonoiinv, Esq., Assistant Resident, Baroda, 

To W. Newnham, Esq., Chief'Secrctary to Government, Bombay. 

* Dated ISth Aityust 1825. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the reccifit of your despatch dated 
the 5th ultimo, with its enclosures, relating to measures proposed by the 
Political Agent in Kattywar for the ))revention of Female Infanticide in 
that province. 

2. In conformity with the instructions of the Honorable the Governor in 
Council, I embraced a favourable opportunity afforded me in a late interview 
with His Highness the Gaekwar and his Minister, to explain to them the 
nature and object of the measures proposed ; and it is with the highest gratifi¬ 
cation 1 am enabled to rejlbrt that I experienced but little difficulty in pre¬ 
vailing upon them to co-operate, in the manner requested, to put an end to so 
barbarous and unnatural a practice. 

3. Having obtained this verbal acquiescence, I considerqii it expedient 
that the same should be recorded. With this view, I sent a written proposal 
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to the Baroda Durbar, copy and translation of whose reply is herewith 
transmitted.' 

4. On reference to this, Government will be gratified to observe that the 
Gaekwar’s assent to adopt the same measures, with respect to his tributaries, 
as those already adopted by the British Government, is given in the most 
liberal terms. It is, moreover, made retrospective to the period when Captain 
Bamewall received charge of Kattywar; no limit in the amount of fines to be 
appropriated for the suppression of Infanticide is specified, but an account of 
the manner in which they may be appropriated is requested may be rendered 
annually. 

5. The Political Agent in Kattywar will be duly apprised of the acqui¬ 
escence of this Goveniment having been obtained to the recommendation of 
the Honorable Board to co-operate in this benevolent design. 

1 have tlie honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Wiltxiughdy, 

JUtroda Residencyf 18t4 Avgust 1825. Assistant Uesldent. 


Translation of a Memorandum from the Gaehwar Government dated the 

\Zth August 1825. 

A memorandum ha? been received from tlie Kesidency, dated 9th of the 
first Shrawun Viid (August 9th, 1825), stating that a letter had been received 
by Mr. Willoughby fi'om Mr. Newnhara, Chief Secretary to Government, 
referring to the expedition of Colonel Walker into Kattywar in Sumvut 1864 
(a. n. 1807-08), at which time the settlement in perpetuity for the tribute was 
adjusted, ami pledges obtained from the Jhareja Rajpoots that they would 
desist from their practice of Female Infar^licide. Colonel Walker, it is stated, 
resolved at the time that the sums levied as fines, from disturbers of the 
peace, and other offendera, should, throiigh the clemency of Government, be 
distributed in such suras as were suitable to the station in life of the parties 
concenied, to defray the man-iage expenses of the females who should be 
preserved through tliis arrangement. This being brought to the notice of the 
Bombay Government by Captain Bamewall, the orders of Government have 
been forwarded to him, that through the British dependencies in Kattywar, 
the sums realised in fines paid by disturbers of the peace should be appro¬ 
priated as above specified ; and Captain Bamewall has, accordingly, made the 
necessary arrangements. Further, Mr. Newnham’s letter requires that infor¬ 
mation of this settlement should be given to the Gaekwar Government, and 
a suggestion be made t)f the propriety of its being extended to the Gaekwar 
dependencies also, in the same province. In communicating this, an early 
answer was so^cited; to which it is replied, that the case under consideration 
is one of charity, and will procure the blessing of Ucaveii on both Govern- 
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meats; Uicrefore, whatever sums have been realised as fines on offenders, 
since Captain Bamewall was placed in charge of the districts, or any extra 
revenue beyond the tribute as fixed for perpetuity by Colonel Walker, may be 
appropriated as above specified, the disposal being year by year duly commu¬ 
nicated to us, and the arrangement is highly satisfactory to this Government. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) R. H. Kennedy, 

Translator. 

From W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Assistant in Charge, Baroda. 

Dated ZOfh Atyust 1825. 

Sin,—In reply to your letter dated the 18th instant, forwarding translate of 
a memorandum from the Gaekwar Government, stating its readiness to co¬ 
operate with the British Government in putting an end to Female Infanticide, 
I am directed to express the satisfaction of the Governor in Council at the 
success of your endeavours to obtain the concurrence of llis Highness’s 
Government in the arrangements proposed for the abolition of so detestable a 
practice. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Newnham, 

Bombay Castle^ 30^/i Anyust 1825. Chief Secretary to Government. 


From Captain R. Barnewall, Political Agent, Kattywar, 

To W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated \0th Ajiril 1826. 

Sib, —I have the honour to annex a statement of presents I propose* mak¬ 
ing to the four classes of Jhareja Chiefs, as a maiK of the approbation of the 
Honorable the Governor in Council at their attention to their engagements 
in preserving their female offspring, and to request a sanction for disburs¬ 
ing the amount in question from the Infanticide Fund. When the Jharejas 
arc assembled for this pip’pose, I shall assure tiiem of the unceasing interest 
taken by the British Government in this subject, and I shall inform them 
that I have received the most positive instructions to distinguish, by acts of 
favour and countenance, all that evince a strict regard to their engagements, 
and punish by penalty and severe displeasure others who, by disregarding 
their ei^agements, violate the dictates of humanity and the solemn precepts 
of their religion. |» 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) R. Babnbwall, 

"'kattywar Pol Agent's Office, Rajkot, 10//t April 1826. Political Agent. 
* The arraDgenicnt proposed wm approved by Government on the 24th April 1826. 
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Statement of Presents proposed to be made to the 192 Jharyas specifed in the 
Statement enclosed to Government in my Despatch dated 1th June 1825, 
No. 60, whose Daughters are preserved and now livingy dividing titem into 
fmr (.'lasses. 


Number of each Class 
requiring. 

Value of the Present 
proposed to each 
Jhareja of the Class. 

Total Cost of 
Province. 



Bs. 

Bs. 

1st Class .... 

3 

2,')0 

760 

2nd Class .... 

3 

60 


3r(l Class .... 

4 

40 

160 

4th Class .... 

182 

25 

4,550 

1 

Total.. 

192 


5,640 


(Signed) K. Barnevitall, 

Political Agent. 

Kattywar Poutical Agent's Office, Rojkot, Xdth April 1826. 


From W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To the Acting Political Agent, Kattywar. 

Dated 6th March 1827. 

Sir, —I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to 
request your attention to the instructions furnished to the late Political Agent 
(on the 28th March 1825),* on the subject of Female Infanticide, also to the 
former orders issued by the Honorable the Governor when in the Province of 
Kattywar. 

The Governor in Council requests that you will be good enough to state 
tlic measures adopted to carry those instructions into effect since Major 
BarnewaH’s last report, the success which has attended them, and the general 
prospect with regard to a diminution of the crime. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Newnham, 

Chief Secretary to Government. 

Bombay Castle, 6th March 1827. 


* Vide page 423 of this Selection. 











432 


SUPPRESSION OF INFANTICIDE IN 


From J. Williams, Esq., Re.siclent at Baroda, 

To W. Nemtniiam, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 2\st August 1828. 

Sir, —I have much pleasure in forwarding the enclosed letter from Lieu¬ 
tenant Colonel Miles, Political Agent in Paihunpoor, with its enclosures, show¬ 
ing the happy results of his humane endeavours to abolish the wretched prac¬ 
tice of Female Infanticide in tlie district under his superintendence. T am 
confident that Government will participate in the gratification expressed by 
Lieutenant Colonel Miles, and will view his proceedings with approbation. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. Williams, 

_ _ Resident. 

From Lieutenant Colonel W. Milks, 'Political Agent, Paihunpoor, 

To J. Williams, Esq., Resident at Baroda. 

Dated 16f/t August 1828. 

Sir,— In reference to my letters to Mr. Willoughby, dated 19th June and 
10th August 1827, r(;j)orting tliat, in conformity to the engagements entered 
into by the Jhareja Chiefs attached to this Agency, several had preserved their 
female children, and forwarding a list of their names, I have the honour to 
enclose copies of notes forwarded to me by the Karkoon stationed at Santul- 
poor Chorar, dated I8th August 1827 and 2nd August 1828, and from the 
Karkoon at Charchate, dated 21st November 1827 and 20th July 1828, con¬ 
taining lists of the female children since preserved by the Jharejas of these 
Talookas; and I beg to observe that, from this sample of their faith in the 
observance of their engagements, I entertain great hopes that the horribh; 
custom of destroying iheir female offspring will be, under the mild influence 
of the British Government, in a short period entirely abandoned in this cpiarter. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Miles, Lieutenant Colonel, 

Political Agent. 

Translate of Notes recAoed from the Karhoon stationed at Santulpoor Chorar, 
containing Lists of F&nale Children preserved hg the Jharyas of that Ta- 
looha, in conformity to the Engagement entered into by the Chiefs on the 
^rd March f dated 18</* Avgust 1827 and 2nd August 1828; also 
Translate of Notes re(^ved from the Karhoon at Charchate, dated 2\st 
November 1827 and 2t^Jvly 1828. 

At tre Town op Santulpoor. 

Jhareja Nathajee Raisinghanee, a daughter, born 27th July 1827, named 
Adibaee, now living. 
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Jhareja Kesuijee, a daughter, bom 13th March 1828, named Majeeba, 
now living. 

Jhareja Aijoonjee, a daughter, born 10th June 1828, named Adiba, now 
living. 

Jhareja Pryangjee, a daughter, bom 6th June 1828, named Moteeba, now 
living. 

At the Village op Pure. 

Jhareja Dujoojee, a daughter, born 17th August 1827, named Bajeeba, now 
living. 

Jhareja Anund Sing, a daughter, bom 1st June 1828, named Adiba, now 
living. 

At the Village of Basra. 

Jhareja Kesurjee, a daughter, born 28th May 1827, named Ileemjeeba, now 
living. 

Jhareja Runajee, a daughter, born 9th January 1828, named Jejeeba, now 
living. 

Jhareja Dujoojee, a daughter, bom 23rd January 1828, named Rujbaee, 
now living. 

Jhareja Dadajeo, a daughter, bom 19th June 1828, named Deobaee, now 
living. 

At the Village of Charunka. 

Jhareja Muloojec, a daughter, born 21st April 1827, and named Bairaj, 
now living. 

At the Village op Sonetee. 

TImkoor Jhareja, a daughter, bom 21st November 1827, not named at that 
period, now living. 

At the VilliVGe of Limuonee, 

Jhareja Maunjee, a daughter, born 20th July 1828, now living. 

(True t\;^nslates) 

(Signed) W. Miles, Lieutenant Colonel, 

Political Agent. 


From J, Bax, Esq., Secretary to Government, 

To the Resident at Baroda. 

Dated Qth September 1828. 

Sir, —I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
21st ultimo, transmitting copy of one from the Political Agent at Palhunpoor, 
showing the happy results of his humane endeavours to abolish Female Infan¬ 
ticide, and to express the sincere satisfaction of the Governor in Council with 
Lieutenant Colonel Miles’s proceedings in this most laudable object. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

, (Signed) J. Bax, 

Bombay Casth, 9t7i September 1828. Secretary to Government. 
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From D. A. Blang, Esq., Assistant Political Agent, Kattywar^ 

To W. Newniiam, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated July 1828. 

Sir, —I have the honour to reply to your letter of the 6th March 1827,* 
requiring information respecting the measures adopted for checking Female 
Infanticide in Kattywar since Major Barncwall’s last report. 

The difficulties opposed to the detection of the crime are so great that a 
clear case of conviction can hardly be supposed, and punishment, therefore, 
should be resorted to with great caution. No grounds of suspicion against 
individuals have, however, come to notice. 

Our chief reliance must, in the present state of society and Government in 
Kattywar, bo placed in measures of persuasion and encouragement, and these 
continue to be unremittingly persevered in. 

An Infanticide Fund has been formed, according to the instructions of 
Government, and presents have been distributed to some of those who have; 
preserved their female children. It was intended that each individual 
known to have a daughter living should receive some mark of the approbation 
of Government, and they were accordingly invited to Kajkot for that purpose 
by the late Acting Political Agent. A few only attended, but all those who 
came received presents according to their rank. An account of this Fund is 
herewith enclosed. 

A census of the Jhareja females in the Nowanuggur Talooka, which was 
made last year, enumerates 171 individuals, which is an increase of 95 on the 
number shown in the statement which accompanied Major Barnewall’s report. 
Referring, however, to the ages specified in this census, it apjiears tliat the 
increase now exhibited must be partly owing to omissions on the former 
inquiry; but if there be any inaccuracy on this head, there is not, I imagine, 
the slightest doubt that the total is 'correct, and '.hat there are at least that 
number of Jhareja females now alive in the Nowanuggur districts. 

An equally favourable result will, I doubt not, be exhibited when a census 
shall have been made of the other Talookas. 

Without, therefore, ovor-estimating the su-’cess w'hich we have hitherto 
obtained, much has un'questionably been effected towards determining this 
horrid and unnatural practice. 

The chief motive with the Jharejas to the commission of Infanticide is the 
pride which leads them to consider the other tribes of Rajpoots unworthy of 
receiving their daughters in marriage; and as no Rajpoot can marry a female 
of his own tribe, they prefe^utting them to death to the prospect of the di.s- 
honour which is likely to result from their living in a single state. 

Laka Fullanee, the most powerful sovereign of their race, who niled over 
Kutch and Sind, is said to have sent two Brahmins to find an appropriate 


* Vide page 4.31 of this Selection. 



THE PROVINCE OF OUZERAT. 


435 


match for liis daughters, but they returned without being able to discover any 
one of equal rank; and as he was unwilling to marry them to an inferior, the 
Brahmins recommended that they should not be allowed to live. They were 
accordingly put to death, and the example being thus sanctioned, the Jharejas 
have since destroyed their female children immediately at their birth. 

The expense of marrying their daughters might operate with the poorer 
Jharejas, but the preservation of a female was equally unknown in the most 
wealthy families. 

Amongst the other Rajpoots, equality of rank and wealth is the chief con¬ 
sideration in contracting marriages ; and the Jhareja females who have been 
preserved since the engagements entered into with Colonel Walker have been 
given in marriage according to this rule. 

As the example of the principal 'I'alookdars in sanctioning this practice may 
be expected to have great influence in diminishing the crime, it is highly gra¬ 
tifying to observe that in each of the large Talookas either the Chief himself or 
one of his nearest Bhyad have joined in establishing it by the preservation 
and marriage of their daughters. 

The principalJ hareja Talookas areNowanuggur, Gondul, Rajkot, Moorvee, 
and Dherol. 

In Nowanuggur, the Jam’s own brother has a daughter, who is betrothed to 
the son of the Rana of Poorbunder, the head of the Jetwa Rajpoots. 

In Gondul, the present Chief s late brother, who preceded him on the Gadeo, 
had a daughter, who is married to the son of the Raja of Drangdra, the head 
of the Jhalla Rajpoots. 

In Rajkot, the late Chief, father of the present Thakoor, had a daughter, 
who is also married to the son of the Raja of Drangdra. 

In Moorvee, the present Chief has a daughter, who is married to the son of 
the Raja of Wankaneer, a Jhalla Rajpoot. 

In Dherol, several distant relations of ^he Chief have married daughters, but 
none of his own family have yet concurred in setting an example to his subjects. 

When the prejudice with regard to marriage shall have been fully overcome, 
it may, 1 think, be anticipated that the Jharejas will adopt the same views 
respecting the expense of the celebration, &c. as the other.tribes of Rajpoots, 
with whom they have now become more intimately connected. In the census 
above noticed, 68 out of 171 appear to be married or betrothed. Of the 
remainder, the greater part are of tender years, but a few have exceeded the age 
beyond which they should not remain single, and in such instances, if poverty 
be the cause, assistance judiciously afforded might have a beneficial effect. 

The Rajpoots, in general, are said to be guilty of the crime of Female Infan¬ 
ticide, but in any other tribe except the Jhareja it is, I believe, of very rare 
occurrence, and is not admitted to exist in Kattywar. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

, (Signed) D. A. Blame, 

Kattywar Pol. Ayen£i Offtee, Rajkot^ 31st July 1828. Assist. Pol. Agent. 
57(J 
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From J. Bax, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To the Acting Political Agent, Kattywar. 

Dated Qth September 1828. 

Sir,—1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch dated 
the 31st July last, on the progress of the measures adopted for checking 
Female Infanticide in Kattywar, together with an account of the Infanticide 
Fund, and to express the entire assurance of the Governor in Council that 
your unrcmitted attention will continue to be directed to the very important 
object of checking the horrid practice of Infanticide. 

Although the progress hitherto made has not been so marked and effectual 
as could be wished, yet it has been sufficient to encourage every hope that, in 
the course of time, every wish will be fully obtained. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. Bax, 

Domhay Castle, 9th September 1828. Secretary to Government. 


From D. A. Blane, Esq., Acting Political Agent, Kattywar, 

To W. Newnham, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated Wth July 1829. 

Sir, —I have the honour to forward a report from my late First Assistant, 
Mr. Langford, respecting the progress of our endeavours for the suppression 
of Infanticide in the Bhcrol lalooka, and trust the Honorable the Governor 
in Council will approve of his having distributed presents as therein detailed. 

1 beg leave, at the same time, to acquaint you that the Thakoor of Moorvee 
has expressed himself to have been highly gratified by the distinction which 
has been shown him in consideratipn of his father Jehajee having been the 
first to set the example to the Jharejas of preserving their daughters, and he 
observes on this head, that to do so being a “ Dhurm no kam” (a sacred duty), 
there will be no remissness on his part in fulfilling it. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) D. A. Blane, 

Pol, Agent's Office, Rajkot, Wth July 1829. Acting Political Agent. 


From J. W. Langford, Esq., Assistant Political Agent, Kattywar, 

To D. A. Blane, £sq.,|^ctiDg Political Agent, Kattywar. 

Dated Moorvee, \2th April 1829. 

Sir,— During the time I was at Dherol, I had an opportunity of distributing 
gome of the presents sent by the Government some time since fpr the purpose 
of being given to those Jharejas who had set the good example to their caste of 
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saving their daughters from the inhuman custom of Infanticide, and I trust my 
having done so >vill meet your approbation. 

The names of these individuals I do myself the honour to annex, and it will 
be gratifying to Government to know that several daughters have been saved 
in this small Talooka since you last reported regarding it in June. 

Not having sufEcient presents with me at the time to distribute to all the 
Jharejas that had daughters at this place, I expressly told those who did not 
get them that their claim should be remembered at some future time, or on 
application at Rajkot. 

When it is considered that in this petty State, which does not contain more 
than twenty-five or thirty inhabited villages, there are no less than seventy-one 
Jhareja females at present in existence, a number nearly equal to what the total 
was in the peninsula a few years since, I humbly conceive it will be apparent 
to Government that the efforts of late made towards the abolition of Infanticide 
have been attended with considerable success. 

I trust I shall be excused in bringing the case of Boput Sing, the Raja of 
Dherol, to their notice. lie has been for some years a strong advocate for the 
suppression of this revolting crime, and has himself had two daughters; but as 
they are neither a< present living, I did not consider myself authorised in mak¬ 
ing him a present suitable to his rank without an order from Government. 

He is now in particularly embarmssed circumstances, owing to the poverty 
of his Talooka, most of the Bhyad villages for whose tribute he is answerable 
being depopulated, and either a present or some small deduction from our 
demands on him, given expressly in consideration of the good example he has 
set, may, I think, have a considerable effect as an inducement to the other 
Jhareja Talookdars to a similar exertion in putting a stop to this barbarous 
custom. I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. W. Langford, 

MoorveCy V2ih April 1829. , Assistant Political Agent. 


JYames of those Jharyas of the Dherol Bhyad who had Presents made thetn by 
Mr. Langford, on account of their having saved Daughters. 


Name of Jhar^a. 

Name of his Village. 

Amount of Present 

, When given. 

ReASAiee . 

Rozeea. 

A Pugree & Checla.. 
Ditto 

23rd March 1829. 


Sunoosura . 

Ditto. 

. 

IVfiik&ice.. .. 

Nuttoo Wudia. 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

Jawatiipa 

Rozeea. 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

Samutsungjee .... 
Kayrajee.. 

Eetala. 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

.Wunpurce . 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

Ramsingjee. 

Ditto . 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

Wuktajee. 

Kejeriou. 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

Deysuljee. ^. 

Mujoota. 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

Noongunjee. 

Ditto . 

Ditto 

Ditto.! 
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Karnes of tlie Jhareja Bhyad of Dherol Talooha; their Davghters' Names; 

and where resident. 


No. 

Name of 
Daughter. 

Father's 

Name. 

Of what Village. 

1 

‘J 

Roopalihaee.... 
Hfioelio.. 

Jehajee.... 
Hallajcc .. 

Boregodee. 

Ditto. 

3 

Mojeha. 

Bhyjce.... 

Ditto. 

4 

Mojeba. 

Jessajee .. 

Ditto 

5 

. 

Kurunjee.. 

Ditto 

(i 


Runmuljcc . 

Ditto 

7 


Rewajec .. 

Ditto 

8 


Hubbajee . . 

Ditto 

n 

Baeoioe 

Nagjcc.... 

Kadur . 




lU 

Koo])aliba Mug- 




jeeba . 

Sungajee .. 

Ditto. 

11 

Koopaliba. 

Verajee.. .. 

Eetala. 

12 

. 

Nuthoojee.. 

Kak rubella .. . 

i;i 

. 

Dajdajee .. 

Kokra. 

14 

Baecjecba. 

Khaudajee . 

Ditto. 

l;i 

Jejeeba. 

Wagjec.... 

Chullo. 

10 


Kuruuiee.. 

Ditto. 

17 


Bhyjee.... 

Ditto. 


Pooleeba. 

Mooloojcc. . 

Dh\mgurro. 


■ • • • • « 

Ditto .. 

Ditto 



Teejbhoy.. 

Ditto. 

21 

Koopalibaec.... 

Khengarjee. 

Maiipoor. 

22 

Bacejeeba. 

Jeejee .... 

Raj poor. 

23 

Dugooba. 

Moorjee .. 

Seala. 

21 


Ditto 

Ditto. 

2a 

Keysamba .... 

Moolojyce. . 

Ditto. 

26 


Do«^iajee .. 

Ditto. 

27 

Joeba ........ 

Nuthoojee.. 

Ditto. 

28 

Roopaliba .... 

Bawajee .. 

Ditto. 

29 

Bajeeba. 

Jehajee.... 

Ditto. 

30 

Vuruba. 

Nuthoojee.. 

Seala. 

31 

Nanceba. 

Oonurjee .. 

Dtto. 

32 


Ditto .. 

Ditto . 

33 

Jeetuba . 

Dossa^e/*.. 

Ditto. 

34 

Moongeba .... 

Dullojee .. 

Moto Wagodur. 

3,1 

Hurjeeba. 

Humojee .. 

Ditto. 

36 

Iloopaliba .... 

Keysajee .. 

Ditto. 

37 

.Motceba. 

Roopajee .. 

Ditto 


Remarkg. 


This person has a daughter about 
a year old. 

Tins person has a daughter like¬ 
wise, lately horn. 

Ditto ditto. 

Ditto ditto. 

Ditto ditto. 

Three years old. 


This person has a daughter a 
year old, living in her mother’s 
village of Kukrahclla, of the 
Jam, near Dherol. 


This person’s daughter is mar¬ 
ried to Jhalla llugajce’s son, of 
Kimeotc. 


Very young. 


Very young. 


|Married to Jhalla Umrajee’s son, 
of Drappa. 


Married to one of the Drangdra 
Bhyad. 






































THE PROVINCE OF OVZEHAT. 


439 


No. 


38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

50 


51 

ri2 


53 

54 

55 

56 

57 

58 

59 

60 

61 

62 

63 

64 

65 

66 

67 

68 

69 

70 

71 


Name of 
Daughter. 


Father’s 

Name. 


Of what Village. 


Remarks. 


Mooloojee. . 
Wunnajee. . 
Soorajee .. 

Adiba.Sungajee .. 

Rambaee.Potajee- 

Bajeebace.Hotajee .. 

Motrebacc .... Dungajec.. 
Wuktobaee .... Ilukojee .. 
Jcjceba.lladajee .. 

Majeeba .Jessajee .. 

Motceba.Bhanajce .. 

Baeeba.Rcevajec .. 

Baceraj.Sumsutsun- 

jee .... 

Bhoonjcba .... Mookajcc. , 
Baecraj.Deysuljee. . 

Nanceba.Noongajee . 

•Tcjeeba.Kajsajcc .. 

Bhoonjcba .... Ramsanjee . 

Roopaliba.Wuktajcc. . 

. Bawajee .. 

Motecba.Bugwanjee . 

. Rassajcc .. 

Motecba.Bcesajee .. 

. Jewanjee .. ’ 

Motecba.Moolajce... 


Moto Wagodur. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto .... 

Suggatcca. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Nana Wagodur. 
Ditto. 

Ditto .... 


Ectala 


, Nutto Wurdla, 
, Mujgoot ...., 


Ditto . 

Wunpuree 

Ditto 

Kejeriou ., 
Jaberoo. 
Raj poor. 
Ditto .. 
Rozeea..., 


Ditto 

Ditto 


Jcjceba. 


Ditto 


Kengar. 


Ladaba.Babajcc. .. Suuoosura .... 


Bownjecba .... Ditto 

Wuktoba.Maylowjcc , 

Bownjecba .... Ditto .. 


Baeeba 


Ditto 


Ditto 

Ditto. 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Oomarbaee .... Jessajee .. 

. Hukajee .. 

Baeejeeba.^ayroojee . 


Guddroon Jay 
woon. 


Kungar 


Married to Raizada Dadajee, of 
Dorajee. 

Married to Jhalla Wujobhoy, of 
I Sirdharke. 


A year and a half old. 

Received a present from Mr. 
Langford. 

Ditto ditto. 

Married to Kooer Sudabha, son 
of Jessajee, of Drangdra. 
Received a present from Mr. 
Langford. 

Ditto ditto. 

Ditto ditto. 

Ditto ditto. 


Five years of age. 

Received a present from Mr. 
Langford. 

Ditto ditto. 

Married to Jhalla Juttajee, o^ 
Padra. 

Ditto to Jhalla Balecajce’s son, 
of Keerwa. 

Received a present from Mr. 
Langford. 

Married to Jhalla Ladajee, of 
Kotaria. 

Married to the son of Sirirjee 
Mapjee, of Gondul. 

Married to Jhalla KengarjeO’s 
son, of Kurwar. 

Two years old. 

Married to Wuktajee, of Gondul. 


[Copied from a atatement made by the Raja and his Bhyad.] 

• (Signed) J. W. Langford, 

Assistant Political Agent. 
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From C. Norris, Esq., Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 
To the Acting Political Agent, Kattywar. 

Dated 2\st July 1829. 

Sir, —I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
11th July with copy of one from Mr. Langford, reporting the progress of our 
endeavours to suppress Infanticide in the Dherol Talooka. 

The Governor in Council approves of the presents distributed to the Jha- 
rejas of this Talooka, in consequence of their exemplary conduct in abstaining 
from the practice of Infanticide, and desires that you will express to them the 
high satisfaction of Government at their attention to its wishes. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) C. Norris, 

Bombay Castlef 21«t July 1829. Acting Chief Secretary. 


From J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To J. Williams, Esq., Political Commissioner for Guzerat. 

Dated 24tA Ajrril 1833. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
14th of January last, and, with reference to the 2nd paragraph of the letter 
which accompanied it from the Chief Secretary to Government, to forward an 
account of the Infanticide Fund established for the preservation of the children 
of the Jharejas, which exhibits a balance on the 31st of December 1832, in 
favour of that institution, of Rs. 51,146-0-42|. 

2. The resources of this Fund are two-fold,—ls«, fines imposed on the 
tributaries for misconduct, and for breaches of jtheir engagements; 2n<f, the 
Mohsulcc collections. In the accotyit* now trai^smitted, I have only deemed 
it necessary to show the aggregate amount collected under each head monthly 
from the first formation of the Fund in 1825 up to the end of 1832. Should 
it, however, be required, I can easily furnish the details from which the 
account has been compiled. 

3. 1 lately called upon the Chiefs in whose territory the revolting crime of 
Infanticide prevailed, to send in registers of the number of the female children 
that are now living, in order to afford data for asceilaining how far the humane 
efforts of Government to abolish the inhuman practice has been attended 
with success. 

4. I shall hereafter have the honour to submit these returns to Government, 
and at the same time proptlSe a scale of distribution of the balance now avail¬ 
able among those who have preserved their children, and whose poverty or 
other circumstances may render it expedient to confer upon them pecuniary 
aid or favour on the part of Government. 

Omitted horn this Selection. 
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5. I annex a statement in the Guzerathee language of the receipts and 
disbursements of the Fund, for the information, according to agreement, of His 
Highness the Gaekwar. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Kattywur Pol. Agent*s Office, Pajkot, 24th April 1833. Political Agent. 


From J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Political Agent, Kattywar, 

To C. Norris, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 24th September 1834. 

Sir, —With reference to my letter dated the 24th of April 1833, I have 
now the honour to submit a few observations upon the interesting subject of 
Fimiale Infanticide, which has engaged my constant and sedulous attention 
ever since my return from the performance of a special duty at Ahmcdabad. 

2. In my letter of the 24th of December last, I explained that the delay 
which has occurred in transmitting this report originated in the difficulty 
experienced in obt nning registers showing the number of Jhareja females who 
have been preserved. These could only be procured from the Chiefs them¬ 
selves ; and being strongly impressed with the conviction that we must princi¬ 
pally rely on persuasion and encouragement for the entire suppression of the 
dreadful crime of Infanticide, I felt unwilling to resort to any kind of compul¬ 
sion in obtaining the returns. My patience has been ultimately rewarded, and 
it is now in my power to furnish the most complete, and at the same time, I 
believe, the most accurate census of the sons and daughters of the Jhareja 
tribe that has ever yet been made. 

3. It is my intention to divide my present report into three separate heads : 
in the first, I shall take a brief retrospeat of the measures adopted for the 
suppression of Infanticide, and the degree of success which appears to have 
resulted from them during the agency of my predecessors ; in the second, I 
shall analyse and remark upon the census now transmitted ; in the third, I 
shall make such observations and suggestions upon the proceedings which 
appear to me called for and expedient, with the view of ensuring a more rigid 
enforcement of Colonel Walker’s arrangements for the suppression of the crime, 
and of evincing the deep and lively interest which the British Government 
must ever feel in securing that systematic Infanticide, the grossest stain that 
ever disgraced humanity, shall be entirely suppressed. 

4. The attention of the British Government to the prevalence of Infanticide 
in Kattywar was first excited in 1805-06, by the late Colonel Walker, 
Resident at Baroda; dnd to him, as the author of the judicious measures then 
adopted for its suppression, and to the Honorable Jonathan Duncan, Governor 
at the time of .Bombay, is the chief praise due for having laid the foundation 
of the abolition of so revolting a crime. The success of those measures was 
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not so complete as the sanguine anticipated, or so immediate as all desired. It 
was not to be expected that a whole tribe would at once relinquish a custom 
in which, however barbarous, they rather prided themselves, instead of 
regarding it as an indelible stain on their character. This want of success, 
however, is no reproach to the eminent public servant above alluded to. 
Whoever peruses his able and interesting report on Infanticide, dated in 
March 1808,* must acknowledge that his zeal and philanthropy were fully 
equalled by the talent and sagadity with which he finally attained his object. 
Ardently as he looked forward to its accomplishment, and conscious, perhaps, 
of the immortality which success would confer on his memory, he turned 
neither to the right hand nor to the left, but, declining to enter into any 
compromise, insisted that the Chiefs of the Jliarcja tribe should agree uncon¬ 
ditionally, and ultimately succeeded in prevailing upon them to consent 
voluntarily to abandon a practice abhorrent to man, and opposed to the 
dictates of reason and religion. In the end, he overcame every difficulty, 
and when all the other important services he performed for the State have 
been forgotten, the name of “ Alexander Walker” will be revered and 
hallowed, as the saviour of a numerous race of helpless innocents, and as 
the person who succeeded in rekindling the parental tie (the strongest that 
pervades creation) among a Avhole tribe, from whose breasts it had for 
many generations been rooted out by pride, avarice, and some of the worst 
feelings that enter the heart of man. The partial failure of the plans 
adopted for the extinction of Infanticide is principally to be attributed to the 
almost unsurmountable difBculty which exists against detection, without the 
establishment of a system of espionage and inquisition over the domestic 
affairs of the Jharejas, to which (when the peculiai* notions they, in common 
with all Hajpoots, entertain respecting the privacy in which the female branches 
of their families should be kept are considered) they never could be expected to 
submit. So great is this difficulty, that notwithstanding the fact of the conti¬ 
nuance of Infanticide is placed beyond doubt by the extreme disproportion 
existing between the number of male and female Jharejas, I can only trace 
on the records of this office, during a period of twenty-five years, one instance 
where investigation and^ punishment has followed an infraction of Colonel 
Walker’s settlements. Still, however, it is gratifying to reflect that a consi¬ 
derable degree of success has resulted from Colonel Walker’s measures. 
Previous to the renunciation of Infanticide by the Jhareja Chiefs of Kattywar, 
only five instances were known where parental feeling had overcome the 
general custom of the tribe. Tliis fiict is stated in the report of March 1808, 
and on the 16th December of that year. Colonel Walker forwarded a 
return, showing that duri^ the short period intervening, twenty-five daugh¬ 
ters had been preserved; and on the 25th of the same month, another return, 
showing that the number had increased to thirty-two. This flattering prospect, 
no doubt, excited expectations, both in Europe and in this country, which, 

* Vide pages 322 to 378 of this Selection. 
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unhappily, were doomed to be disappointed. In 1812, Major Camac tried 
the experiment of stationing Mehtas at the principal Jhareja towns, for the 
purpose of communicating the ** birth, preservation, or murder of female 
children”; but the jealousy with which they were looked upon rendered their 
exertions nearly abortive, and they were witlidrawn. In the same year, the 
Jam of Nowanuggur was fined Us. 5,000 for general inattention to the engage¬ 
ment he had entered into in 1808,'* that the practice of Infanticide should be 
discontinued within his jurisdiction ; and on this occasion this Chief was 
required to renew that engagement. In September 1817, Major Carnac 
reported that “his expectations, and those of the Honorable Court of Diiec- 
tora,” in regard to the suppression of the crime, had not been fulfilled ; and this 
melancholy fact was placed beyond doubt in the succeeding year, by areturni' 
obtained from his Assistant, Captain Ballantine, then stationed in Kattywar, 
showing that, from December 1808 to June 1817, the number of females 
preserved had only increased from 32 to 63. The subject does not appear 
to have again engaged particular attention, or to have been reported upon, 
until 1824. In this year, the Political Agent, Major Barnewall, forwarded 
a return, showing that from June 1817 to July 1824 the number had 
increased from 63 to 266, of whom 25 were married, 194 unmarried, and 
47 had died a natural death. These results indicated, that although the 
horrible practice might be somewhat subdued, it was still far fioin relin- 
qui^ed. In 1825, the “ Infanticide Fund” was established. This is composed 
of ml fines under Rs. 20,000 imposed upon the tributaries for breaches of the 
peace or other misconduct, and of realisations under the head of Mohsulee. 
^The British Government first set the example; His Highness the Gaekwar 
being subsequently induced to consent that all fines imposed on his tributaries 
should be similarly appropriated. From this source, occasional remissions of 
tribute, presents to the Chiefs, and pecuniary assistance on the marriage of 
their daughters, have been granted to t^ose who have practically renounced 
the custom ; and another mode of testifying approbation to those who 
have preserved their daughters is by postponing the payment of the 
tribute to suit their convenience. In July 1828, Mr. Blane obtained a 
register of Jhareja females then alive in the territory of the Jam of Nowanuggur. 
This showed them to amount in number to 171,| of whom 68 were married and 
103 unmarried. According to the return of 1824, the number w'as only 76. 
Mr. Blane’s register, therefore, exhibited an increase of 95; but from the age 
of some of the persons enrolled in the latter, the Agent observed that part of 
this excess originated in omissions in the return of 1824. At the beginning 
of 1829, Jehajee, the Chief of Moorvee, who was first prevailed upon by 
Colonel Walker to renounce Infanticide, died, and presents were made by 
Government to his suocessor of the value of Rs. 20,000; and the Agent was 
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** Vide pages 378 and 379 of this Selection, 
t Vide pages 388 to 393 of ditto. 

;{; Vide pages 434 and 435 of ditto. 
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instructed to “ announce in the most public maimer this departure from usag;e 
in honour of the memory of one who, by his conduct in being the first to 
renounce a shocking custom, entitled himself to the gratitude of the Govern¬ 
ment by whom his family is protected.” A distinction of this kind was calcu¬ 
lated to produce a good effect throughout the province generally, and was 
appreciated by the Chief upon whom it was conferred, and called forth from 
liim a promise that there should be no remissions on his part in the perform¬ 
ance of a sacred duty (“ Dhurm no kam”). In July 1829,* Mr. Blane for¬ 
warded a return, framed by his Assistant, Mr. Langford, of the number of 
females preserved in the district of Dhend. They were 71 in number, and 
exceeded by 20 the census of this district for 1824. On this occasion, presents 
to some value were distributed among the Jharejas, and the Agent was in¬ 
structed to inform them of the high satisfaction which Government had derived 
from their exemplary conduct in adhering to their engagements. The returns 
from Nowanuggur and Dherol afford satisfactory evidence, that in those dis¬ 
tricts the humane efforts of Government to subdtio the practice of Infanticide 
were b(;coming more successful; but as no census was obtained from the other 
Jhareja districts, no data exist for ascertaining the actual increase in the num¬ 
ber of lives preserved, either from 1824 to 1829, or from 1829 up to the present 
])eriod. The above summary will, ])erhups, aid superior authority in determin¬ 
ing how far our measures for the extinction of Infanticide have been croivned 
with success. 1 have diligently searched the records of my office, a^d it 
embraces the principal facts they contain likely to illustrate the subject; but 
it is requisite to remark that sojnc of the earlier jiroceedings of my predeces¬ 
sors may be omitted in consequence of the records prior to Alajor BarnewaU’s^ 
agency being in an imperfect condition. 

o. 1 now proceed to the second head of my letter, or to analyse and remark 
upon the census heicwith transmitted, of the number of Jhareja females who 
are either now alive, or who have died a natural death. These are drawn out 
in a new, and, 1 think, improved form, a sej)arate return having been obtained 
from each Jhareja district. In order, moreover, to afford data whereon to found 
a judgment how far the engagements arc maintained, by a comparison of tiui 
number of Jhan'jas of both sexes, a return of male Jharejas of and under the 
age of twenty has bcciv included in a separate column. In the course of my 
investigation.s, various improvements in this return have suggested theimselves, 
and some measures appeared called for to ensure ns much as possible the accu¬ 
racy of future returns, but these will be more appropriately noticed under the 
third head of my report. In regard to the accuracy of the present census, I am 
unable to asseil that such has been completely attained. I have reason to hope, 
however, that its general Sbeumey may be depended upon, though it is very 
likely errors may exist, and more especially in regard to the ages assigned, on 
which point the ideas of the Natives of India are extremely loose and unsatis¬ 
factory. The returns were procured by circulars (in some cases several times 
repeated) issued to the Chiefs themselves ; but in several instances I subsc- 

* Vide pages *136 to l.'fll of this Selcctioa. 
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queutly tested their accuracy and fidelity, by sending persons privately to 
ascertain from personal observation whether they truly represented the number 
of males and females of the Jhareja tribe now alive; and I am gratified- to 
report that in no case was any discrepancy detected, except in regard to the 
age and names of some of the i)artics, and in one or two instances the number 
of males being underrated. The returns are twenty-eight in number, and the 
following is an abstrac t of the results they exhibit:— 
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21 


1 

1 

f. 

2 

22 

• • 


12 

Keesura . 

‘ 12 

3 

2 

11 

1 

17 


5 

I 

13 

liainoora . 

30 

2 

3 

5 

2.5 

^ Ditto ditto. 

14 

I 

Jhallia . 

28 

5 

1 

5 

2 

13 

15 


i 

la 

Mallia . 

10 

2 

2 ; 

1 

5 

11 



16 

Lodeeka . 

9 



2 


0 

dd 

7 



17 

IMengncc . 

6 


1 

5 

• • 

m 



(A Mehta was sent to 

18 

Paal . 

.0 


1 

2 


2 


J tiiese Talookas, and 

J ascertained the re- 

19 








Bharwa ........ 

18 


1 

1 

1 


15 


1 turns were correct. 

20 

Veerwa, . 

2 


■ A 

■ 

2 


21 

Kotaria . 

3 



1 • • 

1 

1 

m 

1 


Ditto ditto. 

22 

Shapoor . 

3 







23 

Wiidalee ... 

8 



1 


1 




24 

Kotara Sangauec .. 

3 


• • 

1 

■ 


1 



25 

Kaksiallcc . 

• 4 


1 

1 

■■ 


2 



26 

IVfowa ,,.. -. 

2 


1 

.. 

1 

1 


Ditto ditto. 

27 

Qowreediir.. 

5 






• m 


28 

Gutka .. 

4 



* 1 

1 


2 

m % 








mm 

im 





Total.... 

1422 

140 

• 

105 

358 

93 

096 

731 

5 
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The present census, therefore, exhibits the undermentioned results 

The number of males of and under the age of twenty is. 1,422 

The number of females of all ages known to have been preserved is .. 696 

Excess of males, therefore, is.. 726 

Of the females, 140 are married, 105 betrothed, 358 uubctrothed, and 93 
are stilted to have died a natural death. 

In regard to this return, however, it is requisite to observe that an omission 
has occurred in not ascertaining the number of male Jharejas who have died : 
an allowance on this account is therefore necessary, otht'rwise the inference 
drawn from the comparative returns of each sex will be more favourable than 
correct. To rectify this omission, it will be sufficient to presume that a pro- 
j)ortionate number of casualties have taken j)lace among the males as in the 
other sex; and in this case the number of deaths w'hich may probably have 
occurred among the male Jharejas born during the last twenty years will be 
as follows:— 

696 93 = 603 ; 93 :: 1,422 gives 219^. 

The above results, while they afford a must cheering prospect of ultimate 
success, if proper care and precautions are taken to ensure that the Jharejas 
adhere to their engagements, they at the same time establish beyond 
doubt the melancholy fact that the dreadful crime of Infanticide has never 
been completely subdued. The number of females alive in 1824, according 
to Major EarnevvaH’s returns, was only 219; the number now alive is 603 j 
but notwithstanding this great and gratifying increase during the last ten 
years, the continuance of the unnatural crime is established by the disparity 
which is still apparent between the number of males and females. 

6. I am, however, able to place the progressive increase of the number of 
females rescued from destruction in a more striking and satisfactory point of 
view, by the following further analysis of the census herewith transmitted, 
since it shows that there are— 


Males. 

Females, 

Males. 

Females. 

67 of the age of 20.. 

15 oPthe age of 20 

41 

ol the age of 

9.. 

30 

of the age of 9 

2 

ditto 

15).. 

4 

ditto 

19 

96 

ditto 

8.. 

34 

ditto 

8 

26 

ditto 

18,. 

11 

ditto 

18 

76 

ditto 

7.. 

43 

ditto 

7 

24 

ditto 

17.. 

9 

ditto 

17 

93 

ditto 

6.. 

36 

ditto 

6 

41 

ditto 

16.. 

29 

ditto 

16 

89 

ditto 

5.. 

53 

ditto 

5 

69 

ditto 

15.. 

27 

ditto 

15 

118 

ditto 

4.. 

40 

ditto 

4 

42 

ditto 

14.. 

15 

ditto 

14 

108 

ditto 

3.. 

35 


3 

48 

ditto 

13.. 

21 

ditto 

13 

103 

ditto 

2.. 

46 

ditto 

2 

83 

ditto 

12 .. 

26 

Hitto 

12 

130 

ditto 

1 .. 

44 

'ditto 

1 

32 

ditto 

11.. 

13 

ditto 

11 

19 

age not specified. 

7 age not specified. 

125 

ditto 

10.. 

33 

ditto 

10 



1 





The total number of females now alive is 603, whereas the ^number shown 
in the above table is only 571; the difference consists of females above the 
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age of twenty, not included in the second analysis : it follows, therefore, that 
of the females now alive, 68 were born during the first five years compre¬ 
hended in the table, 102 during the second, 176 during the third, and 225 
during the last five years of the period. 

7. It will be observed that the return shows that 93 deaths occurred 
among the number of females preserved. An analysis of this column will also 
exhibit Results far fiom unsatisfactory ; and in many cases the diseases of 
which they died are specified, and will be found to be of that description to 


which infancy is peculiarly liable, 
fever. Among the casualties,— 

such as small-pox. 

measles, convulsions and 

1 

occurred at the age of 25 I 

1 

occurred at the age of 6 

2 

ditto 

24 

6 

ditto 

5 

3 

ditto 

20 

1 

ditto 

4 

1 

ditto 

17 

5 

ditto 

3 

• 

ditto 

16 

7 

ditto 

2 

1 

ditto 

15 

1 

ditto 

18 months. 

1 

ditto 

14 

3 

ditto 

12 „ 

1 

ditto 

12 

1 

ditto 

y « 

1 

ditto 

11 

1 

ditto 

8 „ 

4 

ditto 

10 

8 

ditto 

3 „ & under. 

3 

ditto 

9 

1 

ditto 

Still-born. 

5 

ditto 

7 

35 acre not specified. 


The above table, therefore, proves that Colonel Walker’s settlements were 
at all events adlnsred to in 57 cases of the number of casualties, and the only 
doubt which exists applies to the remainder, w'here the age at which the 
casualty occurred is not inserted ; an omission which, I hope, may be attribut¬ 
ed to the carelessness of some of the parties by whom the returns were 
furnished. 

8. There is still another point of view in which the present census is to be 
regarded with the highest satisfaction. The Government of 1817 justly 
remarked, that the continuance of Infanticide in Kattywar was placed beyond 
doubt by the simple fact that no instance had occurred of a Jhareja having 
saved more than one daughter. The present return shows,— 

Two instances of Jharejas having four daughters alive. 

Thirteen instances of Jharejas having three daughters alive. 

Eighty instances of Jharejas having two daughters alive. 

9. The only other point to be noticed as matter for congi*atulation is, that 
almost in every Jhareja Talooka, either the Chief himself, or one or more of 
his relations, have set the example of preserving their daughters, some of 
whom are alive, and have intermarried into the families of the other Rajpoot 
tribes of this province. The moral effect likely to result from this happy 
circumstance can scarcely be estimated, and cannot fiiil to promote in the 
highest degree the success of our exertions towards the full and complete 
extinction of the crime. 
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10. Taken in detail, the petty Talooka of Keesura, situated only a few miles 
from liajkot, stands pre-eminent. Here the dreadful crime must ha%’e been 
completely subdued, there being actually an excess of females over the .males. 
In the petty Talooka of Mengnee, the number of each sex is exactly equal ; 
and in that of Satodur AVawree there are 38 males and 32 females, of whom 
24 are alive. These results were so gratifying that I sent persons into the.se 
districts, Avho ascertained that they were quite correct, except in th^ case of 
Satodur VVawree, where six males and two females had been born subsequent 
to the furnishing of the return; the requisite alteration has, therefore, been made 
in the original register. 

11. In all the other districts, the number of males greatly preponderates 
over the number of females; and in tho.se noted below the excess is so great 
as of necessity to lead to the conclusion that the shocking practice still jnevails 
in them to a considcnuble extent:— 


Talookas. 

alive. 

alive. 

lilxeestt of 
Mules. 

Draj)j)a. 

6T 

10 


Moorvoe. 

G1 

/ 

.54 

Voerpoor Khurorce. 

52 

10 

42 

jMoolccliuleroc. 

03 

14 

49 

Seesaiig Chandlcc . 

37 

13 

24 

Kotra Nvajee 

24 

2 

22 

.Jhallia . 

28 

n 

17 

Rajpoora. 

30 

2 

28 

Wudalcc . 

8 

1 

7 

Rajkot . 

15 

3 

12 


It is mortifying to observe that the Talooka or Moorvee, from its position 
in the above table, has not benefited by the example set by its Chief twenty- 
five years ago, in being the first to renounce Infanticide. The return of the 
district of Jlajkot, the head quarters of this Agency, and, therefore, more 
immediately under the surveillance of the Agent, is far from satisfactory. 
Whether this arises from accidental causes cannot be ascertained; but the 
fact that in fifteen years the number of males alive has only been inereased 
by one, is calculated to give rise to great suspicion that Colonel Walker’s 
measures for the suppression of the crime have not been observed in this dis¬ 
trict. It is due, however, to the Chief himself, to state that he preserved two 
daughters, although both <]^d between the age of eight and nine months. 
W’hen one of his daughters, moreover, was dangerously ill with fever, he 
evinced a desire to avoid the imputation of not having acted up to his engage¬ 
ment, by apprising me of her illness, and requesting that the medical officer 
attached to the Agency would attend her. When this application was made, 
the infant was past recovery; but notwithstanding this, I think that the Chief 
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sending a message to me at all showed a disposition, on his part, to wish it to 
be understood that he was anxious to preserve his daughters. 

12. I now come to the third and last head of my letter, or to suggest mea¬ 
sures which seem to be calculated to secure, for the future, the entire extinction 
of Infanticide, and to impress upon the Jharejas in particular, and the com¬ 
munity in general, tlie lively interest felt by the British Government, and its 
fixed determination to accomplish this humane object. 

13. In the first place, I would suggest that immediate measures be taken 
to obtain a full and complete census of the J hareja population of this province. 
The great importance of possessing information of this kind never appears to 
have attmeted attention; but without it no data can exist for computing accord¬ 
ing to the generally received rules of population, the number of Jhareja females 
which arc born, and thence deducing, with reference to the number actually 
preserved, how fur existing engagements are observed by the tribe. I have 
m^'sclf much felt the want of this information, since the only estimate I 
can find on my records respecting the extent of the Jhareja population is 
contained in the 108th paragraph of Colonel Walker’s report of March 
1808, w'here, on the information of an intelligent Native, it is computed that 
there are 5,390 f.milies iu J fallar and Muchoo Kanta, divided into twenty- 
two separate branches; and Major Carnuc, in his letter of the 16th of Sej)- 
tember, estimates the number of families at 5,000. If these computations 
in any way aj)proxitnatc the truth, it is quite obvious that the present census 
of females presen ved j)roves that the crime of Infanticide must still jjrcvail 
to a large extent. I have also (ixpcrienced considerable di/Iiculty in 
estimating the number of victims annually sacrificed previous to Colonel 
Walker’s arrangements, when the murderous custom was observed by the 
tribe generally. In the 109th paragraph of the report of March 1808, the 
annual Infanticides in Guzerat are estimated to have been 5,000, and those in 
Kutcli at 30,000; but in the 113th paragraph they are, according to another 
estimate, stated to amount in the one case to between 1,000 and 1,100, and 
in the other to 2,000. Colonel Walker admits that lliese calculations 
AV(‘rft founded on hearsay evidence; but states it to be his opinion that 
whilst he deemed the first exaggerated, he considered the last underrated. 
For the credit of humanity, however, I am inclined to hojje that even the low¬ 
est estimate was beyond the number of victims who annually ])erished ; and in 
support of this belief, I beg to refer to a letter to Colonel Walker from Soon- 
derjee 8ewjee, dated the 13th of August 1805, in which the number of births 
among the Jharejas is stated to be between 500 and 600 annually. The writer 
does not even state whether the estimate includes both sexes; but, from his 
reply. Colonel Walker evidently understood that it only referred to females; 
and this was most probably intended. 

14. I think, however, it will be satisfactory, not only to Government, but 
also to the home authorities, to set this question at rest; and therefore sug¬ 
gest that a general census of the tribe be now made, which will also be 
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attended with the beneficial effect of making every individual Jhareja acquainted 
with the feelings of the British Government on the subject of Infanticide. I do 
not anticipate that it will be necessary to incur any considerable expense in 
carrying this design into execution : all that I ask at present is for permissions 
entertain a Karkoon, to be expressly employed on this duty ; and an English 
writer will ultimately be required to render the returns from the different 
districts into English. The Karkoon would be directed to visit every district; 
and I annex to this letter the form of the return in which the census should be 
embodied, specifying the number of families in each district; tlie names, 
ages, profession, and occupation of each member of the Jhareja tribe; and 
dividinir the married from the unmarried members. The Chiefs of each dis¬ 
trict will be required to afford every aid in their power in framing these tables; 
and one great advantage which may very possibly ensue from a Karkoon 
being so employed is, perhaps, the discovery of some case of Infanticide for 
investigation ; and it is scarcely necessary to observe that one instance of 
detection, followed by severe punishment, would contribute more to the 
extinction of the crime than any other measure that can be resorted to. 
The expense of this arrangement will be as follows; and the amount of it, if 
thought proper, might be defrayed from the Infanticide Fund :— 

One Karkoon. .Us. 50, and Rs. 10 batta when actually absent from Rajkot. 

One Peon .... G 

Stationery, &c.. 4 

Total.... Rs, (50 per mensem, or Rs. 720 per annum. 

1,5. In the second place, I would propose that every Jhareja Chief should 
be required to furnish a half-yearly register of all marriages, betrothals, 
births, and deaths occurring among his tribe residing in his district: and that 
if he omits to do so, or furnishes a false return, that he should be severely 
fined. These registeis should be considered due on the 1st of January 
and the 1st of July in each year, though for some time to come com¬ 
plete regularity cannot be expected, and want of it should be treated with 
some degree of indulgence. The Karkoon employed in taking the general 
census will be very useful |n ensuring uniformity and regularity in framing 
these returns; but the gi'eat advantage of requiring them will be the constant 
reminiscence they will give to the Jharejas of their engagements, and of the 
resolution of the British Government to compel adherence to them. 

16. In the third place, the Political Agent in this province should be 
directed to consider it to be his imperative duty (and I am sure he will at the 
same time regard it as the most gratifying he could be called upon to perform) to 
furnish an annual report, on^kelast day of each year, on the subject of Infan¬ 
ticide, accompanying the same with a register of all marriages, betrothals, 
births, and deaths that have occurred among the tribe within the year of 
report. This is no new suggestion on my part; for in the correspondence on 
my records, I find allusion made to instructions issued many years ago by the 
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Honorable Court of Directors, that in addition to such intermediate reports as 
might become necessary, one general statement should be submitted at the 
end of each year, showing how far the amended system had been acted on 
and observed, what deviations are known or suspected to have been made from 
its mles, and what measures pursued for their enforcement, with an estimate 
of the number of lives saved. These orders, from some cause, appear to have 
been overlooked or lost sight of; but, as was justly remarked by the Govern¬ 
ment of 1816, a report of the nature adverted to would convince the Jhareja 
Chiefs of the continued anxiety on the part of the British Government to 
enforce their engagements, and would lead to a spirit of inquiry, conducive to 
the fulfilment of them. Under this arrangement, my next report on this sub¬ 
ject should be considered due on the 1st of January 1836. 

17. In the fourth place, 1 beg to suggest the promulgation of a proclama¬ 
tion by Government throughout Katty war, requiring the Jhareja Chiefs to 
enforce the observance of the Infanticide engagements within their respective 
jurisdictions, announcing the determined resolution of Government to suppress 
the crime, and noticing, cither in terms of approbation or of condemnation, 
those Chiefs who, by the present census, are proved to have either adhered to 
or departed from their engagements. I take the liberty of submitting for 
approval a draft oi the kind of proclamation 1 think might with advantage be 
issued, to which I would annex a copy of the renewed engagement entered 
into in 1812, by the Jam of Nowanuggur, for the abolition of the crime of 
Infanticide. If this measure be approved of, I beg further to suggest that 
700 copies of the proclamation should be lithographed in Guzerathee, at 
the Presidency, and be forwarded to me for distribution throughout the 
province. 

18. There is only one part of the proclamation which seems to me to 
require [)articular notice, viz. the promise it contains that rewards shall be 
granted to persons who may afford information leading to the detection and 
conviction of any one who may commit fnfanticidc. 1 find that almost all my 
predecessors have suggested this measure, but that the suggestion has never 
been acted upon. Major Carnac, in particular, pressed it upon the attention 
of Government, and proposed the following scale of rewards to informers, and 
of fines to be imposed in cases of conviction :— 

llcwartlK* Fines. 


1. An informer against the 

Jam.Rs. 1,000 

2. An informer against an in¬ 

ferior Raja. 500 

3. An informer against a near 

relation. 250 

4. An informer against a poor 

Jhareja ,. 100 


1. The Jam, if convicted.... Rs. 30,000 

2. An inferior Raja, if con¬ 

victed . 10,000 

3. Their near relations, if con¬ 

victed . 2,500 

4 . A poor Jhareja,—as much 

as his means allowed 
without absolute ruin. 
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In my draft of a proclamation I have adopted no scale, but merely intimate 
generally that informers will be recompensed in proportion to the rank of the 
person convicted; and, with the view of deterring persons from bringing 
forward false accusations, that such recompense will only be given in cases of 
conviction. 

19. 1 am strongly of opinion that in such a sacred cause as that of the ex¬ 

tinction of Infanticide, every practicable measure should be adopted calculated 
to ensure success; and rewards to informers appear to be one of them. It is 
quite true that information so obtained would be liable to suspicion, because 
it would most probably originate either in enmity or avarice. This to me, 
however, is not a sufHcient reason why testimony so encouraged should be 
wholly rejected, although it’is obvious that great caution and discretion will 
be required in making use of it. Under the system recently introduced into 
this province for the trial of offenders, the chances of any evils resulting from 
the adoption of such a measure will be greatly diminished ; for 1 would pro¬ 
pose that all persons accused of the commission of Infanticide should be tried 
by the High Court of Criminal Justice for Kattywar, except, perhaps, where 
the rank of the offender is such as to render it expedient that he should be 
dealt with according to the special instructions of Government. The Political 
Agent stationed in the province wdll institute the preliminary incjuiries, 
and commit for trial; and the ultimate publicity of the proceedings would, 
under all circumstances, whether of acquittal or conviction, produce a most 
salutary effect throughout the country. The community in general cer¬ 
tainly regard Infanticide as a crime of the deepest dye; but the experience 
of twenty-five years has amply proved, that if not stimulated in some mode 
to exertion, no one is likely to incur the obloquy, reproach, and 
enmity usually encountered by informers and accusers. Unless, therefore, 
this feeling can be overcome, we can never hope to see conviction follow 
one of a thousand instances of the perpetrat'-m of the crime. How is 
the fact to transpire, except upon the information of some one present when 
the infant was born, or even of some one engaged in the nefarious proceed¬ 
ings ? From the secrecy with which the crime is perpetrated, and the 
consequent difficulty of discovery, the penal part of Colonel Walker’s settle¬ 
ments has remained euUrely a dead letter, and will ever continue so, unless 
persons can be induced to denounce those who commit the crime. I therefore 
think Government should recognise the principle I am advocating, being of 
opinion that, in the attainment of an object of such magnitude, we should not 
be particular in our inquiries respecting the motives of the agent through 
whose information a case o^nfanticide is clearly established against any one. 
On the receipt of the litho^phed proclamation, a copy should be sent to 
each tributary, with an admonitory letter, to aid, either directly or indirectly, 
in putting down a practice of such great enormity. 

20. There is also another part of the proclamation which requires briefly 
4o be alluded to* la noticing those districts where; from the great dispro- 
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portion of the sexes, it is manifest that the crime still prevails, I have 
intimated in general terms, that should this great disparity continue to be 
shown in hiture returas, the British Government will feel bound to take into 
consideration whether any relations can be maintained with those who prove 
themselves so utterly regardless of the first duties of mankind. 1 have 
endeavoured to word this part of the proclamation in such a manner as not to 
alarm the Chiefs of Kattywar generally, respecting their estates, but, at the 
same time, to convey an intimation to the Jhareja Chiefs, that the compact 
between them and Government is composed of mutual obligations, and 
that if they do not perform their part of the same, it is thereby rendered null 
and void. No one can be a stronger advocate than I am that existing relations 
with the Chiefs should be maintained; that we should be content with the 
tribute paid to former Governments, and allow them to enjoy their hereditary 
estates and privileges without molestation: should, however, it be established 
by the certain, though presumptive evidence to be obtained from returns 
of the nature now transmitted, that the crime of Infanticide still prevails in 
any particular district, 1 think, after the warning contained in the proposed 
]>roclamation, the Chief of that district should be severely fined; and that if 
this docs not produce attention on his part to his engagement to suppress the 
crime, I think that an example should be made, and that he should be 
deprivc'd of the sovereignty of his district. The case must be very glaring 
where I should propose such an extreme measure for adoption, and should 
only he resorted to when all other efibrts directed to the accomplishment of 
tlie object in view have been tried and failed. 

21. In the fifth place, I would propose that every Rajpoot in Kattywar 
should, in a circular letter from the Agent, be himself enjoined, and be request¬ 
ed to enjoin all Rajpoots subject to his authority, to make it a stipulation in 
eveiy marriage contract of their daughters with Jharejas, that the issue of 
the union shall be preserved. In the 58Ui paragraph of his report of March 
1808, Colonel Walker alludes to the apathy and indifference with which the 
abominable practice has always been regarded by the rest of the Rajpoot 
community, although, as that able and enlightener! man remarked, the other 
Rajpoot tribes “ possessed a simple and effectual remedy, by refusing to alli¬ 
ance their daughters to the Jharejas, unless on the condition of rearing tlieir 
daughters.” They, in fact, countenanced it by such alliances, by permitting 
their daughters to become the instruments of murdering their own offspring, 
and are stated to have viewed die practice with less abhorrence, from the 
increased fiicility it afforded of marrying their own daughters—that first of 
duties of the Hindoo parent. My present su^estkm is therefore founded on 
the above remark. I do not think the circular would be generally attended 
to ; but if ten—nay even if one victim were saved, the object in view would 
not to be entirely lost. At all events, the issue of such a circular would afford 
another striking proof of the intense anxiety felt by Government completely 
to suppress Infanticide ; and this alone, in my opinion, renders it expedient. 
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22. In tlie sixth place, 1 to recommend that the following marks of 
approbation be extended to the Chiefs and inferior members of the Jhareja tribe 
who have adhered to their engagement to preserve their female issue ; and that 
the expense incurred in making the same should be debited to the Infanticide 
Fund:— 

1«<.—^To the Chief of Keesura, a remission from the 

amount of his annual tribute of 10 annas, or... .Us. 1,000 0 0 


2nd .—To ditto, a present of cloths of the value of. 100 0 0 

3rd .—To the Chief of M engnee, a remission from his annual 

tribute of 4 annas, or. 921 0 0 

4tA .—^To the Chiefs of SatodunWawree, remissions from 

their annual tributes of 4 annas, or. ... 395 12 0 

5l/i .—^To the two Jharejas who have preserved four 
daughters, a present to each of cloths, or in 

money of . 300 0 0 

6/A.—To those who have preserved three daughters, a 

present of ditto, or in money each. 150 0 0 

7/A.—To those who have preserved two daughters, a 
present, varying according to the circumstances of 
each, from Rs. 25 to. 50 0 0 


It is, I consider, a fortunate circumstance, that the Chiefs of Keesura and 
Mengnee petitioned for a remission from their tribute for the past year on 
account of the failure of the monsoon, but which, after inquiry into tlieir 
resources, I declined to grant. There will, therefore, be no mistaking the real 
cause why such an indulgence is now extended to them. 1 should not, how¬ 
ever, conceive it desirable that the whole of the above remissions should be 
paid direct to Uie Chiefs. They arc undoubtedly entitled to the greater share, 
but the inferior Jhavejas living under their authority, who have preserved a 
daughter, are entitled to a part. 1 ijhall thereft re require from the Chiefs a 
statement of the amount of revenue paid last year to them by each of the 
inferior Jharejas, and pay to the latter a corresponding portion of the remis¬ 
sions, should Government be pleased to sanction them. 

23. In the original draft of this report, 1 had suggested that a present 
should be made to the' Jam of Kowanuggur on this occasion. The return 
from his districts shows 613 males and 380 females, which proves that Colonel 
Walker’s arrangements have taken root in them to a very considerable and 
gratifying extent. On this account, and because I conceive it would be politic 
to conciliate this Chief as the acknowledged head of the Jhareja tribe in 
Kattywar, and to induce cheerfully to co-operate in carrying into effect 
the humane efforts of Government, 1 thought that such a distinctive mark of 
approbation might conduce to success. The Jam, however, has not himself 
preserved a ^Rughter, and durii^ Major Bamewall’s agency, he was strongly 
suspected (although he denied the charge) of having committed Infanticide. 
It 1^, moreover, been su^ested to me by my Assistant, Captain Lang, whose 
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interest in the success of the measures for the suppression of the crime is as 
great as Government could desire, that such a present might induce the Jam 
and the other Jhareja Chiefs of rank to believe that the crime of Infanticide, 
as far as they vtrere concerned, would not be very narrowly inquired into, 
provided they could show that a considerable number of females are preserved 
within their respective districts. I think that considerable weight attaches to 
this remark, and shall merely at present suggest, that when the proclamation 
is transmitted to the Jam, the satisfaction of Government be conveyed to 
him at the progress made in his districts in suppressing Infanticide, accom> 
panied by urgent exhortations that he will adopt the strictest measures to 
ensure its complete extinction. 

24. Such are the measures which, after a long and deep meditation on the 
subject, 1 presume to propose for the consideration of Government; and I beg 
to state that they are considered by Natives of the province, competent to 
form a correct judgment, calculated to give increased efficiency to the 
measures adopted by Colonel Walker for the suppression of this terrible crime. 
It is scarcely necessary, 1 hope, to state that 1 feel as every man, and more 
particularly every Christian should, most deeply interested in its complete aboli¬ 
tion, or that I wiM strenuously exert myself to ensure success to whatever 
subsidiary measures may be directed to compel obedience on the part of the 
Jharejas to their engagements. Botli Captain Lang and myself embrace 
every opportunity of speaking upon the subject with the detestation it merits, 
and of stimulating the tribe among which the custom prevails to abandon it, 
and thereby restore themselves to that scale among human beings which they 
forfeited from its prevalence among them. By unceasing endeavours to 
expose the enormity of the offience, and to show that it is at direct variance 
with the precepts inculcated by the religion of those who perpetrate it; by 
extending favour to those who renounce the practice; by promulgating the 
fixed resolution of Government to punisji with the utmost severity those who 
still adhere to it; and from the success, partial as I fear it must be regarded, 
which has attended our efforts for its discontinuance, I am sanguine that, 
through the Divine blessing, complete success may be ultimately attained. 

25. A report on the subject of Infanticide in Kattywar would be in¬ 
complete without a brief allusion to the prevalence of the same crime in the 
adjacent province of Kutch. It must be quite obvious, that if the crime is 
not suppressed in Kutch, the effect will be most inimical to its suppression in 
Kattywar, since the members of the tribe residing in each province are 
intimately connected with each othlr. It was doubtless under this im¬ 
pression that Colonel Walker entered into a correspondence, which does 
him the highest honour, with Futteh Mahomed Jemadar, the Regent of 
Kutch, in 1807-08, with the view of enlisting him in the cause of humanity. 
1 have, of course, no means of ascertaining how far the crime has been sub¬ 
dued in Kutcji; but from our intimate connection and powerful influence with 
that Government since 1819, it is by no means improbable that greater progress 
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has been made in that province than in this, and that if I were informed of the 
measures that may have been adopted there, some of them may be found to 
apply equally to the circumstances of Kattywar. The care and pains, also, 
which are reported to have been bestowed upon the education of the young 
prince recently elevated to the supreme authority in Kutch, cannot fail to 
facilitate the object in view ; /or I arn convinced, that when the Chiefs of the 
tribe can be prevailed upon practically to renounce the custom, but little dif¬ 
ficulty will then be experienced in inducing the inferior Jharejas to follow the 
example. 

26. In conclusion, I annex to ’ my report a statement of the Infanticide 
Fund on the 15th of September 1834:— 

The balance due to the Fund on the 24th April 1833, the 

date of the last account, was .Rs. 51,146 I 8 

Intermediate receipts have been.Us. 31,781 3 6 

Ditto disbursements have been .. 1,000 0 0 

Surplus receipts are therefore... 30,781 3 6 

Balance due to the Fund on the 15th September 1834 .. Us. 81,927 5 2 

27. In the 4th paragraph of my letter of the 24th April 1833 I expressed 
an intention to propose a scale of distribution of the Fund among those who 
had preserved their daughters, or whose poverty and other circumstances might 
render them deserving of favour or pecuniary aid from Government. The 
results of the present census, however, induce me to abandon this intention, 
because they lead me to anticipate many applications for assistance towards 
defraying the expense of marriages, for which we should be prepared. It is 
a creditable feeling among the Jharejas, and one which should be kept alive 
as much as possible, that it is not laudable to apply to Government for pecu¬ 
niary assistance, and during 1833-34 only three apjdications were received. 
In two of these cases a donation of< Us. 400 was granted, and in the third, 
Us. 200. I have no doubt that these grants will encourage other applicants 
to come forward, and as, of the number of female Jharejas now alive, as many 
as 463 are unmarried, 1 do not think the Fund should be trenched upon at 
present to a greater extent than is necessary to carry into effect the recom¬ 
mendations made in the 22nd paragraph of my report. 

28. To avoid delay, I have taken the liberty of forwarding this com¬ 
munication direct to Government; but as soon as copies can be prepared, 
they will be forwarded for the information of the Political Commissioner for 
Guzerat. 

^ I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Kattywar Pol. Agenda Office, Rajkot, 24th S^temher 1834.* Political Agent.. 

* The encloturei to this report, being extremely voluminous, are omitted, with the exception 
of this Draft Prochunation. 
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Draft of a proposed Prodamatum to he issued on the subject of Female 

Infanticide in Kattyioar, 

The British Government having recently had under consideration the pre¬ 
valence of Female Infanticide in Western India, is pleased to declare it to be 
its fixed determination to put an end to so revolting and barbarous a practice. 
From returns lately received from the Political Agent stationed in Kattywar, 
it appears that although a considerable degree of success has attended the 
measures adopted in that province for the suppression of In&nticide, the crime 
is f)roved to be still committed, by the great disproportion observable in 
the number of male and female Jharejas. This melancholy fact, therefore, 
pressing itself upon the attention of Government, the liight Honorable the 
Governor in Council considers it requisite to call upon the Chiefs of the 
.1 hareja tribe to adhere to, and maintain within their respective districts the 
engagements they voluntarily and unconditionally entered into with Government 
twenty-live years ago, through the medium of their friend and benefactor, the 
late lamented Colonel Alexander Walker, to abandon the detestable and 
heinous custom of murdering their own offspring. 

His Lordship in Council further requires the active co-operation of the whole 
community of Kattywar in giving increased efficiency to the measures adopted 
for the extinction of Infanticide, the grossest stain that ever disgraced the hu¬ 
man race; and hereby declares, tliat whoever shall afford information sufficient 
to convict any Jhareja of so inhuman a proceeding shall receive the protection 
of Government, and be rewarded in proportion to the rank and consequence of 
the party convicted. Humanity and a due regard to the precepts of their religion 
should induce the Hindoo part of the community in particular to aid, by every 
means in their power, the efforts of Goverimitent completely to suppress the 
crime. The Hindoo Shasters declare that he who commits Infanticide is 
guilty of a grievous sin,* equal to that of Gurbhutteca, or the murder of infants 
by causing abortion; and to tliat of Brimliutteeu, or the murder of Brahmins. 
They in fact declare, that to kill one Brahmin is equal to killing 100 cows; 
to kill one woman is equal to killing 100 Brahmins; to kill one child of citlier 
sex is equal to killing 100 women; and to kill 100 children of either sex is an 
ofience too heinous for comparison. The punishment awarded is in propor¬ 
tion to the magnitude of the crime: the murderer is doomed to suffer the 
most dreadful torments in the hell called Neruk, and, when born again, will be 
afflicted with leprosy or paralysis. 

With the view of enabling Government to ascertain how far the measures 
for the suppression of Infanticide are adhered to, the Political Agent has been 
instructed to make a full and complete census of the Jhareja population of Kat¬ 
tywar ; and the Chiefs pf the tribe are hereby called upon to aid in the framing 
of this return, which, when completed, will at once enable Government to 

From this pla^e to the end of the paragraph was, for reasons explained at page 461, omit¬ 
ted from the Proclamation as mned hy order of Government on the 22nd November 1834. 
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detect where the crime is still committed. The Political Agent has also 
been directed to require from the Chiefs half-yearly, and himself to furnish 
annually, a statement exhibiting the number of births, deaths, marriages, and 
betrothals occurring within their respective jurisdictions ; and those who 
neglect to furnish this statement, or who may furnish an incorrect return, will 
be severely punished. 

As a measure of prevention against Infanticide, Government considers it 
expedient to suggest to the whole of the other Rajpoot tribes of Katty war that 
they should refuse to give their own daughters in marriage to the Jharejas, 
except under a stipulation that the female issue of such marriage shall be 
cherished and preserved. 

The returns recently received from Kattywar show, in the undermentioned 
districts, such a great disparity between the number of male and female Jha- 
rejas as can only be accounted for by the continued prevalence of the dreadful 
crime in those places;— 




The Chiefs of these districts are hereby warned, that should similar results 
be shown from the periodical returns hereafter to be furnished, they will he 
severely punished for not adhering to their engagements to renounce the 
crime. It will not be deemed sufficient by Government that they themselves 
shall adhere to their engagements to preserve their female children, but they 
are equally bound to secure that those engagements are observed by every 
member of their tribe subj^^ct to their authori'y. Should they neglect this 
w'arning, it will become requisite for the Government to take into considera¬ 
tion whether any relations can be maintained with Chiefs who act in such a 
manner as to prove themselves utterly regardless of the precepts of their 
religion, and of the best feelings of mankind. In seeking to abolish Infanti¬ 
cide, the British Government is not actuated by any motive of ambition or 
self-interest, but simply by an^^xious desire to erase the foulest stain that 
ever attached to the name of man. The possessions of the Chiefs of Katty¬ 
war arc guaranteed to them, and protection is extended to them, on certain 
conditions, and it is the sincere wish of Government that they should continue 
to enjoy them, and all their privileges and immunities, free from molestation. 
The compact is, however, reciprocal and mutual, and the Chiefs have stipu- 
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lated that they will cease to di^race humanity by destroying their own 
iiclpless oHspring at the moment of its birth. Should they not adhere to 
this condition, the compact is broken, the favour and protection of Govei'n- 
inent will be withdrawn, and the severest penalties be imposed until the 
inhuman custom is completely eradicated. 

It is more gratifying to Government to be able to notice some of the 
J hareja Chiefs in whose districts the crime has been wholly or in a great 
measure suppressed. The Jam of Nowanuggur is entitled to praise for the 
progress which has been made towards its complete extinction within his 
jurisdiction, which is to be attributed to the care taken by that Chief in 
enforcing a tlue observance of the (uigagoment he entered into for its suppres¬ 
sion. The British Government confidently relies on his continued exertions 
and co-operation in ensuring success to the measures it has adopted for the 
abolition of a custom which, owing its origin to avarice and a mistaken pride, 
reflects most seriously on the character of the tribe, of which the Jam of 
Nowanuggur is in Katlywar the acknowledged head. 

Among the oUier Talookas, (loveniment is pleased to notice, in terms of high 
approbation, the following Chiefs as having ensured to themselves the favour 
and protection "f Government for having adhered to their engagements :— 




Males of 



Females, 
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No. 
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And at the same time to hold up to the tribe in general, as an example for 
imitation, the undermentioned Jharejas, who have preserved four and three 
daughters each :— • 




j lieloiiging; to 


No. 

Name. 

- 


No. ot 



1 I)lstric;t. 

! Village. 

Daughters 

1 

Jhareja Khanjce .. . 

.Nowanuggur .... 

Lalpoor .... 

Four. 

2 

„ Bawajec. 

Ditto .... 

Bolwa. 



3 

„ Raibjce . 

J)itto .... 

Machurda .. 



•I 

„ Bossajec. 

Ditto .... 

Peempurdee.. 



,'i 

„ Khaiitnrjw. 

Ditto .... 

Pcepulyoo ,. 



6 

„ Doudajee. 

Ditto .. . 

Seeguch .... 

^ Three. 

7 

„ Babajee . 

Ditto 

Dauthana.... 



8 

„ Bawajec t. 

Ditto .... 

Pussawoo.... 



9 

„ Mcgrajcc. 

Ditto .... 

Amra . 



10 

„ Ilurbiimjee. 

Ditto .... 

Chcekarec ., 



11 
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liadliur .... 
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12 
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13 
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14 

Khoinaue^ Roopabhaec. 

Veerpoor Khurerce. 
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^ Three, 

15 

Jliareia Lakaiec . 
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Wurra .... 
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Government have also derived the greatest satisfaction from observing that 
the returns show as many as eighty instances of Jharejas having preserved 
two daughters each. His Lordship in Council, with the view of testifying the 
sense he entertains of the meritorious conduct of the Chiefs and inferior 
Jharejas above alluded to, has instructed the Political Agent at Uajkotto grant 
remissions of tribute and honorary presents to them. 

The British Government is pleased further to declare, that although it will 
always be more satisfactory to Government, and more creditable to the Jharejas 
themselves, for them to perform the first of parental duties, without seeking 
pecuniary aid from Government in defraying the expenses of the marriage of 
their children, nevertheless that the local Agent is authorised to receive and 
attend to applications when circumstances render such aid indispensable. 

In conclusion, the Right Honorable the Governor in Council is pleased to 
annex to this proclamation a copy of the engagement by which every Jhareja 
Chief of Kattywar bound himself, twenty-five years ago, to discontinue the 
dreadful custom of Female Infanticide; and at the same time to declare it to 
be the fixed resolution of the British Government to maintain the same, and 
that any person <;harged witli* having violated it will'*'' either he placed on his 
trial for the heinous crime of “ child-murder** before the High Court of Criminal 
Justice recently established in Kattywar^ or be dealt with in such other mode 
as may be deemed most expedient, and conducive towards the complete sup¬ 
pression of the practice. 

Published by order of the Right Hon. the Governor in Council of Bombay, 

(Signed) J. P. WiLLoiionnY, 
Political Agent in Kattywar. 


From C. Morris, Fsq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To J. P. tVii.nouoiiBY, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar. 

Haled 22nd November 1834. 

Sir, —I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 24th September 1834, with 
enclosures, reviewing the measures pursued for the suppression of Female 
Inhinticide amongst the H^rejas of Kattywar, and the results with which 
they have been attended, and suggesting further proceedings with the view of 
finally suppressing that inhuman custom. 

2. His Lordship in Council directs me in the first place to return to you 
his warmest thanks for your interesting and able report, which displays through¬ 
out an unremitting zeal in the cause of humanity, united with the soundest 
judgment and discretion in tfHating of the measures best calculated to effect 
the abolition of the barbarous practice in question. 

* For reasons explained in paragraph 5 of the following page (461), the words printed in 
Italics in the concluding paragraph of the Draft Proclamation were omitted by order of 
Government from the Proclamation as issued on the 22nd November 1834. 
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3. The forms of the returns which accompanied your letter are lucid and 
well devised, and the judicious measures taken by you to test their accuracy 
warrant a confidence in their general correctness ; and the Right Honorable 
the Governor in Council is happy to express his entire concurrence in the 
conclusions at which you have arrived, after analysing the returns in the able 
way you have done in paragraphs 5 to 11 of your report, that ** improvement 
is progressive, and that a cheering prospect exists of ultimate success.” 

4. The measures suggested in the 13th to 16th paragraphs of your de¬ 
spatch are entirely approved by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council, 
and the expense of the establishment required for the preparation of the 
proposed census and returns, as stated in the 13th paragraph, is sanctioned 
by his Lordship in Council, and will be borne, as you recommend, by the 
Infanticide Fund. 

5. The proclamation by Government, which you propose to promul¬ 

gate throughout the peninsula, is approved by his Lordship in Council, 
with two exceptions: the degree of criminality attaching to Infanticide, 
compared with other crimes, as taken from the Shasters, the Right Honor¬ 
able the Governor in Council thinks may without disadvantage be 
omitted in a proclamation by the British Government; and his Lordship in 
Council prefers, upon the whole, that the denouncement of punishment, 
towards the conclusion of the proclamation, against those who continue to 
commit the crime, shall be general, rather than it should be specified that the 
offender should be tried by tlie Kattywar High Court of Judicature, or 
otherwise dealt with. Seven hundred lithographed copies of the proclamation, 
altered as above, in the Guzerathee language, will accordingly be prepared, 
and furnished to you as soon as possible, for promulgation. To each copy of 
the proclamation will also be appended a copy of the renewed engagement 
entered into in 1812* by the Jam of Nowanuggur, the head of theJhareja 
tribe in Kattywar. ^ 

6. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council prefers the general 
promise of reward to informers in cases of Infanticide, on conviction, propor¬ 
tioned to the rank and power of the offender, as contained in the proposed 
proclamation, to the graduated scale proposed by Major Carnac. 

7. The following, therefore, is the system which is approved by the Right 
Honorable the Governor in Council, with regard to cases of Infanticide:—The 
Political Agent will institute a preliminary investigation, and, if persuaded of 
the guilt of tlie party, will make a report to Government, and suggest in each 
case the course to be pursued, with reference to the actual circumstances, the 
rank of the offender, and other considerations of importance,—whether the 
guilty party should be at once punished by a fine, or in any other way, or 
whe^er the case should be tried by the High Court of Criminal Judicature 
for Kattywar. 

8. The tenor of the 20th pan^^ph of your report, relative to the general 

* Vide page 387 of this Selection. 
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notice which the proclamation intimates will be taken of Chiefs within whose 
Talookas Infanticide is found to prevail is concurred in by the Right Honor¬ 
able the Governor in Council; and his Lordship in Council also entirely 
approves of the circular letter which, in the 21st paragraph, you propose t(» 
issue to Rajpoot Chiefs in Kattywar, calling upon each, when giving his 
daughter in marriage to a Jhareja, to make it a stipulation that the issue of the 
union shall be preserved, and to oblige every Rajpoot subject to him to do 
the same. 

9. His Lordship in Council has much satisfaction in sanctioning the rewards 
enumerated in the 22nd paragraph of your report, to be borne by the Infan¬ 
ticide Fund, and approves, also, the communication which you jnopose to 
make to the Jam of Nowanuggur, as stated in the 23rd paragraph. 

10. The Resident in Kuteh will bn directed to make known to you the 
steps taken for the abolition of Infanticide in that province, and their result; 
and the Right Honorable the Governor in Council reejuests that you will on 
all occasions communicate freely on this interesting tojjic with that officer, to 
whom corresponding instructions will he issued. 

11. In conclusion, the Right Honorable the Governor in Comunl directs 
me to observe, that he views your exertions in this all-iniportaiit cause with 
peculiar satisfaction, and exhorts you to a continuance of those efforts which 
have so justly entitled your proceedings now reviewed to the unqualified appro¬ 
bation and acknowledgments of Government. 

I liave the honour to b(', &c. 

(Signed) C. Norris, 

JBomhay CastlCj 22nd November 1834. Chief Secretary. 


From J. P. WiiiLouGHBY, Esq., Political ^gent, Kattywar, 

To C. Norris, Esq., Chief Secretary to Oove nraent, Bombay. 

Dated Poorhunder^ V2th April 1835. 

Sir, —I have the honour to submit for the consideration of the Right 
Honorable the Governor in Council the joint proceedings* of Captain Lang 
and myself in investigating^a charge of Infantii ide, preferred in (Jetober last 
against Jhareja Soorajee, the present Chief of Rajkot, tributary to the British 
Government, and which I regret to state has been most clearly established. 

2. A summary of the evidence by which the charge is supported, accom¬ 
panied by remarks in elucidation, will be the best mode of explaining the 
circumstances under which this revolting instance of child-murder was 
perpetrated, and how it has ^imately been brought to light. 

3. On the information of a Jhareja of respectability, who had been induced 
cordially to aid my endeavours to give full effect to the measures in force for the 

* The proceedings which accompanied this report, being voluminous, are qmitted from this 
Selection; their substance is given in this report of Mr. Willoughby’s. 
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suppression of Infanticide, it was ascertained that one of Soorajee’s wives gave 
birth to a daughter on the 9th of Ashwin Vud, Sumvut 1890 (cortjesponding 
with the 6th of November 1833), and that immediately after birth it died, no 
care being taken to preserve it. 

4. It was further ascertained that the undermentioned persons were in 
attendance on the occasion :— 

I. The wife of Walund Kuchra, in the capacity of midwife. 

II. The widow of Patel Mandun, a friend of the child’s mother. 

III. Jethee, and IV. Kooeree, slave girls in attendance on the mother. 

V. Several Brahmins in attendance outside the room where the birth 
occurred, for the purpose of noting down the Wela, or the precise time of birth, 
had a sun been bprn. 

It is here necessary to premise, that the accusation against Soorajee was in 
some degree corroborated by the fact that no birth in his family, correspond¬ 
ing with the one alluded to, was entered in the register of Jhareja children of 
Rajkot, forming No. 5 of the returns accompanying my report on Infanticide 
dated the 24th of September 1834. 

5. Nuthoo Bhut, the first witness examined, deposed before Captain Lang 
that one of Scoi-ajee’s wives gave birth to a daughter in the month of Ashwin 
(October or November) 1833 ; that he is aware of the event, because he accom¬ 
panied another Brahmin, whose duty it was to note down the Wcia, or hour 
of birth, in the hope of receiving a present; that when he arrived at the Dur¬ 
bar he was informed a daughter had been born and preserved, upon learning 
which he returned home, knowing that no present would be made on account 
of the birth of a daughter. Finally, he docs not know whether the child died 
a natural death. 

6. Ruttunba, wife of Walund Kuchra, deposed before Captain Lang that 
she occasionally acts as midwife ; that a few days before the Dewalec of 1833 
(11th November), she was summoned bj^a slave girl, named Jethee, to attend 
the younger wife of Soorajee in her confinement; that when she arrived, the 
widow of Mandun Patel and a slave girl named Kooeree were in the room ; 
that the Baee had just been delivered of a daughter, which Kooeree was 
holding on the bed ; that the deponent was directed to remove the after-birth, 
and while engaged in attendance on the mother, the slave girl, Jethee, took 
up the infant and carried it outside, together with the after-birth ; that when 
she reached the house the child was not as it ought to have been, but seemed 
gasping ; that she does not know whether any violence was used, but the 
infant was not quite dead when it was carried out by Jethee. Finally, depo¬ 
nent is certain that the after-birth was not separated from the infant whilst it 
was in the room. The mother cried out, but said nothing. 

7. Captain Lang remarks that this witness gave her evidence very reluc¬ 
tantly, and not until she was aware that the widow of Patel Mandun was like¬ 
wise in atten^ftnee. This appeared to give her confidence, and to convince 
her that concealment was useless. She was on the same day re-examined in 
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my presence, when, without any hesitation, she repeated the evidence she had 
given before Captain Lang, with the addition of the material circumstance that 
one day after the birth she visited the mother, and found her crying, because, 
as the slave girls stated, her child had been put to death. 

8. Rooree, the widow of Patel Mandun, deposed before Captain Lang, that 
nine or ten months since she was sent for by Soorajee’s younger wife, to 
attend her in childbed; that when she arrived, she found her in labour, and 
almost immediately after she was delivered of a daughter, a slave girl, named 
Kooeree, being also present; that the birth was quite natural, and at maturity, 
and that the midwife arrived just after it had taken place; that when born the 
child was quite alive, but it was never separated from the after-birth, and was 
immediately carried away by the slave Jetheo; the mother cried out, and said 
her fete was hard; the midwife had arrived before the infant was removed, and 
deponent is quite certain that when carried out it was still alive. 

9. This witness gave her testimony without hesitation; and on her re-exa¬ 
mination before me, she repeated it witliout any material variation, but with 
the following additional particulars: that the child cried after it was born ; that 
when the midwife arrived, and ascertained the sex of the infant, she was about 
to return home, when the slave girls requested her to remain until the after¬ 
birth had come away; that the mother made no attempt to preserve the infant* 
fearing that if she did so her husband would put her away, because on a 
former occasion Soorajee had abstained from all intercourse with his first wife 
for seven or eight months, because she had saved a daughter gainst his will. 
Finally, the infant was carried away, with the after-birth attached, and was, 
consequently, murdered ; but deponent does not know how it was disposed 
of after removal from the room in which it was born. 

10. Jetha Bhut, the officiating Brahmin of the family of the Rajkot Chief, 
deposed before Captain Lang that one of Soorajee’s wives was delivered of a 
daughter about the Dewalee 'of 1^33; but in his re-examination before me, 
he merely deposed to the fact of a birth having occurred in the Chieftain’s 
family about the period of that festival, and feigned ignorance respecting the 
sex of the child. 

11. Thus far, the inqui^ was carried on without the Chief being informed 
of the serious accusation that had been made against him. It must be obvi¬ 
ous, that in investigating cases of Infanticide, more especially when, as in the 
present instance, the party accused possesses influence and power at the place 
where the crime is alleged to have been committed, the forms usual in judicial 
inquiries generally cannot be strictly adhered to. To ensure detection, and 
ultimate conviction, secrecy is at first requisite, to prevent intimidation; and to 
overcome the reluctance aiiS apprehensions of witnesses, promises of protec¬ 
tion against the resentment of the accused must be liberally bestowed and 
feithfully fulfilled. 

12. At tiuB stage of the proceedings, however, I deemed it expedient to 
send for Soorajee, for the purpose of apprising him of the charge, and to hear 
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what he had to say in his defence. The Chief accordingly visited me on the 
13th of October last, and his replies to the interrogatories put to him are re> 
corded on my proceedings. It is, however, worthy of observation, that the 
result of the examination of the preceding witnesses had transpired, and that 
before he visited me 1 had learned what was to be the nature of his defence. 
Before any question was put to him, the Chief betrayed his knowledge of the 
cause of the intendew by asking me,—How could cliild>murder occur in the 
immediate vicinity of the Political Agent ? ” He then acknowledged that one of 
his wives gave birth to a daughter some time between the Dusera and Dewalee 
festivals (i. e. between the 22nd October and 11th November 1833), but that, 
as the birth was premature, at eight months, it was not entered in the register 
he had recently furnished. The infant lived about an hour, and his Karbarees 
must have been aware of the event. The women alluded to by the witnesses 
before referred to were in attendance on his wife, and the midwife could 
testify the birth was premature. 

13. It now occurred to me that, provided I could obtain the attendance of 
the slave girls .Tetliee and Kooeree, without affording them an opportunity of 
communicating with their master, 1 might be able to elicit some further infor¬ 
mation regarding this transaction: I therefore, whilst Soorajee was with 
me, summoned them, without stating the object 1 had in view in sending 
for them. 

14. From Jethee, who no doubt was the principal agent by whom the 
infant was murdered, nothing could be extracted. She asserted that the birth 
was premature and still-born ; but it is unnecessary to dwell on her evidence, 
because its falsity is placed beyond a doubt by her having asserted, in oppo¬ 
sition to the father’s admission, and to the evidence of all the other witnesses 
examined, that the infant born was a son, and not a daughter. 

1.5. In the first instance, the other slave girl told, with evident preparation, 
nearly the same story as Jethee. In her cross-examination, however, after 
much prevarication, she first admitted t&at the infant was of the female sex, 
and ultimately, after having obtained promises of protection against ill usage 
for declaring the truth, stated as follows : that she was present when the child 
was born; that it was bom alive, and cried ; that she cannot say whether the 
mother had gone the full time, because she had only arrived from Choora 
eight days before the birth. Her mistress cried because the child was not 
preserved. The after-birth was placed upon the infant’s mouth, according to 
the custom of Jharejas ; this was done by the midwife, by the direction of the 
mother, who cried very much. On a former occasion, the mother preserved 
a daughter, in consequence of which her husband Soorajee separated from her 
for eight months. The mother did not suffer more than usual in cases of 
child-birth, and the child did not appear prematurely bora, and was quite 
alive when the midwife arrived ; no attempt was made to preserve it, and 
when carried out of the room by Jethee it was dead, from tiie afler-birth 
having been placed upon its mouth (to prevent respiration). . 
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16. The slave girl Jethee having been recalled, was confronted with this 
witness, who repeated in her presence the account above given of the circum¬ 
stances under which the murder was perpetrated ; this, however, produced no 
effect on the former, but she declared, with the greatest effrontery, that her 
own statement was the true one. 

17. On the 17th of October following, Soorajee requested an interview with 
me, to which I immediately acceded. He stated that the object of his visit was 
to solicit me to desist from my intention of placing his possessions under at¬ 
tachment. In reply, I informed him that 1 certainly had resolved to adopt this 
measure, pending a reference to Government respecting the cruel instance of 
Infanticide which was proved to liave been committed in his house, in violation 
of the engagement which his father had entered into with Colonel Walker, to 
renounce the unnatural practice for ever. On this occasion, neither the Chief 
himself, nor a confidential person of his own tribe who accompanied him, made 
any attempt to deny the charge, but by their demeanour clearly showed that 
they considered it as satisfactorily established. 1 therefore recommended the 
Chief to express contrition for his offence, to throw himself on the mercy of 
Government, and to promise hereafter to abstain from a practice which liad so 
long disgraced his tribe. At the same time, 1 held out no promise which would 
interfere with Government dealing with the case in such manner as might be 
judged most expedient. The Chief still made no denial of the cliarge, but, 
after privately consulting with Ilalarjee, the Jhareja above alluded to, he 
expressed a wish to return home, and promised to give an answer the follow¬ 
ing day, when he came prepared to deny the charge, and, under tlie influence 
of his family and other advisers, stated he had nothing to confess, or for which 
to express contrition. It must, however, be evident that Soorajee, by solicit¬ 
ing time for consideration previous to giving an answer to my suggestions, 
tacitly admitted the itrime imputed to him, and that his subsequent denial 
was the result of the consultation with his family. 

18. After this last interview, I placed the whole of the Chief’s possessions 
under attachment. I should have adopted tliis measure under any circum¬ 
stances, from the impression it is calculated to produce throughout the country, 
of the fixed determination of the British Government to eradicate the dreadful 
crime of Infanticide fro^n this province. In the present case, however, it was 
also recommended by the rights of Government being in danger from the 
Chiefs mismanagement of his resources, which has occasioned a considerable 
accumulation of the debt due to his Hameedar (security) under our guarantee. 

1 availed myself, however, of the opportunity to assign as the reason for the 
sequestration, the violation by the Chief of Colonel Walker’s settlements for 
the suppression of Infantic^. 

19. I had commenced this report, when severe illness compelled me to 
proceed to the Presidency on sick certificate, which will satisfactorily account 
for the delay which has occurred in its transmission. 

20. It is now iny duty, in conformity with the instructions contained in 
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the 7th paragraph* of your letter dated the 22nd of November last, to suggest 
the course to be pursued against the Chief of Rajkot. He is of the age of 
twenty-two, and, in rank, takes precedence of all but three of the Jhareja 
families of Kattywar. No circumstances exist which render him deserving of 
personal consideration. He has not even expressed contrition for the heinous 
crime he has committed; he is evidently alarmed for die consequences 
that may ensue, but he does not appear to feel ashamed of the unnatural deed 
he has perpetrated. The evidence against him is clear and conclusive, and 
Government possesses the undoubted right to inflict whatever punishment it 
deems most advisable. Although, however, I do not consider Soorajee to 
possess any claim to consideration personally, on other grounds I am induced 
to recommend that in this, the first case of Infanticide that has ever yet been 
clearly ^proved in Kattywar, justice should be tempered with mercy; the 
chief motive for which is, that extreme severity would, in my opinion, be 
injurious to our future efforts to effect the conipletc extinction of the practice. 
It must be obvious that, to secure this, we must enlLst the feelings of the 
community on our side, so that they may be induced to view the custom with 
general execration, and to aid our endeavours to wipe away so foul a blot on 
humanity. Vv e must (more especially in the first instances that are brought 
to light) avoid the danger of exciting sympathy in favour of delinquents, 
thereby deterring persons from informing against them who might otherwise 
be disposed to do so. In short, unless we arc able to carry public opinion 
with us, and inflict such penalties only as arc likely to be recognised as just by 
the respectable portion of the community, our endeavours in the cause of 
humanity will be long retarded, or may altogether fail. I think, also, some 
regard is due to the feelings under which the Jhareja acted who gave infor¬ 
mation against Soorajee; for I am quite satisfied he never would have come 
forward had he thought that the formal trial of his Chief would have ensued, 
or that any other punishment would be inflicted beyond a fine, and exacting 
security sigainst the recurrence of the oftence. 

21. The following, therefore, is the course which I would respectfully re-* 
commend for the consideration of the Right Honorable the Governor in 
Council;— 

I. —That a fine of Rs. 12,000 be imposed upon Soorajee, to be credited to 
the Infanticide Fund, and that his Talooka continue under attachment until it 
is paid. 

II. —That he be required to renew the engagement by which himself and 
family are already bound to renounce Infanticide, and that he furnish the secu¬ 
rity of two or three of the principal Jhareja Chiefs for the observance of the same. 

III. —That an additional article be inserted in this contract, providing that) 
on any expected birth in his family, the Chief is to advise the Political Agent 
of the same, to enable him to take measures for ascertaining the result, and 
for securing Jthe fulfilment of the engagement. 

* Vide page 461. 
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IV. —That he be required to dismiss from his service Jocta, Buiwunt, and 
Dulput, Mehtas, declaring them incapable of being re-cmployed by him, and 
requiring them to leave his territory ten days after the receij)t of the order. 

V. —That he be informed that a repetition of the offence will subject him to 
a forfeiture of his estate, and to such other punishment as Government may 
see At to award. 

22. I think that on these conditions the Chief may be pardoned. Tlie 
amount of the fine is suggested with referenre to his resources and embarrass¬ 
ments ; the third and fourth conditions will, I have no doubt, be considered 
humiliating, but they are justified by the circumstances of the case. With 
regard to the Mehtas, I beg to explain that for many years past they have liad 
the exclusive management of the llajkot Talooka ; they have greatIjL abused 
their trust, and enriched themselves at their master’s expense. In 1825, the 
whole of the llajkot llhyad petitioned against them, and Major Barnewall, in 
consequence, removed them from authority, and declined having any communi¬ 
cation with them; they reinstated themselves in power during Mr. Blanc’.s 
agency ; but their dismission and expulsion is now expedient,—Isi, for having 
failed to communicate the destruction of Soorajee’s daughter, although, from 
their situation, they could not have been ignorant of the event; 2nd, for hav¬ 
ing been instrumental in furnishing me with a false return of the Jhareja 
children of llajkot, and for having, when expressly questioned by me on the 
subject, declared this return to la; correct. I greatly rely on the efficacy of 
this measure; the example will be salutary, and induce this class to give 
information against those who may violate the engagements in force to dis¬ 
continue the practice of Infanticide. 

23. I regret to state that Jhareja Morjee, the person through whose agency 
the present case of Infanticide has been principally brought to light, is since 
dead, as reported in the annexed letter from Cai)tain Lang. This event is 
much to be dejdored, us it has deprived me of an agent on whose future exer¬ 
tions I had so much reason to rely. Taking into consideration Morjee’s 

*rank; that he was a member of the tribe among whom Infanticide prevails, and 
connected with Soorajee, whose favour and protection he forfeited by inform- 
ing against him; coupled with my conviction that he was not influenced by 
sordid motives, but by a detestation of the revolting crime, and a sincere desire 
that it should no longer disgrace his tribe,—it was my intention, had he lived, 
to have recommended him to the peculiar favour of Government; but this 
intention has been frustrated by his death, and it now only remains to testify 
the high sense entertained of his benevolence, and the moral courage he exhi¬ 
bited, by holding up his example to otliers, and by bestowing suitable marks 
of favour upon his family : ftterefore beg to recommend that the presents 
proposed by Capt|iin Lang, viz. a donation of Rs. 1,000 and a pair of silver 
bangles, should be sanctioned, and that, in addition thereto, a remission of 
one-half of the tribute and Zoor Tulbee payable during the present year from 
Gowreedur should be granted to his family. 
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24. In the prosecution of this inquiry, assistance was received from a 
Mehta out of employ, at Rajkot, named Judoorara, and, in reward for his 
services, I beg to suggest a present of Rs. 200. The whole of these disburse¬ 
ments will of course be debited to the Infanticide Fund. 

25. In conclusion, I have great gratification in acknowledging the valuable 
assittance I have derived from Captain Lang during the investigation of the 
charge against Soorajee. 

26. To obviate further delay, my report is transmitted direct to Govern¬ 
ment, and a copy will be furnished for the information of the Political Com- 
Riissioncr for Guzerat. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Siguetl) J. P. Willoughby, 

Poorbunder, 12<A April 1835. Political Agent. 


From Captain W. Lang, Assistant Political Agent in Charge, 

To J. P. WiLLOUOiiijy, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar. 

Dated ^th December 1834. 

Sir, —Tt is v. th much regret that I report to you the death, on the 25th ultimo, 
of Morjee, the Jhareja Grassia of Gowreedur ; an event which, happening 
as it has done so soon after the conviction of the Rajkot Chief of tlie inhuman 
crime of Infanticide, which, you are aware, was effected chiefly by his means, 
is the more to be lamented, since, in addition to the almost irreparable loss the 
cause of humanity has sustained in the demise of a .Jhareja Rajpoot who had 
not only good sense enough to abjure the horrid practice of Infanticide because 
it was prescribed by the British Government, but, as I firmly believe, suffi¬ 
cient principle to detest the crime for itself, and to volunteer to come forward 
to denounce it when practised by other members of his tribe, his sudden 
death is not unlikely to be connected (in the minds of so prejudiced a race as 
the Natives of this province are, especially in such matters), with his exertions 
in that cause, which ought, on the contrary, to render his name revered, 
amongst them. 

2. To counteract, as far as we can, the evil effects which might arise from 
such ideas, and to evince to the community in general the* high sense of his 
services and respect for his memory entertained by the British Government, I 
deem it my duty to recommend, in the strongest manner, that the sum of 
Rs. 1,000 should be presented to the family, to assist them in defraying the 
expenses of his Dyara, and that a further present of a pair of bangles, or any¬ 
thing else which may be considered more eligible, be made to his eldest son. 
1 address this letter to you in consequence of your having the Rajkot Infanti¬ 
cide case in hand, and my knowing that it was your intentfbn to recommend, 
the employment of the deceased on a small allowance from the Infanticide Fund. 

3. I beg to add that, at the urgent request of Merojee, the eldest son of 
Morjee, I have advanced the sum of Rs. 1,000, including the price of a small 
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supply of opium from the warehouse, which, in the event of my present sug¬ 
gestion not being complied with, will ho recovered by instalments from the 
revenues of Govvreedur. 

I have the honour to be, See. 

(Signed) W. F.ang, 

()th Decemher 1834. Assistant Political Agent in charge. 


From C. Norris, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, 

To J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar. • 

Dated ISonthay Castle^ 2nd June 1835. 

Sir, —I am directed by the Right ITonorablc the Governor in Council toi 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 12th April, submitting for 
the consideration of Government the joint proceedings of Captain Lang and 
yourself, in investigating a charge of Infanticide ]>referred in October last 
against .Thareja Soorajee, the present Chief of Rajkot, tributary to the British 
Government. 

In reply, I am instructed to intimate to you that the Right Honorable the 
Governor in Council highly approves the humanity and ability with which you 
have in this instance followed up your former very meritorious exertions for 
the suppression of the atrocious crime of Infanticide. You are requested to 
convey a similar assurance of the approbation of Government to Captain Lang, 
who has so effectively seconded your efforts. 

The evidence adduced before you and Captain Lang incontestably, I am 
desired to state, establishes the guilt of the Chief of Rajkot; and the barbarous 
insensibility which that Chief has evinced on the occasion proves him to have 
little claim to forgiveness. At the same time, the Right Honorable tho 
Governor in Council entirely concurs in the judicious and enlightened obser¬ 
vations contaiiuid in the 20th paragraph of y. ur letter, with respect to the 
principles and considerations by which we ought to be guided in dealing witli 
this inhuman offender. 

In the 21st paragraph you recommend the following measures for the 
consideration of Government, viz:— 

I. —That a fine of Hs. 12,000 be imposed upon Soorajee, to be credited to 
the Infanticide Fund, and that his Talooka continue under attachment until 
it is paid. 

II. —That he be required to renew the engagement by which himself and 
family are already bound to renounce Infanticide, and that he furnish the 
security of two or three ^ the principal Jhareja Chiefs for the observance 
of the same. 

III. —That an%dditional article be inserted in this cdntract, providing that, 
on any expected birth in his family, the Chief is to advise the Political Agent 
of the same, to enable him to take measures for ascertaining the result, and 
for securing the fulfilment of the engagement. 
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IV. —That he be required to dismiss from his service Joeta, Bulwunt, and 
Dulput, Mehtas, declaring them incapable of being re-employed by him, and 
requiring them to leave his territory ten days after the receipt of the order. 

V. —That he be informed that a repetition of the offence will subject him to 
a forfeiture of his estate, and to such other punishment as Government may 
see fit to award. 

These measures are ^Jntirely approved of by the llight Honorable the 
Governor in Council, as being sufficient, under the circumstances of the case, 
for the punishment of the crime committed, and as promising to be efficacious 
in preventing the perpelratio/i of like enormities in future. 

The death of Jhareja Morjec, to whom the detection of this case of Infan¬ 
ticide was principally owing, as reported in the 23rd paragraph of your letter, 
is an event, I am directed to observe, much to be deplored; nor would it be 
free from suspicion of having been occasioned by unfair means, but that, if 
ground for such an idea existed, it would scarcely have escaped disclosure by 
Captain Lang. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council has no hesi¬ 
tation in marking his sense of the deceasedMorjee’s merit, by authorising you to 
bestow on his family those tokens of approbation which Captain Lang has so 
properly recop’mended, viz. a donation of Rs. 1,000 and a pair of silver bangles. 

The Right Honorable the Governor in Council is also pleased to authorise 
the presentation by you of Rs. 200 to the Mehta who rendered you his assist¬ 
ance during the investigation of the charge against Soorajee, as recommended 
in the 24th paragraph of your letter; debiting the whole of these disbursements 
to the Infanticide Fund. 

It has not of course escaped you, I am directed to observe, to use all 
proper means for the protection of the female witnesses through whose 
evidence the Chiefs guilt was brought home to him, as they appear to be 
persons in his power. 

The example which in this instance ii^ to be made of the Chief of Rajkot 
will, the Right Honorable the Governor in Council trast'’, produce a salutary 
effect, not merely on the surrounding Chiefs, but on the Jhareja population of 
Rajkot, among whom the census, reported by you in your letter of the 24th 
September 1834, proves that the crime of Infanticide was of frequent occurrence. 

A copy of this letter will be communicated to the Political Commissioner, 
for his information. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

2nd t/une 1 835. (Signed) C. Norris, Chief Secretary. 

From C. Norris, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, 

To the Political Agent in Kattywar. 

Dated*iQth June 1835. 

Sir, —^With reference to the 23rd paragraph* of your letter dated the 12th 
April, No. 6&of 1835, wherein you recommend that, in addition to the dona- 

* Vide page 468, 
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tioii proposed by Captain Lang, a remission of one-half of the tribute and 
Zoor Tulbee payable during the present year from Gowreedur should be 
granted to the family of the deceased Jhareja Morjee, to whom the detection 
of the crime of Infanticide committed by Soorajee, the present Chief of Rajkot, 
was princi[)ally owing, I am directed to intimate to you that the Right Honor¬ 
able the Governor in Council is pleased to accede to your recommendation^ 
and accordingly authorises you to grant the said remigsion to the family of the 
late Jhareja, as a mark of the sense entertained by Government of his merit. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

19M Jiwne 1835. (Signed) C. Morris, Chief Secretary.* 

From Captain W. Lang, Acting Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To the Political Commissioner for Guzerat. 

Dated Rajkot, Wth February 1836. 

Sir, —I have the honour to report, for the information of the Right Honor¬ 
able the (iovernor in Council, that I was yesterday enabled to remove the 

* The jiroecetlings at pages 462 to 4/2 of this Selection having been rci>orte(lto the Honor* 
able the Court of Directors, that authority in reply, in a despatch dated the 27th April 18^^(> 
(No. 2), remarked os follows :— 

Mr. Willoughby’s report on the effect of our mco-surcs for the suppression of Infanticide 
in Kattywar is highly creditable to him, and is, on the whole, satisfactory; fur though it 
shows that the practice still prevails very extensively, it shows, also, that a great and pro¬ 
gressive decrease has been produced by the efforts of the British (lovernmcut. It is 
impossible not to concur in the observations of Mr. Willoughby when he says that, ‘ to effect 
the complete extinction of the practice, we must enlist the feelings of the community on our 
side. We must (more especially in the first instances that are brought to light) avoid the 
dang«‘r of exciting sympathy in favour of delinquents, thereby deterring persons from inform¬ 
ing against them who might otherwise be disposed to do so. In short, mdess we are able to 
curry public opinion with us, and inflict such^ ])cnaltics onlv as are likely to be recognised os 
just by the tespectable portion of the community, our endeavours in the cause of humauity 
will be long retarded, or may altogether fail.’ On these grounds, w'c should have disapproved 
of the infliction upon the Chief of Rajkot (who was proved to have, in violation of his engage¬ 
ment, destroyed his female infant) of any severer penalty than that which you have imposed 
upon him, and which is as follow:— 

I. —That a fine of lls. !i,0()0 be imposed u|>ou Soorajee, to be credited to the Infanticide 
Fund, and that his Talooka continue under attachment until it is paid. 

II. —Tliat he be required to renew the engagement by which himself and family are 
already bound to renounce Infanticide, and that he furnish the security of two or three of the 
principal Jhareja Chiefs for the observance of the same. 

“ III.—That an additional article be inserted in this contract, providing that, in any expected 
birth in his family, the Chief is to^dvisc the Political Agent of the same, to enable him to take 
measures for ascertaining the resi^ and for securing the fulfilment of the engagement. 

“ IV.—^That he be required to dismiss from his service Joeta, Bulwvnt, and Dulput, Mehtas* 
declaring them incapable of being re-employed by him, and requiring them to leave bis tcrritoiy 
ten days dfter the receipt of the order. 

“ V.— That he be informed that a repetition of the offence will subject him to a forfeiture of 
his estate, and to such other punishment as Government may see fit to award.” 
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attachment imposed upon the Rajkot Talooka on the 17th October 1834, in 
consequence of the violation by Soorajee, its Chief, of Colonel Walker’s settle¬ 
ments for the suppression of Female Infanticide, it having been clearly proved 
that that inhuman crime was committed in Soorajec’s own family, in the month 
of October or November 1833, as reported in Mr. Willoughby’s letter of the 
12th April last.* 

2. On receipt of Mr. Chief Secretary Norris’s reply to that communication, 
dated 2nd June 1835, Soorajee was required by letter to pay the fine of 
Rs. 12,000, to dismiss the three Karbarees, and to enter into the engagements 
suggested in the 21st paragraph of Mr. Willoughby’s despatch, and approved 
of by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council. He was also distinctly 
informed that a repetition of the oflencc would subject him to a forfeiture of his 
Talooka, and such other punishment as Government might think fit to inflict. 

3. After the attachment was imposed, the Chief was told that business 
could not be conducted with the Karbarees he then had, and this soon led to 
their leaving Rajkot, and taking up their residence at Sirdhar, of the same 
Talooka. They still, how'ever, retained considerable underhand influence 
with Soorajee and his advisers, until the order arrived for their being sent out 
of tlie Talookr, which was immediately enforced. He has now, I believe, 
given up all dependence upon them, and has, in one or two visits he has paid 
me, expressed a wish to examine the accounts of their management. I have 
always told him, in reply, that he ought to have done this long ago; but as 
they have now left his jurisdiction, he had better, in the first instance, ascer¬ 
tain from them whether they are willing to submit the accounts on both sides 
to a Punchayet, both parties giving 8owkar security for any balance which 
may be determined against either. The <lismissed Karbarees would in all 
probability consent to a settlement of this kind for their own sakes; and 
after the stop we have already taken, it ap{)cars to me highly desirable to 
avoid all further interference. Soorajee h%s lately entertained, in their room, 
a very respectable Karbaree, Motee Paruk, formerly of the Drangdra Talooka, 
and of late years manager of the Saela Chief’s affairs. 

4. There has been some difficulty in getting two Chiefs to enter into tlie 
necessary security engagements for Soorajee. He at first offered the Chiefs 
of Saela and Choora, to which Talooka his two wives belong, and Mr. Wil¬ 
loughby agreed to accept them. They have both, however, since refused, and 
the security of the Raja of Wankaneer was in consequence tendered to that 
officer before his departure; and on his agreeing to take it, the engagement 
required was drawn out, and approved of by him. A translate of this docu¬ 
ment is annexed (No. 1). The Jhareja Chief of Kotra Sanganee has since 
been offered as the other security, and I have taken a similar engagement 
from him. Mr. WilloiTghby, in his rejmrt, suggests that the security of Jha-' 
reja Chiefs should be required; but he afterwards thought that of flhe 


* Vide pages 462 to 469 of this Selection. 
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other caste, liajpoots, who give their daughters to the Jharejas, would be 
equally good. One of each has now been obtained, the Raja of Wankaneer 
being of the Jhalla tribe; and I hope this will be approved of. I likewise annex 
translate of Soorajee’s reply to Mr. Willoughby’s letter (No. 2), acquainting 
him with the decision of Government, as this contains the only renewed 
engagement which has been taken from him. Should any more formal agree¬ 
ment to renounce Infanticide, and give information of expected births in his 
family, be required, the Chief is willing to give it. 

6. Nothing further was necessary as far as the charge of Infanticide was 
concerned, except the payment of the fine ordercid to be levied; but there 
has been another difficulty to contend witli before it was possible to remove 
the attachment, viz. making a provision for the liciuidation of the arrears due 
to the Hameedar, or security for the tribute under our guarantee, as alluded to 
in the 18th paragraph of the late Political Agent’s letter above mentioned. 
On a settlement of accounts between the parties up to 2nd Magh Shoodh 1892 
(corresponding with 20th .lanuary last), the balance was reported to me to be 
Rs. 45,000. As it had been formerly ascertained, however, that the Sowkar 
had included in his aecount some private pecuniary transactions with the 
Chief, I had before required him to produce his Chopras (books), in order 
that 1 might be able to decide how much of the amount ought properly to be 
considered within our guarantee. Every possible objection was ofi’ered to this, 
and some with a show of reason, particularly that the private transactions took 
place many years ago, and on the mortgage of the Mandavee, or customs of 
Rajkot, which are not literally included in the written agreement regarding 
the tribute, although they, of course, come within the general provision made 
therein, that, in the event of tlie mortgage proving insufficient to repay the 
Sowkar for his advances on account of tribute, the whole resources of the 
Talooka shall be included. 

G. The Chief was not by any ragans anxio’'s to press the examination of 
the accounts, and expressed his desire to pay the private debt likewise, which 
it is of course but just that he should do. The existence of such, however, 
gave me considerable latitude in arguing with the Sowkar, and I had but little 
difficulty in persuadingjlioth parties to con«ent to an arrangement, by which 
the interest upon the jtebt, which has been going on at twelve per cent., should 
cease from the date of the last settlement of accounts already referred to, and 
the balance be paid off by annual instalments, to bear interest at nine per 
cent., after the date fixed for the payment of each. 

7. 1 required the Chief in the meantime to pay the sum of Rs. 12,Q00 
towards the liquidation of the debt, besides giving me security for the whole 
of the current year’s dem^d. This, 1 am happy to state, he has succeeded in 
doing, and the Sowkar has agreed to accept the balanbe, Rs. 33,000, in three 
annual instalments, payable on 2nd Falgoon Shoodh, which will fall this year 
on the 18th instant, and commencing in Sumvut 1893 (A. d. J837). A writ¬ 
ing to this effect has accordingly been drawn out and signed by the Chief; 
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and on my guaranteeing the provisions it contains, the Sowkar is willing to 
return the present Mootalib (security engagement) receipted ip full, the period 
for which he was responsible for the tribute having last year expired. The 
fine of Rs. 12,000 was then paid into the treasury, without our having to assist 
in raising the money, or becoming responsible to any one for its repayment; 
and upon this 1 at once consented to remove tlic attachment. 

8. I have not pledged myself in any way to the Sowkar, but, on the con* 
trary, told him distinctly, that if the present arrangement is nut approved of, it 
will be absolutely necessary that he should produce his Chopras (account 
books). I beg, however, to recommend, in the strongest manner, that it 
should be adopted. It is most favourable, I consider, for the Chief, and per¬ 
fectly equitable *as far as the Sowkar is concerned j otherwise he would not so 
readily have agreed to it. I annex (No. 3) translate of the simple engagement 
requiring our guarantee, in case it is approved of; by which it will be observed 
that if the Chief acts up to his agreement, his Talooka will be free from this 
embarrassment in three years. I have every reason to expect, from the chamc- 
ter of his present Karbaree, that the strictest attention will be paid to the 
regular payment of the tribute, and the instalments of arrears as they fall due; 
and on this gr- .und have only required the Chief s own engagement to pay the 
tribute, besides agreeing with the Karbaree that he is to furnish Sowkar secu¬ 
rity each year, both for our dues and the amount of instalment, before begin* 
ning to collect the revenues. 

9. Much credit is due to the new Karbaree, Motec Paruk, for having 
already done so much, and effected such favourable arrangements for the future, 
in order to extricate Soorujee from his embarrassments; and should the plan 
now proposed meet with the approbation of the Right Honorable the (Jovernor 
in Council, I would strongly recommend that a small present of cloths, say 
of the value of Us. 150, should be made to that individual. Any such mark 
of favour would have the effect of inducing the Chief of Rajkot to continue Motec 
Paruk in the management of his affairs ; and it is, moreover, highly desirable 
that advantage should be taken of this, one of the few opportunities which have 
of late years occurred in Kattywar, to j)rove to the community in general the 
sense which Government will always entertain of the services and exertions of 
persons of this class, in retrieving the affairs of Talookas entrusted to their 
care, or keeping them in a prosperous condition. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signe<l) W. Lang, 

Acting Political Agent. 
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No. 1. 

Raja CiiUNDERSiiNOjKE, o/ IVankaneer, writes as follows :— 

Wlicicas tho Jhareja people foimcvly ]>ut their daughters to deaths 
thereby committing a sin of gr^at enormity ; and Colonel Walker, in Sumvut 
18G4, caused them to enter into engagements to abandon the inhuman 
custom, and pfeserre their female ofispriug for the future j but notwith*- 
standing this the Chief of Rajkot, Sirdar Jhareja Soorajee, disregarded 
and broke this engagement, and put a daughter to death, which case 
of liifanticide was investigated in the month of October 1834, and the 
crime proved by means of witnesses; it therefore became necessary to cal! 
upon him to furnish security that he would not commit such a dreadful 
deed in future, and he has named me; I therefore agree to become perpetual 
security for him, and accordingly execute this writing, to the etlect that Jhareja 
Soorajee shall inform the Sivkar whenever the birth of a child may be expected 
in his family, and that he shall never injure or threaten Patel Lukinon’s 
mother, or any other people or their relations, who may have given evidence 
in the case of Infanticide against him; that he shall act agreeably to, and main* 
tain the engagements formerly etl’ecded by the Sirkar for the preservation of the 
daughters of Jhaisejas, and the proclamation dated 22nd November 1834 issued 
on the same subject; and that Jhanja Soi)rajee shall punctually inform the 
Sirkar of any breach of these engagements which may occur witliin his Ta- 
looka. I have become security for him in case he may not inlbrm the Sirkar of 
any case of Infanticide coming within his knowledge, or u])hold and maintain 
the engagements for the ab<>lition of this horrid custom, and am tl>erefore bound 
to see the same done, and responsible to Government for any breach that may 
hereafter arise. 

This tcritiny is duly signed^ Ashad Shoodh \dth, Smnvut 1891 fcorre^ 
sponding with Qth October A!'J). 1835J. 

(Signed) Jhalla Ciiundkrsixjee, 

And lor him by KooeR Wukutsingjee. 


No. 2. 

Translation of a Letter from Juareja Soorajee, of Rajkot, to J. P. Wil¬ 
loughby, £tsq., Political Agent, dated Shrawun Vud \^th, Sumvut 1892 
(corresponding with 18//i Avgust A. P. 1836^. 

Your letter of the 20tli j^ne has been received. You have therein written 
that I am to pay a fine of Rs. 12,000. My circumstaBces are insufficient to 
enable me to pay this sum at once. 1 beg, therefore, you will do me the 
favour to settlg some way in which I ean do it. You have further written that 
1 am to inform you beforehand of births likely to take place in my family. 
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at three-fourths per cent, per mensem. Tlie liquidation of this debt iviil he 
provided for according to the former Mootalib (agreement), by tlie mortgage 
of the whole revenues of my Purguna, from which it will therefore be paid 
in full. 

On the termination of tlie period fixed for the 3rd instalment, nothing shall 
remain due to you. This agreement has been entered into in the presence of 
Captain Lang, Acting Political Agent on the part of the Honorable Company, 
and no difference will take place. In case 1 should make any, the British 
Government will maintain tlie engagement. • 

Magh Vud t>ih, Sunday, Sumvut 1892 ("corresponding with 1th February 
A. D. 1836J. 

In the handwriting of IIamjee Narronjee, signed by Jiiareja Soorajee. 

(True translations) 

(Signed) W. liANU, 

Acting Political Agent. 


Memorandum by .1. P. VViLLouniiHY, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay., 

1. Under the authority of the liight Honorable the Governor, 1 proceed 
to offer a few remarks upon (Captain Lang’s letter of the 11th of February last, 
reporting the removal of the attachment which W'as imposed upon the Talooka 
of Rajkot, in csinsequence of the Chief having been convicted of tho 
crime of Infanticide, under the circumstances detailed in my report of tho 
12th April 1835. 

2. The Chief having paid the fine of Rs. 12,000, and having complied 
with all the other conditions which Government thought fit to prescribe to 
guard against the repetition of his grievous offence, the removal of the attach¬ 
ment was a very proper proceeding. 

3. Although it would have been better thuc the Chief called upon his 
former Ministers to render an account of their administration before they 
quitted his territory, still L think they should not be allowed to refuse to 
render such an account even at this late period, and tlie mode proposed 
by Captain Lang in the 3 m 1 paragraph of his i jport, for effecting a settlement, 
appears unobjectionable. 

4. 1 am well acquainted with the person named Motee Paruk, who had 
been selected by the Chief to succeed as Minister, and from his general 
respectability of character, and the influence he {losscsses, 1 have little doubt 
that he will in a very short period extricate the Chief of Rajkot from the 
embarrassments in which, ^om the mismanagement of his affairs, he is at 
present involved. 1 think the honorary present which Cajitain Lang recom¬ 
mends should be made to Motee Paruk would be well bestowed, and increase 
his usefulness. 

6. The securities afforded by the Chief of Rajkot, for the discontinuance 
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of the inhuman practice of Infanticide within his Talooka, are, I think, unex> 
ceptionable. I originally proposed that he should be required to furnish the 
security of two Chiefs of his own tribe, but, on reconsidering the subject, I 
thought it advisable to make the modification noticed in the 4th paragraph 
of Captain Lang’s letter, which 1 doubt not the Board will be pleased to 
approve. Our best security, however, for the complete extinction of the 
revolting custom, is the vigilance of our Agent in compelling the Jharejas to 
adhere to their engagement for its renunciation. 

6. The letter to my address from the Chief of Rajkot, accompanying 
Captain Lang’s despatch (enclosure No. 2), furnishes reasonable grounds for 
hope that he is in some degree sensible of the enormity of the offence wliich 
he committed, and that he is resolved henceforward to renounce the diabolical 
custom. 1 am happy to be able to state that before I left Kattywar the Chief 
acted up to that part of the present engj^ement requiring him to apprise the 
Agent of any expected birth in his family. He gave me this information 
some time before the event took place, and 1 was then enabled to adopt 
measures to satisfy myself of the result. This is the more satisfactory because, 
although the precaution was both called for and justified in consequence of 
Soorajee having been convicted of Infanticide, the measure in itself must be 
highly offensive and humiliating to the feeling of a Rajpoot. 

7. With respect to the arrangement concluded by Captain Lang for the 
liquidation of the debt due to the bankers through whom the Rajkot tribute 
has for several years past been paid, and amounting to Rs. 45,000, I think, 
under the actual circumstances of the case, it should be approved and confirm¬ 
ed. 1 have no doubt that a strict examination of the accounts would have 
enabled us to reduce the amount of debt we have really guaranteed very 
considerably, because part of the sum above mentioned is undoubtedly com¬ 
posed of private advances to the Chief, unauthorised by the engagement 
guaranteed. 

8. Taking, however, into consideration the important advantage which will 
be derived by the Chief, from the bankers having consented that the debt, 
which now bears interest at the rate of twelve per cent, per annum, should 
become a non-interest debt, payable by instalments, I am of opinion that in 
this instance the great irregularity of public and private pecuniary transactions 
being blended in the same account, should be overlooked. 

9. In order, however, to check this practice for the future, of which I 
discovered several instances during my agency in Kattywar, I would recom¬ 
mend that the Political Agent should be directed to issue a notification, 
strictly forbidding it hereafter, and declaring that any person hereafter proved 
to have inserted private loans in a guamnteed account will forfeit our guaran¬ 
tee in consequence. ^ He might be further directed to insert a clause to this 
effect in any Uamee or security bonds which he may hereafter have occasion 
to guarantee. 

10. The non-exaction of Hamee or security for payment of the Rajkot 
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tribute tor the future may be approved, but the Agent should be directed to 
be vigilant in compelling the Uaja to furnish security each year for payment of 
tlje same, and the instalment of the guaranteed debt, before he applies the 
resources of his Talooka to his own use. 

11. The proceedings of Captain Lang in effecting the settlements adverted 
to in this memorandum appear to merit the highest commendations of 
Government. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoitchby, 

July 1836, Secretary to (Government, 


Minute ly the Rigfit Honorable the (Governor, concurred in by the Boards 

dated \3th July 1836. 

I approve and adopt* Mr, Willoughby’s memorandum generally. 

(Signed) II. Grant. 

J. Ironside, 

13(/i Jidy 1836, • J. Parish, 


PVom .T. P. WiLBOUGiiBY, Esq., Political Agent, Kattywar, 

To C. Norris, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Hated Jlajhut, \0th September 1835. 

Sir, —I have the honour to submit, for the consideration of the Right 
Honorable the Governor in Council, another case of Infanticide in this province, 
which has recently been detected, and clearly substantiated. 

2. It occurred between three and four months ago, and the person who, 
committed it is .Tharcja Veerajee, of Khureesra, a dependant of Jhareja Doon- 
gnrjee, the Chief of that place. I r,egret to ad 1, that the latter had endea¬ 
voured to screen his dependant, and, consequently, has justly forfeited the 
marks of favour which I suggested should be bestowed upon him in my report 
on Infanticide dated 27th September 1834. 

3. In consequence of^tcmporaiy indisposition on my part, this investiga¬ 
tion was commenced t..hd conducted with his usual ability by my Assistant,^ 
Captain Lang. 

4. Tlie case was first brought to my notice by the receipt of a letter purporting 
to come from the Chief of Khureesra, but in reality written by a Mehta, named 
Judooram. This letter reported that three Jhareja females had recently 
been born and preserved in the district of Khureesra ; and further stated that 
" Jhareja Veerajee had pliably had a daughter.” It was, however, accom¬ 
panied by a memorandum from the Mehta, fairly stating that Veerajee’s child 

• 

* Instructions to the effect suggested by Mr. Willoughby were accordingly issued to tho 
Political Agent in Kattywar on the.9tb August 1836, * 
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liad been put to death. Translations of both these documents are recorded 
on the proceedings* under date the 22nd ultimo. 

6. Three women were alleged to have been present, but the names of tw^;; 
only were given : one of these, Hoorbace, when examined by Captain Lang 
on the 16'th August, disavowed all knowledge of the transaction, but stated 
that she heard “ a male child had been born, which di^d immediately after birth 
from bleeding at the nose.” In her re-examination before me (25th August), 
she persevered in this statement; but her evidence is, nevertheless, corrobora¬ 
tive of the accusation, because she stated her information was derived from 
the aunt of the accused; and as tlic latter even admits a daughter was born, 
it is evident that some cause existed why the aunt attempted to deceive the 
witness in regard to the sex of the infant. 

6. Another woman, named Manbaee Khojee in her first examination before 
Captain Lang (IGth August), although it was subsequently proved that she 
officiated as midwife on the occasion, disavowed all knowledge on the subject, 
further than that about two months and a half before, she had heard a son 
had been born, and had died from the cause stated by the preceding witness. 
She had, further, the hardihood to assert that the Jharejas never employed 
midwiyes, lest - uses of Infanticide should transpire on their information. 

7. At this stage of the inquiry, the case was fully brought to light by one 
of those accidental circumstances which frequently aid the detection of 
guilt, in such a manner as may be deemed almost providential. Tl)e wit¬ 
ness Manbaee being detained at Ilajkot, her husband, an old man of about 
sixty, who happened to be al)sent from Khureesra when she was summoned, 
came in search of her. Caj)tain Lang promptly examined this man, and 
elicited from him the following important facts :—That about two months be¬ 
fore, a daughter was born in Vecrajee’s house, when his wife attended as 
midwife; that the infant, having been washed, was placed by the side of its 
mother, and a little Goor (molasses) mixed with water given to it. Finally, 
that his wife did not inform him of anything improper that occurred, but that 
three days after the child was born, he heard that the body of an infant had 
been dragged from an Ookurda or dunghill, which was suspected to be 
Veerajee’s. 

8. Manbaee was now re-examined, and with some hesitation admitted 
that when the child was born she was sent for; that the birth had, however, 
taken place before she arrived ; that two female relations of Veerajeetold her 
a male child had been born, and had died immediately; that such was the 
report circulated, but that every person in the town was aware a daughter had 
been born and had been destroyed. 

9. Up to this time the witness was not aware of her husl^and being at 
Rajkot, much less of the information he had afibrded, and it was evident that 

P 

* These proceedings, being voluminous, arc omitted from this Selection: their substance 
is contained in this letter. 
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from fear she had not yet stated the truth. They were now, however, 
confronted, when the wife became more assured, and made the following 
^atemcnt:—“ One evening, just after dark, I was called to attend Veerajee's 
wife. A daughter was born. I informed the mother, and she said it should 
be preserved. I did what is usual on such occasions, and placed the infant 
on a chair near the mothpr’s cot. When the child was born, two of Veerajee’s 
female relations were the only other persons present, one of whom gave it 
some Goor and water. I thought it was Goor, and not opium, because it was 
intended to preserve the child. I returned home ; but the following morning, 
when I proceeded to Veerajee’s house, I observed iho chair on which I 
placed the child turned upside down. Upon this, I observed to the mother, 
‘ You said you would preserve the child, what is this ?’—when she replied, 
* What was the use; I could not afford it; so what was to be done ?’ When 
this conversation occurred, no other person was present.” 

10. Both these witnesses were afterwards re-examined by myself. The 
only additional circumstance elicited from the husband was, that the dunghill 
from which the remains of an infant were dragged out by a dog belonged to 
Veerajee, which naturally fastened suspicion ugon him. The wife repeated 
all the principal facts she had deposed to before Captain Lang, adding,— 
“You ask me about the killing of the child ; the whole town is aware it was 
killed. Veerajec’s wife was attended in her confinement by her sister, who 
was summoned for the purpose from another village. She was accompanied 
by a little girl of the age of ten or twelve.” This last fact will, in the sequel, be 
found of material importance. 

11. Before dismissing this part of the evidence, I deem it right to make 
two observations,—Isf, that the revolting circumstance of Veerajee’s child 
having been dragged out of the dunghill has not been established ; 2ndj that 
although the midwife stated truly the infant was destroyed, perhaps, to 
avoid implicating herself, she had given a false account of the time when the 
barbarous deed was committed, and has concealed the real circumstances 
attending it. 

12. To proceed,—^Walbaee, another witness, in her examination before 
Captain Lang, denied all knowledge of the subject, except that she heard a 
son was born, which died immediately after birth, from bleeding at the nose. 
Before me, however, she acknowledged a daughter was bom; that a slave girl 
named Jeewee informed her it was destroyed ; and that the whole town of 
Khureesra were aware of the circumstance. It is evident tliat the three women, 
Iloorbaee, Manbaec, and Walbaee, came prepared with a preconcerted story, 
the falsehood of which was accidentally exposed by the husband of Manbaee. 

13. The jiccused was n^ sent for, and informed of the charge against him, 
which he stoutly denied. He admitted having had a daughter two or three' 
months after the last Hoolee (which festival fell on the 15th March 1835), but 
asserted that -it died immediately after birth, from hemorrhage at the nose ; 
adding that he had had five sons which had died in a similai^ manner. He 
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stated that he was absent from home when the birth occurred, and, in the first 
instance, asserted he did not visit his house for six or eight days after tlie 
occurrence, but finally acknowledged he did so the same evening. At first he 
said he did not know who was present at the birth, but afterwards corrobomted 
the midwife’s evidence upon this point. He was required to send for one of 
these persons, but has evaded doing so, although such attendance might have 
been effected without much violence to tlie prejudices of his caste regarding 
the appearance of their women in public. Finally, he has made no attempt 
whatever to produce evidence to refute the charge, which he might easily have 
done had it been false. 

14. I now beg to call attention to the examination before me of the Mehta 
through whose mentorious exertions this case of Infanticide has been disco¬ 
vered. He admits that the letter referred to in paragraph 3 was dictated 
by him without the authority of the Chief in whose name it professes to be 
written, but alleges that the information it contains was derived from the 
Chiefs mother. This lady being at Rajkot, I deputed -my Native agent to 
interrogate her on the subject, and the result of her examination is recorded 
on the proceedings. In this she denies having ever authorised the Mehta to 
report that Vfiajec’s child had been destroyed, asserting, on the contrary, 
that it died a natural death. 

15. Further inquiry, therefore, appeared necessary on this point; and as the 
Mehta had mentioned the name of the person who was the channel of com¬ 
munication on the occasion, he was sunmioned. Fortunately this person is 
altogether unconnected with the parties implicated. He is a Rajpoot of the 
Jhalla tribe, and has for some time past been residing at Khureesra, taking 
care of a mare and foal belonging to his master, who resided at Bhorka, and 
is connected by marriage with the Chief of Khureesra. This man deposed 
that he heard “ that Veerajee’s wife gave birth to a daughter, and that it was 
put to death; that the Mehta Judoorain^sent him to make inquiries of the wife 
of Doonguijee, the Chief of Khureesra, and she acknowledged the fact, 
without stating the manner in which the death of the infant was efiected. 
The circumstance is known to all the inhabitants of Khureesra: they are 
afraid to inform; but why should I conceal so great a Pap (sin) ? ” 

16. In his examination, tlie Mehta also alluded to a woman named Kessur, 
residing at Khureesra, capable of affording information on the subject, and she 
was likewise summoned and examined. At first, this witness denied having 
ever stated the infant was destroyed, but asserted that it died a natural 
death, after having lived eight days. On being confronted with the Mehta, 
however, she confessed that she did inform him of the murder, and stated 
** that she derived her information from the mother of the infant, and that the 
occurrence was the talk of the whole town.” She explained that in the first 
instance she was afraid to speak the truth, lest her quaster (t. e. the Chief of 
Khureesra) should get into difficulty on account of what had happened. I 
consider this woman’s evidence to be trustworthy, and, as ffir as it extends, 

6.3 G 
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important; the first, because it was given reluctantly ; the second, because 
her situation as a domestic in the Chiefs family afforded her opportunities of 
becoming acquainted with what had happened. 

17. It may almost appear to have been superfluous my still persevering in 
this inquiry after having obtained such a strong body of evidence in support of 
the only facts of real importance to prove, viz. that the wife of the accused 
was delivered of a daughter, and that it was destroyed. Too great caution, 
however, cannot be observed in conducting investigations of this kind, because 
the ordinary rules and principles of judicial inquiries cannot be rigidly adhered 
to. It must be obvious that cases of Infanticide can only be established by 
the servants and dependents of those guilty of them. It is therefore essential, 
for their protection, that their names should in many instances be concealed, 
to prevent their being exposed to the vengeance and resentment of their mas¬ 
ters. It must also be equally obvious that nothing is more easy to advance 
than an accusation of Infanticide, and it becomes the more imperative upon 
the Agent to adopt every precaution in his power to guard against an innocent 
man becoming the victim of enmity and malice, lie must even take care lest 
his zeal in the cause of humanity should warp his judgment; lest his natural 
and great anxiety to detect instances of a barbarous practice, known to exist, 
should induce him to give too ready credence to accusations of this kind, and 
to the evidence by which they are supported, so as to enable him effectually 
to suppress the diabolical custom, by combining the system of rewards with a 
few examples of signal punishment. These remarks apply more in a general 
point of view than to the individual case under report, and are offered in sup¬ 
port of my opinion that such inquiries should never be abandoned until all the 
evidence within reach has been obtained. 

18. It was, however, by accident only that additional evidence was obtained 
in the case under report. When I was about to close the inquiry, a woman 
named Tejoo, accompanied the two witnesses whose testimony is summed up 
in the 15th and 16th paragraphs. Having ascertained that she was a domestic 
servant in the house of the Chief of Khureesra, I examined her. At first she 
declared that Vecrajee’s child lived ten days. On being, however, admonished 
to speak the truth, and after having received assurances of protection, she said 
she w'ould do so, provi le(l her examination was conducted in private, and that 
her name should not be published. To this I assented, when, without hesita¬ 
tion, she made the following statement, which was afterwards most fully cor¬ 
roborated by the little girl named as her informant;— 

“ My first statement was dictated by fear. When Veerajee’s wife was about 
to be confined, her sister (called the Patla Sasoo) was summoned from another 
village to assist on the ocllsion. A daughter was born. Two other women 
besides the Patla Sasoo were present. When the infant was bom, the Patla 
Sasoo placed it between two tiles, with the after-birth on its mouth: this is 
the usual way in which the daughters of the Jhareja tribe are put to death. 
This is the second time a daughter of Veerajee’s has been destroyed. The 
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Patla Sasoo buried the infentina corner of a cattle-shed adjoining Veerajee’S 
house. This occurred about five months since. I am acquainted with the 
circumstances, because I reside with the Jharcjas. The midwife Manbaee 
arrived after the birth had taken place.” In her cross-examination, the witness 
furtherstated,—“ Veerajee, the father of the child, was sleeping in the veranda 
when it was bom; his brother Hallarjee was with him. He recommended that 
the infant should be preserved, apprehending the consequences ; but Veerajee, 
awaking, gave orders for its destruction. A slave girl named VValoree, of about 
ten or twelve years of age, accompanied the Ihitla Sasoo to Khureesra, and 
it was from her I learnt the above particulars the day after the child was born. 
In the first instance, she attempted to deceive me, by stating a still-born son 
had been produced; but finally informed me as above. The birth occurred at 
midnight.” 

19. On reference to paragraph 10 it will be seen that the witness Manbaee 
likewise deposes to the fact of a little girl of the age of ten or twelve years having 
accompanied the Patla Sasoo to Khureesra. I now, therefore, despatched a 
confidential agent to the village where she resided, about twenty miles from 
llajkot, with strict injunctions not to permit her to hold any communication 
whatever with the ])ersons who^had been previously examined. This was 
accordingly done ; and, in her examination before me, she entirely confirmed 
every part of Tejoo’s evidence, with the exception of that part of it where she 
stated the father ordered the child to be destroyed, in opposition to the advice 
of his brother Hallarjee. 

20. The charge being thus clearly established against Veerajee, it now 
remains for me to suggest the punishment that should be inflicted. The cir¬ 
cumstances of the case would justify very severe penalties : the accused, per¬ 
sonally, is not a fit object of clemency ; no plea exists in mitigation of his 
offence, for he cannot even urge inattention on our part in enforcing the 
agreements of his tribe to renounce Infanticide. The offence certainly occurred 
within the last five months, and I may •safely say no subject has during the 
last three years engaged so much attention at Rajkot as that of Infanticide. 
He must have seen people deputed to his district to take a census of Jhareja 
females; and he must have been aware that the whole of the Rajkot 

possessions had been placed under attachment on account of the 
commission of a like offence. He has, therefore, sinned against all these 
warnings, and, could I separate the individual from the impression likely to 
be produced on the whole tribe generally, I should have no hesitation in 
recommending protracted imprisonment, involving removal to a distant gaol 
or even transportation, as the most suitable punishment that could be 
awarded. 

21. I confess, however, I entertain doubts whether such severity would 
operate beneficially, and tend to the ultimate extinction of the practice; and; 
after mature consideration, I beg to propose that Veerajee should be sentenced 
to suffer tweRe months' ordinary imprisonment in the Rajkot gaol; and to 
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pay a fine of Rs. 3,000, or in default thereof to suffer imprisonment for the 
further period of two years; and finally, on his release, to furnish security 
that he will abstain from Infanticide hereafter. 

22. The fine proposed is, I believe, far beyond Veerajee’s means to pay ; 
but the Chief of Khureesra has evinced a warm interest in his behalf, and will, 
in all probability, come forward to assist him. Be this as it may, if he is 
unable to atone fur his ofl'cncc by payment of this fine, he should be made to 
do so in person. 

23. I deeply regret to be obliged to state that I consider the Chief of 
Khureesra so far implicated in Veerajee’s offence that, with a full knowledge 
of it, he failed to report it to me, although bound to do so by his engage¬ 
ments. 1 believe the Mehta Judoorara’s statement that one of the Chief’s 
female relations acknowledged that the infant was destroyed, corroborated as 
it is by the evidence of the Jhalla Rajpoot, named Natha Jetha; but independent 
of this fact, there is other evidence recorded on the proceedings, proving that 
the destruction of the infant was known in the Chief's family. It is impos¬ 
sible to suppose, therefore, that he himself was ignorant, and his manner and 
behaviour, when examined before me, confirm my belief to the contrary. 

24. Under ordinary circumstances, the Chief would be justly liable to fine, 
for having tacitly permitted one of his dependents to commit Infanticide, with¬ 
out reporting the occurrence to the Agent. It will, however, be in the recol¬ 
lection of Government, that in consequence of the favourable result exhibited 
in the return of Jhareja females from the district of Khureesra, I recommended 
that a remission of tnbute and an honorary present should be granted to this 
Chief. These marks of favour were sanctioned in your letter dated the 22nd 
of November 1834, and the Chief was duly apprised of them. Fortunately, 
however, no opportunity has intermediately occulted for bestowing them. 
They have been justly forfeited by the Chief’s attempt to screen Vecrajee ; 
and though I do it with reluctance, I beg to recommend that they be cancelled, 
and in this case no other punishment ueed be awarded. 

25. The merit of the Mehta Judooram, in bringing Veerajee’s crime to light, 
is very conspicuous, and requires to be proportionately rewarded. He is the 
Vukeel of the Chief of Khureesra, a situation which he will most probably lose 
in consequence of having<^informcd against a dependent of his master. For 
this, and otlier reasons', I do not think a reward of Rs. 800 greater than he is 
entitled to, which I beg to recommend accordingly, from the Infanticide Fund. 

26. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council will perceive, at the 
close of the annexed proceedings, that Veerajee has, pending the receipt of 
instructions, been committed to the Rajkot gaol. His commitment appears to 
have created just that sens^on in the country which is desirable. The com¬ 
munity, and particularly, I am informed, those tribes who marry their daugh¬ 
ters to the Jharejas, view the measure with satisfaction, and as an earnest 
^ our determination effectually to suppress the revolting practice. A few 
ijays after Veerajee was committed, a deputation of such members of his 
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caste as happened to he at Rajkot, aided by Dewajee, the uncle of the 
present Chief of Moorvee, a most respectable man, came to me for the 
purpose of interceding in his behalf, and to request that I would release 
him on security until the receipt of the orders of Government. In declin¬ 
ing to comply with their lequest, I did not fail to embrace so fcivouTable 
an opportunity of explaining, in open Kucheree, the views and intentions of 
Government upon the subject of Infanticide ; of inveighing against the enor¬ 
mity of the custom; and of exhorting them individually and collectively to aid, 
by every means in their power, in effecting its abolition. 1 think I succeeded 
in exciting a favourable impression, and it was satisfactory to observe that the 
deputation made no attempt whatever either to deny Vecrajee’s guilt, or to 
palliate it. 

27. In conclusion, I take the liberty to request the instructions of the 
Right Honorable the Governor in Council upon this case as early as may be 
practicable. The Political Agent’s Court of Criminal Justice is about to be 
convened, and as this willUraw a large concourse of persons to Rajkot, I think 
a good effect would be produced if the sentence against Veerajee is published 
when the Court is sitting, and in the presence of as many persons as can with¬ 
out inconvenien-re be collected together. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J, P. Willoughby, 

Rajkot, 10</4 September 1835. Political Agent. 


From C. Norris, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, 

To the Political Agent, Kattywar. 

Dated Bombay Castle, 9t7t October 1836. 

Sir,*— I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 10th ultimo, with enclosures, 
reporting a case of Infanticide committed by Jhareja Veerajee, of Khureesra, 
and of your proceedings thereon. 

2. The Governor in Council is of opinion that you acted quite right in 
pursuing the investigation, even after you were in possession of proofs which, 
in ordinai*y cases, would have seemed abundant. The subject of inquiry was a 
family transaction of the darkest and most secret nature. The particulars 
could be known only from the mouths of relatives, domestics, or dependents. 
The evidence of necessity consisted in a great measure of hearsay. The pecu¬ 
liarity of the jurisdiction exercised precluded many of the ordinary forms of 
justice. Under these circumstances, too much cafe could not be bestowed in 
obtaining the materials of judgment. 

3. With regard tq the punishment to be inflicted on the offender, the ulti¬ 
mate and corrected view taken by you on the subject is, in the opinion of the 
Governor in Council, a just one. The object of human punishment not being 
the infliction *of vindictive pain, but simply the prevention of crime, and this 
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effect being chiefly to be produced by the impression created on others, this last 
consideration, and not the actual criminality of the offender, should predo¬ 
minate in measuring out the penalty awarded. It appears to the Governor in 
Council that by undergoing an imprisonment of twelve months, by having to 
pay a fine of Rs. 3,000 on pain of a further imprisonment for two years, 
and by being obliged to furnish security that he will never again be guilty of 
Infanticide, Veerajee will be adequately punished for all the purposes of 
example. 

4. The Chief of Khureesra, by conniving at the crime of Veerajee, or at 
least by screening him, has lamentably forfeited the character which the dimi¬ 
nution of the practice of Infanticide under his sway had proemed for him, and 
has deserved to lose the advantages, both pecuniary and honorary, with which 
Government at your suggestion was prepared to mark its sense of his merits. 
The Governor in Council concurs with you in thinking that to withhold from 
him these rewards will be felt as a sufficient punishment; and at the same time 
the privation in this case will enhance the value of the similar marks of favour 
bestowed in other instances. 

f). The Governor in Council sanctions the reward of Rs. 800 from the 
Infanticide Fund to the Mehta through whose exertions the crime of Veerajee 
was detected. You will, however, inform this person, that his letter giving 
notice of the Infanticide ought to have been written in his own name. For 
what purpose he gave it the semblance of a communication from the Chief 
of Khureesra does not appear It is admitted that he had no authority to use 
that Chiefs name, and he could hardly have supposed that the simulation 
should not be discovered. But whatever purpose, temporary or ultimate, he 
intended to answer, by this well-meant fraud, he rather created than avoided 
difficulty, by resorting to it,—thus only furnishing another proof that the 
interests of truth are inseparably blended with those of justice. 

6. As your lettei shows it to be fully in your recollection that eveiy exer¬ 
tion should be used to protect the witnesses, on whose testimony Veerajee has 
been convicted, from the resentment of that person and of his patron the 
Chief of Khureesra, I am directed merely to allude to that topic. 

7. In conclusion, the Right Honorable the Governor in Council instructs 
me to express the higl^ sdhse entertained by Government of the zeal, acute¬ 
ness, and success with which both yourself and Captain Lang have followed 
out this painful and disgusting inquiry, and established the guilt of the party 
accused. 

8. You will be pleased to report whether or not the fine of Rs. 3,000 ia 
realised. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) C. Norris, 

Chief Secretary, 


Bombay Castlef October 1835. 
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From J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To C. Norris, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated Rajkotf 16^A September 1835. 

Sir, —I have the honour to submit, for the consideration of the Right 
Honorable the Governor in Council, another case of Infanticide committed 
in this province. 

2. Having received information inducing me to believe that this case had 
occurred, I deputed the person who has been entrusted with the Jhareja ccn> 
sus in progress, to make inquiries upon the subject. 

3. On his arrival, the family who committed it (alarmed, as it would ap¬ 
pear, by the measures adopted in the case of Jhareja Veerajee, reported in 
my letter of the 10th instant) voluntarily came forward and confessed the 
crime, in the hope that mercy would be extended to them, but without receiv¬ 
ing any promise of pardon. 

4. From the depositions recorded on my proceedings, the Right Honor¬ 
able the Governor in Council will perceive that the offence was committed 
between fifteen and eighteen months ago. The father of the child, a youth of 
weak intellect, uoes not appear to have been concerned in the murder, since 
his father, the Jhareja named Bugwanjee, admits that the infant was destroyed 
by his orders. The destr^tion of the child is further confirmed by the evi¬ 
dence of the two Jharejas named Deengajee and Sujajec. 

6, Jhareja Bugwanjee is the only person I consider deserving of punish¬ 
ment ; but I think it advisable to recommend that he should be very leniently 
dealt with,— 1st, because the offence was committed previous to the detection 
of the Rajkot case, and, consequently, before the warning that case afforded 
to the Jhareja community of our fixed determination to suppress the practice 
of Infanticide ; and, 2nd, in consideration of the delinquent’s confession. It 
is true that this confession has originated in alarm for the consequences, but 
1 do not think it likely that one who has thus acknowledged the ofience and 
its turpitude will again be guilty of it. 

6. The family implicated in this offence are in very impoverished circum¬ 
stances, and quite unable to pay a fine of considerable amount. Having taken 
all the above circumstances into consideration, I beg to suggest that Jhareja 
Bugwanjee be sentenced to pay a fine of Rs. 100, or, in default of payment 
thereof, to suffer three months’ imprisonment in the Rajkot gaol ; and in 
either case to be required to furnish security to abstain from the practice 
herea^r. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Political Agent. 


Rajkot, \Qth October 1835. 
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Rajkotf 9lh September 1835.—Moonshee Ghoolam Mahomed, the person 
appointed to take the Jhareja census, suggested in my report on Infanticide 
dated the 24th September 1834, was this day instructed to proceed to 
Lodeeka, for the purpose of ascertaining, if possible, whether Jhareja 
Deengajec had put his daughter to death, a rumour to this effect having 
reached me. 

14^7/ September 1835.—The Moonshee returned, and reported that, accord¬ 
ing to the above order, he pioceeded to the village of Mowa; Jhareja Bugwanjee, 
the father of the accused, came to him, and said,—Suppose a person who 
has committed some fault proceeds to the Agent, acknowledges it, and asks 
pardon, will such be extended ?” He replied,—“lam not authorised to answer 
this question, or to give assurances; but Government will be pleased 
that you speak the truth.” Upon this, Bugwanjee said,—“ We have com¬ 
mitted a fault against Government: we will, however, confess before the 
Agent, and ask forgiveness.” 1 asked him what offence he alluded to, when 
he said,—“ About fifteen months ago a daughter was bom in the house of 
my son, which was destroyed; you have come on the part of the Agent to 
make inquiries; go and inform him.” 

Q.—Was Jhareja Bugwanjee aware that susp||^on existed against his son 
before he communicated to you the above particulars ? 

A. —I do not know. 

Q .—Did you hold out to him any promise of pardon to induce him to 
confess ? 

A. —No, I did not; I told him I had no authority to do so. 

Q.—^Who were present when he made the above communication ? 

A ,—His son Decngajee, and his brother Siijajee. 

Q.—Did they take part in the conversation ? 

A. —Both said that what Bugwanjee had stated was true. 

Q.—Did you ascertain how the child was destroyed, and who was present 
on the occasion ? 

A. —I asked this, but Bugwanjee observed,—“ Do not make inquiries on 
this point; it is sufBcie.it1that we confess the deed.” 

Sent a horseman to Mowa to bring the three prisoners above alluded to, to 
Rajkot. 

\5th September. —Jhareja Bugwanjee Veersajee, aged forty-five, shareholder 
of the village of Mowa, Talooka Lodeeka, deposes as follows:— 

When the Moonshee ctf^e to Mowa, I asked whether Government would 
pardon a fault (Bhool), if it was acknowledged: he replied he was a servant, 
and could not make any promise. I then referred to the case of Jhareja 
Veerajee, of Khureesra^J to his fruitless denial of the charge of having 
put his daughter to death, and the punishment inflicted upon him; and 
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stated, that being thus warned, I desired to confess my fault, after which it 
rested with Government to kill or preserve me. The Moonshee asked me 
what offence 1 had committed, and 1 told him the daughter of my son Deen- 
gajee had been destroyed. 

* Q. —How long ago did this occur ? 

A. —About eighteen months ago. 

Q. —Where were you at the time ? 

A. —I was at llajkot, whither I had gone to purchase grain. 

Q.—Who was present ? 

A. —The women were present; the wife of a Sindee, named Nathoo, acted as 
midwife; they have left my village, and I do not know where they have gone to. 

Q. —How was the child destroyed ? 

A. —Opium was given to it about three hours after it was born. 

Q. —When you confessed to the Moonshee, were you aware that informa¬ 
tion had been obtained of the destruction of Deengajee’s child ? 

A. —N'o, I was not; I confessed because the fate of Veerajee alarmed me. 
The killing of our daughter, I am aware, is a great sin. It shall not occur 
again for the next seven generations. If my son henceforward has any 
children, they shall be preserved, whether male or female. 

Jhareja Decngajee, aged twenty-two, son of the preceding witness, residing 
at Mowa, states as follows:— 

About fifteen months since, my wife was delivered of a daughter ; my wife, 
1?ootcebaee, put it to death ; I do not know in what manner the child was 
destroyed. 

Q. —By whose orders was the child destroyed ? 

A, —I do not know. 

Confronted the father and the son, when the former confesses that the infant 
was destroyed by his orders; and states that his son is half-witted, and of 
weak intellect. This certainly appears to be the case. 

Jhareja Sugajee Wursajee, aged twenty-five, shareholder of Mowa, brother 
to the first and uncle to the second witness, states as follows :— 

Between fifteen and eighteen months ago, Jhareja Deengajee’s wife had a 
daughter, which was destroyed. I will not speak falsely. 

Q.—Where were you at the time ? 

A. —I was at Mowa. 

Q.—Who attended Deengajee’s wife ? 

A. —I do not know* 

Q ,—^Who told you the infant was destroyed ? 

A, —My brother Bugwanjee informed me. I observed to him it was very 
Wrong; as long as F live it shall not happen again. 

Q.—What induced you to acknowledge this great sin. 

.A.—‘We were afraid that we should lose our (Geeras) hereditary possessions^ 
tod hoped for pardon by confessing. 

64 G 
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Q .—Did the Moonshee make any promise of pardon to you ? 

A. —No, he did not; I will not speak false before you as Veerajee did. iTp 
to the present time minute inquiries respecting the killing of Jhareja daughters 
were not made; the destruction of Deengajee’s child occurred before they 
were instituted: now the custom will be abandoned, on account of the great 
scnitiny that is entered into. 

Permitted Jhareja Deengajee and Sugajee to return to their village, and ad¬ 
mitted Jhareja Bugwanjee to bail, on the responsibility of Jhareja Jessajee^ 
Chief of Lodceka, pending the receipt of the instnictions of Government. 

(Signed) J. P< WiLLOUoiiny, 
Political Agent. 


From C. Norris, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, 

To the Political Agent, Kattywar. 

Dated Domhay CastUy 9th October 1835. 

Sir, —I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
16th ultimo, No. 220, reporting another case of Female Infanticide, committed 
by the orders of a Jhareja named Bugwanjee. 

2. Painful as it is to receive accounts of the repetition of this execrable 
crime, the Right Honorable the Governor in Council hails this case as proving, 
even on the solemn depositions of the guilty parties themselves, that the 
meritorious exertions used for the repression of the practice, as exemplified in 
the matter of Veerajee, reported in your letter of the 10th ultimo, are already 
accomplishing the first great object of a vigilant administration of justice, 
namely that of bringing to light concealed delinquency. 

3. The Governor in Council agrees with you, that punishment should be 
awarded to the grandfather Bugwanjee alone, anr^ that it should be confined 
to the lenient infliction as recommended by you. 

4. Even the security for future good behaviour which is to be demanded of 
Bugwanjee, on the termination of his imprisonment, should be regulated as to 
its amount by his known circumstances, as otherwise he runs the risk of being 
confined for life. 

5. On this occasion, I am instructed to state, that in receiving as evidence 
the confessions of the guilty parties, the Governor in Council observes that 
the question is always asked whether the confession was elicited by any pro¬ 
mise of pardon. In the present case no promise of pardon was given, 
and of course no difficulty arose; but even had a promise of pardon or 
of lanlty been given, the G^emor in Council is of opinion that the evidence 
should not have been rejected. In the supposition that such a case may occur 
hereafter, the Governor in Council desires me to bring the point to your notice. 

6. It is a hi^ly technical rule which totally excludes oonfessiras so obtain¬ 
ed, and the Governor in Council does not wish to see it implicitly adopted 
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in investigations which, wanting many of the facilities of regular courts of 
justice, should not be hampered as a matter of course by all their restraints. 

7. The question admits of distinctions; but, generally speaking, the Go¬ 
vernor in Council is of opinion that confessions obtained by promises of favour 
stiould be admitted in evidence; but that unless there be fully sufficient 
evidence to convict the accused without them, the promise should always be 
taken into the account in dealing with the offender after conviction. 

8. You will be pleased to report whether or not the fine of Rs. 100 
is realised.* 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) C. Norris, 
_ Chief Secretary. 


From J. Erskine, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To the Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated Rajhoty 30<A June 1837. 

Sir, —1 have the honour to submit my report on Female Infanticide in 
Kattywar for the- years 1835 and 1836. 

2. The report overdue for 1835 was in preparation last September, it hav¬ 
ing been delayed till that time in order that I might submit to Government 
the result of a more mature and careful consideration of the steps that had 
already been taken for the ])urpose of its final extermination than I had it in 
my power to offer on my first arrival in this province, as well as propose the 
adoption of such others as circumstances appeared to require, and which 
would, in my opinion, most securely conduce to tliat desirable end, after a 
dispassionate consideration of the general question. The census was not quite 
ready, however, at that time, and my sickness and absence in Bombay have 
prevented me until now, for want of the records and other local information, 
from laying before Government the rafiort for the former year. I have, 
therefore, considered it best to incorporate the report for both years into one, 

* The proceedings at pages 480 to 493 having been reported to the Honorable the Court of 
Directors, that authority in reply, under date the 7th September 1836, observed as follows 
“ We observe that two more cases of Female Infanticide have been detected by Mr. Willough¬ 
by. In one case, the offence was discovered by the voluntary confession of the principal 
offender, and the punishment mflicted has, in consideration of this circumstance, been slight; 
in the other case, that of Jhareja Veerajee of Khiureesra, the crime was proved after a diligent 
investigation, and Veerajee was sentenced to twelve months’ imprisonment, and a fine of 
Rs. 3,000, or, in default thereof, a further imprisonment for two years. The Chief of Kbureesra 
having violated his engagements by not reporting Yeerajee’s offence, though fully informed 
of it, has been punished by withholding the remission of tribute to the amount of Rs. 1,000 
which you had proposed to grant, and the present of Ra. 100, which you had jnreviously resolved 
to bestow upon him as a mark of satisfaction at the favourable state of his Tslooka in regard 
to Infanticide. 

These proceedings were proper, and we perceive in the documents relating to them gratify¬ 
ing indications of a progressive change in the moral sentiments of the people on this subject. ” 
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which plan will not interfere with the principle on which I propose to frame 
this report, and which mode will, I trust, not be disapproved of by the Right 
Honorable the Governor in Council. 

3. Following, with a trifling deviation, the example of my predecessor, in 
his report of the 24th of September 1834, 1 shall divide this report into three 
separate heads. First, T shall notice the several cases of this crime which 
were brought to the notice of the Agent during the years under review, with 
the result of the investigation of each case, and the decision of Government 
thereon; second, 1 shall compare the census now completed with the returns 
which Mr. Willoughby obtained from the different Jhareja Chiefs, with the 
view of ascertaining the accuracy of the data on which he founded his report, 
and then, by a scrutiny of the state of the children born since the issue of 
Mr. Willoughby’s proclamation, deduce the result of that gentleman’s humane 
exertions both towards the object of the preservation of individual infants, and 
the more comprehensive one of the final abolition of this horrid practice; and 
histly, 1 shall offer such suggestions as my judgment dictates, as to the 
further means to be rcsoiled to in order to its final extinction, should the pre¬ 
sent plan, on examination, not appear to be adequate to its object. 

4. The first case since the renewal of the vigilance on the part of the 
British Government under the administration of its affairs by my predecessors, 
which was brought in a tangible form before the Political Agent, was that of 
Jhareja Soorajeo, the Chief of Rajkot, a British tributary, and one of the 
principal Jhareja Talookdars In the peninsula. After a careful investigation, 
conducted by Mr. Willoughby and Captain Lang conjointly, with as great 
delicacy as the nature of the case admitted of, the crime was clearly substan¬ 
tiated, by means of the midwife in attendance at the birth of the child, the 
slave girls waiting in a menial capacity, and some Brahmins, who were in 
attendance outside to note down the Mela or propitious moment, had a son 
been the offspring. Great reluctance was evident on the part of the witnesses, 
all being under the influence of the* despotic Chief, and great discrepancies 
occurred in their evidence. The Chief defended himself by asserting the 
fact of the birth of a female child, but which was not entered in the census in 
consequence of its having been premature, and that the midwife and the 
persons in attendance <!Duld prove the truth of his assertions. After more 
minute inquiry, the falsity of the evidence was proved, and, ultimately, one of 
the parties present confessed the murder, and explained the manner in which 
it was committed. The Chiefs conduct on a subsequent interview strongly 
confirmed his guilt, and his Talooka was placed under attachment until the 
pleasure of Government was known. The date of the commission of the 
off’ence was November liSS; the report to Government was made on the 
12th April 1835, and the answer dated 2nd June of the same year. By that 
decision, the Chief was fined Rs. 12,000; required to renew his engagements 
against Infanticide; to furnish the security of two or three of the principal 
Jhareja Chiefs ; to bind himself to report to the Political Agent any instance 
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of reputed birth in his family; to dismiss his evil advisers; and, finally, he was 
informed that a repetition of the offence would subject him to the forfeiture of 
his estate, and to such other punishment as Government might see fit to 
award. As 1 consider this to be the case which bears most materially on the 
subject under review, I shall have occasion presently to revert to it. The second 
case was that of Jhareja Veerajee, of Khureesra, who was, after a long and patient 
investigation by Mr. Willoughby and Captain Lang conjointly, convicted of the 
offence, committed in May or June 1835. lie was sentenced to twelve months* 
ordinary imprisonment, to pay a fine of Rs. 3,000, or in default thereof to suffer a 
further imprisonment for two years, and to furnish security against a repetition 
of the offence. (Report dated 10th September, and answer, 9th October 1835). 
The third case was that of Jhareja Deengajee, of Mowa, who was convicted 
of the crime, committed about fifteen months previous to the 16th September 
1835, when the report was signed, and the reply from Government was dated 
9th of October, when his father, Bugwanjee, being the person in fault, was 
fined Rs. 100, or in default thereof to suffer ordinary imprisonment, and to 
furnish security against a repetition of the crime. The fourth case was that of 
Jhareja Khengarjee, of the Tromba Bhyad, who nominally holds the situation 
ofBargecror " ieutenant to Soorajee, but is in reality that Chief’s principal 
adviser. The crime was not proved, but Government was pleased to order 
precautionary measures against the ofi'ence for the future. 1 shall have occa¬ 
sion to take notice of this case before I conclude this report. This was 
reported on the 14th December 1835, and replied to on the 18th March 1836 
following. The fifth case was one of a Jhareja called Dajee, of the village of 
Guddra, who was convicted of the crime, committed in September 1833. He 
was ordered to be fined Rs. 100, and to furnish security for the future. This 
was reported 2l8t December 1835, and answered 28th March following. 
The sixth case was that of Jhareja Seesabhaee, of Kotra Nyajee, which 
was not proved : security, however, was demanded from the chief Grasias 
of Kotra, and from himself, which was furnished. Reported 10th March, 
answered 9th July 1836. The seventh case was of Jharejas Ubhesing and 
Bugwanjee of Gunode, two of the Gondul Bhyads, which was not proved. The 
report was dated the 29th April, and answered 6th June 1836, when the 
accused were declared not guilty, and ordered to be informed of the same. 
The informer was a dischai^ed servant of the accused. I shall beg to call 
the attention of Government to this case subsequently. The eighth case 
was of Jhareja Bawajee, brother of the Shapoor Chief: it was reported 
on the 12th June, and answered 9th August 1836. The decision of Govern¬ 
ment was that there were great suspicions, but that nothing was proved, 
and that the principal Grasia of Shapoor was to renew his engagement 
for his brother, and the latter to furnish security. A fine of Rs. 50 was ordered 
to be levied from the Shapoor Chief, for not inserting the birth and death of his 
niece in the census. Acting upon the orders of Government, which sanctioned 
a severe fine* from all those Chiefs who neglected the oixlers issued in Mr. 
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Willoughby’s proclamation, I recommended Rs. 100 to be levied—^thesum 
likewise suggested by Captain Lang; but Government thought fit to reduce the 
fine to Rs. 50. I beg leave here to bring to the notice of Government that 
Government, in the reply to my report of this case, appeared to suppose that 
Captain Lang had not reported the case to me in the official form, which that 
assiduous officer duly did. My reasons for not forwarding his letter entire were, 
that tlie case was so clear in itself, and as I concurred in Captain Lang’s decision, 
I thought it needless to increase the bulk of the report by a repetition of Captain 
Lang’s sentiments and ray own; and second, because, in the concluding 
paragraph of that officer’s letter, he suggested a measure which I was not at 
that time prepared to express an opinion upon, which I thought would have 
been expected from me by Government had I brought it to their notice at that 
time, but which I intended in my general report to remark upon. This mea> 
sure shall be alluded to, with my opinion on the subject, when I proceed to 
discuss the coercive measures at present in force towards the su[)pression of 
the crime. I mention this circumstance, as I should be distressed to think 
that Government fancied that that officer, who has been such a zealous aider 
of the benevolent intentions of Government in this great cause, had so far 
relaxed his efforts as to treat a case which he had investigated in a desultory 
or superficial manner. The ninth case brought before the Political Agent was 
that of Jliareja Moteebaee, of the Moolccladeree Talooka. The case against 
him was clearly disproved, as the accouchement of his wife, which was said to 
have led to the commission of the crime, was clearly proved to have produced a 
son, still alive. The informer was a person related to the accused, who, on 
account of disputes, had gone out in Bharwuteea against his brethren, and the 
decision of Government was that he should be upbraided for his accusations. 
The tenth and eleventh cases were against the Jharejas of Gutka and Raj- 
poora, which were investigated, but abandoned for want of grounds upon 
which to found a judicial inquiry, though suspicions were very strong. These 
were not reported to Government. Twelfth, Jhareja Hallajee, of Rajkot, inves¬ 
tigated, but abandoned for the same reason. The last case in the two years 
under review was that against the son of Jhareja Dewajee, of Sujonpoor, uncle to 
the Chief of Moorvee, which was reported to Government on the 6th of October 
1836, and answered 16th of May 1837. The birth and death of a daughter were 
proved; but as six months, the time allotted by the proclamation, had not 
elapsed, nothing tangible was produced. Jhareja Dewajee was directed to be 
informed tliat he might have avoided the calumny by having reported the 
birth and death of his grand-daughter, and this decision was duly communi¬ 
cated to him. 

6. This terminates the Ifst of cases brought to the knowledge of the 
Britishiauthorities during the years under consideration but, as a scrutiny of 
the^'Cei^s will show, by no means presents an accurate picture of the scene of 

m»ity. 

The first part of the second head of my subject is to compose the returns 
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obtained by Mr. Willoughby from the Chiefs themselvesi with the actual 
survey now completed (with the exception of the Nowanugg^r Talooka)^ 
and thence to ascertain the correctness of the data on which Mr. Willoughby 
founded his observations and proposed his measures. Although the returns 
have been found to be in the case of some Talookas defective, yet it is 8atis<* 
factory to know that they were not liable to lead that gentleman into error by 
showing any very widely different state of the population from the correct one. 
Excluding children of one year and under, who were bom subsequently to the 
date of Mr. Willoughby’s returns, a comparison of the two documents sltows 
the following results 


Talookafl. 

Mr. Willoughby’s 
Returns. 

Present Census, exclude 
ing those of one Year 
and under. 

Dherol. 

Males. 

208 

Females. 

84 

Males. 

196 

Females. 

80 

Gondul. 

86 

44 

289 

85 

Moorvee. 

61 

7 

2.59 

38 

Bajkot. 

1.5 

3 

21 

5 

Brappa. 

67 

10 

84 

10 

Veerpoor. 

52 

10 

55 

13 

Mooleeladeree. 

63 

14 

36 

8 

Seesang Chandlcc . 

37 

13 

42 

15 

Satodur Wowree. 

38 

24 

74 

22 

Kotra Nyajee. 

24 

2 

28 

2 

Kcersura. 

12 

16 

30 

13 

Rajpoora. 

! 30 

2 

32 

2 

Jhallia. 

28 

11 

36 

8 

Mallia. 

16 

4 

31 

13 

Lodccka. 

HI 

2 

15 

2 

Mengnee. 

6 

6 

11 

6 

Paal. 

5 

1 

7 

2 

Bharwa . 

18 

2 

6 

2 

Veerwa. 

2 * 

• m 

2 

* • 

Kotaria . 

3 

I 

3 

1 

Shapoor . 

3 

. , 

12 

• • 

Wudalee. 

8 

1 

8 

1 

Kotra Sanganee. 

3 

1 

13 

3 

Kaksiallee . 

4 

2 

5 

2 

Mowa. 

2 

1 

3 - 

1 

Gowreedur. 

5 


8 

1 

Gutka. 

4 


4 

2 


From this it will be seen that the most defective returns were from Moorvec 
and Gondul ; from the former of which 198 males were left out of the return, 
and 31 females; from the latter, 203 males and 41 females. In the case of 
Gondul, the defective! state of the returns led Mr. Willoughby to think too 
favourably of Gondul; the difference being only but two to one in excess of 
males, while in reality the disproportion was nearly three and a half to one. 
in the case o^ Moorvee, the disproportion shown by the first return was 
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greatly similar to the truth, viz. upwards of eight to one. The return from 
Mooleeladeree showed 63 males and 14 females, whereas there are now 
living but 36 males and 8 females. In the Rajkot Talooka only 15 males were 
returned, whereas there are 21, who must all have been there at that time. 
The returns from Dherol were, it will be observed, nearly quite correct 
(although those furnished to Mr. Langford in 1829 were evidently false, 
exhibiting 71 females, whereas there are only now 88, and no casualties 
mentioned to have occurred), as well as from several of the smaller Talookas ; 
and any little difference that may be apparent in them is to be attributed, 1 
have no doubt, to the fluctuations in the population, from poor people 
occasionally altering their place of abode in search of subsistence. In no 
case, therefore, except in Gondul and Mooleeladeree, do the returns exhibit a 
more favourable state of the population than the actual survey now forwarded 
proves to have been warranted; and in those cases, the state of the disparity 
of the sexes established the fact of the practice of the crime from the showing 
of the parties themselves. 

7. The second part of this head consists in taking a view of the state of 
the population, as shown in the census to have been born from the date of the 
publication of Mr. Willoughby’s proclamation, viz. the end of 1834, up to tlie 
termination of the present census, about the middle of 1836. 


Maltii 



Males. 
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Total number of females living,— 


Widows. 4 

Married. 70 

Betrothed. 92 

Unbetrothed. 258 


Total.... 424 

Casualties since Mr. Willoughby’s returns : 

1 of 22 years of age. 

1 of 16 ditto. 

1 of 9 ditto. 

1 of 6 ditto. 

1 of 6 ditto. 

2 of 3 ditto. 

1 of 2 months old. 

I of 10 days old. 

9 

It appears, th ''.refore that there are 123 male Jharejas, of the s^e of one year 
and under, now alive, and 73 females. This must be admitted to be highly 
satisfactory to the cause of humanity, as proving that, in consequence of the 
measures put in force, 73 female infants have been preserved during the 
eighteen months immediately subsequent to the proclamation, upwards of 40 
of whom would, in the absence of Mr. Willoughby’s exertions, have met with 
inevitable destruction. The year before the publication of tlie census has a 
show of 102 males and only 20 females, evidencing that nearly 80 infants 
must have been put to death. But to pursue the scrutiny further, and from a 
more narrow inspection of it, a more satisfactory result even than the above, 
with respect to the prospect of the final extinction of the crime, becomes ap¬ 
parent, viz. that there is every hope that the two Talookas of Moorvee and 
Drappa have effected an abolition of the atrocious practice in their respective 
limits. There may have been isolated instances of the commission of the crime 
in the Moorvee Talooka, but the indigent, and it is to be hoped penitent, Grasias 
of Drappa, have at last vindicated their humanity from the bloody stigma. 
The Drappa Talooka shows an equality of the sexes during the year subse¬ 
quent to the publication of the proclamation, the numbers being 10 to 11, 
although, up to the proclamation, the disparity was 84 to 10. In the 
Moorvee Talooka, during that year, the numbers are 20 and 13; whereas 
in that district there were only 38 females in all saved up to the end of 1834. 
The state of the Gondul Talooka, J regret to say, is very melancholy; the 
numbers being 36 to IS in the year following the proclamation. In the smaller 
Talookas, many of which consist of only a few houses of Jharejas, there is 
hardly a female child preserved, Rajapoor being the worst. 

8. This brings me to the tAird part of my subject, viz. Ut, the consideration 
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of the measures which liavc been taken, and are now in force, towards the 
extinction of the crime, and the success which has attended them ; and, 2«cf, 
what are the further steps we have it in our power to pursue towards the 
accomplishment of the great end ? , 

9. The system at present in force for the suppression of Infanticide consists 
of measures of two distinct natures,— \st, coercive; and 2«rf, sumptuary. 

10. In Mr. Willoughby’s report of the 24th September 1834, the measures 
under the first head, which he recommended for adoption, were as follows :— 
A census to be taken of all the Jhareja population, specifying the number 
of families in each district, the names, ages, profession, and occupation of each 
member of the tribe, dividing the married from the unmarried. I’he Chiefs 
were to be required to afford every aid in their power in framing these tables. 
A great advantage Mr. Willoughby anticipated from the deputation of a person 
to frame this census was, the discovery of some cases of Infanticide for investiga¬ 
tion. Mr. Willoughby considered that it was scarcely necessary to observe 
that one instance of detection, followed by severe punishment, would contri¬ 
bute more to the extinction of the crime than any other measure that could be 
resorted to. The second provision was that every Jhareja Chief should be re¬ 
quired to furnish a half-yearly register of all marriages, betrothals, births, and 
deaths, occurring among his tribe residing in his district, and that if he omitted to 
do so, or furnished a false return, he should be severely fined. These registers 
were to be considered due on the 1st of January and the 1st of July in each 
year; though, Mr. Willoughby observed, that for some time to come complete 
regularity could not be expected, and want of it ought to be treated with some 
degree of indulgence. Mr. Willoughby considered that the person employed 
in taking the general census would be very useful in ensuring regularity in 
framing these returns; but that the great use in requiring them would be 
the constant reminiscence they would give to the Jharejas of their engage¬ 
ments, and of the resolution of the Bntish Go/ernment to compel their 
adherence to tliem. The third provision proposed by Mr. Willoughby, 
though classed under the head of coercive measures, cannot, strictly speaking, 
be said to belong to it. As, however, it has a close relation to this head, 
i think I ought here to notice it, viz. the dutj imposed on the Agent to fur¬ 
nish annually a report on this important subject. Mr. Willoughby, with his 
usual candour, observed that this was no new suggestion on his part; for in 
the correspondence on the records of this office he found allusion made to 
instructions issued many years ago by the Honorable Court of Directors, that, 
in addition to such intermediate reports as might become necessary, one gene¬ 
ral statement should be su^^itted at the end of each year, showing how far 
the amended system had been acted on and observed; what departures were 
known or suspected to have been made from its rules, and what measures pur¬ 
sued for their enforcement ; with an estimate of the number of lives saved. Mr. 
Willoughby went on to observe, that “ these orders, from some (^use, appear to 
have been overlooked or lost sight of; but, as was justly remarked by the 
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Government of 1816, a report of the nature adverted to would convince the 
Jhareja Chiefs of the continued anxiety on the part of the British Government 
to enforce their engagements, and would lead to a spirit of inquiry conducive to 
t^ie fulfilment of them.” In the fourth place, Mr. Willoughby suggested the 
promulgation of a proclamation by Government throughout the province, 
requiring the Jhareja Chiefs to enforce the observance of their Infanticide 
engagements within their respective jurisdictions, announcing the determined 
resolution of Government to suppress the crime; and noticing, either in terms 
of approbation or of condemnation, those Chiefs who, by the present census 
(that obtained by Mr. Willoughby), were proved to have either adhered to or 
departed from their engagements. Mr. Willoughby submitted a draft of the 
proclamation, which he thought might advantageously be published; to which 
he |)roposcd to annex a copy of the renewed engagements of 1812, by the Jam 
of Nowanuggur, for the abolition of the crime, fie requested that 700 copies 
of this proclamation should, if approved of by Government, be forwarded to 
him, for distribution throughout the province. There was one part of the pro¬ 
clamation which Mr. Willoughby proposed to be published, which seemed to 
him to require particular notice, viz. the promise it held out to informers. 
That geiitlcma . remarked, that almost all his predecessors had suggested a 
similar measure, but that it had never been acted upon. Major Carnac, in 
particular, pressed it upon the attention of Government, and proposed a scale 
of rewards to informers, as well as a scale for fines to b<5 imposed in cases of 
conviction. Mr. Willoughby adopted no scale, but merely intimated.generally 
that informers would be recompensed in proportion to the rank of the person 
convicted ; and that, with a view of deterring persons from bringing false 
accusations, such recompense would only be paid in cases where conviction 
ensued. Mr. Willoughby judiciously remarked, that though he found himself 
called upon to recommend the system of informers in so sacred a cause as 
that of the abolition of this inhuman cu|tom, still that information so obtained 
would always be liable to suspicion, because, most probably, it would origi¬ 
nate cither in enmity or avarice. This, however, did not appear to Mr. 
Willoughby a sufficient reason why testimony so encouraged should be wholly 
rejected, although great caution and discretion would obviously be requisite 
in making use of it. Mr. Willoughby proceeded to state that, under the 
system lately introduced into the province for the trial of offenders, the chances 
of any evils resulting from the adoption of such a measure would be greatly 
diminished, for he would propose that all persons accused of the commission 
of Infanticide should be tried before the High Court of Criminal Justice for 
Kattywar, with the exception of persons whose rank was such as to render 
it expedient that they should be dealt with according to the special instructions 
of Government. The Political Agent (Mr. Willoughby proposed) was to 
institute preliminary inquiries, and commit for trial; and the ultimate publicity 
of the proceedings would, under all circumstances, whether of acquittal or con¬ 
viction, produce a most salutary effect throughout the country. Mr. Willoughby 
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proceeded to remark that the community in general certainly regarded Infan> 
ticide as a crime of the deepest dye ; but the experience of twenty-five, years 
had amply proveef that, if not stimulated in some mode to exertion, no one was 
likely to incur the obloquy, reproach, and enmity, usually encountered by 
informers and accusers. He observed that unless, therefore, this feeling could 
be overcome, we could never hope to see conviction follow one of a thousand 
instances of the perpetration of the crime. “ How,” proceeds Mr. Willoughby, 
is the fact to transpire, except upon the information of some one present 
when the infant was born, or even of some one engaged in the nefarious 
proceeding ? From the secrecy with which the crime was perpetrated, and 
the consequent difficulty of discovery, the penal part of Colonel Walker’s set¬ 
tlements has remained entirely a dead letter, and will ever continue so, unless 
persons can be induced to denounce those who commit the crime.” Mr. 
Willoughby therefore thought that Government should recognise the principle 
which he advocated, as in the attainment of an object of such magnitude 
we should not be particular in our inquiries respecting the motives of the agent 
through whose information a case of Infanticide is clearly established against 
any one. On receij)t of the lithographed proclamation, a copy was recom¬ 
mended by Mr. Willoughby to be sent to each tributary, with an admonitory 
letter, to aid either directly or indirectly in putting down the enormity. There 
was also another part of the proclamation which Mr. Willoughby recommended 
for publication, which he thought ought to be alluded to by him in his report 
to Government. In noticing the districts where, from the great disproportion 
of the sexes, it was manifest that the crime still prevailed, it was intimated in 
general terms that should this great disparity continue to be shown in future 
returns, the British Government would feel bound to take into consideration 
whether any relations could be maintained with those who proved themselves 
so utterly regardless of the first duties of mankind. Mr. Willoughby stated that 
he had endeavoured so to word the proclamation a not to alarm the Chiefs 
generally respecting their estates; but at the same time to convey an intima^ 
tion to the Jhareja Chiefs that the compact between them and Government 
was composed of mutual obligations, and that if they did not perform their 
part of the same, it was rendered null and void. .No one (proceeded Mr. 
Willoughby to state) could be a stronger advocate than he was, that existing 
relations with the Chiefs should be maintained; that we should be content 
with the tribute paid to former Governments, and allow tliem to enjoy their 
hereditary estates and privileges without molestation. Should, however, 
it be established, by the certain though presumptive evidence to be obtained 
from returns of the nature no\^,transmitted, that the crime of Infanticide still 
prevailed in any particular district, Mr. Willoughby thought that, after the 
warning contained in the proposed proclamation, the Chief of that district 
should be severely fined;; and that, if that did not produce attention on his 
part to his engagements to suppress the crime, an example ought to be made, 
imd that he should be deprived of the sovereignty of his cfistrict. Mr.. 
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Willoughby observed that the case ought to be very glaring where such 
an extreme measure ought to be had recourse to,* and only when all the 
efiTorts directed to the accomplishment of the object in view had been tried 
ayd failed. The next measure proposed by Mr. Willoughby under the 
head of coercive measures was, that every Rajpoot Chief in Kattywar 
should, in a circular letter from the Political Agent, be enjoined, and be 
requested to enjoin all Rajpoots subject to his authority, to make it a stipu¬ 
lation in every marriage contract of their daughters with a Jhareja, that the 
issue of their union should be preserved. In the 68th paragraph of Colonel 
Walker’s report on Infanticide, dated March 1808, he alluded to the apathy 
with which the abominable practice has always been regarded by the rest of 
of the Rajpoot community; although, as that able and enlightened man 
remarked, the other Rajpoot tribes possessed a simple and eflectual remedy, 
by refusing to alliance their daughters to the Jharejas unless on the condition 
of rearing their daughters.” They in fact countenanced it by such alliances, by 
permitting their daughters to become the instruments of murdering their own 
offspring; and are stated to have viewed the practice with less abhorrence, 
from the increased facility it afforded of marrying their daughters—that first of 
duties of the I^indoo parent. Mr. Willoughby went on to state that his 
suggestion was founded on the above remark. He did not think that the 
circular would be generally attended to; but if ten—nay even one victim were 
saved, the object in view would not be entirely lost. At all events, the issue 
of such a circular would afford another striking proof of the intense anxiety 
felt by Clovernment completely to suppress Infanticide; and this alone, in Mr. 
Willoughby’s opinion, rendered it expedient. Captain Lang, on the occasion 
of a Chief having neglected to enter the birth of a female infant in the census, 
and to report her death, which he declared was a natural one, suggested that 
the coercive measures in force were even to be increased in rigour, viz. to 
compel every Jhareja, on occasions of premature births, and consequent death 
of the infant, to show the corpse, whether male or female, to the Patel of the 
village, or, in villages under attachment, to the Government Mehta. Captain 
Lang observed that there could be no doubt that this would be looked upon 
as a great hardship by the Jharejas, but he considered it a necessary evil. 
It will be seen, from subsequent observations on the coercive measures now in 
force, that I never could conscientiously recommend the adoption of such 
a step. 

11. The sumptuary measures recommended by Mr. Willoughby to Govern¬ 
ment on this important subject were as follows 

Marks of approbation to be extended to the chief and inferior members of 
the Jhareja tribe, who have adhered to their engagement to preserve their 
female issue. The detail of such was as follows 

1<^.—^To the Chief of Keesura, a remission from the 

amountof his annual tribute of 10 annas, or.Rs. 1,000 0 0 

2nd.—To ditto, a present of cloths of the value of .. 100 0 0 
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2rd .—To the ChicfofMengncc,a remission from his annual 

tribute of 4 annas, or . Rs. 921 0 0 

Ath .—To the Chiefs of Satodur Wowree, remissions from 

their annual tribute of 4 annas, or. 395 12 0 

bth .—To the two Jharejas who have preserved four 

daughters, a present to each of cloths, or in money of 300 0 0 

6<7i.—To those who have preserved three daughters, a 

present of ditto, or in money each .. 150 0 0 

Ith .—To those who have preserved two daughters, a 
present, varying according to the circumstances of 

each, from Rs. 25 to . 50 0 0 

Mr. Willoughby considered it fortunate that the Chiefs of Keesura and 
Mengnee had petitioned for a remission from their tribute for the past year, on 


account of the failure of the monsoon, but which, after inquiry into their 
resources, he declined to grant. “ There will, therefore,” Mr. Willoughby 
adds, “ be no mistaking the real cause why such an indulgence is now extend¬ 
ed to them. I should not, however, conceive it desirable that the whole of 
the above remission should be paid direct to the Chiefs. They are undoubt¬ 
edly entitled to the greater share; but the inferior .Tharejas living under their 
authority, who have preserved a daughter, arc entitled to a part. 1 shall 
therefore require from the Chiefs a statement of the amount of revenue paid 
last year to them by each of the inferior .Jharejas, and pay to the latter a cor¬ 
responding portion of the remissions, should Government sanction them.” 
Mr. Willoughby proceeded to state, that in the original draft of his report he 
had suggested “ that a present should be made to the Jam of Nowanuggur on 
this occasion. The return from his districts showed 613 males and 380 
females, which proved that Colonel Walker’s arrangements had taken root in 
them to a very considerable and gratifying extent.” On this account, and be¬ 
cause he conceived it would be polit'c to conciliate this Chief, as the acknow¬ 
ledged head of the Jhareja tribe in Kattywar, and to induce him cheerfully to 
co-operate in carrying into effect the humane efforts of Government, he thought 
that such a distinctive mark of approbation might conduce to success. Mr. 
Willoughby says,—“ Tk^Jam, however, has not himself preserved a daughter, 
and, during Major Baroewall’s agency, he was strongly suspected (although he 
denied the charge) of having committed Infanticide. It has, moreover, been 
suggested to me by my Assistant, Captain Lang, whose interest in the success 
of the measures for the suppression of the crime is as great as Government 
could desire, that such a present might induce the Jam and the other Jhareja 
Chiefs of rank to believe 31|hat the crime of Infanticide, as far as they were 
concerned, would not be very narrowly inquired into, provided they could 
show that a considerable number of females are preserved within their 
respective districts. I think that considerable weight attaches to this 
remark, and shall therefore merely at present suggest, dhat when the 
proclamation is transmitted to the Jam, the satisfaction of Government 
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be conveyed to him at the progress made in his districts in suppress¬ 
ing Infanticide, accompanied by indent exhortations that he will adopt 
the strictest measures to ensure its complete extinction.” Mr. Willoughby 
Ctfmcludes his report by staJiug,—“Such are the measures which, after along 
and deep meditation on the subject, I have presumed to propose for the con- 
sidemtion of Government; and I beg to state that they are considered by 
Natives of this province, competent to form a correct judgment, calculated to 
give increased elliciency to the measures adopted by Colonel Walker for the 
suppression of this terrible crime. It is scarcely necessary, I hope, to state 
that I feel as every man, and more particularly every Christian should, most 
deeply interested in its complete abolition, or that I w'ill strenuously exert my¬ 
self to secure success to whatever subsidiary measures may be directed to 
compel obedience on the part of the Jharejas to their engagements. Both 
Captain Lang and myself embrace every opportunity of speaking upon the 
subject with the detestation it merits, and of stimulating the tribes among 
which the custom pi‘evails to abandon it, and thereby restore themselves to 
that scale among human beings which they have forfeited from its prevalence 
among them. By increasing endeavours to expose the enormity of the offence, 
and to show thuv it is at direct variance with the precepts inculcated by the 
religion of those who perpetrate it; by extending favour to those who renounce 
the practice ; by promulgating the fixed resolution of Government to punish 
with the utmost severity those who still adhere to it, and from the success, 
partial as I fear it must be regarded, which has attended our efibrts for its dis¬ 
continuance, 1 am sanguine tliat through the Divine blessing complete success 
may be ultimately attained.” In noticing this head, I ought to mention that 
Mr. Willoughby, towards the conclusion of his report, made the following 
remarks:—“ In the 4th paragraph of my letter of the 24th of April 1833, I 
expressed an intention to propose a scale of distribution of the Fund among 
those who had preserved their daughters, or whose poverty and other circum¬ 
stances might render them deserving of favour or pecuniary aid from Govern¬ 
ment. The results of the present census, however, induced me to abandon 
this intention, because they lead me to anticipate many applications for assist¬ 
ance, towards defraying the expense of marriages, for which we should not 
be prepared. It is a creditable feeling among the Jharejas, and one which 
should be kept alive as much as possible, that it is not laudable to apply to 
Government for pecuniary assistance, and during 1833-34 only three applica¬ 
tions were received. In two ‘of these cases, a donation of Us. 400 was granted, 
and in the third Its. 200. I have no doubt that these grants will encourage 
other applicants to come forward ; and as, of the number of female Jharejas 
now alive, so many as 463 are uumarried, I do not think that the Fund should 
be trenched upon at pYesent to a greater extent than is necessary to carry into 
effect the recommendations made in the 22nd paragraph of my report.” 

12. Such w^re the measures recommended by Mr. Willoughby on this great 
subject. In the letter in reply to Mr. WilIoughby*s report, Government came 

66 G 



ST’PPRESSTON OF INFANTICIDE IN 


r>08 


to the following decision, viz.—that the Uight Honorable the Governor ill 
Council agreed with Mr. Willoughby, with the following exceptions:— 

“ \st .—The degree of criminality attaching to Infanticide compared with 
other crimes, as taken from the Shasters, may, without disadvantage, 
omitted in a proclamation by the British (Jovernrnent. 

“ 2iid .—His Lordship in Council prefers, upon the whole, that the denounce* 
ment of punishment, towards the conclusion of the proclamation, against 
those who continue to commit the crime, shall be general, rather than that it 
should be specified that the offender should be tried by the Kattywar High 
Court of Judicature, or otherwise dealt with.” 

The letter proceeds to add,—“The following, therefore, is the system which 
is approved by the Bight Honorable the Governor in Council with regard to 
cases of Infanticide. The Political Agent will institute a preliminary investi¬ 
gation, and, if persuaded of tlui guilt of the party, will make a report to 
Government, and suggest in each case the course to be ])ur8ued vvitli reference 
to the actual circumstances, the rank of the olfender, and other considerations 
of importance, whether that the guilty party should be at once punished by 
fine or in any other way, or whether the case should be tried by the High 
Court of Criminal Judicature for Kattywar.” The Bight Honorable the Go¬ 
vernor in Council also concurred in the sumptuary measures recommended by 
Mr. Willoughby, as well as of the communication of the eulogiura to the Jam of 
IVowanuggur. The above, therefore, is the substance of the measures at pre¬ 
sent in force in the province for the abolition of Infanticide. 

13. The most able men who have entered upon this subject have 
acknowledged it to be beset with as great difficulties as any that ever came 
before the mind of man; than which nothing can be a better proof than that 
several distinguished servants of Government have, after much attention to it, 
at last abandoned it iit despair. 1 append to this report an extract of a letter 
(Appendix A) which Colonel Pottiugpr, Kesident ‘n Kutch, was good enough 
to forward on this subject, in reply to an application on my part to that officer 
for information on the question, as directed by (Jovernment in their letter of 
the 22nd November 1834. Although there are several points on which I 
cannot coincide with Coloael PottingerJ yet tl ere are many circumstances in 
his letter which may have the effect of throwing useful light on this important 
question. Considering the difficulties which have appeared to tlireaten far abler 
and more experienced men than myself, 1 trust 1 may be favoured with the in¬ 
dulgence of the Bight Honorable the Governor in Council when I submit, with 
the greatest humility, my opinion that the measures hitherto adopted have been 
in some respects defective insufficient towards the final extinction of the 
practice, and arc not likely, if pursued, to be productive of effectual success, 
unless under certain modifications, which I shall take tiie liberty to suggest. 
I feel confidei\t that Government will do me the justice to believe that in 
anything I may advance I am fhr from being led by a spirit of Retraction from 
the ability and merits of the distinguished men who have preceded me,— 
wliose humanity urged them on in this great qause, and the great advan- 
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tages of whose pre-eminent example have principally enabled me, however 
willing, to submit the following observations to the wisdom of Government; 
for I scarcely should, without them, have had the presumption, considering 
my own experience, to offer an opinion on such an intricate and momentous 
subject. 

14. Upon mature reflection, and earnest consideration of the measures 
that have hitherto been adopted by the British Government for the suppres¬ 
sion of this crime, it appears to me that they have b?cn too partial and 
superficial, and not of that comprehensive and radical nature which is 
requisite in overturning a long-established custom among a depraved and bar¬ 
barous race. The attention of the officers who have devoted their exertions 
to this subject appears to me to have been directed towards the preservation 
of individual female children, under the impression that that circumstance 
would of itself lead to the final eradication of the practice. It is of itself, no 
doubt, a most humane and laudable object, abstractedly considered; but it does 
not follow that it should certainly involve the extinction of the crime. More 
than this,—it may not only not be a step towards the final suppression, but 
it may positively operate as a barrier, without collateral and subsidiary mea¬ 
sures. Did \v ; observe, on inquiry, a greater number of female infants pre¬ 
served y(iar after year among the Jhareja population, without any eftbrls of 
Government being directed to eflcct the object, we might then naturally aigue 
that the practice was on the decline; but when we see by the census that in 
all Talookas but one or two there is presumptive evidence of the crime 
still b{?iug committed, in spite of the earnest exertions of Government, we 
shall be forced to sujipose that a few children have been preserved here and 
there, partly through fear of punishment, and partly to deceive Government, 
in tlie hope that after a time it will relax in its efforts for its abolition. Even 
the foresight of Colonel Walker himself did not seem to contemplate what an. 
enormous revolution the abolition of the practice would create in the llajpoot 
community, and that, therefore, what seTious obstacles would inevitably present 
themselves to the endeavour to effect this object. Tie thus did not attach 
efficient weight to measures of the description to which I refer, viz. of a radi¬ 
cal nature. Colonel Walker remarked that even a temporary disuse of Infan¬ 
ticide would assist towards its entire abolition, by allowing nature and feeling 
to recover their ascendancy. This would undoubtedly apply to its disuse for 
a w'hole generation, and might even do so for a shorter period; but its disuse 
for a few years, w'ith the circumstances concurring to induce to a return of the 
custom still in existence, and probably existing with increased action, would, 
I fear, never lead to the desired end. What I allude to is the difficulty of 
poor Jharejas—the bulk of the tribe—in marrying their daughters on the pre-* 
sent expensive and (uinous terms, which must be removed before success can 
be attained. As this subject will, however, come under review presently, 
when I allude to the sumptuary measures hitherto adopted, and the alteration 
I would take tlie liberty of suggesting to be made in them, 1 shall proceed 
with the subject according tc my proposed plan. 
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15, The defects which, in my judgment, exist in the coercive measures 
now in force are,— 

Isi.—The sudden and unexpected strictness of the British Government in 
1834 and 1835, after so many years of apparent apathy. There is no doubt 
that Colonel Walker did his utmost on all occasions to impress the Jharejas 
with the atrocity of the crime, and to incite them to a virtuous course; the 
result of which undoubtedly was that many Jharejas preserved some of their 
female offspring, as the census testifies ; but since that time no strict vigilance 
had been enjoined by (fovernment, or pursued by the local Agent, and the 
consequence was the relapse into the original custom of the tribe. The truth 
of this is clearly shown by the census : after an apathy, or nearly amount¬ 
ing to it, of upwards of twenty years, the conviction and punishment of 
Jhareja Soorajee, Chief of Rajkot, struck the whole population of the province 
who witnessed it as a harsh and unjust act of authority. Such an idea could 
only have originated in a people similar to those of this province, wdth no 
innate disposition to fulfil their relations to God and man, but who merely do 
so as they are coerced. Still, however, among such a barbarous community, 
it is not to be wondered at that they should have looked upon such coercion, 
after such a period of repose, with anger, and a feeling that injustice had been 
committed towards the sufferers. They, I humbly submit, as uneducated and 
rude barbarians, are entitled to some indulgence on this head. 'J’he senti¬ 
ments of the most intelligent of the Rajpoot community in this province, few as 
such are, are in favour of this view of the subject. However unfortunate such 
a state of feeling may be, it is my duty to inform Government of the fact of 
its existence. On the late occasion of the notorious robber and outlaw Champ- 
raj Wala being tided, and his challenging the Jhareja assessors on account of 
their professed system of murder, I had an interesting and very warm discus¬ 
sion with two of the assessors, viz. Jhareja Dewajee, uncle of the Chief of 
Moorvee, and Jhalla Kullajec, Chief of Lcca, uncle to the Chief of Rajkot. 
When they expressed their surprise and anger at Champraj Wala’s objection, 1 
produced the census, and showed Dewajee that in his own district of Sejonpoor 
not a single female child existed under twenty-five years. I remarked, with 
some surprise, that Kullajec, a Jhalla, was, if possible, a stronger and more 
energetic advocate for th'. jTharejas than even Dewajee, with all his acuteness 
(for he is justly celebrated for it, whatever may be his dehciency in better 
qualities), professed to be. They both complained bitterly of Soorajee’s case : 
they said his case was a warning to all Rajpoots how to confide in the British 
Government; that Soorajee’s father, Dadajee, had, after the refusal of the Jam 
and the Thakoor of Moorvee to permit a British cantonment to be established 
in their territories, agreed tf^ihe British force being settled at Rajkot, and 
that since that he had been persecuted by the British Government; that the 
case of Infanticide having been proved against him was owii^ to the very 
drcumstance which they were alluding to, viz. the vicinity of the head of the 
Bri^sh power, and the facility, in consequence, of procuring evidence against 
him; and finally, that it was extremely uqjust to punish those who were led to 
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believe that their ofTences were not considered of a serious nature, as heinous 
offenders. I need not recapitulate the observations I made use of in refutation 
of these arguments; but I must add, that I am quite certain that they did not 
convince the disputants. It would be extremely culpable in me to conceal 
the fact that Soorajee is considered all over the province, I mean among 
Bnjpcots, as a martyr. Let any person inspect the census, and it will be ap¬ 
parent that the crime was almost universally practised in every Jhareja family, 
great or small, without the slightest compunction, and without the most distant 
approach to inquiry on the part of the British authorities, up to the period of 
Mr. Willoughby’s agency. God forbid that I should impute any evil motives 
to any of the officers who preceded Mr. Willoughby in the administration 
of the political relations in this province between the British Go¬ 
vernment and the tributaries, but the fact is indubitable as I relate it: 
it is impossible to fathom the thoughts of man; and it is perfectly 
possible, and, I should say, from a personal acquaintance with Colonel 
Barnewall and Mr. Blanc, more than probable, that it was tlie honest opinion 
of those two able servants of Government that it was not a safe subject to 
investigate and legislate upon; which opinion I know to be shared by many 
other able servants of Government. Besides, the almost total silence of the 
Government on this question might have led those servants to direct their 
attention, in preference, to subjects which were constantly pressed on their 
attention, and the neglect of which would have subjected them to reprehension 
by superior authority. When we consider the great objections that were 
made on the part of some of the most able officers of the Honorable Company’s 
service to the introduction of summary steps towards the suppression of the 
very prevalent rite of iSuttee for many years, on the score of danger, by inter¬ 
ference with the superstitious prejudices of the Hindoo f)opulation, we cannot 
in justice find great fault with the predecessors of Mr. Willoughby, more espe¬ 
cially as their exertions were not called upon by the Government, their 
superior. Mr. Elphinstone, no doubt, kept the great object of the abolition of 
the crime constantly in view ; but himself not being in the country where the 
horrid atrocity was committed, he could not apply his energy, philanthropy, 
and other eminent qualities towards the details necessary to the suppression of 
the unnatural practice. It is much to be regretted that his parental care of the 
whole of the Natives subject to his control did not induce him to extend the 
system of education, which he so beneficially constituted in Bombay and the 
Deccan, to this province, which would at least have laid the foundation of a 
wholesome and beneficial feeling throughout the body of tlie people, and which, 
if it does not succeed in entirely eradicating crime, would have taken a long 
stride tow'ards that desirable object, by suppressing all that class of vices 
which spring from unreclaimed ignorance. The only notice taken of this prac¬ 
tice in the province since the days of Major Oarnac and up to the time of Mr. 
Willoughby was extremely desultory. Mr. Blane, in 1829, got some returns of 
the Jhareja population from the Chiefs themselves (a description of document, 
without collateral testimony, quite useless to act upon), and he forwarded them 
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with a letter from his Assistant (Mr. Langford) to Government, merely 
mentioning the fact of Mr. Langford’s having obtained them, and recommend* 
ing Government to sanction presents to be given to the Dholera Chief. These 
returns were compared with some that had been obtained in 1824, and from 
that comparison a favourable result was deduced : they were quite erroneous, 
however, and most undeserving j)ersons have been honorably distinguished, 
thereby defeating the cause of humanity in a glaring manner. Mr. Langford 
sent in a register (obtained from the (3hiof himself) of the number of families in 
his Talooka: the number amounted to 71 in 1829, whereas there were only 45 
alive at the time in the district, calculating deaths, emigrations, &c. I have said 
so much in exculpation of the predecessors of Mr. Willoughby, and in favour 
of the arguments of my Ilajpoot friends, w'hen they complained of being taken 
by surprise by the measures adopted by Government under Mr. Willoughby's 
administration: it is possible that I might have got the better of them in an 
arena of philosophical disputants, but I never could have the disposition to 
apply sucli a test to people of their calibre, who would rather have been 
astounded than convinced by argument. 

—The system of informers is one which I consider both destructive of the 
social system and embarrassing to Government: it involves a bad principle, as 
well as dangerous consequences; it encourages enmity and the gratification of 
evil feeling, destructive of a peaceable and social system, and creates a great 
risk of confounding the innocent with the guilty. T have already brought to 
the notice of Government that the evil disposition of an informer can be easily 
gratified by the mere investigation of a case of suspected Infanticide: he knows, 
by the Government intimation, that any case brought before the Agent will be 
investigated and rigorously scrutinized ; even if be does not succeed in estab¬ 
lishing the case, he has gratified his revenge, by the destruction of the honour 
(Laj) of his enemy whom he has accused. The Rajpoots are people of notorious 
pride of birth, although, when their history is known, their right to assert such, 
even were the feeling a worthy one,' can hardly be established : it is natural, 
therefore, to imagine that they would not willingly submit to investigations 
which compromised their honour, or that of their house. How would any gen¬ 
tleman in England brook the inquiry as to how many times his wife has been 
enceinte ; how the dcliieiy took [dace ; what occurred after the confinement; 
with all the minute circumstances attendant on such sacredly secret subjects ? 
The investigations which I pursued on my arrival in Kattywar I confess filled 
me with surprise, and very nearly with horror, and I consider it impossible 
but that their effect was to alienate the people from our Government. 

The next great defect in the system of informers is, that in our defective 
system of jurisdiction (in flfct, almost incomprehensible, for the Government 
has decided that we have but a concurrent jurisdiction), it is quite impossible 
that we can protect the informers and witnesses from the vengeance of the 
delinquents. The death of three out of the five witnesse.s in the Rajkot case 
is a melancholy illustration of this, although they were all in eitcellent health, 
and of middle age. The general impression in the country is that they have 
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been murdered; and tliere is nothing which can satisfactorily disprove such r 
supposition, while the known custom of the country, and the bad character 
and almost irresponsible power of th^ Chief^ render such a result most pro> 
b^ble.* Judooram, the informer in this ca««e, has been ejected from his house in 
Rajkot by the Chief, and the wife of one of the Agency establishment treated 
in the same way, for assisting in the conviction. These last cases the British 
Government can partially remedy, in consequence of the vicinity of the British 
power; but it would be impossible to watch over the conduct of the Chiefs at 
a distance, similarly disposed, to prevent retaliation. The case of Nogunjee 
of Gunode is another strong example of the evil of encouraging a system of 
informers,—I mean, to prevent being misunderstood, a system of infoimers when 
the common voice of the community is not in accordance with the law. This 
family was supposed to have renounced the crime, having preserved two 
daughters; but, on the information of a sepoy discharged for misconduct, a case 
was reported to Captain Lang by the Moonshee, and the usual strict and search¬ 
ing inquiries resorted to. The result was acquittal; and, in my letter report¬ 
ing the case, I deprecated the frequent resort to inquiries, as tending to irritate, 
and recommended great attention on the part of the Moonshee to evidence. 
This was replic i to by Government, by saying that it was not the Moonshee’s 
but the Agent’s province to attend to evidence., and that nothing but the in¬ 
vestigation of every case which came before the Agent could be expected to 
eradicate the crime. My letter was loosely worded, and did not accurately 
convey the sense I intended; but what I have here said will explain the senti¬ 
ments I intended to convey. The Moonshee knew he got his information from 
a discharged sepoy, and ought distinctly to have informed Mr. Lang of the 
circumstance, to have put that officer on his guard in the investigation of the 
accusation. I request tlie earnest attention of Government to this important 
branch of the subject, namely the violation of the lares and penates of the 
Rajpoot community, because such a system does not confine itself to the 
.Tharejas alone, as it is a principle winch will render every Rajpoot family 
miserable, and which the British Government can only expect to continue by 
physical power. I fear much sympathy or respect cannot be expected by 
Government, if such measures are pursued. Another case of false accusa¬ 
tion was brought to the notice of Government in the letter of the 2nd Sep¬ 
tember last, where it was distinctly proved that the crime had not been 
committed on the occasion stated, the fruit of the birth having been a boy, still 
alive. The calumniator was ordered to be upbraided; but no compensation 

* Jhareja Moijec, of Gowreedur, one of the Rajkot Bhyad, who was’the first and princi¬ 
pal informer in Soorajec’s case, died suddenly shortly after the conviction of Soorajee, under 
circumstances of great suspicion, which Government itself observed in the letter of 2nd June 
1836. It was the general belief in Rajkot at the time that he was poisoned by the Durbar, 
and subsequently a member of the Political Agent’s establudiment, having gone to Gowreedur 
on a shooting,excursion, was informed by a sepoy of the deceased that there was no doubt 
but that he had been killed by the aid of poison, through the means of Soorojee’s mother, 
who is a depraved uid cruel woman. 
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could be afforded to tlie victims for the intrusion on the affairs of their house* 
hold, which in all eastern countries are considered inviolable, and are not made 
the subject of conversation even among the most intimate and near connexions. 
Nothing can tend to greater mischief to the great cause than a case of this 
description, which irritates the feelings of a whole family, and alienates their 
disposition from the Government which dispenses the law, and which can never 
be respected where it is not esteemed. Did there exist a great feeling of exe¬ 
cration against the practice, and men could be induced to come forward from 
virtuous motives, there might be advantage gained by allowing the system; 
but where none but evil-disposed persons can be expected to inform, and that 
for the worst of motives, private revenge,—I fear a beneficial result cannot be 
expected, either as to general morals, or to the suppression of the individual 
crime. The denunciation of the crime by the British Government is not of 
itself sufficient to create a general disapprobation of it. The Rajpoot com¬ 
munity, Jhallas, Jetwas, Gohels, Waghelas, and Pirmars, all tacitly approve 
of the system, by giving their daughters and sisters to men who are predeter¬ 
mined to make them the tigresses of their own offspring. Public informers 
and spies neither could be of any lasting advantage in detecting nor checking 
the crime. In 1812, Wittulrao Dewajee, when 8irsooba of Amrelce, estab¬ 
lished Mehtas in the Jhareja towns, to take notes of the births and destruction 
of female infants; but this totally failed. The Mehtas were looked upon with 
indignation, and were finally unable to obtain the slightest information, either 
from the Jharejas or the rest of the community; which ended in their removal. 
In Kutch, a similar plan was adopted, and failed. ** Mehtas sent by the 
regency,” says Colonel Pottinger, “ were either cajoled by false returns, or 
expelled from towns and villages, not only by the classes charged with the 
crime, but by the other inhabitants, whom long habit had taught to view the 
business with indifference, if not absolute approbation.” The Jharejas them¬ 
selves even told Colonel Pottinger that they darci not establish a system of 
scrutiny regarding their grown-up sons or nearest relations. Such failures 
must have a very bad tendency, as convincing the Jharejas of their power to 
continue the practice through means which no Government can contravene. 

3rd.—The next defect vshich I have occasioi to notice is, that the rigorous 
investigations ordered by Government, and consequent punishment on convic¬ 
tion, tend to stricter vigilance in the commission of the crime by those who 
still adhere to its practice. This principle contains in itself the elements of 
perpetuating the crime for ever, if we rely solely on conviction and punish¬ 
ment for its abolition. The truth of what I assert has indeed already become 
apparent. Since I have be^ in Kattywar, no conviction has been able to 
be effected, notwithstanding the greatest care and anxiety on my part 
to obey the, instructions under which it is my duty to act. That this is 
the consequencp of increased vigilance there can be little doubt of; and, 
in the event of these means proving successful, they will continue the com- 
miffiiion of the practice, knowing the security under which they can act. 
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and secretly despising the abortive exertions of Government. A deed of 
this description loves darkness better than light, and who will commit the 
crime in such a manner as to leave any probability of his ever being 
detected ? The mother and two old women are generally the sole witnesses 
of this deed of iniquity. One woman, the midwife, is indeed sufficient; and 
only in cases of houses of superior rank are the services of any other person 
made use of. Indeed, as Colonel Walker records, from information conveyed 
through Jhareja Dadajee, Chief of Rajkot, among the poorer classes the mother 
herself is constrained to be the perpetrator of this unnatural act. I have 
already stated the fact of only two out of the five witnesses, in the case of 
Soorajce, being now alive ; and when the wickedness of the benighted people 
of the province is taken into consideration, how can any one doubt but that a 
Chief, contemplating the commission of the crime, would hesitate in silencing 
the testimony of the witnesses by the poisoned cup, or the uplifted sword 't 
Such a state of things is very deplorable to relate, but the existence of such 
crimes is far from chimerical, of which Government shall in due time be in¬ 
formed. But it does not require even such extremities, ready as many would 
be to resort to them; for, in several instances which were brought before me, 
the females dec'-ued altogether to give any evidence whatever. They said, 
** I know nothing about this, and shall answer no more questions ; do with 
me as you please; 1 am ready to suffer death!” It is not wonderful that, 
after years of almost total silence on the subject on the part of tlie British Go¬ 
vernment, when every Jhareja was lulled into security by the want of notice 
taken of the subject, and committed the crime with the same nonchalance that 
the manager of an English kennel would drown a litter of unfavourable-looking 
dogs, several cases were brought home to the delinquents. But the case is now 
widely altered, and such caution is now exercised, not only in the commis¬ 
sion of the act at the present day (for it is impossible to doubt but that it is 
still committed), but towards concealing former acts of transgression, that there 
is hardly a hope of being in future able to bring home any case of the nature 
to any per|)etrator. After a few years have elapsed, and no instance of detec¬ 
tion and punishment has taken place, the natuml consequence will be that, if 
no more effective steps are resorted to by Government, those who from fear 
had abandoned the custom will revert to it, and those who in the ftice of 
Government, continued it, will persevere in its commission. The very circum¬ 
stance which Mr. Willoughby so much desired did actually happen very soon 
after his report was forwarded, viz. an instance of detection* and severe punish¬ 
ment, and that too under circumstances most favourable to the system, had it 
been a sure one, for the suppression of the crime, viz. one of the principal 
Chiefs being the aggressor. But the state of the Talooka of Rajkot does not 
exhibit auy good effects from the example of Soorajee’s punishment. I must 
here allude to the case of Jhareja Kengarjee, and remark, that the very circum¬ 
stance which was hailed as one likely to benefit the cause of truth and 
virtue, viz. the fact of his not being convicted ftom wantdf evidence, being 

* Vide pages 462 to 480 of due Selection. 
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likely to impress the Rajpoots with a sense of the justice of Government, has 
had an effect of a totally opposite nature. I have been frequently asked how 
it was that he was the only man who had been detected in the commission of 
the offence having been pardoned ? When I replied, “ From want of e^i-^ 
dence of the fact,” the answer was, ‘‘ Every child knows it in the town, as well 
as the very spot where tlie infant was buried.” The principles of impartial 
justice and beneficence wdiich pervade the criminal code of Great Britain may, 
by the assistance of Almighty Providence, be appreciated in this ])rovince 
after the lapse of another century, but at present are as capable of being 
understood by their ignorant minds as the deciphering of a Chaldee manu* 
script. These rigorous investigations, moreover, enlist the feelings of the other 
tribes in favour of the Jharejas. Every Jhareja has in his house (or seraglio) 
the sister or daughter of some Jetwa, Jhalla, Gohel, or Waghela, with whom he 
is on terms of friendship. The private affairs of one’s sister or daughter are 
almost as sacred to a Rajpoot as of a wife, so that the whole community are 
against us, and not the Jharejas alone. 1 have already stated that Soorajee 
was considered a martyr, instead of a justly punished culprit, by the gene¬ 
rality of the Rajpoots; and such will ever be the case until a wholesome spirit 
of public feeling can be infused into the fsommunity. I must here mention, that 
on Soorajec’s case coming before tlie Political Agent, a deputation of Jhareja 
Chiefs waited upon him, and presented the following petition :— “To J. P. 
Willoughby, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar. Jharejas Dewajee, Jessajee, 
Murwanjee, of the Moorvec Bhyad ; Jhareja Ladajee, of Rajpoora; Jharejas 
Samutsingjec, Wunajee, of the Gondul Bhyad ; Jharejas Jessajee, Meroojee, 
Kyajee, of the Rajkot Bhyad; Jharejas Doonguijee, Dajeebhye, Bharajcc, 
Hallajee, of the Dherol Bhyad ; Jharejas Moolajee, Gopaljee, Ughabhye, of 
the Veerpoor Khureree Bhyad; Jharejas Khanjee, Puchanjee, Kesserjee, 
Adabhaee, of the Satodur Wowree Bhyad, petition as follows :—In Sumwut 
1864, Major Walker effected arrangements for Cie preservation of the daugh¬ 
ters of the Jhareja people, who therefore preserved them. Afterwards, neither 
the European gentlemen nor principal Bhoomias kept a strict surveillance, in 
consequence of which some ignorant persons may have violated those arrange¬ 
ments unknowingly. Cases against some of these have recently been in¬ 
vestigated, and the accusation has probably been proved, for which reason the 
petty Talookdars and Zumindars petition that past ofi'ences may be pardoned. 
From henceforward Colonel Walker’s arrangements shall be acted up to, viz. 
that from this time forward no one among the Jharejas shall put his daughter 
to death. Such an engagement we will write and make over. Should the 
same be violated, and a daughter be killed, the person concerned is an offend¬ 
er against the Government^ and we will not drink water taken from his house. 
This writing we are ready, of our own free will and pleasure, to execute: there- 
,iK>re let the Spheb do the favour of acceding to the prayer of this petition, for 
the greater Talookdars will not petition for us. Sumwut 1892, Hallaree 
Ashad Shood 6th. In the handwriting of Jadowjee Madowjee.” 

Here follow the signatures of the petitioners. 
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In the conversation in Court, when Champraj Wala objected to be tried 
for his life by professed murderers, Jhareja Dewajee and Jhalla Kullajee 
both of them refeiTed to that petition, saying that had Government assented 
to |heir prayer then preferred. Infanticide would have been by this time abo¬ 
lished. I am far from assenting to this; but 1 shall presently allude more- 
particularly to this petition and its object. Besides, it is evident that the rich 
and powerful Jharejas will always be able to conceal their guilt, while the 
rigorous system will only tell against those who have not the power to sup¬ 
press evidence. A measure having for its object such partiality is necessarily 
and obviously defective. Another defect appears to me to lie in the transfer 
of the responsibility from Chiefs to vassals,—a system subversive of the prin¬ 
ciples on which Colonel Walker framed his able settlement of this distracted 
territory in the year 1807. The basis of that system consisted in requiring 
the Chiefs to be responsible for their Bhyad and liyuts. The singular success 
that has attended this plan is the best and unerring proof of its wisdom. The 
rigorous investigations ordered by Government into the domestic concerns of 
individuals, without reference to the Chiefs, seem to me to be a departure from 
the original system on which our Government has based its interference in the 
affairs of this pc' insula. The next remark I have occasion to make is the re¬ 
commendation of trying tlie criminals before the Court of Criminal Justice* 
1 believe this was not approved of by Government in the answer to Mr. 
Willoughby’s report, although the wording of the letter appeal's to me a little 
obscure with respect to that point. Such a scheme must inevitably prove 
futile. To ti-y the very people who commit the crime by their brothers and 
instigators needs only be mentioned to demonstrate its inutility.' We should 
render the Government contemptible, and, besides, paralyse and perhaps 
destroy the Court of Justice, which has been of such benefit to the peace of the 
country. To select Kattee and Mussulman assessors would have the effect of 
impressing the Rajpoots with an idea of injustice, and, besides, would have 
the worse effect of creating feuds and enmities between the three different sects, 
so necessary to be discoumged. Lastlyf 1 beg to submit, that tlie measure I 
am now discussing, viz. that of present severe coercion towards the perpetrators 
of this crime, appears to me in the present state of society to be inexpedient. 
Penal enactments, without the concurrence of the body of the people, never 
can be of essential benefit to the community. Until a wholesome public opi¬ 
nion is raised in the country, all punishments will appear either as an act of 
individual hostility or of gross public severity, and such being the case, they 
are worse than useless. The abolition of Suttee by the fiat of the British 
Government, and by the attachment of a specific penalty, was a different ques¬ 
tion. We had the power to abolish it, and save so many women from destruc¬ 
tion, and we did do st>; but none will assert that the whole Hindoo population 
were at once converted into the belief of the wickedness of the act. They 
have left it off Jhrough fear, and will in time, without doubt, feci the benevolence 
that dictated the abolition of the practice by the British Government. Infan- 
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ticide has this difTerence, that the nature of the act being one of the greatest 
secrecy, and ever must be so, the Government has not the same facility in 
detecting the commission of it. The words of Mr. Willoughby, quoted by the 
Honorable Court of Directors, are those of true wisdom and philanthropy, 
and in which I most fully concur :—To eifect the complete extinction of 
the practice, we must enlist the feelings of the community on our side. We 
must (more especially in the first instances that are brought to light) avoid the 
danger of exciting sympathy in favour of delinquents, thereby deterring 
persons from informing against them who might otherwise be disposed to do 
so. In short, unless we are able to carry public opinion with us, and inflict 
such penalties only as are likely to be recognised as just by the respectable 
portion of the community, our endeavours in the cause of humanity will be 
long retarded, or may altogether fail.’^ When I advert to the remedies which 
I intend to propose to the present system, I shall have occasion to refer again 
to this passage in the letter of our honorable masters, as an additional proof 
that we cannot hope to secure success without the adoption of a plan 
which will relieve the mass of the poor deluded people from the weight 
of their ignorance, and render these hereditary Chiefs honest and valuable 
citizens, instead of, as they for the most part now are, mean and contemptible 
tyrants. 

16. I now proceed to the examination of the sumptuary system at present 
in force. The defects of the present sumptuary system appear to me to be, in a 
general point of view, that the measures are of an ephemeral and partial nature. 
The rewards given to Jharejas who followed the dictates of humanity against 
the strong feeling and long-followed practice of their tribe, by preserving 
daughters when most of their brethren invariably destroyed them, are no doubt 
well bestowed; but as those who now save their daughters will not evidently 
be entitled to any reward for the future, after such repeated and obstinate evil 
conduct, this plan will cease to be qp engine oi putting a stop to the practice 
after all those who have saved daughters (and they are very few) have been 
rewarded. With respect to the funds supplied to Jharejas for the marriage of 
their daughters, the propriety seems more questionable. The sanction there¬ 
by conveyed of the British Government to a relaxed system of moral duty, by 
assisting men in performing one of the most necessary and moral duties of 
mankind, I confess, appears to me to be not strictly correct, while the advance 
of money to a Jhareja for the marriage of his daughter, to an amount more 
than three times as great as is recognised to marry a Jballa, Waghela, or Go- 
hel, of the same condition in life, who, in the Rajpoot list, stand higher in rank 
than the former, is keepingHlive one of the greatest causes of Infanticide—the 
presumptuous arrogance of the Jharejas. Besides, for the system to become a 
permanent one towards the object in view, it would requifie &r larger funds than 
we could command. 1 am labouring diligently, although it must necessarily 
be the work of rime, to decrease the Mohsul book by every means in my power, 
which is a heavy clog on the Chiefs. The apatliy and folly of the Chiefs induce 
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many to ivithhold the payment of their tribute, restitution of plundered property 
traced within their limits, and the attendance of culprits and witnesses until 
heavy Mohsuls are imposed, and I have been doing everything I can to persuade 
them of the absurdity of such a course. If any unreasonable demand is made 
on them, they are at liberty to represent the case to the Agent, but to show their 
independence and supposed consequence, by refusing to obey the just orders 
of Government until compulsory measures are resorted to, when they are well 
aware of the eventual termination to their obstinacy, is little short of delusion. 
1 shall have the honour to bring this subject to the notice of Government at a 
future period, but it is clear that if the resources we derive from Mohsulee are 
restricted in a great degree, which is highly desirable, we shall not have funds 
to many females annually on the present extravagant Jhareja terms. These 
sumptuary measures appear to me to tend to the perpetuation of the custom, by 
showing a sympathy with the perpetrators; as why should we acknowledge 
the necessity for a JhUreja spending five or six times the amount on his daugh¬ 
ter’s marriage that any other Rajpoot does ? Before I conclude this part of 
the subject, 1 must bring to the notice of Government what 1 consider the bad 
effect of steps taken before Mr. Willoughby’s Agency for the suppression of 
Infanticide, th y being in a manner of a sumptuary nature. In 1829 Mr. 
Langford obtained returns from the Thakoor Boputsing, of the families of his 
Bhyad, and proceeded to deduce from them the favourable result of the de¬ 
crease of the custom, lie accordingly presented several of the Jharejas of 
that Bhyad with honorary dresses and other distinctions. The correctness of 
these returns are extremely doubtful, and the frequency of the practice of the 
crime in the Dherol Tolooka at that time is evident from a review of the 
census now submitted. This must have had the effect of showing the Chiefs 
that they had the power of deceiving the British Government, as their own 
evidence was taken to their exculpation, and certainly confirmed them in the 
commission of the crime. In 1829, Jhareja Jehajee, Chief of Moorvee, died. 
With 9 ut any investigation as to the state of the population of his Talooka, his 
son was decorated with presents and honorary distinctions by the British 
Government, on account of his father having been the first to renounce In¬ 
fanticide, by setting the example himself. A reference to the appendix of 
Colonel Walker’s report will show the tenacity with which that Chief clung 
to his ** immemorial custom and right” to kill his children, and demonstrate the 
probability of his being a willing convert to Colonel Walker’s humane views 
or not, after he did yield his consent. After having succeeded in deceiving 
Colonel Walker by preserving one daughter, and signing the agreement to 
relinquish the practice, he not only continued in the commission of it himself 
subsequently, but permitted it to be carried on to the same extent among his 
own relations, and over his whole Talooka. This will be seen from the census. 
His son, Pritheerajee, the present Chief, is known to have committed the 
crime himself a few years since. The praise, conveyed by Mr. Willoughby to 
the Jfun, who is the head and front of the offending, under the sanction of 
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Government, without previous steps being taken to ascertain whether he was 
entitled or not to such eulogy, was a measure, 1 humbly conceive, of Uie same 
evil tendency. 

17. This leads me to the last head of my report, and I feel that I sha^ 
stand in need of the indulgence of the Right Honorable the Governor in 
Council more for the suggestions which 1 am about to submit than for 
the observations I have above offered. To censure is far easier than to propose 
a remedy; and I am fully conscious of my insufficiency in attemptii^ to re¬ 
medy an evil which has defied tlie vigorous efforts of men of far superior know¬ 
ledge and ability to myself. Under this consciousness, I must repeat, that 
without the enlightened measures of Colonel Walker and Mr. Willoughby 
before my eyes, and the valuable aid I have obtained from Mr. Wilkinson, 
Political Agent in Bhopal, on this important subject, I never should have ven¬ 
tured to intrude any crude ideas of my own on the time of the Honorable 
Board. Neither can I avoid mentioning the benefit 1 have derived from my 
able Assistant, Captain Lang, who has been a constant and earnest mover in 
the cause of humanity ever since his arrival in Kattywar. 1 regret that my 
long separation from him has prevented me from obtaining the benefit of his 
advice in the details of the system I am about to propose, by laying before him 
this paper previous to submitting it to Government; but 1 have had the advan¬ 
tage of many long and earnest conversations with him on this interesting sub¬ 
ject ; and although I am aware that on some points a difference of opinion exists 
between him and myself, yet I have his full concurrence in the main principles 
on which this report is founded. It was to Captain Lang I was indebted for 
the suggestion of the meeting of the tribes, as I have stated in another place^ 
which measure 1 propose to make of more extensive use than I at first contem¬ 
plated. 1 likewise derived great assistance from Captain Burnes, Assistant 
Resident in Kutch. The state of Infanticide in Kutch, so indissolubly 
connected with the practice in this province, the determined o])inion of the 
Rao on the subject, together with many facts in the history of the Jhsu'ejas 
and otlier Rajpoots, communicated by that officer, have been of great 
service to me. Captain Burnes has studied the subject deeply, and 
written some interesting •^papers on it, one of which is published in the 
Transactions of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain, and all his 
opinions directly tend to the conclusion that hitherto we have been acting 
on a defective and erroneous plan, which must be altered before we can 
hope finally to eradicate the practice. I have found in Colonel Shirreff, the 
officer commanding the troops in Kattywar, an active co-operator in the cause 
of public instruction and n|||wtal improvement. He has exerted his abilities 
and influence towards furthering my views, whenever he had an opportunity, 
and has frequently had conversations with the Chiefs, who happened to be at 
Rajkot on business, on the subject of national education, and the awful crime 
ofdnfanticide ; and his mild manners and moral discourse have far from been 
thrown away on many with whom I have communicated, and in whom I have 
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iliscovBved the benefits of his good advice. Not having a school-room at 
present, I have given over to Colonel Shirreffthe services of one of the Pundits 
I brought from Bombay, and he has already established a school in the bazar. 
I( cannot but be highly satisfactory to Government to know that there is a 
universal feeling of benefaction towards the inhabitants of the province on the 
part of all in any degree of authority in it, which is shared by the person who 
wields the sword, but whose kind disposition leads him to assist in the task of 
governing by the pen. Amidst the enumemtion of auxiliaries, it would be unjust 
to omit the name of my Second Assistant, Captain Jacob. I have obtained 
from this zealous officer many useful and always philanthropic suggestions, 
and shall, on cveiy occasion connected with this difficult subject, avail myself 
of the use of his judgment and abilities. With a full sense of my inability to 
cope with so intricate a subject, 1 beg to state, that the subject of Female 
Infanticide is one which has occupied my attention for several years past, on 
my discovering the existence of the i)ractice among the Koompavuts of Edur, 
who, contrary to the repeated injunctions of the late Haja, were in the habit 
of killing every female child. Ever since my appointment to my present 
situation, 1 may conscientiously state that the subject has occupied my almost 
constant attenti . n and reflection, considering, as I do, that the continuance of 
this diabolical custom among a tribe of people under our jurisdiction, for such 
we have undoubtedly assumed, if we originally possessed it not (which I am 
not by any means prepared to assert), is one of the blots upon the just and 
benevolent rule of British Government in India. In attempting to lay the axe 
to the root of the evil, we must endeavour, as well as we have it in our power, 
to discover what motives could have possibly prejudiced man to rebel to such 
ail atrocious extent against his Maker, and against the incontrovertible laws 
which that heavenly Power, acknowledged (under different and frequently cul¬ 
pable forms, but still acknowledged) by nearly the whole world, has instilled 
into the breasts of men, and held up to^their reverence for their temporal and 
eternal good. To which end it will be necessary to refer to the early history 
of the Jhareja tribe, their original position, their relations with the other tribes 
with which they came in contact on their arrival in Kattywar, and other cir¬ 
cumstances connected with their history. From Colonel Walker’s admirable 
report on the district of Hallar, the present seat of the dominion of 
the Jharejas, we find that the tribe were originally lords of Sind. The 
cause of their emigration, or, it might have been, expulsion, we are in 
ignorance of: from what we know of the power of the Mahomedan dynasty 
in those days, the supposition is plausible, that they were compelled by 
superior numbers to leave their original inheritance. They, however, arriv¬ 
ed in Kutch, and, after assistance obtained from the Mahomedan king of 
Ahmedabad, one of their Chiefs succeeded in establishing his power in that 
country. Their persuasion and habits were at that time entirely Mahomedan. 
The inroad injo Kattywar, about five hundred years ago, of the brother of the 
Kutch sovereign (the king having, in revenge for the murder of his father, dis- 
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continued the family title of Jam, one derived from the Emperor Jamshed, of 
whom the Jhareja family boasted to be descended, and under the Emperor’s 
authority assumed that of Rao, still possessed by the Kutch sovereign) ended 
in the conquest of the, north-west district of the peninsula, then under t\ie 
dominion of the Jetwa tribe of Rajpoots, by this powerful band. Upwards 
of 25,000 men are said to have reached Kattywar under Jam Rawul, who 
finally established his power in the port of Nagne (Nagbunder) the site of the 
present town of Nowanuggur. When this host arrived, they found in tlie 
country the Jetwa, Jhalla, Gohel, Purm, and Waghela Rajpoots. Their 
connection with their Musulman neighbours in the north having been by that 
time dissolved, they had no means of procuring wives from them, and they 
found themselves constrained to assume the casteship of the Rajpoots. How 
they even partially achieved this I cannot explain, but they certainly never 
fully performed it. Colonel Walker relates some accounts which he had heard 
of the legends of the Jharejas as to their Rajpoot extraction, but they must 
strike every person as somewhat fabulous; and indeed it is not probable that that 
able man could have been imposed upon by such narrations. Colonel Tod 
expressly states, that the Jharejas were originally Rajpoots, descendants of the 
Jadows, a tradition mingled with fiction, but that by intermarriage with Ma- 
homedans had lost their caste, and therefore were despised by the other Raj¬ 
poots. The kings of Sind, with the title of Jam, were all Mahomedans, avow¬ 
edly the progenitors of the J harejas, as, even in the absence of authentic 
history, which is very defective at that time, can be clearly seen by the names 
of the sovereigns, such as Sulla-ood-deen, Nizam-ood-deen, &c. I do not 
mean to deny that the Jhareja race were originally idolaters, as we know 
that Persia and all the surrounding countries were peopled by such, when 
Mahomed established his religion. The re-transition from Islamism to the 
haughty aristocratical community of the Rajpoots 1 confess myself unable to 
trace, but it appears to have been, to a certain ex;.ent, recognised, but certainly 
never fully, among the highest Rajpoot principalities. If tradition is true, the 
Jhareja conquerors found much difficulty at first in persuading the Rajpoot 
princes of the peninsula to contract matrimonial engagements with them. Their 
great power, exemplified*in the atrocities coiimitted by them in effecting the 
conquest of the Burruda country, and in their numerical strength, enabled them 
at last to overcome the caste feeling of the Rajpoots, and to obtain their 
daughters in marriage. Colonel Tod remarks as follows;—"The Jharejas were 
Rajpoots, a subdivision of the Jadows, but by intermarriages with the Maho¬ 
medans, to whose faith they became proselytes, they lost their caste. Political 
causes have disunited thena^om the Mahomedans, and they desire again to be 
considered as pure Rajpoots, but having been contaminated, no Rajpoots will 
intermarry with them. The owner of a hide of land, whether Seesodia, Rahtore, 
or Chohan, wpuld scorn the hand of a Jhareja princess. Can the «tc volo be 
applied to men Who think in this fashion ?” But Colonel Tod himself does not 
attempt to trace the change in the caste of the Jharejas from the time they ruled 
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tn Sindl, and were Mahomedans, to their incorporation with the Hindoo com- 
Inunity (for, as no conversion is allowed, we cannot call it by that appellation)^ 
He gives, in the gravest manner, a genealogical tree of the Ih^poots, deducing 
t}|pir origin, one half from the sUn and the othet from the moon, confessing, at 
the same time, the indefeasible practice of adoption among the Rajpoots defy¬ 
ing all genuine descent, which must bring every sensible man to the conclusion 
that, instead of faithful history, he occasionally indulged in amusing fiction { 
and, in place of confining himself to a simple narration of events, he was 
pleased to enact the part of the most talented Charun or Bhat who ever pro¬ 
claimed the ostentatious annals of Rajasthan. It is very difficult to ascertain 
whether the Jharejas were at that time addicted to the practice of Female 
Infanticide; but from Colonel Walker’s minute inquiries, the practice seemed 
to originate from that time. He says, from all evidence he had been able 
to find, the practice commenced about five hundred years ago. The great 
prevalence of the custom in Sind, the origin of which appears to be ascribed 
to an extraordinary morbid feeling of degrarlation in any person being able to 
say they had had carnal connexion with their sister or daughter, renders it 
very probable that the Jharejas, indubitably Chiefs of Sind, brought down 
with them the '*nnatural practice. On the other hand, there is the supposi¬ 
tion above noticed that upon the arrival of the Jharejas in Kattywar, they 
experienced difficulty in procuring wives from the neighbouring Rajpoot States 
owing to their known backsliding (as the Rajpoots considered it) Into 
Islamism. 

This tradition is mentioned by Colonel Walker, who states that eighty-five 
daughters were immolated, not being able to find husbands. I wish we were 
able to establish this as a sound cause of exculpation for the Jharejas, but I 
fear, on investigation, this will not hold good. If the powerful tribe of Jharejas 
which immigrated into Kattywar, and subdued the Jetwas, had the influence 
to induce the Rajpoot inhabitants of the peninsula to give them their daughters 
in marriage, they could have found no difficulty in disposing of their female 
offspring to those Chiefs and their brethren, had they been so inclined. The 
fact of the Jam’s family having only saved two daughters since the establish¬ 
ment of the family in Kattywar speaks volumes. The Raos of Kutch have 
never preserved one legitimate daughter in their families till the present Chief 
did, one who subsequently died a natural death. Had they ever preserved 
daughters, tve should have heard of their living and dying maidens ; but, un<^ 
fortunately for the humanity of the Jharegas^ no such occurrence is known, 
save the tradition 1 have aboveroentioned, related by Colonel Walker, but such 
1 have never been able to trace as being more than fabulous. Jam Turaachee 
saved a daughter sixty-six years ago, and Ri^a Ubhesingjee of Jodhpoor, 
having come to Dwarka on a pilgrimage, and being received with great 
kindness on the part of the Jam, condescended to accept his daughter in mar* 
riage, which he did wiUi great pomp. This is the solitary instance of a Jhareja 
princess being accepted in marriage by a Beypoot king. A sister of an ancestor 
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of the Jam’s, when the family were in Kutch, and before the Kattywar branch 
reached the peninsula, was married to the viceroy of Ahmcdabad, a son of the 
Great Mogul Emperor of Delhi. Tliese are the only two instances of daugh-> 
ters having been preserved by the family of the Jam, With the exception of the 
present Chief, who saved one three years ago tinder the following circum¬ 
stances. When the Jam left his palace for the purpose of meeting Mr. 
Willoughby on his arrival at Nowanuggur, one of his wives was confined ; the 
messenger, sent to inform the Jam of the female progeny, could not obtain a 
hearing as long as the Chief was with Mr. Willoughby, and when the Jam 
arrived at home the child was several hours old, and he then refused his con¬ 
sent to destroy her, declaring that it was her “ Nttseeb.” The Jam professes 
that he will give his daughters to the Rana of Oodepoor, the Maharaja of 
Jodhpoor, and the Maharana of Jcypoor, the heads of the Seesodia, Rahtore^ 
and Kuchwa Rajpoots, but nothing is more true than that none of these princes 
will receive a Jhareja princess in marriage ; they consider them Mahomed- 
ans, and would not listen to a proposal of alliance with them, although on 
one occasion, and one only, it has certainly taken place. They would now 
never consent to bestowing their daughters on the Rao of Kutch, far less on 
the Jam, who is a younger branch of the head race. It is in vain, therefore, 
that the Jam, the primum mobile of the atrocious custom in this province, shall 
say in extenuation of his heinous crime that he can only marry his daughters 
to the Seesodia, Rahtore, or Kuchwa lords, and that, in consequence of the 
difficulty of his obtaining a match for his daughters, he is constrained to 
destroy them. The Seesodias and Rahtores generally would as soon think of 
marrying a Dher woman as a Jhareja. I will, at tlie expense of harassing the 
Honorable Board, relate an anecdote of the late Raja Gumbeersingjee of Edur, 
with whom I was on terms of intimacy, and who on his deathbed appointed 
me guardian of his only son, Jowansingjee, the present Chief. An Agent of 
the Raja of Drangdra, the Chief of the Jhalla .ribe of Rajpoots, arrived at 
Edur to negotiate the marriage of the son of the Raja with a daughter of the 
Rahtore lord. Gumbeersingjee sent for him (this anecdote was related to me 
by the Agent himself), and asked him what he meant. The ambassador 
humbly preferred his suitf and Gumbeersingjee desired him to leave his terri¬ 
tory without delay, or he should be summarily dealt with. ** You,” said the 
Raja, ** give your daughters to Jharejas,—dogs of Musulmans ; and you ask 
for your sons the daughters of Rajpoots: begone, or woe betide you!” The 
characterising features lof the Jhareja tribe are ignorance, arrogance, and vice. 
Hardly any can read or write. Those in Kattywar affect superiority over all 
other castes of Rajpoots, whom are superior to them, both in birth and 
personal qualities, and they are in the habitual exercise of the most diabolical 
vices, some of which are of a nature unfit to be mentioned. The Jam’s family 
is not only in the habit of killing every legitimate daughter, but every illegiti¬ 
mate ; and when I state that the present Jam has six wives^ and several 
concubines, who are kept in his secret seraglio, besides his assummg to himself 
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the privilege of cohabiting with any female whom his caprice points out, it can 
be supposed what a scene exists of female murder in his palace and environs. 
To watch the progress of crime is most awful. In all Jhareja towns there is 
a Jarge population of those degraded wretches, the Powyas, inmates of brothels 
for the most abominable wickedness. Mandavee, Nowanuggur, Goudul, and 
Uajkot, are the chief seats of these debased specimens of humanity.* The 
Jharejas arc, with few exceptions, in every way a disgrace to the name of 
man. To show any sympathy, therefore, with such people would be dis¬ 
graceful to an enlightened Government ; but viewing tliem in the light of 
barbarians, from which state it is impossible to believe that they have totally 
emerged, a lenient treatment of their iniquities, in consequence of the want 
of activity on the part of the British Government, and their own ignorance, 
appears to be the most efficacious mode of eradicating their vicious and un¬ 
natural propensities. Like all Asiatic conquerors, the Jhareja tribe by 
force obtained in marriage the daughters of the Rajpoot Chiefs whom they 
found in the country on their arrival, but it is authentically proved that they 
never gave their daughters to them in return; indeed, they had no daughters 
to give, having, in all probability, brought down with them the diabolical 
practice of feraa'e inlmolation from that hot-bed of iniquity, Sind, where it is 
so indiscriminately indulged in even to the present day. It is a matter of some 
.surprise that Mr. Elphinstone, when on his mission to Afghanistan, did not 
discover the fact of the horrid custom among the Wuzeer Kheil, Barukzyes, 
Alleezyes, Badoozyes, Ulkoozyes, Turrecn, &c. sects of Afghans^ who, from 
motives of pride, would never suffer any person to have the power to call 
himself their son in-law or brother-in-law (Janoye or Bunoee); but such is 
undimbtedly the fact, deposed to by one of themselves before me here. The 
power and consequent pride of the Jam family, who conquered the western 
district of Kattywar about five hundred years since, is the grand cause of the 
continuance of the crime. Whether the Jharejas were resolutely addicted to 
the crime v\hen they arrived in Kutch frSra Sind, or even when they arrived in 
Kattywar from Kutch, or whether they were induced to the perpetration of it 
from not being able to obtain matches for their daughters among their new 
Rajpoot neighbours, it is indubitable that they could have had no reason to 
continue the commission of it after they had by force of arms established their 
ascendancy in this province by their conquest of the Jetwa territory, and the 
constitution of their capital at Nowanuggur. Had the Jhallas, Jetwas, and 
the other true Rajpoot tribes been able effectually to resist the Jhareja arms, 
and refuse to give their daughters to a race of spurious descent, and, more¬ 
over, who would not give their female offspring in return, the mischievous 
results would have been averted; but their physical power prevailed over the 

* In Mandavee there are forty houses of Powyas; in Bhooj from fifteen to,twenty; in Xowa'> 
nugguT, forty; in Poorhunder (the Jetwas also being female child murderers) eight or ten. 
There are none iij the Jhalla villages, eud in Joonagur only one or two; in Rajkot, Dherok 
Moorvre, Qondul, and Dhonyee, several. 
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customs of the subdued tribes. It is useless to the object we have in viciw, 
therefore, to pursue this inquiry further, as, whether the Jharejas brought 
the custom with them from Sind, or, oven tracing its history further back, 
that it has some relation with the practice followed by the ancient cl%s- 
sical nations of eicposing children (as alluded to by Colonel Walker in 
liis report of March 1808), or that they really did find difficulty in ob¬ 
taining matches for their daughters, and thence reluctantly commenced it, 
nothing is more certain than that no obstacle exists at the present hour 
to any Jhareja, from the Jain to the owner of a single plough, finding a 
match for his daughter among a class equal in all respects both of caste, con¬ 
sequence, or substance. If, therefore, the obstacles to the marriage of the 
females are removed, what can be the operating cause for the commission of 
the crime at the present day? I think we may assert, without fear of 
contradiction, that the cause is ignorance, arising from want of education. 
Much has been said of the immutability of the Hindoos, but what is immuta¬ 
bility but ignorance ? Men who in their several occupations arc content to 
tread step for step in the paths wherein their fathers trod, entirely divest 
themselves of the properties of thinking beings. The Jharejas kill their child¬ 
ren because their fathers did ; and among tlic lower orders, their attention 
never having been drawn to it, they have never even given the subject a thought. 
Are we not, therefore, bound, as their earthly protectors, to place in their power 
the unspeakable advantages of education? I have already stated that the Jam 
jirofessos to give his daughters only to the Oodepoor, Jeypoor, and Jodhpoor 
princes, and to the Raja of Drangdra, the Chief of the Jhalla tribe in Kattywar, 
To the three former he might with equal justice have added the King of Eng¬ 
land, or the Pope; for although on one occasion the Jodhpoor Raja condescended 
to receive into his seraglio the daughter of the Jam under the peculiar circum¬ 
stances abovementioned, the three Rajpoot houses above alluded to would have 
as much objection to receive the daughter of -he Rao of Kutch, the elder 
branch of the Jam’s family, as would either of the two other personages. 
Such indignation as we can imagine would have been displayed by Richard 
Plantagenet, on the possibility being hinted to him of his allying himself with 
the daughter of a serf, wquld undoubtedly be exhibited by one of the Rajpoot 
lords of Oodepoor, Judhpoor, or Jeypoor, on the proposition of a Jhareja 
aUianoe being made to them. In order to place Government in possession of 
the requisite information, I here append a memorandum showing the state of 
the customs regarding marriage which are at present in force in Kattywar, 
and from this. Government will be able to judge of the change which it will 
be necessary to effect before Infanticide and its operating causes are discon*' 
tinned:— 

^'The Jam professes to give bis daughters to the Chief of the Drangdra 
fhmily, or his eldest son and heir, as head of the Jhalla tribe,—to no others in 
Kattywar; but lie has never yet given one. In Raj pootana to Oodepoor, Jeypoor, 
and Jodhpoor only; but they will not take them. But only one daughter of 
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Jam Lakajce’s has been preserved for these ten generations, and she was 
given to Ramsingjee of Jodhpoor. The Jam will take from Drangdra, Bhow- 
tmggur, Soda; from the head family of each only. The Drangdra Raja will 
gjve his daughters to the Jam and Rao of Kutch, Poorbunder, and Arreysir (a 
Bhyad of Kutch). He will take from the head Jharejas, such as the Bhyad of 
the Jam, and Waghelas, Chowras, and Gohels. The Raja of Bhownuggur 
will give to the Jam and to the chief family of the Jhallas. lie will take from 
the Pirmars, petty Jhallas, Waghelas, and Jetwas; will give to Jharejas and 
Jhallas, and will take fr(tm petty Jhallas and Jharejas. Jharejas and Sodas 
will also give their illegitimate daughters to Musuhnans. Instances have hap¬ 
pened of this. Kessurbaee, the daughter of Rao Khengarjee, by a concubine 
named Jettee, the real mother of the present Rao, has been married to the 
Nuwab of Joonagur, and the late Jemadar Futteh Mahomed of Kutch was 
married to the late Jhareja Jyajee’s wife’s sister. These two ladies were the 
daughters of Soda Morgee, of Nuggur Parkur. Waghelas will take from 
Jhallas, Pirmars, and Rahtores; and will give to Jhallas, Jharejas, and 
Gohels. Pirmars will give to every sect of Rajpoots, and will take from 
Jharejas, Gohels, and Jhallas.” 

Colonel Tod sagaciously remarks that, “ although religion nowhere autho¬ 
rises this barbarity, the laws which regulate marriage amongst the Rajpoots 
powerfully promote Infanticide. Not only is intermarriage prohibited between 
families of the same clan (Campa), but between those of the same tribe (Gote); 
and though centuries may have intervened since their separation, and branches 
thus transplanted may have lost their original patronymic, they can never be 
regrafted on the original stem. For instance, though eight centuries have 
separated the two grand subdivisions of the Gehlotes, and the younger, the 
Secsodia, has superseded the elder, the Aharya, each ruling distinct States, a 
jnarriage between any of the branches would be deemed incestuous. The 
Seesodia is yet brother to the Aharya, and regards every female of the race 
as his sister. Every tribe has, thereftre, to look abroad, to a race distinct 
from its own, for suitors for the females. Foreign war, international feuds, or 
other calamities, affect tribes the most remote from each other, nor can war 
or famine thin the clans of Marwar without diminishing the female population 
of Amber. Thus both suffer in a two-fold degree. Many virtuous and hu¬ 
mane princes have endeavoured to check or mitigate an evil, in the eradica¬ 
tion of which every parental feeling would co-operate. Sumptuary edicts 
alone can control it; and the Rajpoots were never sufficiently enamoured of 
despotism to permit it to rule within their private dwellings. The plan propos¬ 
ed, and in some degree followed, by the great Jeysingof Amber, might with 
caution be pursued, and with great probability of success. He submitted to 
the prince of every .Rajpoot State a decree, which was laid before a convoca¬ 
tion of their respective vassals, in which he regulated the Daeja, or dower, 
and other marriage expenditure, with reference to the property of the vassal, 
limiting it to* one year’s income of the estate.” 
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18. I.—The first measure, therefore, which I shall propose, is that all the 
Rajpoot Chiefs in Kattywar shall be required (and I sincerely believe that 
they can be persuaded) to enter into an engagement that they will not give their 
daughters to any tribe who will not give them their daughters in return. TJje 
pride and the determined wickedness of the Jharejas will thereby be struck at; 
and their proper position in society be defined without any violent measures. 

II. —That the Jhareja Chiefs shall be required to enter into a stipulation 
that the expenses of the marriage of the daughters of their Bhyad shall not 
exceed the amount to be fixed at a general meeting of the caste, and be in¬ 
formed that Government will cheerfully assist the indigent to the same extent 
as any other caste, but not to a greater. 

III. —Although I deprecate the resort to severity in the outset, and even 
at this stage of the business, still I am far from recommending that no punish¬ 
ment should be held up to the J harejas in case they will persevere in the 
iniquity. I therefore consider that a distinctly specified penalty ought to be 
proclaimed in case of the infringement of their engagements after a certain 
time, to be fixed by Government. This ought, 1 consider, to be divided into 
two heads, viz. first, loss of Giras; second, degradation. 1 consider these penal¬ 
ties to be reasonable, just, and efficacious. After the unwearied attention the 
Chiefs have seen has been paid to the subject by the late Political Agent, evinc¬ 
ing the deep anxiety on the part of his (Government to abolish the practice, 
and after the explicit intimation of its intentions, whicli 1 have communicated 
to almost every Jhareja Chief personally and in the clearest manner, the Chiefs 
can have no right to expect less. Besides, too great a relaxation of measures at 
this period would tend to impress the Chiefs with a sense of the weakness of 
our cause, and defeat our object. 1 shall presently allude to a proposition 
made by several Jhareja Chiefs, to the effect that they would bind themselves, 
under penalty of loss of their estates, to abolish the practice, on promise of 
amnesty for the past, and I feel sure that almr U every, if not every Chief 
would willingly agree to this. If th'ey do not, hoivever. Government will 
probably decide that we have gained the undoubted right to place before them 
that alternative. The Chiefs themselves know well the engagements their 
ancestors entered into witl^ Colonel Walker on the part of the British Govern¬ 
ment, and they all witlrone accord declare that the British Government has 
religiously - maintained its part in the obligation. To inform, therefore, the 
Chiefs explicitly that the Government has broken its terms with them, in 
consequence of their repeated breach of their part of the stipulation, is nothing 
more than justice, and that, therefore, they shall be deprived of their hereditary 
property. This principle, Ohink, ought to be applied to the Chiefs who are 
proved not to have discoun^anced the practice in their territories. Those of 
minor importance, who are seen to countenance the crime, t 9 be degraded by not 
being allowed to sit in the presence of the Agent or otherwise,'*^ The objec- 

* Sir John Malcolm says, in hiawork on Central Iiidia:—"In speaking to those Natives who 
eiyoyed superior rank and station under the authority or control of the British Government, I 
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tion made by Champraj Wala to be tried by Jhareja Chiefs I Confidently assert 
has been productive of the greatest benefit. The Jharejas have opened their 
eyes; they now see that they will inevitably be degraded if this custom is 
c<y)tinued, and especially they perceive that a detestation of the practice has 
commenced throughout the country. I have so laboured lately to impress 
upon the Jharejas the indignation of the British Government against such an 
atrocity, sometimes by mildness and sometimes by stern denunciation, that I 
am truly of opinion that a revolution has already taken place in the minds of 
the Jhareja population, and that the result will hereafter be manifest. 

IV. —The principle of the responsibility of the Chiefs for the conduct of their 
Bhyad and vassals to be strictly observed. This is according to immemorial 
custom, and, besides, the principle on which Colonel Walker framed his settle‘* 
merits, subscribed to by the Chiefs themselves. 

V. —The minute scrutiny by the census to be the test, and all Chiefs to be 
enjoined to grant their efficient aid to the census. 

VI. —On the occasion of Soorajee’s case being brought forward, there was 
a petition on the part of some of the Chiefs, to the effect that if a general 
amnesty was given to the committers of the crime, they would engage most 
solemnly to disc mtinue it for the future. The same proposition was repeated 
by the Jam in his letter which I had the honour to forward on the 12th of 
this month, and has since been repeated to me by many Jhareja and other 
Chiefs. I am disposed sincerely to recommend this measure to (Government ; 
punishment is resorted to, Non qma peccatum est, sed ne peccetuY; therefore, if we 
have a reasonable hojie of abolishing this atrocity by means of persuasion and 
collateral subsidiary enactments, the immediate resort to rigour is not expedient. 

I have strong hopes that the pardon granted to former transgressors will enlist 
the people, not only the Jhareja, but other tribes, in our favour, and that such 
a feeling will give weight and efficiency to the measures of coercion, of which it 
will in future be necessary to make^use, should determined offenders bedetected, 
and thereby secure, eventually, effectual Success to our exertions. I here owe 
an apology to Government for directly contravening their views, but 1 must 
throw myself on the indulgence of the Honorable Board. I am now advanc-* 
ing opinions strongly opposed to the previously expressed orders of the Govern¬ 
ment, and, most probably, 1 am erroneous in the view 1 take of this question. 
The Government, in reply to a letter of mine, in which 1 deprecated the system 
of espionage, declared that, whenever a charge was preferred, or suspicion 
of a case of Infanticide exists, inquiry should immediately follow, otherwise 
we can never hope to suppress the practice.” In the Government letter of the 

9th July 1836, paragraph 5, the views of Government are more vehemently 

% 

have always expressed my horror at self-immolation, and my hope that through their influenee in 
society and their desire not to outrage the feelings of their European superiors, it would in time 
be abolished. But with regard to Infanticide, I have ever, when it was mentioned, stated my 
id>horrenee of the murders that were committed under the plea of this usage, and refomd to 
see those who practised it. Such sentiments were never found to give offence.’* 
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expressed as to the rigour to be pursued in cases of suspected Infanticide 
Captain Lang’s remark of the necessity of clear and rigorous examination of 
every case to which the smallest suspicion attaches, is, in the opinion of the 
llight Honorable the Governor in Council, perfectly just.’* I humbly confess 
myself to be of an entirely different opinion, but perfectly ready to carry out 
the views dictated by the superior wisdom of Government, to their full extent, 
in the case of the Right Honorable the Governor in Council adhering to 
the sentiments communicated to me so decidedly in the letter alluded to. Much 
as it would distress me to be obliged to violate the sanctity of a Rajpoot 
family, still I shall ever consider it my duty to obey the paramount orders of 
roy superior authority, in opposition to my own personal feelings. I therefore 
beg to submit to the wisdom of the Honorable Board the proposition that the 
period of two years, or such other time as Government shall decide, shall 
be granted to the Jharejas and others in the habit of committing the crime, 
during which time no investigation shall be made either with regard to former 
or late cases, and that the result of the census at the termination of that period 
shall be the test. If Government, in its wisdom and benevolence, agrees to 
this proposition, the intermediate means to which I should wish to resort for 
the suppression of this enormity are kind treatment and persuasion, never 
losing sight of the exposition of the penalty in case of determined disobedience. 
I have already experienced the immense benefits of personal communication 
with the Chiefs, and 1 shall consider it a paramount duty for me to visit every 
Jhareja district, and hold an earnest and explicit conversation with the Chiefs 
as well as with as many of the lower orders, as 1 maybe able. It may appear 
inconsistent with the view of the question I have expressed throughout this 
report, regarding the evils of domestic inquisition, for me to recommend the 
continuance of the census, which must involve inquisition to a certain extent. 
I should greatly rejoice were there any plan which seemed at all feasible by 
which this step might be avoided ; but, after tue repeated breach of faith on 
the part of the Jharejas, it is evident \:hat it Would be trifling with the subject 
to rely on their promises, and no means exist but the census of ascertaining the 
fact of their having kept their engagements or not. Besides, conciliatory 
conduct on the part of the censors, (one of wb3m Government has already sane-* 
tloned, is to be a respectable woman,) and care in paying every attention to the 
feelings of the people which the nature of the case will admit, will soften, as 
much as we have it in our power, the evil which it is indispensably necessaiy 
to incur. The present censor, Moonshee Goolam Mahomed, is a man of 
integrity and zeal ; but, to prevent as far as we are able the chance of collusion 
or error, the consequence^ which would be so fatal, such important interests 
being at stake, I should beg to propose the employment, for the present, of 
another censor on the same salary. By dividing the Jhareja districts between 
the two censors, and sending them to different districts each year from those 
they IMsited the last, the chances of mistake would be greatly diminished, at an 
inconsiderable expense* 
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VII.—The assistance of the Rao of Kutch, the head of the Jhareja com* 
munity, is one of the most essential desiderata towards the suppression of the 
crime; and I am rejoiced to inform Government that I have in my possession 
tianslation of a private and confidential letter written by His Highness the 
Rao, in answer to a secret application on the part of the Jam for his advice 
as to the conduct he was to pursue with regard to the practice, on the renew- 
ed notice of the custom on the part of Government. This document was fur¬ 
nished to me by my friend, Captain Burnes, in a communication in which he 
said that His Highness wrote it in his own hand, and that the original draft was 
couched in &r stronger terms, and that it was only through the advice of some 
of his dependants that he had been induced todilute it. Then note is as follows:-— 
“ You have asked my advice, through Mehta Toolseedas, about killing 
female children, to which the Sirkar is making objections. My reply is, as to 
what you have written, I believe that if it was not an improper thing the 
Sirkar would not notice it, and if it is an improper thing how can we agree to 
pursue it? My advice is this; when Colonel Walker arranged the affairs of 
this part of the country, I have understood that you entered into engagements 
pledging your Kowl* to maintain them. That pledge continue to respect; and 
you ought to ^dopt every measure accordingly, because the Sirkar is anxious 
that we do not violate the precepts of our Dhurm Shasters. Such is their wish, 
and we ought to entertain the same, and strive by all means to accomplish good.** 
Here we have the very essence of success;—The feudal superior of all the 
Jhareja tribe, an educated and intelligent young man, in the practice of justice 
and benevolence, addicted to no vices, with a warm desire for knowledge, and 
great and sincere attachment to the British Government; His Highness being 
on the side of the great cause, we cannot possibly, if we judiciously take ad¬ 
vantage of our position, fail in the cause of humanity. As 1 have above said, 
a great revolution will necessarily be created in the Rajpoot community in 
Kattywar by the entire suppression of Infanticide on the part of the Jharejas. 

I beg leave to propose that the general convocation of the Chiefs cf the Rajpoot 
race, sanctioned by Government, shall be held at Bhooj, in the presence of the 
Resident in Kutch and myself, where a plan can be distinctly drawn out for 
the conduct and observance of all classes, for the end of reconciling all dis¬ 
cordant customs, and fixing the social relations of the Rajpoot race in this 
part of the country on a secure and permanent basis. The first great object 
would be to induce the Chiefs to agree to a stipulation that they would give 
their daughters to none who will not give their daughters in return in mar¬ 
riage to them. We cannot hope to abolish that law among the Rajpoots 
which prevents any of a kindred tribe interchanging daughters, neither is it 
expedient; but we can surely obtain the fulfilment of the agreement I have 
now stated. We have the highest possible authority for such a regulation,— 
that of no less a personage than Rana Jeysing of Amber, one of the noblest of 

* Solemn word of honour. 
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the Rajpoot race: he exerted himself to the utmost towards the extinction of 
this abominable practice, and enacted sumptuary measures similar to tliose 
now proposed for the abolition of the custom. Colonel Tod says, in his work 
on Rajasthan, as above quoted—Many virtuous and humane princes ha^e 
endeavoured to check or mitigate an evil, in the eradication of which every 
parental feeling would co-operate. Sumptuary edicts alone can control it, and 
the Rajpoots were never sufficiently enamoured of despotism to permit it to 
rule within their private dwellings. The plan proposed, and in some degree 
followed, by the great Jeysing of Amber, might with caution be pursued, and 
with great probability of success. He submitted to the prince of every 
Rajpoot State a decree, which was laid before a convocation of their respec¬ 
tive vassals, in which he regulated the Daeja, or dower, and other marriage 
expenditure, with reference to the property of the vassal, limiting it to one 
year’s income of the estate.” This being made known to the Rajpoots here, 
would have the most beneficial effect. 

VIII.—I now come to the last proposition which my judgment dictates to 
me to be submitted to the Right Honorable, the Governor in Council, to the 
end of the abolition of this iniquity; and I confess my implicit conviction that 
it is not only the best, but the only means by which Government has it in its 
power effectually and finally to eradicate the atrocious crime now under con¬ 
sideration. 1 mean education, mental improvement, and moral amelioration 
of the mass of the people ,—Virtutis indagatrix expultrixqw vitiorum ; and 
without which all our best efforts must be abortive. Among such a population, 
drowned in ignorance, superstition, and vice, what engine can be used to re¬ 
claim them ? As to the Jharejas themselves, any reasonable man would at once 
declare that no law could control their iniquity. The voice of conscience, the 
representative of God in the hearts of men, ** GodC» umpire^ is entirely hushed 
in the breasts of these relentless wretches. To awaken within them this divine 
monitor, to what earthly power can we appeal ? It is true that no one became 
infamous all at once, but it is equally so that no one sunk in the deepest abyss 
of iniquity can ever suddenly become virtuous. It has been well remarked, 
that when we look into the history of the world, two things are seen upon 
every page—man’s ignojfonce and man’s wickedness.” History presents another 
truth : the most ignorant individuals as well as nations have been the most 
vicious and degraded. The Jharejas themselves are a forcible example of this 
truth. The present condition of the world reveals slavery and misery where the 
people are ignorant, and liberty and happiness where there is mental and moral 
light: where the mind is not improved by virtue and knowledge, it will be 
governed and debased by ^ passions and appetites, and employed in planning 
and executing that which destroys happiness and prevents improvement. How 
far human suffering may be attributed to ignorance, or bow many of the evils 
wbidi have and do still exist among the inhabitants of the earffi originated 
from ignorance, would be difficult to ascertain, but we know enough to be 
Jdsured that the amount of suffering from ignorance is unmeasurable, and the 
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evils unmeasurable. Ignorance has not only multiplied evils by misapplying 
vrhat is good, but has given an imaginary existence to many of the most fear- 
ful nature which have long distressed and enslaved the human race. Ignorance 
apd error have always led to the commission of the most atrocioiu deeds of 
wickedness, and to the habitual adherence to crime. The Jharejas, by a 
legend repeated by Colonel Walker, and preserved to the present day, give as 
an excuse for their iniquity, the sanction of a Rajgor, or spiritual preceptor, for 
the unnatural practice; but it is well established, tiiat a religion like theirs, 
based on the deepest superstition, will lead men to the worst and most im¬ 
pious actions. It has been frequently known that mothers have, under the 
influence of this 8])ecies of superstitious feeling, been induced to desire the death 
of their offspring, contrary to the wish of the father. Tlie following anecdote 
is related in Mr. Wilkinson’s report on Infanticide. 

The following statement may,^I believe, be relied on as a fact ; it was made 
to me by the Rajgor Vukeel, by name Kondoo Punt Show, who is distin¬ 
guished amongst those about me for his superior regard for truth ; his benl^ too, 
was towards softening the traits related. He told me that Thakoor Meghsing, 
a Chundrawut Rajpoot of the Rampoor family, and a connexion of the Rajgor 
Chief, had had four daughters; that he had preserved two of these and des¬ 
troyed the others. That the elder of the daughters preserved had reached the 
age of nineteeii, but that he had been unable from his poverty to secure a suit¬ 
able match for the girl ; that this difficulty had appeared so great a calamity to the 
Thakooranee, his wife, that she had proposed to destroy the younger daughter 
by poison, who was still only five years old, to save her from the like disgrace 
of remaining unmarried after reaching years of puberty. The Thakoor pub¬ 
licly and freely discussed the propriety of following the mother's advice, but 
that he, the Vukeel, on hearing the proposal, was horrified, and warned him 
against committing so cruel a murder, threatening him with the Agent’s displea¬ 
sure. How perverted and lu>w utterly annihilated must all the best feelings of 
our nature be in a tribe where such a pfbposition could be not only entertain¬ 
ed by an individual of it, but deliberately canvassed in the community! What, 
except dire blindness and superstition, “ ionium potuit suadere mahnm ? ” 
People in this deplorable state of ignorance never can be expected to feel their 
proper relations either towards God or man. Not having their moral or 
intellectual nature developed or put in exercise by mental and moral instruc¬ 
tion, they are ignorant of any other happiness but that derived from the 
gratification of their lowest natures, their animal appetites and passions. The 
principal cause, therefore, of this as well as of other human evils, is a sensual 
and diseased nature domineering over the moral and intdlectual nature. If 
knowledge is of use in other communities, of how much greater benefit 
it must be to such a race, who, instead of knowing nothii^, know nothing 
but what is bad. Th^ never has been an instance since the creation of the 
world of any community, entirely devoid of knowledge and instruction^ being 
in the practice of virtuous actions, or, indeed, not being in the habitual 
practice of bad. To expect therefore, an exception to such d fimt in tha 
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inhabitants of this province would be tantamount to shooting at the sun. They 
have, I fear, enough to answer for; but it is only to be wondered at, when 
their profound state of ignorance is considered, that they are not a worse 
and more immoral race than they actually are. Mr. Wilkinson, who has devot¬ 
ed his distinguished talents and indefatigable research to this subject, made 
a very important and remarkable discovery, viz. that on the commission of the 
atrocious deed, the Jhareja considered himself so far polluted as to require the 
purification used by Hindoos on the occasion of any offence being committed 
against his spiritual rules, and that such was usually performed by a present 
of food, Seeda Sunnyanif to the Brahmin or Brahmins who were his family 
priests. I made inquiries if that were the case in this proviiu e, and find 
that such was the custom formerly, but, for purposes of concealment, it was 
never now resorted to. The committers of the crime now, therefore, do not 
possess even the show of conscience. I need not dilate on such a subject 
generally, but will bring it to bear on the present question in a more particular 
manner. Out of the twenty-eight Chiefs to whom Mr. Willoughby sent the 
proclamation, only eight or nine can read. The Chiefs of Rajkot and Gondul 
have not the most remote knowledge of that art. Two copies were sent to 
the Jam, but he declared himself he had never read it, indeed, it would have 
been as much as he could do to have perused it in a day. The Chief of 
Gondul, when I asked him, said he had not heard it read, but that he had 
heard from his minister that “ a paper had come from the Sirkar about female 
children.” The generality of the Jhareja Chiefs replied, *‘that they had received 
the paper, placed it on their heads, and sent their salaams to Mr. Willoughby in 
return.” The poorer Chiefs, Talookdars of one village, never had the procla¬ 
mation read to them, and, if they had heard it read, would have found diffi¬ 
culty in comprehending it without assistance. 1 have already in my report, 
dated the 1st of May last, brought to the notice of Government the deplor¬ 
able state of ignorance among the Chiefs of thir province, their Bhyad, or 
brethren ; and unless Government deliberately resolves to extend the advan¬ 
tages of education over this community, no hope can be entertained 
of finally and effectually eradicating this atrocious custom. I have already 
exerted myself toward tj)is object by disseminating copies of two small 
works in Guzerathee, which 1 originally procured from my friend, Mr. 
Wilkinson. I have distributed copies to every Jhareja, and many other Raj¬ 
poot Chiefs, many of whom eagerly accepted them. I have, with the assistance 
of the two Pundits whom 1 brought with me from Bombay, translated several 
different works into Guzerathee for distribution among the Chiefs and such 
as will value them. A short history of the state of England, moral tales, 
grammars, spelling-books, Sb. are already completed, and ready to be trans¬ 
mitted to Bombay to be lithographed. If Government lyill, in their wisdom, 
grant an amnesty towards this blind and misguided race, I will occupy my 
time in travelling over the province, addressing myself to the Chiefs them¬ 
selves personally, calling up any latent good feelings which Inay still lie, 
though dormant, in. their breasts, exhorting them to adherence to their engage- 
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ments and the practice of virtue. By such means, even with the limited 
acquaintance I possess of the manners and customs of the natives of the 
peninsula, I feel confident of gaining a large number of converts to the cause 
of virtue, even if 1 should not succeed in entirely abolishing the atrocity. In 
the letter dated 27th April 1836* from the Honorable the Court of Directors, 
it is clearly stated that ** Mr. Willoughby’s report on the effect of our measures 
for the suppression of Infanticide in Kattywar is highly creditable to him, and 
is on the whole satisfactory. For, though it shows that the practice still prevails 
very extensively, it shows also that a great and progressive decrease has been 
produced by the edbrts of the British Government. It is impossible not to 
concur in the observations of Mr. Willoughbyf when he says that, ^to effect 
the complete extinction of the practice we must enlist the feelings of the com¬ 
munity on our side; we must, more especially in the first instances that are 
brought to light, avoid the danger of exciting sympathy in favour of delinquents, 
thereby deterring persons from informing against them who might otherwise be 
disposed to do so. In short, unless we are able to carry public opinion with us, 
and inflict such penalties only as are likely to be recognised as just by the 
respectable portion of the community, our endeavours in the cause of humanity 
will be long regarded, or may altogether fail.’ On these grounds we should 
have disapproved of the infliction upon the Chief of Rajkot (who was proved to 
have, in violation of his engagement, destroyed his female infant) of any severer 
penalty than that which you have imposed upon him.” 

This is the direct and most true policy. “ Truth prevails by delay and expo¬ 
sure,” and by a steady adherence to such principles the truth must eventually 
conquer. The principles upon which I propose to act are ail in perfect 
accordance with the above-expressed opinion of the Honorable Court, of 
which I shall never lose sight. Again, let us consider the immense advan¬ 
tages we shall acquire by having effected this desirable reformation by gentle 
means instead of violent! When its final abolition shall have been effected, 
the people will look back with astonishment at the wickedness of their fathers 
and learn to bless the British Government, who had conducted them by sure 
and firm steps to a state of virtue and happiness. 

19. I beg to refer you to my letter of the Ist ultimo, for the principles on 
which 1 wish to propose that the education of the natives of the province 
should be conducted. 

20. Should Government concur with me in the view I have taken of the sub¬ 
ject, it will be expedient to make a few alterations in the proclamation issued in 
September 1834, which, 1 should suggest, should be in some measure modified. 
The eulogy to the Jam ought, I think, to be omitted, and the reference to the 
state of the population in the other Talookas, which is in some cases erroneous. 
I see no objection tathe insertion of the renewed agreemefnt of Jam Jussajee 

* Vide extract from the Honorable Court’s despatch, grven at page 472 of this Selec¬ 
tion. 

t. Vide page 467. 
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of 1812, in which allusion is made to the Shastera, but the penalties, in case of 
infraction of their eng^ements for the future, ought, in my opinion, to be more 
distinctly specified. 1 therefore append a draft of an amended proclamation 
(vide Appendix B), suited to existing circumstances, for tlie approval of (Jie 
Right Honorable the Governor in Council. I also forward for sanction a 
draft of a circular letter (vide Appendix C) which I propose to issue to all 
the Chiefs, for the purpose of inducing them to meet me, and settle the subsi¬ 
diary arrangements consequent on the renunciation of the practice of Infanti¬ 
cide. I consider that this meeting ought, as I have above stated, to be held 
at Bhooj, and all the principal Chiefs of Kattywar and Kutch summoned to 
attend. I am confident of being able to command the attendance of all the 
Chiefs interested on this side the Gulf; and I hope Government wiU use their 
influence with the Rao and the Chiefs in that country also to attend the 
assembly. The Resident in Kutch I hope will be addressed by Government 
particularly to lend his earnest and able co-operation towards the measures 
now contemplated, for nothing but unanimity and activity can ensure success. 

21. 1 have the honour to append a statement of the state of the Infanticide 
Fund up to his date. (Appendix D.) 

22. I likewise annex, for the information of the Right Honorable the 
Governor in Council, copy of {^'cements entered into by the Chiefs of Malwa, 
at Mr. Wilkinson’s instigation, for the purpose of abolishing the crime of 
Infanticide. (Appendix £.) 

23. The censor has already left this for the purpose of taking the census 
of the province of Hallar, which I have every hope will be completed in a 
few months, when the result shall be laid before Government, with any remarks 
that may occur to me on the subject. 

24. The population of the peninsula of Kattywar is known to be very 
small in comparison with other tracts of country of a similar extent, and it 
cannot be doubted but that the custom of FemaL Infanticide must have tended 
in a great degree to this result. The tower orders of Rajpoots are mostly culti¬ 
vators by profession, or employ themselves in the otlier occupations of pro¬ 
ductive labour, so that the deficiency of women among so large a tribe as the 
Jharejas must have don^ much mischief to thi» prosperity of the country. By 
the abolition, therefore, of this long-continued custom, besides the important 
service rendered to the cause of humanity and virtue, the British Government 
will confer a lasting temporal benefit on the inhabitants of this province. 

25. I am at present engaged in the inquiries alluded to in the 5th para¬ 
graph of my letter to Mr. Secretary Willoughby’s address of the 12th of this 
month, respecting the oth^ classes in the province who are addicted to this 
vice, but they are not at jmsent sufficiently advanced to be of any service 
towaids the general question, and will hereafter be brought to the notice of the 
JUght Honorable the Governor in Council. 

I have the honour to be, Ac. 

(Signed) J. Ebskinb, 

Political Agent. 


Jt€fjhotf 30tA June 1837. 
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P.S.—I shall delay furnishing the Resident in Kutch with a copy of this 
report until the receipt of the answer of Government as to whether my views 
are approved of, or not, by the Honorable Board. 


APPENDIX A. 

Extract from a Letter to C. £. Trbveltan, Er^., Deputy Secretary to Govern¬ 
ment f Fort William ; dated 31st Avgust 1835. 

The suppression of In&nticide appears to me by far the most difficult subject 
that we have ever had to deal with in India : Suttees, or the immolation of 
children in the Ganges, were nothing when compared to it. They simply 
required the fiat of the Government to put a stop to them in our own terri« 
tories; but even to check Infanticide we have to oppose not only sentiments 
which are strong enough to suppress the common feelings of human nature, and, 
I may even say, of the most savage wild animals, but to interfere in the most 
secret and sacred affairs amongst the higher classes of natives, of women; for 
no one who has been a short time in India, and has used his powers of obser¬ 
vation, can have helped perceiving how scrupulously every man pretending to 
respectability ret'.ains from any allusion to his females, old or young. 

When I first came to Kutch ten years ago, I set out with all the zeal of a 
new comer to root out the practice, but I soon discovered my mistake. 
The Mehtas, sent at my request by the then Regency, were either cajoled by 
false returns, or expelled from towns and villages, not only by the classes 
charged with the crime, but by the other inhabitants whom long habit had 
taught to view the business with indifference, if not absolute approbation. I 
next got the Durbar to summon all the Jharejas to Bhooj, and, partly by threat 
and partly by persuasion, arranged with them to furnish quarterly statements 
of the births within their respective estates. This plan I saw from the outset 
was defective, but it was the best I could^hit upon at the moment. It proved, 
however, an utter failure; within six months most of the Jharejas declared 
their inability to act up to their agreement, even as far as regarded their 
nearest relations. 

Several fathers, for instance, assured me that they dsre not establish such a 
scrutiny regarding their grown-up sons, and the few censuses that were fur¬ 
nished I found to have been drawn up by guess-work from what may be term¬ 
ed the j^tittle-tattle of the village. My next idea was, that as all the Jharejas 
profess to he blood relations of the Rao of Kutch, they might be requested to 
announce to him as the head of the tribe, as well as government, the fact of 
their wives being enceinte, and eventually the result. This scheme appeared 
feasible to the ministers, but when we proposed it to the Jhareja members of 
the Regency, they received it with feelings of equal disgust and horror. Two 
modes further suggested themselves of carrying our object The one to use 
direct authority and force; but that would, no doubt, be at variance with the 
spirit, if not the letter of the treaty. The other to grant a portion to every 
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Jhareja girl on her marrif^e. This latter method had been proposed to the 
Bombay Government by my predecessor (Mr. Gardiner), had been explicitly 
negatived, and that n^ative had been confirmed by the Honorable Court of 
Directors; under these circumstances I was obliged to remain quiet. Sir John 
Malcolm came to Bhooj in March 1830. He made a speech to the assem¬ 
bled Jharejas on the enormity of the crime, and told them the English nation 
would force the East India Company to dissolve all connection with a people 
who persisted in it. The Jharejas, of course, individually denied the charge, 
but they afterwards inquired from me how the Governor could talk so to them 
at a moment when we were courting the friendship of Sind, in which child- 
murder is carried to a much greater extent than even in Kutch, for it is a well- 
known fact, that all the illegitimate offspring born to men of any rank in that 
country are indiscriminately put to death, without reference to sex. Sub¬ 
sequent to Sir John’s visit, an impostor of the name of Vijjia Bhutt went 
to Bombay, presented a petition to Government setting forth my siipine- 
ness, and offering, if furnished with some Peons, to do all that was required. 
This petition was referred to me to report on, which I did as it merited, and 
matters lay in abeyance till the young Rao was installed in July 1834, when 
he adopted the most decided steps to enforce that article of the treaty which 
provides for the suppression of Infanticide. He took a paper from the 
whole of his brethren, reiterating that stipulation, and agreeing to abide the 
full consequences if they broke it. 1 officially promised the Kao our support 
in all his measures, and we have been watching ever since for an occasion to 
make a signal example ,* but the difficulty of tracing and bringing home such 
an allegation will be understood from this letter, and it would be ruin to at¬ 
tempt to do so on uncertain grounds and fail. 1 do, however, think that our 
best, perhaps only chance of success rests with the Rao, who is most sincere 
in his detestation of the crime and his wish to stop it. 

I quite concur with Mr. Wilkinson that Infanticide is carried to an extent 
of which we have hardly yet a complete notion in India. The Rao told me 
very recently, that he had just found out that a tribe of Musulmans called “Sum- 
mas,” who came originally from Sind, and now inhabit the islands in the 
Runn, paying an ill-defined obedience to Kutch, put all their daughters to death 
merely to save the experjse and trouble of rearing them. He has taken a 
bond from all the heads of the tribe to abandon the horrid custom, but, as he 
justly remarked, he has hardly the means of enforcing it. 

I had no intention, when I took up my pen, of saying so much, but have 
been insensibly drawn on to tell you all I know of Infanticide in Kutch ; of its 
oris^ 1 can only repeat the general tradition of its being a scheme hit on by 
Jharejas to preveH their daughters, who cannot marry in their own 
trilMSom disgracing their families by prostitution. The Jharejas of Kutch 
hav^terhaps, adopted all the vices, whilst they have few or none of the saving 
qualities of MusUlmans. No people appear to have so thorough a contempt for 
Fomen, and yet, strange to say, we often seethe “dowagers” of households 
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taking the lead in both public and |Nrivate matters amongst them. Their tenets 
are, however, that women are innately vicious; and it must be confessed that 
they have good cause to draw this conclusion in Kutch, in which I strongly 
suspect there is hardly one chaste female. We can understand the men amongst 
the Jharejas getting reconciled to Infanticide, from hearing it spoken of from 
their very births as a necessary and laudable proceeding; but several instances 
have been told to me where young mothers, just before married from other' 
tribes, and even brought from distant countries, have strenuously uiged the 
destruction of their own inhints, even in opposition to the father’s disposition 
to spare them. This is a state of things for which I confess 1 cannot offer any 
explanation, and which would astonish us in a tigress or a she wolf. 

(A true extract) 

(Signed) Henry Pottinosr. 

(True copy) 

(Signed) J. Erskine, 

Political Agent. 

APPENDIX B, 

Bv THE British Government. 

t 

A Proclamation. 

1. Notwithstanding the great anxiety so often evinced on the part of the 
Sirkar, concerning the abolition of the wicked custom of killing female 
infants, which has so long existed in the province of Kattywar, it still appears, 
from returns of the population of the Jharejas and others, that this crime is up 
to the present day committed. 

2. Mr. Willoughby, the late Political Agent, took the greatest interest in 
this subject, yet the people appear to have neglected his benevolent advice and 
the orders of Government. 

3. Setting both God and man at defiance, the Jharejas, and even .some 
others, have persevered up to this time in this atrocity. 

4. Every person possessed of reason knows that there is an Eternal and 
Almighty Power on high, to whom every mortal is responsible, and who. will 
exact strict retribution from those who o^tinately and wickedly transgress his 
laws, while he loves and protects all who obey his word. 

5. To the good government of the affairs of this temporid world it is also 
requisite that in every community there should be a paramount power. The 
rules and ordinances deliberately settled by such are binding on all who owe n 
obedience to that powfar, and who are protected by its just laws. 

6. The British Government here informs the pespetmtofs of this crime 
that it is no longer pomible to set the laws of God. and man ajk defianee^ and . 
that Government is determined t6 t^e resolute steps to aboKiili this iniquity 

70o 
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and to attempt to bring the Jharejas and those who continue the commission 
of the crime to reason and to virtue. 

7. The steps which the Government are resolved to puraue towards 
this end have been communicated to tlie Chiefs, and are now declaoed 
irrevocable. 

8. The British Government, taking into consideration the habits and 
customs of the different castes, has determined on holding an assembly of the 
principal Rajpoot Chie& for the purpose of reconciling any differences, and of 
concerting a sensible system of social intercourse to be decided upon by the 
Chiefs themselves, taking mto their serious consideration the interests of their 
respective tribes and brotherhoods, assisted by the British Government’s 
representative. At this meeting every argument can be discussed and all 
circumstances and all opinions listened to and decided upon, in a temperate 
and impartial manner, so that the interests of no party can possibly suffer. 

9. The British Government has no desire to intrude on the privacy of 
any Rajpoot family further than the interests of truth and of justice require; 
for which reason the Government intends to discontinue the system of inqui¬ 
sition into private families, with the exception of the censors, and to give the 
Jhareja tribe, and others who are in the habit of perpetrating the crime of 
child-murder, a space of time, including two years from this time, to renounce 
this atrocious practice. A strict scrutiny of the state of the population shall 
be kept up, and at the end of that period, if it shall be evident that the 
custom has not been distinctly abandoned, the British Government intends to 
resort to the last extremity of condign punishment 

10. By the parental settlements of the illustrious Colonel Walker, by 
whose means the estates of all the Girassias were guaranteed to them, it was 
settled that every Chief should be responsible for the behaviour of his 
Bhyad. This rule can never be departed from. 

11. Should the Jhareja and other Chiefs who allow this wickedness to be 
committed, still persevere after this serious remonstrance, they are hereby to 
know that the penalty affixed is entire loss of Girass and degradation in the 
eyes of the community. Every Chief shall forfeit his estate, and no Jhareja 
shall be allowed to approach the Sirkar, except at a distance, and with his 
shoes olQTike a Dher. 

12. These orders are irrevocable; but let every one know that those who 
respect the rules of Government shall be for ever upheld, and every indulgence 
shfdl be shown to those who continue in a good and virtuous course. 

13. The British Government observes with much satisfttetion the conduct 
of the Drappa Bhyad, whahaye preserved as many daughters as sons. It is 

igreatiy to be hoped that thll^byad has tlie honour of being the first to set 
the virtuous example of having renounced this horrid sin*; but should any man, 
through folly or wickedness, have still committed tiie crime, l^him beaware-of 
the pnialtieshe incurs, and let him pursue a course of virtue ip obedience to 
the law of the Shasters and. of tiie Sirkar, 
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14. This Proclamation is to be read to every Talookdar. in the presence of 
his whole Durbar, Bhyad, and others present at the Hoozoor, and all Karbarees 
are strictly enjoined to have it read and explained to the Thakoors and othera 
concerned, and Government will not overlook the neglect of Karbarees on 
such a subject. 

Here will follow the renewed engagements entered into with the Jam in 1812. 

(Signed) Jambs Erbkine, 

Political Agent. 

Kattytoar Political Agent's Office^ Rqjkotf 30tA June 1837. 


APPENDIX C. 

Circular. 

It was with the deepest concern the British Government first heard of female 
child'rourder in this province. Conceiving it a duty to the Maker and Giver 
of all things to inquire into the truth of it, they have accordingly done so. 

It is very painful for the British Government to learn how often the clear 
and express^aw of the Hindoo Shasters has been broken, and still more pain¬ 
ful to know that those favoured by God with the government and care of his 
people should not only have forgotten to warn them against and punish them 
for every transgression of his law, but have, on the contrary, set themselves up 
in opposition to what they believe holy writings, the Shasters, and have per¬ 
severed in the actual commission of the practice at which all reasonable men 
will shudder, as highly offensive to the Itewarder of good actions and the 
punisher of bad. 

The Talookdars of this province have unfortunately not b^en in the habit of 
qualifying their children by education to read the Shasters and judge for them¬ 
selves, so as to be in all cases able to discharge the heavy duties of guiding 
their families and subjects towards educating themselves agreeably to the wdll 
of the Supreme Ruler of the world, who has appointed them unceasingly to 
warn his people from sin by persuasion, and by punishment make them remem¬ 
ber him and fear to offend him. During 6,000 years tliat God has been 
pleased to furnish the world with a history, many examples have occurred of 
his displeasure having been drawn down on man for the purpose of punishing 
him for the disregard of the law made to guide him. Many instances can be 
brought forward of power taken from princes who had misused it, for the pur¬ 
pose of deterring princes from misrule, and although the power of the Rajpoots 
may not have been diminished, they cannot asseit that they have kept the word 
of God or studied to please him, and laboured to stamp on the character of’ 
their subjects the virthe required by all to be a subject in his kingdom i on 
the contrary, the Sirkar cannot refrain from being alanneif St the denunciations 
from Heaven jigainst a practice utterly repugnant to goodness and mercy, 
and all the kind affections bestowed by God on his people ; and although the 
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manifestation of his wrath has been delayed till this day, it cannot be expected 
so to continue unless they cease so great a violation of his divine law. 

Impressed with the responsibility of the situation in which it has pleased 
God to place this Sirkar, it entreats the Jharejas not to rest satisfied wUh 
following the customs of their fathers, but to examine them, and convince* 
themselves that they are in strict conformity to the law of God; for if not, they 
are most certainly displeasing to him, and sure to be followed by severe 
punishment. Let all Chiefs educate their children, and teach them to read 
their Shasters, and see what they ought to do to obey the law of God and to 
maintain their estates in their ancient prosperity. 

There may have been some causes which led the Jharejas many hundred 
years ago to commit the horrid practice, but these can never exist now, and 
there can be no difficulty in any Jhareja, Jhalla, Jaitwa, Gohel, Wagella, or 
Pirmar impoot procuring wives for his sons, and husbands for his daughters, 
of a condition of life similar to his own ; some few trifling obstacles, however, 
stand in the way, and require removal. This can be done without interfering 
in any way with the rifles of the Rajpoot community. The Political Agent 
begs you, tlierefore, to reflect most seriously on this important subject, and 
invites you to-meet him at Rajkot (or wherever determined ttpon)fMbr the pur- 
pose of proceeding to Bhooj (or Nuggur, whichever settled), where an 
assembly of all the Rajpoot Chiefs shall be held to consult and deliberate 
upon a remedy for this great sin of child-murder. Many Chiefs of this 
province are doubtless followers of good, but still their presence is also greatly 
desired, for the custom of giving daughters to tliose who will not give theirs 
in return, and of the Jharejas being obliged to spend so much greater a sum 
of money on the marriage of their daughters when they do preserve them, 
appears to be a hindrance to the preservation of female infants; and the wise 
and the humane may, after full discussion and deliberation, be enabled to 
move the assembly by virtuous feelings to make such rules among the 
Rajpoot community in Kattywar, so that the tribes may without difficulty 
exchange their daughters, and by wise arrangements remove all obstacles—a 
work which will be highly pleasing to God, and therefore highly gratifying to 
the British Government, 

> (Signed) Jambs Erskimb, 

Political Agent. 

Kattywar Political Agent*s Office, Rajkot, 30f4 June 1837. 
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APPENDIX D. 

Rec^U on Acwmt of MohsulUe and Infantidde Fund, 
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« • i 

• 


9 9 i 

• 

1 

81,927 

5 

2 

30 „ 

Amount received in this month. 


• 


146 

14 


146 

14 

0 

31 Oct. 

Ditto 

ditto . 

69 


4 

2,185 

8 


2,254 

8 

4 

30 Nov. 

Ditto 

ditto . 

5 

H 

E 

4,570 

8 


4,575 

8 

0 

1835. 












28 Feb. 

Ditto 

^tto . 

• • • 



310 

8 


310 

8 

0 

31 Mar. 

Ditto 

ditto . 

• • • 



4 

8 


4 

8 

0 

30 April 

Ditto 

ditto . 


El 


• • ■ 



5,000 

0 

0 

31 May 

Ditto 

ditto .. 

9 9 9 

• 


18 

0 


18 

0 

0 

30 June 

Ditto 

ditto . 

9 9 4 

• 


60 

0 

f 

60 

0 

0 

31 July 

Ditto 

ditto . 

155 


E 

508 

0 

1 

663 

0 

0 

31 Aug. 

Ditto 

ditto . 



E 

561 

0 


611 

0 

0 

30 Sept. 

Ditto 

ditto . 



E 

433 

8 

1 

633 

8 

0 

31 Oct. 

Ditto 

ditto . 



m 

360 

8 

1 

370 

8 

0 

30 Nov. 

Ditto 

ditto . 

25 

0 

0 

583 

0 

• 

608 

0 

0 

31 Dec. 

Ditto 

ditto . 

148 

7 

7 

156 

8 


304 

15 

7 

1836. 












31 Jan. 

Ditto 

ditto . 

• • • 

• 


109 

8 


109 

8 

0 

29 Feb. 

Ditto 

ditto . 


0 

0 

88 

8 

0 

12,088 

8 

0 

31 Mar. 

Ditto 

ditto . 


0 

0 

61 

0 

0 

211 

0 

0 

30 April 

Ditto 

ditto . 

• • • 




8 


1,037 

8 

0 

30 June 

Ditto 

ditto . 

64 

0 

0 

477 

mm 


541 

0 

0 

31 July 

Ditto 

ditto . 

516 

0 

0 

346 

0 

0 

862 

0 

0 

31 Aug. 

Ditto 

ditto . 

294 

11 

1 

244 

mm 


538 

11 

1 

.30 Sept. 

Ditto 

ditto . 


0 

0 

263 

0 

0 

363 

0 

0 

31 Oct. 

Ditto 

ditto .. 


0 

0 

775 

il 

1 

825 

0 

0 

30 Nov, 

Ditto 

ditto . 

• 

9 


206 

H 

? 

206 

0 

0 

31 Dec. 

Ditto 

ditto . 

0 • • 

9 


57 

□ 


57 

0 

0 

1837. 












31 Jan. 

Ditto 

ditto . 



m 

■ ■ • 

• 


100" 

0 

0 

31 Mar. 

Ditto 

ditto . 

. • • 

9 


492 

El 

E 

492 

0 

0 

30 April 

Ditto 

ditto . 


y 


106 

0 

0 

606 

0 

0 



Rupees.... 

19,427 

3 

0 

14,160 

14 

0 

1,16,525 

6 

2 


DishwraemmU on AccomU of MohsuJke and Infaniiade Fund, 

1835. Rs. A. p. 

31 July. Amount pud as reward to tiie Chief of Gowreedur for aid¬ 
ing in detecting a case of Infanticide committed by 
Jhareja Soorajeei Chief of Rajkot, as per Government 
order dated 2nd June 1835 . Rs. 1,000 0 0 

9 - - - 


Carried ot». ... Rs* 1,000 0 0 
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1835. Brought forward.... Rs. 1,000 0 0 

31 July. Amount paid to Mehta Jedooram, dated 


2nd June 1833... 200 0 0 

Ditto, Remission of Tribute ditto . $46 0 0 


31 Aug. Ditto to Huldore Foonjajee, and Rawance Agojee, for pre¬ 
serving their daughters, as per Government order dated 

22nd November 1834 . 

30 Sept. Ditto, Reward to the undermentioned Jharejas for pre¬ 
serving their daughters, as per Government order dated 


22nd November 1834, viz:— 

Jhareja Luckajee Moorajee. 150 0 0 

Ditto Waugjee Roopajee. 40 0 0 

Ditto Abharajec. pO 0 0 

Ditto Bhimjee . 150 0 0 

Ditto Sublajec . 40 0 0 


1 Gold Chain to the young Chief of 
Gowrcedur, as per Government 
order dated 2nd June 1835 .... 750 0 0 


31 Oct. Ditto, Reward to the undermentioned Jharejas for preserv¬ 
ing their daughters, as per Government order dated 24th 


November 1834, viz :— 

Jhareja Bhawajee Verajee . 130 0 0 

Ditto Abharajee. 40 0 0 

Ditto Vessajee . 40 0 0 

Ditto Bhawajee. 40 0 0 

Ditto Jeejeebhae. 40 0 0 

Ditto Allenjee . 40 0.0 

Ditto Luckajee . 40 0 0 

Ditto Goonajce . 150 0 0 


Amount paid to the undcrmen^oned Jharejas, as per Go¬ 
vernment order, ditto, viz :— 


Jhareja Khengerjee. 40 0 0 

Ditto Runmuljee . 100 0 0 


31 Dec. Amount paid as reward to Mehta Jedooram, for aiding in 
detecting a case of Infanticide committed by Jhareja 
Verojee of Kherusra, as per Government order dated 
9th October 1835. 

1836. 

31 Jan. Ditto Jhareja Meroojee, for preserving two daughters, as 
per Government olflir dated 22nd November 1834 .... 

Ditto Ruwanee Bhojjea> of Gondul, for defraying mi^rriage 
expense of his daughter, as per Government order dated 
22nd November 1834 . 250 0 0 


1,746 0"o 
60 0 0 


1,180 0 0 


520 0 0 

140 0 0 

800 0 0 

40 0 0 


Carried over.... Bs. 250 0 0 4,486 0 0 
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1836. Brought forward_ Bs. 250 0 0 

31 Jan* Bemiasion of 25 per cent, from the Tribute 
for SumTut 1890 to the Talookdar of 
, Santoodurwouree, aa mark of approba¬ 
tion of GoTernment, aa per ditto. 395 12 0 

30 June. Ditto Jhareja Kussiajee, for preserving five daughters, as per 


31 July. Ditto 

ditto 

Dadajee, as per ditto .. 


9 % m 

• • • 

• 9 

9 • 

Ditto 

ditto 

Suntajee 

ditto .... 

40 

0 

0 

^ Ditto 

ditto 

Vucajee 

ditto .... 

150 

0 

0 

Ditto 

ditto 

Huckunjee 

ditto .... 

40 

0 

0 

30 Sept. Ditto 

ditto 

Kussiajee 

ditto .... 

40 

0 

0 

Ditto 

ditto 

Hurkajee 

ditto .... 

40 

0 

0 


1837. 


28 Feb. Ditto Jhareja Fuchanjee, for dcfrayingmar- 
riage-cxpense of his daughter, as per 


Government order dated 22ndNov.l834. 200 0 0 

Ditto ditto for preserving two daughters. 40 0 0 


31 Mar. Ditto Kassiojee, for the marriage of his 

daughter . 200 0 0 

Ditto Mooloojee ditto . 200 0 0 


30 April. Ditto Puehanjec, for preserving three daughters, 


4,486 0 0 


645 12 0 

343 2 10 
20 0 0 

230 0 0 

80 0 0 


240 0 0 


400 0 0 
150 0 0 


6,594 14 10 
Balance.... 1,08,930 7 4 


Total.. ..Bupees 1,15,.')25 6 2 
(Errors excepted) 

• (Signed) James ERSEI^s, 

Political Agent. 

Kattywar Political Agent's OfficCf Rajkot, 30</* April 1837, 


APPENDIX E. 

Resolutions passed hy the several Rajas and Rejpoot Chiejs f when assembled 
at Chapaheree by Mr. Wilkinson, the Political Agent at Bhopaul) for 
better carrying into execution the orders issued by them, jjrohibiting Female 
Infanticide within their several Territories; the object of these Resolutions 
being the removal of the causes which lead to Infanticide. 

1. The chief cause which has led Riypoots to destroy their daughters is 
that several families of R^poots will receive in marriage the daughters of 
Rajpoots of several other tribes, but they refuse to give to them their own 
daughters in return. They thus are reduced h difficulty in getting what they 
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deem a suitable match for their daughters. Under this fancied difficulty they 
destroyed their daughters on their birth. On this account it has now beeii 
resolved, that every Raja and Chief shall issue in his own limits an injunction, 
that no Rajpoot shall give his daughter in marriage to another who is not ready 
to give him his daughter in return; but to give his daughter in marriage in 
those families who will give him their daughters. 

2. It has been already resolved that any Rajpoot who shall destroy his 
daughter, shall be deprived of his patrimonial rights, and excommunicated, and 
these penalties doubtlessly will be enforced upon such an offender; but he also, 
who after preserving his daughter shall take any money from his son-^-law 
shall be excommunicated; if he is poor and destitute of means, let his family 
and friends give him assistance to enable him to marry his daughter suit¬ 
ably to his name; if destitute of powerful friends, let the Raja and Chief in 
whose territory he resides give him assistance and provide for the marriage of 
his daughter. 

3. Bhats and Charuns have claims from of old against Rajpoots on the 
occasion of their marriage. We hereby fix a maximum of what is to be paid 
to them according to the rank and circumstances of Rajpoots, viz:— 


By Rajas to each Bhat and Charun.Rs. 10 0 

By Thakoors of villages to ditto . 0 8 0 

By Rajpoots holding rent-free lands to ditto 0 4 0 

By poor Rajpoots in service, as Sepoys, to ditto. 0 2 0 


No more than the fees as above fixed are to be given by any Rajpoots on 
occasion of marriages. This is to be the custom: if any Rajpoot, from a desire 
to procure a good name, wish to give more, let him do so on any other day. 
Against his so doing there is no prohibition. 

These three resolutions have been unanimously passed ; let each Chief carry 
them into execution in his own estate. This is to be the rule.—^26th January 
1836, corresponding with the 8th of Maha Shoodhee,of 1893 Sumvut. 

(Signed) Rawul Motee Sing, of Rajgur. 

Dewan Shree Sing, of Khelcheepore. 

Raja PIunwunt Sing, of Nursingur. 

Bareeia.t^*Raja Bahadoor, ot Muksoodungur. 

Thakoor Chutter Lall, of Agra. 

Thakoor Sayunt Sing. 

Tukebr Sing, on part of Soorvjmvll Thakoor, of Gagomee. 

Thakoor Tvkeer Sing. 

Koornyvr Sing Indra Sing. 

Maharaja i]|WiiWUNT Sing, of Sortulia. 

(True copy) 

(Signed) J. Ebbkinb, 

Political Agent. 
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APPENDIX P. 

Prbm the Political Aobmt at Rajkot, 

To Moonskbb Guoolam Mahombo. 

• JRi^kot, 23fil June ]835« 

1. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council havii^f been pleased to 
direct a census to be taken of the Jhareja tribe of Rajpoots in Kattywar, I 
have, in consideration of the character you bear, and your general intelligence, 
selected you as the agent for carrying this order into effect 

2. The object of obtaining this census is to facilitate the complete suppres¬ 
sion of the unnatural crime of Female Infanticide, which has prevailed among 
the Jhareja tribe from time immemorial, although its discontinuance was pro¬ 
vided for by engagements entered into by the Chiefs twenty-five years ago. 
There can, however, be no doubt that the barbarous practice still exists to 
a very considerable extent. 

3. 1 rely both on your zeal, and the detestation with which you must view 
so inhuman a custom, to discharge the important duty confided to you with 
the utmost diligence and circumspection ; you must be aware that having no 
claims for employment on account of previous service, you are nominated to 
the situation no./ bestowed upon you solely under the impression that you are 
the fittest instrument at my command for carrying into effect the instructions of 
Government; you will, however, distinctly understand that your appointment 
is merely provisional, and that its ultimate confirmation will entirely depend 
upon the manner in which you acquit yourself of the trust reposed in you. 

4. I have directed all the Native records connected with the subject of 
Infanticide to be transferred to your custody. These include a census of the 
sons and daughters of the Jharejas taken in 1833, which you should study with 
care and attention. 

5. Annexed is the form in which the census of the Jhareja population is to 

be taken, specifying— . • 

I. The District 

II. The Talooka ^ to which the census applies. 

III. The Village } 

IV. The number of Jhareja &milies, 1, 2, 3, Ac. 

V. Male adults; the tribe subdivided into three classes ,—“ Widowers,’* 

** Married,” and “ Unmarried.” 

VI. Subdivision of the tribe to which each belongs. 

VII. Rank, profession, or occupation. 

VIII. Male children; specifying their names, ages, recent casualties, and 
causes thereof. 

IX. Female Jhai^jas, divided into four classes ,—** Widows,” " Married,” 
**Betrothed,” and "Unbetrothed,” and specifying their names,iges,to 
whom married,recent casualties and from what causes these occurred. 

X A column for ren|ark8. 

’ 710 
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6. There are twenty-eight Talookaa in Kattywar belonging to this tribe. 
The census for each is to be taken separately,, commencing with the, district of 
Rajkot. In all practicable cases every member of the tribe inserted in the regis¬ 
ter should be seen by you; but in some instances, either from the absence of the 
party or some other cause, this precaution may not be feasible: you will note 
down such instances as they occur, and the cause of the parties not appearing. 
Independent of the districts more peculiarly belonging to the Jharejas, families 
of th<* tribe are scattered all over Kattywar; you will endeavour to trace out 
these families and embody them in a separate register, according to the 
general form, but with an additional column containing the names of the 
places from which they originally emigrated. 

7. Although you will bear in mind that it is an object of importance that 
the census should be completed as early as practicable, you are to understand 
that entire accuracy in framing it is an object of still higher importance; you 
should, therefore, proceed slowly and carefully, in t)rdcr to avoid the errors and 
omissions that would arise by performing the <luty with too much expedition. 

8. Enclosed is a letter to the Chief of Rajkot, apprising him of your ap¬ 
pointment, and requesting his aid in obtaining the census. When the register 
of this district has been completed, you will bring it to me for inspection, after 
which you will be instructed to what district you are next to proceed. 

9. In your communications with the Jharejas, you will be careful to 
respect their customs and not to offend their prejudices ; you will carefully 
avoid all unnecessary interference with them, confining yourself to the simple 
duty of ascertaining with accuracy the required census. It is unnecessary to 
add, that the privacy of married life is to be held sacred, and every precaution 
taken not to excite the jealousy of the tribe. In the event of any opposition 
being offered to the measure under contemplation, you are to endeavour to 
overcome the same by persuasion alone, and if this fail, refer to me for 
instructions. 

#• 

10. Enclosed is a proclamation recently issued by Government against 
Infanticide, to which, during your circuit, you will give every publicity, more 
particularly among the inferior members of the tribe, tu some of whom it may 
not otherwise be communicated. In doing this you will impress on their 
attention the fixed resdive of the British Government to suppress the custom 
of Infanticide, and to punish with the utmost severity those who are still 
guilty of it, in violation, not only of the laws of God and man, but also 
of specific engagements voluntarily entered into by themselves fdr its 
renunciation. 

11. lam sanguine lilqL|j|v)iere the practice is still adhered td, you iney, by 
your exertions, detect tbe wiinquents; and in all cases where suspicion arises 
of the crime havii^ been perpetrated, the utmost circumspection on ydUr part 
V^ilt tie required, tod you will immediately apprise me direct of the same, 
without acquainting any other person of the suipicidfi eidetittg. You are 
authorised to hold out, in general terms, liberal Irefi&tdil tod ftfOtttilkes df pro- 
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tection to informers against those who commit the crimei but beyond this you 
will adopt no measures whatever without 5r8t.refeFHng to the Agent for orders. 

12. Should it come to your knowledge that any Jbareja who has preserved 
his daughters does not possess the means of defraying the expense of their 
marriage, you will communicate the same to me, without, however, in the first 
instance holding out to the party so situated the expectation of receiving 
pecuniary aid. 

13. Your appointment will take.effect fiom the 1st July; your salary has 
been fixed at Rs. 50 per mensem, with an addition of Rs. 10 batta when 
absent from Rajkot. A peon is to be attached to you, mid stationery supplied 
from time to time from the Agency Stores. 


No. 386 OP 1837. 

From J. Erskine, Esq., Political Agent at Rajkot, 

To J. P. Wii.i.oi)GHiiY, Esq., Pol. Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Crmp, near Nowanuggyr, 28tk September 1837. 

Sir, —I have the; honour to forward a letter from my First Assistant, Captain 
Lang, which I beg the favour of your laying before Government, with an 
apology on my part for intruding private differences of opinion upon the time 
of the Honorable Board. 

2. The reasons which may plead my excuse are two : that I consi¬ 

der all Ca])tain Lang’s suggestions are deserving of great attention, and for 
that purpose should be seen in the clearest possible point of view ; in case, 
therefore I have perverted bis meaning, I sincerely desire that all facility 
should be given for placing it in its proper light; and 2nr//y, that, as the 
charge advanced against me liy Captain Lang, of “ having taken such notice 
of his su^estion as to be scarcely calculated to convey a correct impression 
of the circumstances under which it was* offered,” is, I consider, of rather a 
serious nature, and under the relative position which Captain Lang and myself 
occupy towards each other, 1 am anxious that the Right Honorable the 
Governor in Council should be enabled to judge whether such charge is 
well grounded. 

3. 1 have already, in my general report on Infanticide, stated the reasons 
tiiat induced me not to forward to Government the letter in question in the 
first instance, and I do not deem it necessary for me here to disclaim all inten¬ 
tions of perversion, until 1 have reason to believe that the Right Honorable 
the Governor in Council coincides witii Captain Lang in thinking thnt my 
writings bad that tendency. 

• I have honour to bOi Ac. 

(Sijp^) J. BBSICtHi, 

fffar^pwam^gur, QSth September 1897 ? 
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From Captain W. Lano, Assistant Political Agent, 

To J. Erskinb, Esq., Political'Agent in Kattywar. 

PoorhundcTf 8th September 1837.* 

Sir, —Adverting to your report on Female Infanticide, with a perusal 
of which you lately favoured me, 1 have the honour to request that, if you have 
no objection, you will do me the kindness to forward a copy of the letter 
in which 1 suggested tlie expediency of some kind of inquiry being held 
in cases of the death of Jhareja in&nts from premature birth, since it appears 
to me that the notice which you take of this measure inthelOthor 11th 
paragraph of your report is scarcely calculated to convey a correct impression 
of the circumstances under which the suggestion was offered, and 1 am natu¬ 
rally anxious that a measure, which I admitted to be somewhat harsh, and 
which you consider so much more so, should not be brought forward without 
a full statement of the ground upon which it was founded. 

Although it may be deemed superfluous after the lenient measures which 
you have suggested in your report, still, to prevent any misconception, I beg, 
in making this request, distinctly to disclaim the slightest wish to press the 
adoption of the proposal which, at the time and under the circumstances I 
made it, I deemed it my duty to offer for consideration. 1 shall be truly 
delighted to see any further coercive measures than those now in operation 
withheld for the present, and unfeignedly happy if they can be eventually dis¬ 
pensed with. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Lano, 
Assistant Political Agent 


From Captain W. Lano, Assistant Political Ageut, 

To J. Erbrine, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar. 

^ ♦ \A.th April 1837. 

Sir, —1 have the honour to submit my proceedings in original in investi¬ 
gating a chaige of Female Infanticide suspected to have been committed in 
family of Jhareja Bawajee, brother of the principal Girassiaof the Shapoor 
Talooka, Rajkot Bhyad, about a year and a half ago, and reported to me 
ahortly previous to your arrival, by Moonshcc Goolam Mahomed. 

2. The circumstantiallPHdence in this case is very strong, although entirely 
founded on the fidsehoods, evasions, and contradictions contained in the evi¬ 
dence of the different women who have been examined. Bawajee’s mother 
states^ that the umbilical cord was cut by the mother of the infant herself, and 
diat it survived till the evening of the day after it was bom. Bhamooree, the 
slave girl, says, she cut the cord^ and that the child died next morning just 



THE PROVINCE OF OUEERAT. 


561 


after sunrise. Had we to deal with people of intelligence, this alone would 
be almost sufficient to convince us, that the umbilical cord was not separated 
by either, and that the child did not die either in the morning or the evening 
of the following day. The inference would then, in a family in which Infan¬ 
ticide is known to be the custom, be, that the infant had been put to death 
and the after-birth never separated from it at alt. When to this is added the 
determination shown by Baee Sara of Peeplya, Goolees Shamoo and Oullal, 
and Dooda Khan, the husband of the latter, who could not have been ignorant 
of it, to conceal the birth of the infant altogether, it is most difficult to avoid 
the conclusion that the inhuman crime was really committed. 

3. When the character of the people, however, with whom we have to do 
rs taken into consideration, the certain conviction must be reduced to strong 
suspicion. We have only to admit that Bawajee’s mother and the slave girl, 
Shamooree, may have forgotten the two points in which they differ so widely, 
viz. who assisted the woman in her labour, and at what time the child died; 
and then, when we recollect the dread which such ignorant people as these, 
must have to acknowledge the birth and the subsequent early death of a Jhareja 
female, in case of unfavourable inferences being drawn from the very fact, we 
cannot deny tho possibility of the tule eventually told of the premature birth 
and consequent natural death of a daughter being the true one. It must also 
be added, in favour of this view of the case, that after the first denial of any 
knowledge on the subject, every one of the women whose deposition has been 
taken admits that the child was bom alive and lived for some time; that 
Bawajee’s mother and the slave girl, Shamooree, without having in all pro¬ 
bability made up the story, as the latter appears to have been sent in to deny 
the birth, give exactly the same account of the means taken to preserve the 
child, viz. wrapping it up in cotton and trying to give it a little molasses and 
water, and more than all that, Bawajee, its father, was at the time absent in 
Jhallawar, and as he is not in difficult •circumstances, and there was nothing 
urgent to take him there, it is not likely, that he would have chosen the time 
of his wife’s being on the eve of confinement to have,left home. 

4. Under these circumstances, and with reference to the necessity which 
exists to have some direct proof in order to convict a man of so serious a 
crime, I am not of opinion that anything further should be done in this case 
than to insist upon Jhareja Khallabhaee’s renewing his engagement for his 
brother, and calling upon tHb latter to furnish two securities of his own rank 
in life against the commission of the crime of Infanticide in his fiunily 
hereafter. More precaution, if possible, should be taken in cases of this 
kind than any other, to guard against the possibility of an innocent man 
being punished, as, independently of the gross injustice of the act itself, nothing 
could tend more to enlist the feelings of the public through the sufferer against 
the prosecution of others for the offence for which he had been unjustly punish¬ 
ed, and thus 4o do an incfdculable deal of injury to the success of the cause 
whiefa all must have so much at heart. 
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Kullajee, ihe Chief of Shapoor, und brother of Bf^wajee, has be^ 
of great remissnees, if not of more criminal iniscon4uot> in omitting to insert 
the birth and death of Bawiyee's infant daughter in the register of Jhareja 
children fbrnisbed to Moonshee Goolam Mahomed several months ago; and# 
as it is indispensably necessary to enforce the strictest attention on the part 
of the Jharejas in reporting all casualties ivhich occur in their Talookas, a 
small hne (say of Bs> 100, as this is the first instance of any beii^ imposed 
for a fault of this description) ought, I think# to be exacted in this case. 
It likewise appears to me most advisable, that some means should be taken 
to guard against the possibility of the commission of tlie crime of Infanti¬ 
cide and the death of the child being afterwards ascribed to premature birth, 
as in such case it will always be most difficult satisfactorily to prove the 
guilt of the accused. I would therefore suggest, that in all instances of pre¬ 
mature births which may occur hereafter in Jhareja ffimilies, where the child is 
either still-born or dies in consequence, the corpse, whether of a male or female 
infant, should be shown to the Gamettee and Patel of the village, and a certi¬ 
fied paper be required from them, setting forth the circumstances of the case 
as far as they can ascertain them. In all places when there happens to he a 
Mehta on the part of Government, the report should be made by him; this will, 
no doubt, be looked upon by the Jbarejas as a great hardship, but it cannot 
be considered as interfering in any material degree with their domestic privacy ; 
and it seems to me to be a necessary evil, when so much must depend on our 
being able to prevent every chance of escape when the crime has really been 
committed and an investigation instituted regarding it. In the event of this 
suggestion being approved of, it might be stated, when the order on the subject 
is issued, that as soon as Government sees reason to believe that general 
attention is paid by the Jharejas to their Infanticide engagements, this pre¬ 
cautionary measure will be at once discontinued. 

6. I take the opportunity of informing you, when lately absent from 
Bajkot# I remarked with sincere pleasure in many, indeed almost all the Jha¬ 
rejas I met with, considerable anxiety as to how they were to dispose of their 
daughters in marriage, a^ was requested by several to make some arrange¬ 
ments for them on this^^^ect. This feeling I never observed before, and it 
shows most clearly a determination, for the pneiSept at all events, to venounce 
the inbuman practice of Infanticide, Every possible attention ought, of course, 
to be paid tP tbeir wishes, which are simply thst they should be able to be¬ 
stow their daughters on their equals in rank, end not be obliged to incur a 
iaiger ama on account of the marriage expenses of these than is incurred by 
other E^poofe, whose 4av||||l»rs receive in marriage, As the Jharejae 
ffiimerly preseryed very fiiwKhmales, there was no difficulty in getting tbem 
aaanied into Jhalla families, even anpermr tp their own in'rank i wt when the 
nuaifoer ef ffimale Jharejas incrpaies, the other Bajpppt tribeSf and pardfin’ 
My JhallM, to whom the Jhan^ai preffir giving their da^ghtami wji% in 

doubt^ be ambitious of forming much hightrecnuenious ffiau they are eatiiM 
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with dr 6tea tlrinlf df At preient, ihd mord dspeckilly tft thd Ihardjd tribe is 
very much more numerous in Kattyurar than the Jlidlla. It ifl| therefore, 1 
think, highly desirable, that ell the most respectable Jhalla Chiefs and Giras- 
sigs should be invited to attend at Rajkot, the former deputing others to 
act for them, if tiiey prefer it, iil order to 'discuss the subject with a 
few of the most respectable Jhar^as in presence of the Political Agent. No 
measures, except of persuasion, could, of course, be used, but it might be 
pointed out to the Jhallas how much the success of the case depends upon 
them, and that Government would expect from them every reasonable assistance 
iti Airthering it. I am sfroilgly of opinion that much good would resuH from ibis 
in enabling the Jharejas to dispense with the heavy expense which now 
attends the marriage of their daughters; but, even if nothing else were gained, 
it would serve to evince the deep interest which we take in everything con¬ 
nected with the abolition of Infafiticide, and our willingness to assist in every 
Way in our power in promoting the great object in view. Should the experi¬ 
ment succeed with the Jhalla Rajpoots, it could afterwards be extended to the 
other tribes^ to Whom the poorer among the Jharejas now give their daughters 
occasionally, and all eventually must do when the happy period arrives 
when Infanticide, that foul blot on human nature, shall no longer exist in 
Kattywar. 

7. Two cases of Infanticide having been^ reported by Moonshee Gonlam 
Mahomed as having occurred at the village of Gunode, of the Gondul Bbyad, 
I went to that place on my way back from Joonagur, and made inquiries on 
the subject. I send the proceedings herewith; but as they are unfinished, I 
refrain from offering any remarks, further than to observe, that unless the 
grounds even for suspicion in either the case of Bhowanjee or Ueesbing turn 
out on further inquiry much stronger than they appear at present, I should 
be disposed to do nothing more than write to Noghenjee, the principal 
Girassia of Guiidde, stating that as he had shoiXn sU good dn example by 
preserving his own daughter, it was not Considered necessary to take any fhf- 
ther measures in regard to the charges brought against his two oobsins, 
than to call his attention to the absolute necessity of his seeing that hereafter 
the practice of Infanticide be entirely discontinued, both in their ftiintlies aitd 
those of every other Jhareja living within his jurisdietion. It will be requisite, 
however, before submitting the proceedings in this case for the ordei^ of 
Govertimerit, to take the deposition of the informant. Whom I hard ordered 
the Moonshee to send for to Rajkot. He will, I imagine^ be fotuid to be 
the same individual as is alluded to by Noghanjee as hating been dismissed 
firoM his service for SOtue misconduct. Should any more Sbspieiobs ci(tosmi* 
stances appear from his statement, it may afterwards be necessary to fttttietan 
Jhareja tJbheesitig, .who was absent ftom Gunode when I visitod it { bat 
otherwise thtsi t think, shonld be dispensed with« sinea la aB eniee whib 
nothing is llk^y to be established, it mast Olwaya be twy unplBiSint^ and * 
may own be*hlghiy pfejndlehd, to show to the Ibnrejaa toMthlViiat^ §ort 
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of distrast of their attending to the measures taken by Oovemment for the 
abolition of Infanticide. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Lanq.^ 

■ (True copy) 

(Signed) J. Erskinb, 

Political Agent. 


Minute hy the Right Honorable Sir Robert Grant, Governor of Bombay, 
dated the 30lA April 1838, concurred in hy the Board. 

I shall be glad to take the earliest opportunity to offer to the Board 
some remarks on Mr. Erskine’s interesting report. Before 1 do so, how¬ 
ever, well knowing the attention which Mr. Willoughby has paid to the 
subject of Infanticide among the Jharejas, and the activity with which be 
laboured for the suppression of that abominable practice, 1 should wish much 
that he could find time to communicate to us such observations as may sugr 
gest themselves to him on Mr. Erskine’s report, or on the subject to which 
it relates. 

In the meantime I beg to circulate these papers. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 

J. Parish. 

30M April 1838. G. W. Anderson. 


Mmorandum hy Mr. J. P. Willoughby, dated the 8th September 1838, 

consequent on the above call. 

I regret that a constant press of business has prevented my attending at an 
earlier period to the request contained in the late Governor’^ Minute, of the 
30th April last, that I would remark on Mr. Erskine’s Report on In&nticide 
for 1836 and 1836. 

2. In the fourth paragraph of his report, Mr. Erskine reviews the different 
cases of Infanticide which were investigated during the two years above men¬ 
tioned. These were 'Auteen in number, of which five occurred in 1835 and 
eight in 1836. 

3. During the first year, conviction followed in four cases, and even in the 
fifth case no reasonable doubt could be entertained of the guilt of the accused, 
although the evidence was deemed insufficient for a judicial conviction. In 
1836, however, although in several bases strong presumptions of guilt existed, 
there was not a single ini^l^ce of conviction. 

4. The difference in these results is as remarkable as it is unfortunate. 
It may no doubt in part be fairly attributed to increaMd vigilance and pre¬ 
cautions, on the part of those who cominitthe crime, to conceal it, occasioned 
by the convictions of 1835. I cannot however, resist the impression that there 
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must have been some defector mismanagement in conducting the investigation 
of 1836. 

5. It must be obvious that these inquiries cannot be conducted on ordinary 
principles, with any prospect of a successful termination. The mode I adopted 
whenever a case of Infanticide came to ray knowledge was, in the first in> 
stance, to hold a preliminary inquiry in private, before I placed the accused 
party publicly on his trial, to satisfy myself that reasonable grounds existed 
for the charge, and that it was sustained by sufficient evidence. I state this, 
because it answers some of the objections urged by Mr. Erskine to the system 
which he found in force, and because I am of opinion that the fact of four out 
of five cases detected in 1836 having been most fully and completely establish* 
ed, is to be attributed to the mode of procedure above described. 

6. There is, however, another great advantage attending this mode of pro-* 

cedure. False accusations are thereby checked in limine; and 1 am quite 
satisfied that, had I continued Political Agent in Kattywar, several of the 
cases publicly investigated in 1836 would never have proceeded beyond the 
preliminary investigation above adverted to. 1 may, in particular, refer to the 
seventh and ninth cases of Mr. Erskine’s list. • 

7. I am of o-'inion that the Political Agent should consider it his duty to 
investigate every charge of Infanticide which may come to his knowledge, 
without reference to the quarter from which it may proceed; but that, in the 
first instance, his inquiries should be private, and that when, in this manner, he 
has satisfied himself that fair grounds exist for putting the accused on his trial, 
he should do so, but not before. In every case, however, whether of abandon¬ 
ing or persevering in the inquiry, a full report of his proceedings should be 
submitted to Government. 

8. In his eighth paragraph, the Political Agent tests the accuracy of my 
census of Jhareja children with the one subsequently obtained. In detail, 
considerable inaccuracies are observable; but it is satisfactory to find that the 
accuracy of the general results exhibited*by my census has been confirmed. 
The Political Agent observes, “ Although the returns have been found to be 
in the case of some Talookas defective, yet it is satisfactory to know that they 
were not liable to lead Mr. Willoughby into error, by showing any very widely 
different state of the population from the correct one. In no case, except in 
Gondul and Mooleeladeree, do the returns exhibit a more favourable state of 
the population than the actual survey now forwarded proves to have been 
warranted.*’ I have no doubt that tlie variations may in part be attributed to 
the emigration of Jharejas from one Talooka to another; but when it is recol¬ 
lected that my census was obtained from returns furnished by the Chiefs 
themselves (no Government censor having at the time been appointed), it is 
gratifying to find that the accuracy of the general results it exhibits has now 
j^en so well established. 

9. In the^ seventh paragraph of his report, Mr. Erskine contrasts the 
Jhareja population, from the date of my proclamation, or the end of 1834, up to 

72o 
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the middle of 1836. The following table shows the proportion of males and 
females, of and under the age of 20, in each Talooka, except Nowanuggur, 
from which district no census has yet been obtained :— 


Talookas. 

Males. 

FomalcA. 

Talookas. 

Males. 

-ij— 

Femaka. 

1 Rajkot. 

22 

6 

16 Gutka . 

5 

2 

2 Shapoor. 

12 


17 Pal . 

8 

2 

ai Mhowa ............ 

3 

1 

18 Veerwa. 

2 


4 Kotra Sangaiieo. 

M 

.5 

19 Bhadwa. 

6 

^2 

5 Dherol . 

208 

88 

20 Kotareca. 

4 

1 

6 Satodur Wawree. 

79 

27 

21 Kotra Nyajee . 

31 

5 

7 Drappa . 

95 

20 

22 Seesang Chandlee.... 

51 

15 

^8 Rajpoora. 

38 

3 

23 Mallia. 

32 

15 

9 Jhallia . 

26 

9 

24 Khureesra ... 

33 

16 

10 Mooleeladeree . 

38 

13 

25 Kaksealee. 

5 

2 

11 Gondul . 

325 

97 

26 Moorvee . 

279 

51 

12 Gowreedhur . 

9 

1 

27 Veerpoor Khnreree .. 

59 

18 


16 

2 




14 Mengnee. 

13 

7 

Total.... 

1,422 

409 

15 Wuddallee.. 

9 

1 





Altogether, however, tlicre are four hundred and twenty>four Jhareja females 
living, of whom four are widows, seventy married, ninety-two betrothed, and 
two hundred and fifty-eight unbetrothed. Since my returns, nine casualties have 
occurred. 

10. I cannot refrain from extracting the following remarks of Mr. Erskine 
on the results exhibited in the above table. “It appears, therefore, that there 
are one hundred and twenty-three male Jharejas of the age of one year and un¬ 
der, now alive, and seventy-three females; this must be admitted to be highly 
satisfactory to the cause of humanity, as proving, that in consequence of the 
measures put in force, seventy-three female infanta have been preserved during 
the eighteen months immediately subsequent to the proclamation, upwards of 
forty of whom would, in the absence of Mr. Willoughby’s exertions^have met with 
inevitable destruction. The year before, the census has a show of one hundred 
and two males, and only twenty females, evidencing that nearly ^ghty infants 
must have been put to u^ath. But to pursue the scrutiny further, and from a 
more narrow inspection of it, a more satisfactory result even than the above^ 
with repect to the prospect of the final extinction of the crime, becomes apparent, 
namely, that there is every hope that the two Talookas of Moorvee and Drappa 
have effected an abolition of the atrocious practice in their respective limits. 
There may have been isola^ instances of the commission of the crime in the 
Moorvee Talooka; but the indigent, and it is to be hoped penitent Girassiasof 
Drappa, have at last vindicated their humanity from the*bloody stigma. The 
Drappa Talookq shows an equality of the sexes during the year subsequent to 
the publication of the proclamation, the numbers being ten to eleven, although 
up to the proclamation the disparity was eighty-four to ten. In the Moorvee 


































.THE PEOVINCE OF OUZEEAT. 


657 


Tcdooka^ during that year, the numbers are twenty and diirteen ; whereas in 
that district there were only thirty*eight females in all, saved up to the end of 
1834.** In Gondul and the smaller Talookas, the returns still continue unfii- 
vpurable, and evidence that the crime of Inianticide is still perpetrated. 

11. Tlie above results are exceedingly satisfactory, and will be hailed with 
delights by every friend of humanity; still they do not exhibit to the full 
extent the great measure of success which has attended our measures for the 
extirpation of this dreadful crime. The seventy>three female infants preserved 
are stated to be of the age of one year and under, whereas the point of com¬ 
parison embraces a period of eighteen months. Consequently, for the returns ‘ 
to be correct, it should include all females of and under the age of eighteen 
months, instead of one year and under. Besides this, the Talooka of Nowa- 
nuggur is excluded from the calculation, and in this district the Jharejas are 
nearly as numerous as the Jharejas of all the other Talookas combined. 
In proof of this, 1 beg leave to refer the Honorable Board to the table given in 
the 5th paragraph of niy report on Infanticide, dated the 24th September 1834.*' 

12. In the lOtli paragraph of his report, the Political Agent reviews the 
coercive measures adopted at my suggestion for the suppression of Infanticide, 
and in the 11'.'i he gives a review of those which he designates “ Sumptuary 
measures.’* In the latter case the term appears to me incorrect; the measures 
called “ Sumptuary” are, in fact, measures of conciliation adopted towards such 
of the Jharejas as preserve their daughters, contra-distinguished from those 
of a penal nature directed against those who destroy them. 

13. After the results alluded to in the 10th and lltb paragraphs of this 
memorandum, I certainly was quite unpre])arcd for the remark, ** that the 
measures hitherto adopted have been in some respects defective and insuffi¬ 
cient towards the final extinction of the practice, and are not likely, if 
pursued, to be productive of eflfectual success, unless under certain modifications 
which 1 shall take the liberty to surestthat they have been ** too partial 
and superficial, and not of that confjpreliensive and radical nature which is 
requisite in overturning a long-established custom among a depraved and 
barbarous face ;** and thatattention has hitherto been directed towards the 
preservation of individual female children, which may not only not be a step 
towards the final extinction of the crime, but may positively operate as a 
barrier, without collateral and subsidiary measures.** The remarks of Mr. 
Erskine, which follow, are not much to the purpose, for, in Ihct, the exertions of 
Government are only of very recent date, and we can yet hardly judge what 
is likely to be their result; but certainly tlie number of females preserved 
during the short period which has intervened since those exertions were put 
forth afford no ground for despair, but, on the contrary, a wide field of promise 
and hope of final success. 

14. Further, I could not, under any circumstances, assent without much 
reservation to Mr. Erskine’s observations. 1 do not pretend to suppose that aU 

* Vide page 445 of this Selection. 
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contained in General Kenn^y’a last paragraph, they feel hardly justified in 
recommending the grant of any reward to the writer. Mr. Pigott was de¬ 
cidedly of this opinion before the Oriental Translator’s rjpport was received, 
and in this opinion we are therefore unanimous, notwithstanding the existence 
of some well-argued passages in this essay. 

5. The two remaining essays are such very inferior productions, that we 
feel it to be quite superfluous to enter into any laboured discussions of their 
defects: merits they have none. ^ ^ 

We have the honour to ]^, &c. 

(Signed) £. H. Townbenu. 

G. PlOOTT. 

Bombay, 22nd June 1844. C. Mobehead. 


To C. Mobehead, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Education. 

Sib, —^With reference to the Government Notifica- 
Sel^. September 1843, 1 am directed by 

iiue Department. the Honorable the Governor in Council to inform 

yoo,thatfouresraysV«>8tthepracticeofFemaleIn- 
Society. fanticide were received by Government, and submitted 

to So *“'■ ‘''® "P'"'®" '^p®'^ ®''» compoMd ol 

the gentlemen named in the margin. 

2. The report of the Committee being in favour of the essay written by 

Bhawoo Dajee, an Assistant Teacher in the Elphin- 
comi^te'lnfMticiiirshdl s^one Native Education Institution, with the motto 
be condemned to the hell noticed in the margin, and Government concurring 
called ‘ fanusra. opinion with tthe Committee regarding the merits 

of that essay, the Governor in Council has been pleased to award to the 
author the first prize of Rs. 600. • 

3. 1 am further desired to requdSt that you will, under the authority' of 
the Board of Education, be pleased to prepare and submit to Government a 
draft notification, announcing the na^e of the successful candidate, stating 
at the same time the names of the gentiemen who composed the Committee. 

4. The General Paymaster has been instructed to pay to you the above- 
mentioned amount, which you will be pleased to make over to Bhawoo Dajee. 

5. Neither of the other essays have been deemed worthy of the second 
prize offered by Government, and they have accordingly been returned to their 
respective authors. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

^ (Signed) J. P. Willougebt, 

Chief Secret!^ to Government. 

JBpm&oy CWlis, 20tA 1844. 
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has yet been done to effect our object that is within our power, or that many 
measures may not be devised as auxiliary to those already in force for the 
suppression of Infanticide,* but, with all due deference, I am of opinion that 
the annual census, if rigidly enforced, and followed up by those measures 
which may be necessary, according to the results which it may exhibit, is of 
that comprehensive and radical nature desired by Mr. Erskine. • 

15. In his 15th paragraph, the Political Agent proceeds to notice what he 
regards as tlie defects of the j)resent system; the first of which is the sudden 
and unexpected strictness of the British Government in 1834 and 1835, after 
so many years of apparent apathy ; which is, of course, preliminary to con¬ 
demning the severity of the punishments awarded in the cases of conviction 
which occurred during my administration of Kattywar, the case of the Chief 
of Hajkot* being particularly dwelt upon. 

16. On this subject, I would remark that I was by no means insensible to 
the fact, that my predecessors had not, as the Political Agent states, paid 
much attention to the enforcement of Colonel Walker’s arrangements for the 
extinction of Infanticide. It was no part of my duty to arraign the 
conduct of others, but simply to perform what I conceived to be mine. It 
must not, however, be supposed that I gave no consideration to the fact, 
or was insensible to the injustice of visiting with too great severity the 
first offences detected. The question is, were the punishments awarded too 
severe ? Mr. Erskine thinks they were; and, in support of his opinion, details 
some conversations, not with disinterested parties, but with some Jhareja 
Chiefs, with whom the crime is familiar and habitual. What, however, were 
the punishments animadverted on ? In the first case, the Chief of Rajkot 
was fined Ks. *12,000 (which is, I believe, not a fourth of his annual income), 
was required to renew his engagements, to report all births in his family, and 
was warned that a repetition of the offence would involve forfeiture of his 
estate. In a second case, imprisonment for one ywur, and a fine of Ks. 3,000 
commutable to imprisonment for the further period of two years, was imposed. 
In the third case, a fine of Rs. 100 was imposed. These sentences were 
approved of by (Government and by the ITon'orable Court of Directors ; and 
Mr. Erskine, in another par^ of his report, quote * a passage from my letter of 
September 1834, which explains the principle on which they were awarded, 
and in fact, by which all my proceedings for the suppression of Infanticide 
were regulated. ** To effect (I observe) the complete extinction of the practice, 
yre must enlist the feelings of the community on our side; we must (more espe¬ 
cially in the first instances that are brought to light) avoid the danger of exciting 
sympathy in favour of delinqu^^, and thereby deterring persons from informing 
against them who might otherwise be disposed to do so. In short, unless we are 
able to carry public opinion with us, and inflict such penalties only as are likely 
to ^ recognised u just by the respectable portion of the community, our endea¬ 
vours in the cause of humanity will be long retarded or may altogetjier fail.” 

* Vide pages 462 to 480 of this Selection. 
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17. The Political Agent next objects to the system of making use of 
informers in the detection of cases of Infanticide. To this I have only to 
observe, that 1 am not aware of any other mode by which the crime can be 
detected except through the agency of informers. Such instruments should, 
of course, be used with great caution, but they must be used, unless we are 
resolved to abandon all further endeavours to convict the guilty. On this sub¬ 
ject I beg to refer to the 18th and 19th paragraphs of my Report on Infanticide, 
dated the 24th September 1834.* Much of the evil attending the* system, as 
noticed by the Political Agent, may be obviated by the mode of proceeding 
recommended in the 6th and 7th paragraphs of this memorandum. 

18. In this part of the report, Mr. Erskine observes; The investigations 
which I perused on my arrival in Kattywar, I confess, filled me with surprise, 
and very nearly with horror; and I consider it impossible but that their efiect 
was to alienate the people from Government.” 1 cannot understand this, or 
reconcile it with an admission I find in the 4th paragraph of the report, that 
the Rajkot case was conducted with as much delicacy as the nature of the 
case admitted.” 1 certainly would not willingly wound the feelings of any 
class or person, but am I to be deterred by the apprehension of doing so from 
investigating ca:.os of Infanticide in the only mode in which the crime can ever 
be established ? I think not ; and as for the remark, that my investigations 
must have alienated tlie people from Government, it scarcely deserves a reply, 
for if anything is more calculated than another to unite the people to the Go¬ 
vernment, it is measures like these of humanity and philanthropy, the adoption 
of which can never be attributed to any sordid or interested motive. 

19. Another ground of objection taken to the use of informers, is the in¬ 
ability of Government to protect them from the resentment of those against 
whom they appear,- which likewise applies to witnesses. This I freely admit 
is a serious case, but one which I conceive may be for the most part guarded 
against, if proper precautions are adopted, and any attempt to injure either 
informers or witnesses severely punishedT 

20. Mr. Erskine states that three out of five witnesses in the Rajkot casef 
have died, and that the general impression in the country is that they were 
murdered. One of these, the Chief of Gowreedhur, died before I left Katty¬ 
war, and a rigid scrutiny was entered into respecting the causes of his death, 
but nothing was elicited to show that his death had been occasioned by unfair 
means, except the suspicion excited by his death having been sudden. Regard¬ 
ing the other two witnesses, no information is before Government beyond the 
fiict now reported that they are dead. It is to be presumed that the Political 
Agent instituted an inquiry when they died ; and he should be requested to 
forward his proceedings on that subject to Government, in order that we may 
know on what grounds it is supposed they were murdered. 

21. It is, however, observed, ** J udooram, the informer in this case, has b^i 
ejected from his house in Rajkot by the Chief, and the wife of one of the 

* Vide piy^s dfil wd 452 of this Selection. • t ^kle page 462 ettey. 
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Agency establishment treated in the same way for assisting in the conviction. 
Why, however, may I ask, has the Chief been permitted to act thus, and why 
has not the Political Agent interfered to prevent such conduct ? *I am of 
opinion that even at this late period measures should be adopted for affordipg 
redress to the injured parties. 

22. The Political Agent’s reasoning on the Gunnode case appears to me 
to be fallacious ; it is based on the supposition that “ the whole voice of the com¬ 
munity is opposed to the law,” or that against^^lnfanticide. I am confidently 
of opinion that the feeling of all classes of the community, except those who 
commit the crime, is exactly the reverse.’* Besides this, on the principles 
which 1 have recommended for conducting these investigations, the Gunnode 
case would not have proceeded beyond the preliminary inquiry, which could 
not have failed to detect the false accuser and his motives. If we are to respect 
what Mr. Erskine quaintly calls the “ lares and penates of the Rajpoot com¬ 
munity,” we must relinquish our efforts to eradicate the crime, and sink into 
our former apathy and supineness as to whether Colonel Walker's engagements 
are adhered to or not. 

23. Mr. Erskine justly observes, that the cases of conviction which 
occurred in 1835 have rendered future detection more difficult, by having 
placed the Jharejas on their guard. This is undoubtedly true, and is unavoid¬ 
able. Surely, however, even throwing difficulties in the way of child-murder is 
something gained towards the completion of our ardent wishes. Is this, how¬ 
ever, the only result of those convictions ? To what other cause are we to attri¬ 
bute the gratifying fact, that, in the short space of twelve months, seventy-three 
infants were preserved, independently of those saved in Nowanuggur, the 
census of which may probably add fifty more to the number. 1 consider this 
fact alone to establish that our measures, to which the Political Agent so 
strongly objects, are not quite so inapplicable and unsuited to the attainment of 
our object as Mr. Erskine supposes. 

24. 1 shall have to remark in another place on the petition presented to 
me before I left Kattywar by various members of the Jhareja tribe, praying 
for an amnesty for the past, under a promise faithfully to abide by their 
engagements for the fut^e, when* I shall also explain to what extent 1 con¬ 
ceive this petition sho^id be conceded. 

25. Mr. Erskine is not correct in supposing that I ever intended to trans¬ 
fer the responsibility of the crime of Infanticide from the Chief to the vassal, 
in cases where the former can fairly be held responsible. No Chief, however, 
is held responsible for any offence, the perpetrators of which ai'e discovered. 
If a robbery occurs withinlimits, he is bound by the custom of the country 
to produce the robber, orlo make good the loss. 1 would maintain this 

* In his 18th paragr^h, Mr. Erakine admits as much, for he obs^es—'* The Jharejas have 
.i^bned their ^es; they now see that they will be inevitably degraded if this custom is continu¬ 
ed, and especially they perceive that a detestation of the practice has commenced throughout 
this count!^*; addingtW he is truly of opinion, "a revolution has already otaken place in the 
minds of the Jhaicja population, and that the result will hereafter be manifest.** 
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principle in cases of Infanticide, and, in fact, it is advocated in my report of Sep¬ 
tember 1834, wherein I proposed that fines in the first instance, and ultimate 
deprivation of sovereignty in cases of manifest delinquency, should be resorted 
to* whenever the annual census shows that the practice prevails in any 
particular Talooka. I beg to refer to the 20th pait^aph of the above 
report, towards the end of which 1 observed, ^‘Should, however, it be establish¬ 
ed by the certain, though presumptive evidence to be obtained from returns 
of the nature now submitted, mat the crime of Infanticide still prevails in any 
particular district, 1 think, after the warning contained in the proclamation now 
proposed, the Chief of that district should be severely fined; and that, if this 
does not produce attention on his part to his engagement to suppress the crime, 
1 think that an example should be made, and^hat he should be deprived of 
the sovereignty of his district. The case, however, must be very glaring 
where I should propose such an extreme measure for adoption.” 

26. The Political Agent is equally wrong in supposing that I ever intended 
to suggest that those accused of Infanticide should be tried “by their brothers 
and instigators,” Had my proposition, that these cases should, in some 
instances, be publicly investigated before the Court we have established in 
Kattywar been approved, it would have been the duty of the Political Agent, 
as in all ordinary offences, to have associated with himself assessors free from 
bias or from the claims of relationship or friendship. 

27. Mr. Erskine next proceeds to state his objections to what he desig¬ 
nates the “ sumptuary measures” for the suppression of Infanticide, a term 
which I have elsewhere remarked (paragraph 12) does not convey a correct 
idea of the nature of those measures. He admits that the rewards bestowed 
on those who preserved their daughters were well bestowed, but observes, 
“ As those who now save their daughters will not evidently be entitled to any 
‘reward for the future, after such repeated and obstinate evil conduct, this plan 
will cease to be an engine for putting a stop to the practice.” 1 do not see 
why this should follow; on the contrary, I would advocate the system, at all 
events, for some time to come. Hereafter we may trust to the innate love 
of offspring to be sufficient for our purpose, but for the present an annual 
distribution of presents on the plan which 1 adopted will, I think, produce a 
beneficial result. 

28. He next objects to the system now in force, of the Government con¬ 
tributing towards the expense incurred by Jharejas in marrying their daughters. 
Here, again, we are at issue. 1 conceive that such contributions should be 
made with caution, and should be preceded by a strict inquiry into the 
circumstances of the applying party. The Infimticide Fund was expr^ly 
created by Mr. Elphinstone's Government for this object, and the presmit 
amount of its accumulated funds (Rs. 1,08,930) shows tlud it is not likely s^n 
to become exhausted. Mr. Erskine, however, condemns almost every measure 
which has heretofore been adopted to win the Jharejas into acquiescence 
with the humane views of the British Government. He condemns the 
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distril^ution of presents made by Mr. Langford in 1829 among the Dherol 
Jharejas, because he thinks the correctness of the returns obtained by that 
gentleman ** extremely doubtful ”; he likewise condemns the honorary pre¬ 
sents bestowed by Government in 1829 on the son of Jeehajee, the Chief flf 
Moorvee,who was the first to set the example of renouncing the practice of Infan¬ 
ticide; he also condemns the praise conveyed to the Jam of Nowanuggur at 
my recommendation. 1 think all the above measures were wise and judicious. 
Mr. Erskine is wrong in stating that no ** previ^s steps were taken to ascer¬ 
tain whether the Jam was entitled or not to such eulogy.” On this point I 
beg to refer to the 23rd paragraph of my report, dated the 24tli September 
1834, wherein it is stated, that the return from Nowanuggur exhibited six 
hundred and thirteen males and three hundred and eighty females, '‘which proves 
that Colonel Walker’s arrangements have taken root to a very considerable and 
gratifying extent.” I then mentioned that I at first intended to propose that 
an honorary present should be conferred on the Jam, to conciliate him as the 
acknowledged head of the Jhareja tribe in Kattywar; but, assigning reasons 
why 1 had abandoned this idea, 1 contented myself with suggesting that, in 
forwarding the proclamation to this Chief, he “ should be informed of the satis¬ 
faction of Government at the progress made in his districts in suppressing 
Infanticide, and urgently exhorted to adopt the strictest measures to ensure its 
final extinction.” If praise accorded on such grounds was injudicious, I am 
very willing to bear the blame, but the Honorable Board will be gratified to 
learn from another part of the report, that before I left Kattywar the Jam had 
himself preserved a daughter. 

29. From the preceding review it will be seen, that the present Political 
Agent condemns almost every measure that has been adopted fur the suppres¬ 
sion of Infanticide, either as being unjust or inapplicable; his condemnation 
alike applying to those of a penal as well as to those of a conciliatory charac- * 
ter; and he does so notwithstanding the large m^^osure of success with which 
our arrangements have been attended. I now proceed to remark on the 
measures which Mr. Erskine proposes; this is a more gratifying task than the 
one 1 have above performed, because to some of them 1 can give my cordial 
consent; not, however, itvsuppression, but as auxiliary to those now in force, 
the whole of which siiould, 1 humbly think, be strictly adhered to and fol¬ 
lowed up. 

30. With reference to the remarks contained in the 17th paragraph of the 
report, I think it is much to be regretted that Captain Lang’s opinion on the 
Political Agent’s proposals was not obtained, more especinlly as- it is admitted 
" on some points a differenc^f opinion exists between them.” Captain Lang’s 
long residence in Kattywar, bis intimate acquaintance with every Jhareja 
Chief in the province, his extensive local knowledge, and,ebove all, his zealous 
and successful /exertions personally to extirpate the crime, render the opinion 
of this able officer of more than ordinary value, and I would, therefore, respect¬ 
fully recommend #iat it should even now be obtained. 
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31. I pass over Mr. Erskine's remarks on the early history of the Jtiilreja 
tribe, although, for the most part, they are interesting. I extract, hoieever, a 
passage which gives the particulars of the preservation of a daughter by the 
pi^ent Jam of Nowanuggur: ** These are the only two instances of daughters 
having been preserved by the family of the Jam, with the exception of the pre* 
sent Chief, who saved one three years ago under the following circumstances: 
when the Jam left his palace /or the purpose of meeting Mr. Willoughby on 
his arrival at Nowanuggur, one of liis wives was confined; the messenger sent 
to inform the Jam of the female progeny could not obtain a hearing as long as 
file Chief was with Mr. Willoughby, and when the Jam arrived at home the 
child was several hours old, and he then refused to give his consent to 
destroy her, declaring that it was her * nusseeb.* ** The Political Agent 
does not state whence he derives his information ; and I do not place implicit 
faith in it. I recollect my meeting with the Jam perfectly; it was on the morn¬ 
ing of my arrival at Nowanuggur, in the beginning of November 1834; I was 
but for a very short time with the Jam of Nowanuggur, and I should think 
not long enough for the purpose stated by Mr. Erskine. The Rajkot case had 
been investigated in the preceding month, and the Jam was well aware of the 
strenuous exertions in progress for securing the observance of Colonel 
Walker’s engagements. Be this as it may, whether the preservation of the 
Jam’s daughter is to be attributed to these exertions or to my accidental 
visit to Nowanu^ur, the event is one which cannot tail to have produced a 
salutary impression throughout the province, or to aid our efibrts for the 
abolition of Infanticide. It is worthy of remark, that the messenger coming 
to report the birth, proves that no general order for the destruction of his 
daughters existed in the Jam’s family. 

32. The first measure proposed by Mr Erskine is, ** that all the Rajkot 
Chiefs in Katty war shall be required to enter into an engagement that they 
will not give their daughters to any tribe who will not give them their 
daughters in return.” The Political Agent is of opinion that the Chiefs will 
be induced to enter into an engagement of this kind : I am not myself quite 
so sanguine on this point, and even if it were agreed to, I imi^ne it would 
not be generally adhered to; still, however, I see no objection to an attempt 
being made to obtain the voluntary assent of the Chiefs to the arrangement 
which, if successful, would undoubtedly aid our objects. 

33. His second proposition is, that the Jhareja Chiefs shall be required to 
enter into a stipulation that the expenses of the marriage of the daughters of 
their Bhyadkhall not exceed a certain amount, to be fixed at a general meet¬ 
ing of the caste, and be informed that Government will assist the indigent to 
the same extent as any other caste, but not to a greater. I see no olyeo- 
tion to the first part*of this proposition ; but in regard to the last I am not 
aware that Government have ever contributed to the marriage expmiaes of any 
other caste but the Jhareja. This should continue, after due inquiry into 
the circumstances of the party requirii^ relief. 

, 73o 
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34. His third proposition is, that specific peiudties i^oiild be proclaimed 
for the commission of Infanticide, after a certain time, to be fixed by Govern^ 
ment. I would rather allow each case to be dealt with as at present, accord- 
ing to its merits; but 1 think few will agree with the Political Agent in ophnbn 
that it is advisable to fix a period prO{^)eGtively from which to puinsh the 
crime. Mr. Erskine himself assigns a reason for my opinion that such cannot 
be necessary, namely, ** after the Chiefs have seen the unwearied attention paid 
to the subject by the late Political Agent, and die deep anxiety on the part of 
Government to abolish the practice.” 

35. His fourth measure is, that the Chiefs be held responsible for the con¬ 
duct of their Bhyad and vassals. This is no new si^estion, as will be seen 
from the remarks 1 have offered in the 25th par^raph of this memorandum; 
this responsibility should undoubtedly be enforced to the extent therein 
mendoned. 

36. The fifth, or that the annual census should be the test, and that the 
Chiefs should be enjoined to aid in framing this census, requires no remark, 
for these propositions were sanctioned by Gkivemment in 1835. 

87. His sixth proposition is, that ** the period of two years, or such other 
time as Government shall decide, shall be granted to the Jharejas and others 
in the habit of committing the crime, during which time no investigations 
shall be made, either with regard to the former or late cases, and that the 
result of the census at the termination of that period be die test” I must 
confess I am astonished at this proposal; if acceded to, entire impunity for 
the commission of crime would be the result, and I fear many would avail 
themselves of the license. It was my intention, had I remained in Kattywar, 
to have proposed, for the ftivourable consideration of Government, the policy 
of complying with the prayer of the petition presented to me by the Jhargas 
for an amnesty; but this should not, on tmy account, extend beyond the period 
when every Jhareja must have becoipe aware of the determination of Govern¬ 
ment to do all in its power to suppress the crime. My proclamation was the 
vehicle through which this information was conveyed, and I would jnnpose 
that the amnesty be grOjAted up to the end of 1^5. 

38. 1 do not myeUTperceive any necessity for appomting a second censor, 
more especially when we consider the difficulty which has been experienced 
in finding persons fit for the duty. 

39. His seventh proposition is, that we should endeavour to obtain the aid 
of the Rao of Kutchi Nothing, 1 conceive, would so much fficilitate the sup¬ 
pression of Inftmticide hs our obtaining the cordial co-operation df the Rao of 
Kuteh, and, I may add|M? the British authorities stationed in that province. 
Considering the. influenoe we have so long possessed in Kutcb, 1 think more 
might have been done than has yet been effected. The letter from the Rao, 
lorwasded by Mr. Erskine^ proves that His Highness is ffivourably disposed, 
and the fosree of his example will have a most benefidsd e^ct ii» inducmg bis 
tribe to abandon the inhuman piaetice. Extract ol this part of the Political 



Tax PAOVIXCX W OUZBBAT. 


£66 


Agent’s report sbovid be sent to ibe Sesident, with instructions to concert 
sneesares with tiie Reo for the ifodition of Infonticide which all the Chiefil 
have long since renounced; and it might be snggested to him, that the first 
measure to be adopted should be to take a census of the Jhaieja population of 
Ktttch, which has proved so beneficial ki Kattywar. He might adopt the 
name form as has b^ used in Kattywar, and foe census foould be annusUy 
renewed. 

40. Ihe Political Agent proposes that foe gemend eonvocaficm of the C^ieA 
of foe Rajpoot race, already sanctioned by Qovemment, should be held at 
Bhooj, in presence of foe Resident in Kiitch and himself, when a plan may 
be distinctly drawn out for foe ccmduct and observance of all Classes, for foe 
end of reconciling all discordant customs, and fixing the social relations of foe 
Bf^poot race on a secure and permanent basis; and more especially an agree¬ 
ment not to give their daughters to those who will not give theirs in return, and 
r^ulating foe dower and other expenses at marriages. These are highly 
useful suj^stions, and the only olujection 1 have to ofier is, foe heavy expmises 
which will be incurred by foe Chiefs of Kattywar if the meeting be convened 
at Bhooj. The attempt to induce them to go there may, however, be made; 
but if they refuse, foe convocation might be held at Rajkot, and another at 
JShooj, each communicating with and acting in concert as fiw as practicable, 
with one another. 

41. Mr. Erskine’s eighth and last proposition is, that ** we should endea¬ 

vour to effect our object by foe education, mental improvement, and moral 
amelioration of the mass of foe people.” His su^estions on this head ham 
been already considered, and for the most part approved of by this Govern¬ 
ment ; as an auxiliary measure they are deserving of great attention, though 
we ought not to relax in those of a more active character, for years must elapsa 
before we can expect that axiy material effect will be produced by foe tUffunon 
of education. , 

42. In his 20fo paragraph foe Political Agent submits the draft of a |Mo- 
■elamaticm which he proposes to issue, and also the draft of a circular letter 
which he proposes to send to foe Chiefs, to induce them to hold foe convoca¬ 
tion eii^sted; with regard to the former, the preceding remarks will have 
•explatned wherein 1 differ from Mr. Erskine. The first paragraph is unobjec¬ 
tionable : theeecond I foink requires qualification; for the present census shows 
that considerable success has attended foe measures adverted to^ and tliis 
should be noticed in terms of encoun^ment and iq^probation, foe Jharejas of 
Drappabeingpaiticularly alluded to. TheSrd, 4fo,and'6fo paragraphs,aUhough 
not couched in very popular language, appear unotgeotioiiable. Thefitbrequirea 
to be altered so foat it may‘Aot aeem foat Ckwamment now for foe first lima 
warn the Jhar^as a^inst Infimticide, for tha rpaocdamatisn of <1634 aontatned 
josplieft warnings; for the.same reason the woids "-now deelarad” fooidd be 

jftoimfoe 7fo.paragrapb. Thefifo paiagriq>h:ts jmoljMticiiiahlt^ hut 
it may be added, ** foe Bntiah Qovemment^ in convening foie awomhly, hae 
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nothing in view but the honour and happiness of the Rajpoot Chiefs of Katty* 
war/* I am obliged entirely to dissent from the 9th paragraph, for 6ie reasons 
previously stated. The 10^ paragraph is unobjectionable, but the 11th should 
be modified as suggested in the 34th paragraph of this memorandum. The 
three last pars^raphs are quite proper. 

43. I beg, however, to refer to the proclamation issued in 1834, which 
will be found in the accompanying volume; for I think several of its clauses 
might be introduced into the present draft, more especially Nos. 1, 2, 3, 5, 
6, 7, 8, 9, and 10; at all events the present should be made to appear as a 
continuation of the former proclamation; and the provisions in the clauses I 
have noticed be confirmed, the Tables in Nos. 6 and 8 being amended accord¬ 
ing to the recent census. 

44. With reference to the circular letter, I am not quite satisfied with it. 
It might be made much more simple and concise, and in my opinion the sub¬ 
stance of the last paragraph would be sufiicient. 

45. The Political Agent should be requested to furnish the reports pro¬ 
mised in the 23rd and 25th paragraphs of his letter as early as practicable, and 
may be reminded that his annual Infanticide Report for 1837 was due on the 
j St January last. 

46. Although I have presumed to differ on many points with Mr. Erskine, 
the zeal and diligence he has exhibited in his report is highly creditable to 
him ; his heart is evidently in this sacred cause, and 1 should be exceedingly 
sorry to damp his ardour, or to discourage his future exertions, by any un¬ 
necessary opposition to his views; for unless the* Agent employed to carry 
out the views of Government is personally interested, success cannot be 
expected. 

47. 1 must confess, however, that 1 do not think that Mr. Erskine has 
properly understood the real character of some of the measures which were 
adopted at my recommendation; aqy one who was unacquainted with my 
proceedings would, on reading Mr. Erskine’s present report, imi^ine that I 
had aimed to effect my object by penal measures only: 1 may already have 
succeeded in removing this impression by the observations 1 have offered, bu^ 
in order to place the/matter beyond doubt, I b^ to submit to the Board a 
translation of my correspondence with the Chiefs and other influential persons 
in Kattywar, on the subject of my proclamation, and census of the Jhareja 
population. 

48. These may be briefly described as follows:— 

No. 1. Letter to the of Nowannggur. 

No. 2. Letter to the Aakoor of Moorvee. 

No. 3. Letter to the Chieft of Gondul and Dhurol. 

No. 4. 'Letter to the Chief of Rajkot. 

No. 5. dircular letter to the Chiefs of Drappa, Veerpoor, Mooleeladeree, 
Sesang Chandlee, Kotra Nyqjee, Raj pure, Jhalleea, Dewanee, Mallia, Loodeka, 
Bharwa, Veerwa, Shapoor, Wnddalee, Kakseallee, and Gutka. 
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No. 6. Circular letter to the Chiefs of Paal, Kotaree, Kotra Sangaoee, and 
Mowa. 

No. 7. Letter to the Chief of Khureesra. 

•No. 8. Letter to the Chiefs of Mengnee and Satodur Wawree. 

No. 9. Circular letter to the Chiefs of Drangdra and other Rajpoot Chiefs, 
who give their daughters in marriage to the Jhareja tribe. 

No. 10. Letter to Babajee Buchajee, Minister of Gondul. 

No. 11. Circular letter to Nuthoo, Mehta of Limree; Motee, Mehta of 
Nowanu^ur; Runchoijee, Dewan of Joonaghur; Baba Wuseekur, of Dhurol; 
Mehta Wasunjee, of Gondul; Mehta Nuthooram, of Poorbunder; the manager 
of Amrellee, and to all Mehtas on attachment duty, transmitting my proclama¬ 
tion, and calling for their co-operation in extirpating Infanticide. 

No. 12. Circular letter to eighty Chiefs of minor rank and influence, con¬ 
nected by marriage with the ^Jhareja tribe, sending them the proclamation,. 
and soliciting their aid in enforcing it. 

1 also annex a selection from the replies which I received to these letters, 
the tenor of which must, on the whole, be deemed satisfactory; and as this 
correspondence is not noticed in Mr. Erskine’s present report, and may pro¬ 
bably therefore have escaped his notice, I would propose that a copy should 
be forwarded to the Political Agent, for his information, and for record in 
his office. 

49. There is also another document in my possession which has not been 
submitted to Government, namely, my instructions to the person appointed to 
take the census of the Jhafejas, now before Government. I annex copy of these 
instructions, not only because I believe that every document connected with this 
interesting subject will be read with interest, but likewise because it contains 
additional evidence of the principles on which my efforts for the suppression 
of Infanticide in Kattywar were regulated. 

60. In conclusion, 1 shall briefly no^pe Mr. Erskine’s letter and enclosures 
of the 28tli September last, relating to a difference of opinion which has arisen 
between his Assistant and himself, on the subject of Infanticide. It was 
very natural that Captain Lang should desire that his letter of the 14th April 
1837 should be submitted to Government, and I see nothing in the request, or 
the manner of making it, which rendered necessary the remark contained in 
the Politick Agent’s letter of the 28th September. 

61. Captain Lang’s proposal was, that in order to guard against the pos¬ 
sibility of the commission of the crime of Infanticide and the death of the 
child being afterwards attributed to premature birth, and to obviate the difficulty 
of proving in such cases the crime, that, in all instances of premature births 
which may hereafter occur, where the child is either still-born, or dies in conse¬ 
quence, the corpse, Whether male or female, should be diown to the Gametee, 
or Patd of the village, and a certified paper, setting forth the circumstances 
of the case, Ji>e required from them; but that where there happens to be a 
Government Mehta on the spot, the report should be made to him. 
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62. It» not likely, with the views entertaiiied by Mr. Erriuse regtrdtng 
the measures which we have adopted for the extinction of the practice, &at« 
proposition of this kind would find iwour in lus eyes. The suggestion is alluded 
to in the latter portion of the 10th paragraph of Usreport;* the Political Agent 
does not state hisofc^ctionB toil, hut merely ohnrres, whli the opinions he enter¬ 
tains of the coercive measures adopted he could never consdentiouBlyreeonuaeiid 
it. 1 think myself that, for the present, themeasure need notbe carried intoeffect; 
not that I regard it as improper or unjust, but becanse I wss willing to hope 
we may he able to attain our olgect without it. Wim the meetbg of the 
Chiefs is held, they might, however, he infonaed thatthe ateasure wiU be here¬ 
after adopted if the crime still contmues to he eommitted, asid It is needless 
here to report that whenever it is suspected, unreasonable grounds, tbst Imfim- 
ttcide has occurred, and that the same Is endeavoured to be conceded under 
the pretext of a ** preuisture birth,” the ciroupstances of the ease should be 
strictly inquired into. 

(Signed) J. P. Willopobbt, 

%ih SeptenAer 1838. Secretary to Government. 


APPENDIX No. 1 TO THE FOREGOING MEMORANDiHM BY 
Mb. J. P. WILLOUGHBY, 

From J. P. Willoughby, Esq., PoKHcal Agent in KattywoTf to Jharbja 
Jam Runmuljee, of Nxncanuggur. Dated 2irt July 1835. 

After compliments.—I have the pleasure to forward, for your information, 
two copies of a proclamation recently published by Government in this 
province, upon the subject of Female Infanticide, to which I request your 
attentive consideration. 

2. 1 have been instructed on this occasion to convey to you the satis&c- 
tion derived by Government on obsdhring the progress which has been made 
in the districts subject to your authority iu abolisliing this inhuman custom^ 
since the return lately furnished by you shows that three hundred and eighty 
infants have been pr^fved. 

3. I confidently rely on receiving from you the most cordial co-operation 
in carrying into effect the measures in progress for ensuring the entire aboli¬ 
tion of a practice so entirely at variance with the usage of mankind. I am 
happy to inform you that His Highness the Bao of Kutch has pledged himself 
to use his exertions .to extiipate this heinous sin from his dominions, and 1 
look to you, as the Chief||||f the Jharqjas of Kattywar, to follow His Highness 
the Bao’s example, V a^ording ime eveiy assistance in .accomplishing the 
same object in this province. doing so you will greatly add to yourirepu- 
tation, and establish for yourself and fiuni^ .the .etcongest claims for a aon- 
tinuance of the-firiendship and protection of the Bntiah Govemineat. 

tius&elestun. 
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4* 1 raqveat you witt do roe the fsvoer to give every pmblietty to the 6o- 
vemment prodameittoii; end it would be higfafy conducive to the end in view 
were yon on tbie occeeion to eummon to your presence your Bhyad end the 
whole of the Jherejas subjeot to youreBthority, tod inform thmn of your fixed 
resolve to punish with the utmost sevmity, and expel from the caste, any 
person who may still adhere to the barbarous custom of potting their female 
offspring to death, at the same time requiring them to renew existing engage¬ 
ments for its discontinttance. 

5. You will observe that Qovemment has resolved to obtain a censos of 
the Jharefa population of Kattywar,and to require from the Chiefe of the tribe 
half-yearly returns of all births, marriages, betrothals, and deaths occurring in 
tile t^trict The object these returns is to enable Government to ascertain 
from the results how far existing engagements are observed; and I request 
your assbtance towards rendering the returns of your districts as full and 
accurate as possible. 

6. The British Government has established a fund for the relief of Jhar^as 
in indigent drcumstances and unable to defray the marriage expenses of their 
daughters. I shall on all occasions be most happy to pay every attention in 
my power to such representations as you may make on behalf of Jhargas so 
circumstanced. 

7. It is impossible to convey to you an idea of the intense interest felt, 
not only by the Government of India, but by tiie authorities in England, to 
effect the entire extinction of the unnatural crime of Infanticide. Persons at a 
distance can scarcely cre^t the existence of such a custom among a high- 
minded race of men, whose Shasters or religion denounce it as a crime of the 
deepest dye, and so great as not to admit of expiation. In suppressing it. 
Government is alone influenced by motives of humanity and the purest 
philanthropy. It sincerely desires to efiect the end in view by persuasion and 
by an appeal to the dictates of reason agd religion; but, should these means 
fitil, the severest penalties will be inflicted upon those who still adhere to the 
detestable custom; and, finally, it will become matter of serious consideration 
whether Government can with propriety maintain any relations whatever with 
persons who, after having voluntarily renounced the practice, and repeated 
warnings and admonitions, may still prove themselves to be utterly r^;ardless 
of one of the first and most important duties of mankind. 

8. Favour me with an early reply to this communication, and apprise me 

of such measures as you may adopt for giving efiect to the wishes and orders 
of Government. _ 


APPENDIX No. 2. 

fVom J. P. WiLLOtoHBT, JSg., PoUtkeU AgaU in KaUpoar^ to Jharwa 
PiunrHBBBAMBB, tho Chirfof Moorvee ; of ihoomodaU, 

1. Similar to para.! 1 of the feregoing. 

2. I have been direeted on tiiieoeeasiGn to express the deep regret which 
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Government has experienced on receiving the return you recently furnished of 
Jhareja children in your districts, showing that whilst there are sixty-seven 
males only seven females have been preserved. No further proof is required to 
establish the melancholy fact, that the barbarous custom of Female Infanticide 
still prevails in your districts to a considerable extent, because the inquiries of 
the learned have proved that in all countries the number of persons bom of 
both sexes is nearly equal. Let me remind you that your late father, the re¬ 
spectable Jeliajee, was the first Chief who set the example, twenty-five years ago, 
of renouncing this horrible practice, and that, in consequence, yourself and family 
have on various occasions received special marks of the favours and friend¬ 
ship of the British Government. It is mortifying to reflect that the laudable 
example of your father has produced so little impression upon the Bhyad and 
other Jharejas residing in the Moorvee Talooka. I exhort you in the strong¬ 
est manner to take immediate measures to ensure the strict observance of the 
engi^ements entered into by your respected father for the discontinuance of 
this dreadful crime; and I inform you, that should you fail to do so, and 
should future returns from your districts exhibit similar results, you will forfeit 
all claim to a continuance of the favour and protection of Government, and 
justly expose yourself to reproach and disgrace. 

3. Same as para. 4 of the letter to the Jam. 

4. Same as para. 6 ditto. 

6. Same as para. 6 ditto. 

6. Same as para. 7 ditto. 

7. Same as para. 8 ditto. 

APPENDIX No. 3. 

FromZ.V. Willoughby, JEkq.t Political Ager^t in Kattywatt to Jharbja 
Chundersinojee, the Chirf oftGondul Dhorcgee; of the same date. 

The same as to the Jam, with the exception of the 2nd paragraph, and the 
allusion to the Rao in the 3rd paragraph. 

From J. P. WiLLOUGTNBtT, Esq., Political Agent in KattywoTf to Jhareja 
Boputsirojee, the Chief of Dhurol Surrufdar ; of the tame date. 

The same as to the Chief of Gondul. 


APPENDIX No. 4. 

Fnm J. P. WiLLOuoHBlipf^k^., Polideal Agent in KattywcBr^ to Jhareja 
SooRAJBB, ClAif of JRegkot Sirdar; of the tame date. 

The as to Gondul and Dhurol, with an addition as follows> 

In my letter of the 20th June I communicated to you the decision of Go- 
Ternment upon the dreadful instance of Infimticide committed hi your house 
in 18^. I trust that the leniency extended to you by Government is duly 
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appreciated ; that you have been awakened to a proper sense of the heinous 
sin which, under the influence of a shocking prejudice, you committed; and 
that you will endeavour to restore yourself in some degree to the favour of 
(iovernment by your future exertions towards the suppression of a practice long 
since renounced by your tribe generally, under the most formal engagements. 


APPENDIX No. 5. 

To the Chiefs of Drappa. 

lilnclosed is a proilamation issued by GovernincMit, rtnjuii iiig your tribe to 
adhere to the engagements it entered into twenty-five years ago, to discontinue 
the barbarous practice of Female Infanticide. 

2. Tile return of Jhareja children lately obtained from your district, 
unequivocally proves that this detestable custom has not been abandoned. 
The great disparity oft)7 males to 10 females can in no other way be ac¬ 
counted for. 

3. The practice is denounced as a sin of the deepest enormity in the 
Shasters of yoi religion, and is universally execrated by all classes of the 
community. 

4. 1 hereby inform you that i(‘ it is proved by future returns that the 
unnatural custom is still adhered to, you will reiuler yourself liable to the 
severest penalties; and if you neglect to attend to this friendly warning, you 
will run a great risk of losing your Talookas and the privileges you now 
enjoy. Hej>ly to this communication. 

The same to Veerpoor, Khurrere, Mooleeladerec, Sesaiig Chandlee, Kotra 
Nyajee, l{ajpurra, Jhallcea, Dcwaiiee, Mallia, Loodeeka, Bharwa, Veerwa, 
Shajioor, Wiuldalee, Kakseallee, and Gulk. 


APPENDIX No. (). 

Circular to the Chiefs of Pal, Kotareea, Motra Sanfjunee, and Jloiva. 
The same as the above, omitting para. 2. 

APPENDIX No. /. 

Proiu .1. P. Willoughby, JSsq., Political Agent in Kattywar, to Jhakeja 

Doongi njee, the Chief of Kesui'rah. 

After compliments.—Enclosed is a proclamation, recently promulgated in 
Katty war, against the unnatural practice of Female Infanticide, to which I 
request you will give every publicity. 

2. It has a^orded me the highest satisfaction to observe, from the returns 
of Jhareja children of your district, that yourself and brethren have paid so 
*74 0 
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much attention to your engagements to renounce a practice so entirely opposed 
to the usage of mankind. 

3. Your praiseworthy conduct having been brought to the notice of Govern¬ 
ment, I have been authorised to grant you a remission of ten annas from 
tribute payable from Kesurrahfor Sumvut 1890, and an honorary present in 
the name of Government in token of its high approbation of your exemplary 
conduct. These rewards will no doubt stimulate you to further exertions 
towards extinguishing a crime which has so long disgraced your tribe. 

Send an early reply to this communication. 


APPENDIX No. 8. 

To the Chiefs of Mengnee and Satodar Waoree. 

The same as the above, substituting four annas for ten annas, and omitting 
to mention an honorary present in the name of Government. 


APPENDIX No. 9. 

7b the liaj of Drangdra and other Chiefs who give their Daughters in 

marriage to the Jharejas. 

After compliments.—Enclosed is a proclamation recently issued by Govern¬ 
ment, in Kattywar, against the practice of Female Infanticide. 

You are aware that this custom formerly prevailed almost universally 
among the Jhareja tribe, but that its renunciation was provided for under the 
most solemn engagements. Notwithstanding this, it has recently been estab¬ 
lished beyond doubt, that the barbarous custom is still adhered to, to a very 
considerable extent. 

Further measures have therefore become necessary to effect the complete 
abolition of the custom; and the object of my v. riting to you is to suggest that 
it be made a stipulation in nil marria^ contracts entered into between ^jpoots 
of the Jhalla tribe and the Jharejas, that the practice shall be discontinued. 

I rely on your adopting measures for carrying this suggestion into effect 
within your territory. The practice of Infanticide is revolting to human nature, 
and IS denounced aS an inexpiable sin in the Shasters of your religion. By 
co-operating with me in its discontinuance, you will be doing what is accept¬ 
able to God and man, and entitle yourself to the thanks and approbation of 
the British Government. 

Favour me with an early reply to this (|ommunication. 

r.- 

APPENDIX No. 10. 

i 

Frm J. P* .Willoughby, JEby., Political Agent in Kattywar, to Babajeb 
i , ‘ Buchajsb, Minister of the. Chief of Gondul; dated 2\st July 1836. 

After compliments.—When yon lately visiM me at Porebunder, I con- 
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versed with you upon the subject of the custom of Female Infanticide, and 
I apprised you of the measures 1 intended to adopt to secure its entire 
suppression. 

*This practice being of such a detestable character, and its observance 
so at variance with the affection implanted by nature in the hearts of parents 
for their children, I am sanguine that its ultimate abolition may confidently 
be expected. 

3. It is my desire to enlist the feelings of the whole community in behalf 
of this sacred cause, so that it may become generally execrated and be ultimately 
regarded by the tribe among whom it prevails as the great and inexpiable sin 

• it is described to be in your Shasters. 

4. I have written to the Chief whose minister you now are, requiring him 
to see that Colonel Walker’s engagements are strictly adhered to. I request 
the constant exertion of the influence you must possess, from your situation, as 
well as high and respectable character, over the Gondul Jharejas, to give effect 
to those settlements. 

5. Enclosed is a proclamation recently issued by Government on this 
subject, to which I will thank you to give all the publicity in your power. I 
request also year attention to a letter 1 have written on the subject to the 
Chief of Gondul, and that you will urge him to adopt immediate measures for 
giving effect to the wishes communicated to him. 

6. Should any case of Infanticide come to your knowledge, you should com¬ 
municate the same to me. 1'here is no doubt the practice still prevails to a very 
considerable extent. The British Government is resolved to suppress it, and 
should persuasions and admonitions fail to effect this, severe penalties will be 
inflicted. 

7. I shall be happy to receive an early reply to this letter, and if any mea¬ 
sures occur to you likely to aid in the end in view, I shall be glad if you will state 
them ; you could not perform a more acceptable service than that of suggestii^ 
any mode by which the crime of InfanticMe may be diminished or extinguished 
altogether. 

Consider me your friend and well-wisher. 


APPENDIX No. 11. 

Circular letter written to Nuthoo Mehta of Limtee, Motee Mehta of Nowa- 
nuggur, Runchooijee Dewan of Joonaghur, Baba Wureekur of Dhervee, 
Mehta Wassunjee of Gondul, Nuthoorum Munguljee of Porebunder, and 
other influential persons in Kattywar, forwarding copy of the proclamation, 
and soliciting their aid and co-operation in effecting the extinction of the 
crime of Infanticide. 

• ■■ ■■ ' " — 

APPENDIX No. 12. 

Circular letter to the undermentioned Mehtas on attachment duty, forward¬ 
ing them the proclamation, directing them to assemble the Jharc^ in their 
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vicinity, and to read and explain its contents, and to be careful to report to me 
any case of Infanticide that may come to their knowledge. 


1. 

Mehta 

o 


O 


•J# 

4. 


<1. 

/. 


»^a 




10. 



Mandunjee, in charge of Moolecladeree. 
Purtanbey, of Pal. 

Kugoonath, of Uajpoorc. 

Ilowasiiuker, of M ungunee. 

Pooja Kurunsunkur, of Satodur Waorci*. 
IMundunjee, of Sesang. 

Joolojee Veorchund, of .lhallia Dewanee. 
Pabajeo, of Drapha. 

(Jopahijee, of llajkot. 
llaojee, of Mallia. 


Circular letter to the undermentioned Chiefs, forwarding the proclamation, 
and requesting their aid in giving effect to it. 

1. .Ihulla Jussajee of Thareea Limree Bhyad, dated 4th Aug. 183.0. 


2. 


Narsingjee, 

Bhocka, 

ditto. 

3. 


Sugajee, 

Fnkeewale<‘u, 

ditto. 

4. 

>» 

Pgursing, 

Kurrmur, 

ditto. 

.0. 


Bheeiijee, 

Bhutan, 

ditto. 

(). 

9} 

.T(?ejoe, 

Biivanna, 

ditto. 

7. 

99 

Sublajee, 

Snrala, 

ditto. 

8. 

99 

.leewunjee. 

Cucharee, 

ditto. 

0. 

99 

Wujehrajjee, 

Than Luckter, 

ditto. 

TO. ■ 

99 

Bhojrajjee, 

Limree, 

ditto. 

11. 

99 

.Talimsingjee, 

Deoullee, 

ditto. 

12. 

99 

llyesingjee, 

Choorc, 

ditto. 

13. 

99 

Molajec, 

.Thakhim, 

ditto. 

14. 

99 

Rajsingjoc, ^ 

Wudw'^'ii, 

ditto. 

15. 

99 

.feteejee, 

Wurralee, 

ditto. 

1(). 

99 

. Abheesingjec, 

Sowke, 

ditto. 

17. 

99 

Buneesingjee, 

Karole 

ditto. 

18. 

99 

Kusheej^e, 

Oontur, 

ditto. 

19. 

99 

fV.tundeesingjee, 

Wankaneer, 

ditto. 

20. 

99 

Wuchulsingjee, 

Sylah, 

ditto. 

21. 

99 

Nuthoojee, 

Chulala, 

ditto. 

22. 

99 

Runchoorjee, 

Kumalpoor, dated 7tli August 1835. 

23. 

99 

Jeejabhye, 

Dhurode, 

ditto. 

24. 

99 

Kortyee, 

Khandar, 

ditto. 

25. 

99 

WustRhye, 

Kamlayo, 

ditto. 

26. 

99 

Uloojee, 

Pullalee, 

ditto. 

27. 

99 

Muddarsing, 

Budwara, 

ditto. 

28. ■ 

99 

Jussajee, 

Geree, 

ditjto. 

29. 

99 

Nuthoojee, 

Lalliad, 

ditto. 
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30. 

Jlialla 

Muddarsingjee, 

Tulsana, dated 7th 

August 1835 

31. 

99 

Phuljce, 

Thanee, 

ditto. 

3‘2. 

99 

Dheepsing, 

Kherolee, 

ditto. 

33. . 

99 

Aherajjee, 

Gondeealee, 

ditto. 

34. 

99 

Seesabhye, 

Bhalora, 

ditto. 

35. 

99 

Dosajee, 

Jarapodur, 

ditto. 

36. 

99 

Poonjajee, 

Wunode, 

ditto. 

37. 

99 

Buunecsing, 

,1 luumur. 

ditto. 

38. 

99 

Mahdeosing, 

Jiajpoora, 

d itto. 

39. 

99 

Becheerjee, 

Wurra, 

ditto. 

40. 

99 

Dyalsing, 

Doodrej, 

ditto. 

41. 

99 

Kheemajea, 

Kesrala, 

ditto. 

42. 

Kawul 

Wajehsingiee, 

Bliownuggur, 

ditto. 

43. 

99 

Bhavvajce, 

Katolcca, 

ditto. 

44. 

99 

.Tcchajee, 

Pucheegaum, 

ditto. 

45. 

99 

Puttajee, 

Dhola, 

ditto. 

46. 

99 

Kuttajee, 

Punchwara, 

ditto. 

47. 

99 

Dosajee, 

llamunk. 

ditto. 

48. 

*9 

Pooniirjee, 

Chcetrawavo, 

ditto. 

49. 

99 

Kusheeajee, 

Chaniardee, 

ditto. 

50. 

99 

Humutsing, 

Wurrode, 

ditto. 

51. 

99 

Kuttasing, 

Ahuupoor, 

ditto. 

52. 

99 

Bliojajee, 

Kowree, 

ditto. 

53. 

99 

Jeteejec, 

Kuttonpoor Damir, 

ditto. 

54. 

99 

.Tymutsing, 

Tora, 

ditto. 

55. 

99 

Kyajee, 

Jonpooree, 

ditto. 

56. 

99 

Vulla Ilurbliuinjee, 


ditto. 

.57. 

(iohul 

Desuljec, 

Sumundeeala, 

ditto. 

58. 

99 

Klioemajee, 

Bliogawusdur, 

ditto. 

59. 

99 

Jeejee Soorsingjee, 

Lathee, 

ditto. 

60. 

•9 

Manajce, 

Gudoolce, 

ditto. 

61. 

99 

Dosajee, 

Keejureea, 

ditto. 

62. 

99 

Jeehajee, 

Vouree, 

ditto. 

63. 

99 

Khengarjee, 

Gudalee, 

ditto. 

64. 

99 

Togajee, 

Wangdra, 

ditto. 

65. 

99 

Korajee, 

Bhoochurwa, 

ditto. 

66. 

99 

Ujabhye, 

Limra, 

diito. 

67; 

99 

Mheeroojee, 

Deduki'ce, 

ditto. 

68. 

99 

Doodajee, 

Palitana, 

ditto. 

69. 

Surweja Umrajee, 

Jhallia. 


70. 

99 

•Jeebhye, 

Ohorok. 


71. 

99 

Bheemjee, 

Sehole. 


72. 


Umajee, 

Roheesala. 


-.73. 

99 

Kyopjee, 

Sulala. 
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74. 

Surweja Ranajee, 

Yawttx. 

76. 

„ Wunajee, 

Raj|K>oree. 

76. 

„ .Wukajee, 

Pad. 

77. 

„ Bunneesingjee, 

Dedurda. 

78. 

„ Kyajee, 

Data. 

79. 

Purmar Ramjee, 

Moolee. 

80. 

„ Rumeesingjee, 

Moonjpoor. 


jRq^hotf 29th September 1835. 

Distributed the proclamation against Infanticide to the Vukeels usually 
employed by the Chiefs in the transaction of their affairs, and directed them 
to take every opportunity of publishing it, and of reminding the Jhareja Chiefs 
of the penalties they will incur by neglecting to attend to it. 


jFVom Jhareja Shrbe Runmuuee, Jam of Nowanuffgur, to J. P. Willoughby, 
JSsfj., Political Agentf Kattywar ; dated Shrawun Vud 14M, or 23rd 
Avgmt 1835. 

All is well here. Write regarding your own welfare. Your letter dated 
Assar Vud 11th, has been received. You have therein written regarding 
arrangements for the suppression of the custom of putting our daughters to 
death; all this is right. 1 shall assemble intelligent men together, and, after 
due deliberation, write you a reply. 


From Jhareja Shree Pritheerajjee, Chuf of MoorveCf and his Son 
Kooershree Ruwajee, to J. P. Willoughby, JEsq., Political Agent in 
Kaltyxear ; dated Bhadertca Vud 9th (16^4 September 1835). 

After compliments.—All is well here. Write to us of your welfare. Your 
letter regarding the preservation of oundaughters and the proclamation on that 
subject has been received. Jhareja Dewajee and all our Bhyad are now at 
Rajkot. I have written several times to my Vukeels to exact security from 
them, and to send the deeds to me. He has, however, not yet done so. My 
Bhyad state that they arff ready to execute tne required writings as soon as 
Jhareja Dewajee has done so. I will write to you hereafter on this subject. 
My father was an instrument originally in this business, and I myself act up 
to his example. 1 will not fail to pay due attention to the orders you have now 
issued. Ded Mhooijee will apprise you of my intentions in this matter. 

T 

From Jhareja Chumdbrsino^ee, ChUf of Gondul, to J. P. Willoughby, 
Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar; dated lOlA August 1835. 

The British Government formerly adopted measures for the suppression of 
Infanticide; but since receiving your letter of the 21st July, forwarding a 
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proclamation on this subject, and observing that it is your fixed determination 
to abolish the custom, I have accordingly communicated the contents of your 
letter and proclamation to the whole of the Jharejas and the Bhyad, and ex¬ 
acted fecurity from them to abstain from the practice, and to the effect that, if 
any of them should disregard the present engagement, he shall be expelled 
from the caste, and rendered liable to any punishment the British Government 
may think proper to inflict. I have spared no pains and trouble to inform 
them thoroughly of this. The measures adopted become the virtuous and 
humane character of the British Government, and are stiictly in accordance 
with the precepts^ enjoined in the Hindoo Shasters. He who now should 
commit the dreadful crime will reap the fruits of his guilt; and he who, know¬ 
ing that the crime has been committed by another, should hesitate to reveal 
his knowledge thereof, must participate in the guilt and sin which are the 
consequences. Who would participate in such sin? Let the Sirkar be con¬ 
vinced of this ; nothing will be left undone in this matter. But should, not¬ 
withstanding, any instance of the crime occur, the Sirkar is all-powerful to 
punish. Half-yearly returns will be transmitted as directed. The new year 
will commence from the Dussara, six months after which the first half-yearly 
return will be fjrwarded. 


From Jhareja Soorajbe, CAir/ of Rajkot^ to J. P. Willoughby, Esq., 
Political Agent in Kattgwar ; dated August 1835. 

I have received your letter dated the 20th June. I am willing to pay the 
fine of Rs. 12,000 therein imposed upoi\ me. I am, however, not in cir¬ 
cumstances to pay the whole of this sum at once; I rely on your goodness 
to grant some indulgence in this respect. You have desired that whenever 
there might be the prospect of an increase to my family, 1 should inform you 
of the same. This I will carefully attend to. In regard to the security de¬ 
manded from me that 1 shall hereafter abstain from the practice of Infanticide, 
1 beg to state that 1 abjure the custom for ever ; and, if ever I am found guilty 
of the crime, my possessions will be at your disposal. Should you still 
insist upon exacting security, I am bound to afford it. I have, agreeably to 
your orders, caused the departure of Mehtas * Joota Bulwunt and Dulputram 
Koo.shall from my territories. In reply to your orders that I must not injure 
Patel Luckmon’s mother, the midwife, and other persons who gave evidence, 
or their relations, &c., I beg to state that Luckmon Patel is like a son of the 
Durbar, and there is no one it regards so much as it does him. 

2. 1 this day, in the presence of four Sowkars and two other persons, called 

in Luckmon Patel, and gave him promises of encouragement. 1 have received 
a proclamation on the subject of Infanticide which you transmitted to me, and 
shall adopt arrangements for carrying the orders therein contained into effect 
Whatever the English Government determines upon doing is designed for our 
good, and 1 dm anxious to obey the wishes of the Sirkar. I beg you will be 
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SO good as to grant me some indulgence in paying the fine imposed on me ; 
the way to be that which yourself may be pleased to determine. My estate 
is at the will of the Sirkar. This is my petition. 


jFVom Jhareja Biiomeenkeajee, C/tief of Kotra SanganeCy to i. P. Wil- 
louqiihy, Esq., Political Agent in Kattgwar, dated Shrawun Sliood 6th, 
or 31s/ tTuig 183.5. 

Acknowledges letter with proclamation of Political Agent, and recapitulates 
the contents. * 

1 continue to act agreeably to my engagements, and the wishes of Govern¬ 
ment in this business. The object of Government is to uphold the Hindoo 
religion. The unfortunate alone will not understand this, and wretchedness 
will be their portion. Three daughters have been lately born in my family, 
and have been preserved. I have drawn up a return of them in the form 
formerly furnished me by you, and have sent this return with the usual letter 
to you. I am obedient to your orders, and desire to act according to the 
wishes of Government. This, Sir, is my representation. 


Frotn .liiAREJA JiissojEE, Chief of Loodeeka, to.]. P. Willocgiijjy, Esq., 

Political Agent in Kattgwar. 

I have received your letter with the proclamation, and have placed it on my 
head. I will obey the order of Government. 


From Jhareja Mykamjee, and two other Shareholders of i]looleeludecree, to 
J. P. WiLLOuaiiBY, Esq., dated Shrawun Shood lAth iflth August 183.5). 

We have received your letter witli the ])roclamation. Whoever commits 
the sin of Infanticide will be punished. We will attend to the orders of 
Government. We have explained the contents of the proclamation to all 
our Bhyad (brethren) am^ will all attend to it. 


From the Jhareja Chiefs of Dbappa, to J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Poli¬ 
tical Agent in Kattgwar, dated Jest Wud Q,nd {\2th June 183.5). 

In obedience to the proclamation issued by Government, which we have 
read, we will not put oupdanghters to death. Should any of our Bhyad 
commit the crime, we agree to his being considered an offender against Go¬ 
vernment. 

Aa above written we will act. 


Signature of the parties. 
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From Jhareja Laoajse, phief of RajpoorUf to J. P. Willoughby, 
Political Agent in KattywasTj ^ted Shrawun Skood 8th (2ttd Avgust 1835). 

Your letter with the proclamation respecting the preservation of the daugh* 
tens of JUiarejas, has been received. The Mehta on attachment duty assembled 
together the whole of my Bhyad and read the proclamation over to them. 


Frmn Jharejas Khanjee Patrajee, Kanthxjrjeb Lakhajbe, Kesurjbe 
Nanabhye Allabiiye, Satodur Woivree, to J, P. Willoughby, JEsq.f 
Political Agent in KattywaTf dated Shrawun Shood 9th (8rd August 1835). 

Your letter, and tlie proclamation regarding the preservation of our daughters, 
have been received. The Jubteedar, Koomashunkur, assembled the whole of 
our Bhyad together and communicated the contents of your despatch to them. 
In obedience to the orders of Government we have never, nor will hence¬ 
forward, put our daughters to death. 


From JuAREJA Kiienoarjee and the Bhyad of Kotra X^yajeCt to J. P. Wil¬ 
loughby, Fsq.^ Political Agent in Kattywar^ dated \st Avgust 1835. 

The proclamation which you transmitted, regarding the daughters of Jharejas, 
has been received. Head the compliments of Khengarjee’s mother. 


From Jhareja Dongurjee, of Keesurahf to J. P. Willoughby, Esq., 
Political Agent in Kattywar, dated 31st July 1835. 

The proclamation forw'arded by you has been placed on my head j I do not 
act contrary to the wishes of Government. 


From Jhareja Dosajee, Chief of Paul, to J. P. Willoughby, ikj'.,Po/i7*oa/ 
Agent in Kattywar, datedWth October 1835. 

1 have received your letter with the proclamation. I have assembled my 
Bhyad, and formed engagements that they should not put their daughters to 
death. I am under the same obligation to preserve my daughters. Five 
months since my brother, Jhareja Hurreebhye, got a daughter, which he 
preserved. This I wrote for your information. 


From Babajeu Buchajee, Minister of the Chief of Oondul, to J. P. Wil¬ 
loughby, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar, dated lltA August 1835'. 

After compliments.—Acknowledges the Political Agent’s letter forwarding 
the proclamation, and,*after recapitulating contents, states—I have thoroughly 
informed the Chief, Jhareja Chundersingjee, of these matters, and the 
arrangements directed by you shall immediately be adopted, as you have 
‘ • 75 G 
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already been informed in a letter from the Chief himself. He who conceals 
his knowledge of a crime so heinous as that of Infanticide is guilty of a deadly 
sin, and concernment in the murder; who, then, would share the enormous 
guilt attached to such concealment ? The labour which you have undertaken 
from motives of the purest philanthropy, and the orders you have issued, will 
be cordially aided and obeyed even at the peril of our lives. 


From Baba Wussbikub, Farmer of the TalooJta of JDheroUy to J. P. Wil¬ 
loughby, JSsq.j Political Agent in Katlywarj dated 29^4 August 1835. 

After comidiments.—I have received your letter forwarding a proclamation 
regarding the suppression of the wicked crime of Infanticide practised amongst 
the Jbarejas. I have published the proclamation amongst the Girassias 
and others residing in the villages included in my farm. With Colonel 
Walker originated the adoption of measures for the abolition of Infanti¬ 
cide, but it is you who have vigorously carried those measures into execution 
upon a systematic plan. The ears of the community are at last opened, and 
they begin to see with their eyes. The inhuman custom continued, and your 
predecessors came and went, but no one has been so fortunate as to deserve 
that credit before God, and eternal fame with posterity, which you have 
obtained. I shall adopt the arrangements you have directed, and com¬ 
municate with you on the subject from time to time. I rejoice in two things— 
the exercise of virtue, and the attainment of that celebrity which is the 
inevitable concomitant thereof. 


From Mbhta Nuthooram Munguuee, of Porehunder, to J. P. Willoughby, 
Esq.f Political Agent in Kattywary dated 2Qth September 1836. 

After compliments.—Your letter dated the 7th August last has arrived, and 
afforded me great pleasure. The proclamation regarding the daughters of 
Jharejas has also arrived, and I have conversed with the liana on the subject. 
The Jaitwa tribe is not numerous ; there are only four Dehlees (divisions). 
Orders have been issued to all of them to abstain from Female Infanticide. 
The Rana is very much pleased that the attention of Government is engaged 
on a subject of such 'mmense interest, and so conformable to the religion of 
all nations. The Jaitwa tribe, however, was not included in Colonel Walker’s 
arrangements for the suppression of Infanticide, because this (i. e. Porebunder) 
is a Hhurmraj or place where religion is much respected, and the custom does 
not prevail; the four Dehlees consist of only ten houses. I am much 
rejoiced that the precepts of religion are to be enforced, and I will co-operate. 


Prom.R unchobjee Dewan, of Joonaghury to 3, P. Willoughby, Esq,^ Poli¬ 
tical Agent in Kattywar, dated-Assoo Vud2nd (12M July 1835). 

After cbmpliments.-—Your favour, together with the proclandition, has been 
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received. The JharejaSi in putting their daughters to death, commit a great sin. 
The Shasters describe this sin as one of the greatest enormity. The custom of 
Infanticide is not sanctioned in any of the Poorans that I have ever heard of. A 
woman cannot be deprived of life even if she is the most depraved and aban¬ 
doned of her sex. The guilt, therefore, of putting an innocent infant to death is 
of the blackest dye. The British Government, in abolishing this inhuman prac¬ 
tice from motives of religion and humanity, has gained for itself the highest 
reward of virtue. There are certain tribes of Rajpoots who put their daughters 
to death. The causes which appear to me to have led to the practice are men¬ 
tioned below. These causes, however, no longer exist, and it is unaccountable 
their still continuing to practise the crime. 

The caus^ I mentioned are as follows:— 

1. Up to the reign of Pritheeraj Chola the bride was the property of the 
strongest, who succeeded in taking possession of her person from the pavilion 
erected to celebrate her marriage. The contentions which ensued in conse¬ 
quence were of the bloodiest description. 

2. The Summa tribe of Rajpoots gave a daughter in marriage amongst the 
Soomra tribe of Rajpoots. Some causes originating in this connection led to 
a lasting ruptur*' between the tribes. 

3. The daughter of the Raja of Tutta was carried away by the Kuleefa or 
Sewant of Bugdada. 

4. The Mussulmen, during their reign, forcibly possessed themselves of the 
daughters of the Rajpoots, and great hatred and opposition between the castes 
ensued in consequence. 

To the above causes was owing the practice amongst the Jharejas of putting 
their daughters to death. The present times are, however, those of religion 
and virtue, and violence cannot be exercised by one individual against another. 
It is therefore unnecessary to continue the practice of infanticide. The greater 
portion of Jharejas do not adopt this dreadful crime ; but those who do so 
will abstain, in obedience to the will of tJovernment. As you have written to 
me to co-operate in the abolition of the custom, and as it is a work of piety, 
no endeavours will be spared on my part. Write in return, commanding me 
to do you service. 


From Wassunjee Eswunojee of Gondul, to J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Poli¬ 
tical Agent in Kattyvoar, dated Wth August 1835. 

Acknowledges the Political Agent’s letter with the proclamation (recapi¬ 
tulates contents). 

I have spoken to the Durbar (f. e. Chief of Gondul) on the subject, and he 
has despatched peop]e to the several members of his Bhyad. The strictest 
inquiries will be instituted, and no labour spared. The British Government 
is the protector of justice and of the religion of the Hindoos; consequently the 
arrangements *t has adopted for the suppression of Female Infanticide will be 
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acted upon. The orders of Government are like a crown on the heads of 
every one; all persons are bound to obey the wishes of Government. 


From Maharana Huree Umursingjee, Chief of Drangdra^ to J. P. Wil¬ 
loughby, Esq.f Political Agent in KattywaVy dated Ashwin Shood 2nd 
(24tft September 1835). 

After corapliments.—Your order regardii^ ftie daughters of Jharejas, 
together with a proclamation on the saroeEtii^^^ has been received. I have 
summoned my Bhyad to a conference on-',^ subject; they have agreed 
to meet at Drangdra the day after the Dewallee festival. After this meeting 
for deliberation I will write further to you. 


From Jhalla Bhojrajee, Chief of LbrnreCy to J. P. Willoughby, Esq.y 
Politicfid Agent in Kattywary dated 4M Bhudenca Wud (11/A Sqd. 1835). 

Acknowledges receipt of letter and proclamation. 

1 shall act in obedience to your 'wishes. I have distributed the letters, 
twenty-four in number, which you forwarded to the address of the Bhyad. 
As to a reply being sent you by the Bhyad, I have to mention that some of 
them understand, and others do not, the object in view. The Bhyad are dis¬ 
tributed in many villages, and require to be advised by a proper person. I 
shall therefore depute Mehta Nuthooram to them with instructions; but per¬ 
manent arrangements can only be efiected by your sending a Mehta into my 
Talooka for the purpose of taking writings from the different members of the 
Bhyad; but, should this measure appear objectionable, the Bhyad, when they 
attend as usual at Rajkot for the purpose of settling their dues to Government, 
can be made to execute writings in your presence; this is the only certain 
method which appears to me of accomplishing the wishes of Government. 


From Jhalla Ugursinojee, Chirf of KumWy to J. P. WiLLOuoHBt, Esq.y 
Political Agent in Kattyvoary dated 1st September 1835. 

After compliments,‘ 7 --Your letter dated the 4th August, regarding the pre¬ 
servation of the daughters of Jharejas, with the proclamation, arrived on the 
28th August. I placed it on my head. In conformity with the desire of 
Government, arrangements will be made. 


From Jhalla Rsjusin^e, Chief of Choroy to J. P. Willoughby, Esq.y 
' Political Agent in Kattywary dated Is/ Septembeir 1835. 

'T’After compliments.—Your letter about the daughters of the Jharejas, and 
the proclamation on that subject, have arrived. 1 placed them on my head, 
uid will act in conformity with the wishes of Government. * 
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je\om Jhalla Ubhurajjbb, Chief of Qondeallee, to J. P. Willouobby, 
Esq., Political Agmt in Kattywar, dated 26th Avgust 1835. 

After compliments.—Your letter, forwarding a proclamation respecting the 
daughters of Jharejas, lias been received. At present 1 have no daughter, but 
should I ever betroth a daughter to a Jhareja, I will do so after having made 
arrangements conformable tp the Government orders. 


From Jhalla Debpsino^ of Kerallee, to J. P. Willoughby, Esq., 

Political Agent iiit JS^itgwar, dated ^^th August 1835. 

I have received your letter, perused, and understood its contents. According 
as you have written, a writing will be taken, and our daughters married. 
Further, the motives of Government in this matter are purely those of hu¬ 
manity, and the measures they adopt are for the best. As you have written, 
writings will be taken from the Jharejas, and in future we shall not give them 
our daughters without first obtaining a writing from them, thougl^you should 
or should not write to us again on the subject. 


From Jhalla Shesmaijeb, Proprietor of Bholora, Tahoka Wudwan, to 
J. P. WiLLOUOiiBY, Esq., dated 26th August 1835. 

Your letter has been received, read, and the contents thereof understood. 
In obedience to your wishes, the daughters of Jharejas will be preserved, 
and a writing to this effect taken from them before we marry our daughters 
to them. _ 

From Rawul Jeteejee Motheejee, Shareholder of the Village of Rutton^ 
poor Pamun, to J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar, 
dated 23rd Avgust 1835, 

After compliments.—Your letter, dated 7th August, has been received. In 
this country the Jhareja people do not preserve their daughters. (Recapitu¬ 
lates the contents of the Political Agent’s letter.) I have derived much 
pleasure from the receipt of your letter. My people abuse the custom of the 
Jharejas, and it is becoming of the just Government of the Sirkar, the pro¬ 
tector of religion, to adopt the arrangements it has done. Every one is pleased 
with this. Before we give our daughters in marriage to the Jharejas, we shall, 
as directed, take the requisite writings from them to abstain from Female In¬ 
fanticide. I write this for your information. 

From SuRWEYA Buneesino and others, of Redvrdu, to J. P. WiLtouGHBY, 
Esq., Political Agemt in Kattytoar, dhited 3rd September 1835. 

Acknowledges the*Political Agent’s letter, and recapitulates its contents. 

We have never yet given our daughters in marriage to the Jharejas, but if 
ever we do so*in future, it will be under the arrangements you desire. 
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From Ramtui. Hurbhunjee, Chief of Wullxiy to J. P. WiLLOuaHBTi F^q.t 

dated 5th September 1836. 

Acknowledges the receipt of the proclamation, and states—I shall act agree¬ 
ably to the Sirkar’s arrangements; be sure of this. 


From Rawul Seeajee and Rawul Kusslajee, Chief of Puchegaum^ to 
J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar, dated 22nd 
August 1836. 

We have received your letter, read, and understood its contents. Your letter 
to Rawul Puttabhye, of Dhola, has also been received, read, and understood. 
No one is beyond the orders of the Sirkar. 


From GoqpD Khorahbhye, of JuUalpoor, to J. P. Willoughby, Esq., 
Political Agent in Kattywar, dated 29t/i August 1836. 
Acknowledges the receipt of the proclamation, and states—The custom of 
Female Infanticide does not prevail in my jurisdiction. I have inquired into 
this, and have found such to be the case. 


From Golint Khumabhye and Gohul Ujabhye, of Bojawuddur, to J. P. 
Willoughby, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar, dated Assud Shoodh 
4th, 1892 (26</i September 1836). 

After compliments.—Your letter, forwarding the proclamation, has been 
received, and its contents understood. Henceforward, whenever we may 
betroth our daughters to the Jharejas, we will exact security as directed. 


From Jhalla Bechurjeb, Chief of IVun, to J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Politi¬ 
cal Agent in Kattywar, dated Baderwa Vud \^th (20^4 September 1836). 

After compliments.—The proclamation regarding the daughters of Jharejas 
has been received. 1 anvexceedingly well pleased with this arrangement, which 
is proper. In confoiihity with your desire, henceforward, whenever I may 
betroth my daughters to any Jhareja, I will inform the Sirkar. 

From SuRWYA Rtopjeb ancf Surwya Bhoput Sing, of Sunallea, to J. P, 
Willoughby, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar, dated Qth Sept. 1836. 
After compliments.—^YlKir letter and the Bombay proclamation hav^' been 
r^Eievved, and the contents understood. We have not up to this time entered 
ih^ any marriage alliance with the Jharejas, but should we hereafter do so, we 
will inform. ' Do not entertain any care or fear on this matter, but continue 
to show favour towards us; we ard under your protection. 
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From SuRWYA Kyabhte and Sur'wya Munubhye, Chiefs of DaltOf to J. P. 
Willoughby, Esq.^ Political Agent in Kattgwarf dated 9th Sept. 1835. 

After compliments.—Your order regarding the daughters, and the pro¬ 
clamation, have arrived. It is not the custom with us to kill our daughters; 
we marry them as respectably as we can. 

From Mehta Poonjah Koornasmunkur, Zuhteedar of Satodur Wowree, to 
J. P. Willoughby, ^^q.f Political Agent in Kattyioary dated Shravun 
Shoodh 9lh {find August 1835). 

Acknowledges Mr. Willoughby’s letter transmitting the proclamation ; re¬ 
capitulates contents. 1 assembled all the Bhyad of the Tulooka together, and 
read over your letter, with the proclamation, to them. The Jhnrejas assembled 
said they would not put their daughters to death, nor permit their depeiidtfuts 
doing so. Their answer was to this effect. I delivered the proclamation over 
to them. I shall immediately inform you of the death of females amongst the 
Jharejas. Khuna Khanjee and the Talookdars have, all together, prepared 
a petition which you will receive. 


ItowBabajee Balcristna, Zuhteedar of DrappUf to J. P. Willoughby, Esq.y 
Political Agent in Kattgtcar, dated 4th August 1835. 

Acknowledges communication regarding Infanticide from the Political 
Agent; states—I have, in obedience to your orders, assembled all the 
Bhyad together, and communicated to them the contents of the proclamation. 
Their acknowledgment of the receipt of the proclamation has been forwarded 
to you. I shall duly inform you of all births amongst the Bhyad, and pay 
strict obedience to your instructions in this respect. 

Applies for a form to guide him in drawing up the return of Jharejas requir¬ 
ed by the Political Agent. • 


From Ragonath Ramchunder, Zuhteedar of RajporCf to J. P. Willoughby, 
Esq.f Political Agent in Kattyvoar^ dated 2nd August 1835. 

Acknowledges the receipt of the Political Agent’s letter, and recapitulates 
contents. 

In obedience to your orders, Jhareja Ladhajee is in attendance on you at 
Rajkot; but I assembled Jhareja Ramabhyee and the rest of the Bhyad, and 
disclosed to them your letter, with the proclamation, after reading the same 
over to them. Their acknowledgment of the receipt of these documents is 
herewith transmitted. I have issued the strictest injunctions to theHi to pre¬ 
serve their daughters, and required of them to give writings to that effect. 
They replied, together, that their Chief, viz. Jhareja Ladhajee, was in attend¬ 
ance on the'Political Agent at Rajkot, and would enter intb any engage- 
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ments in their names that may be demanded of him. I shall keep inquiries 
on foot amongst the Bhyad. Mehta Jeebhyee, formerly in charge at this place, 
furnished you with a return of the male and female Jharejas then existing. I 
herewith transmit a return of such as have been bom since that period. 


From the Zubteedar of Mooleeladerbe, to J. P. Willoughby, Esq.^ 
Political Agent in Kattgwar, dated Tth August 1835. 

I have received your letter and the proclamation regarding the daughters 
of Jharejas, and handed them to the Talookdar, after informing him of their 
contents. The strictest inquiries will be instituted, and the results duly com¬ 
municated to you. 


Minute hy the Honorable the Governory dated 20th September 1838. 

Mr. Erskine’s Infanticide Report for 1835 and 1836 has been so fully 
analysed by Mr. Willoughby, in his valuable Memorandum on this important 
and interesting subject, that it will be unnecessary for me to enter at all 
into detail. 

Both these gentlemen have brought to this subject the warmest zeal to 
accomplish the most benevolent object; and have been actuated in the 
measures they have adopted by the most earnest desire to suppress and put an 
end to the revolting and wicked practice of Female Infanticide, by every effort 
which has suggested itself to their judgment as best adapted to that end, 
though they differ in some respects. Mr. Willoughby’s matured judgment, and 
knowledge of the people, lead me to acquiesce in his proposed amendments 
of the suggestions of Mr. Erskine. 

The success which has attended Mr. Willoughby’s efforts is very strikingly 
shown by the number of female children preserved of those born in the last 
year of his Agency, and the one following it; although, as embracing only 
twelve instead of eighteen months, and omitting the Talooka of Noanuggur, 
they exhibit a result very much short of what might have been given. 

Whatever recommendation or otherwise the preliminary inquiry into charges 
may have in ordinary questions of a criminal nature, in those connected with In¬ 
fanticide I think them of very great importance, particularly as tending to 
prevent groundless or malicious charges being brought before the public, and 
the character of the accused unnecessarily injured. The suggestion of the 
Political Secretary should be adopted. 

The persecution which it appears the Chief of Rajkot has exercised towards 
the connections of the par^ who informed against him, should be inquired into 
and redressed, as pointed out in para. 21. 

It is to be regretted that Mr. Erskine had not more Carefully looked into 
the proceedings of his predecessors, nor possessed the documents which should 
now be sent him as suggested in. para. 48 of the Memorandum, when he would 
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have been satisfied that measures of a conciliatory character formed as much 
a part of his principle of proceeding as of own, and in the conspicuous and 
acknowledged success which has attended those principles of proceeding he 
w(uild have found a more solid ground of commendation than any which he 
has adduced as the basis for condemning tlioin. 

In Mr. Willoughby’s remarks upon the eight propositions of Mr. Erskine 

for effecting the great benevolent object in view in paras. 32 to 41 of the 

Memorandum, I entirely concur. I am (juite at a loss to conceive how in his 

sixth proposition he could have projwsed the degree of impunity for the crime 

i)f which they have had such full knowledge, and of the penalties attaching to 

it through Mr. Willoughby’s proclamation. On the eighth proposition, I 

think the Honorable Court should be strongly recommended to authorise an 

expenditin c suflieient to ensure eflicient measures for the diffusion of education 

in Kattvwar. 

«/ 

The proclamation proposed should he amended by embodying much of that 
of 1834, so that it shall aj)pear distinctly as a continuation of the former pro¬ 
clamation. I object to the circular, because of the inconsistency that would 
be involved in our issuing a document speaking of the Shasters as containing 
a declaration of fic true law of God. By avoiding such questionable, or rather 
erioneous statement, and siraplilying and shortening the circular somewhat as 
])roposed in ]>ara. 44, it would be much improved. The meeting of the Chiefs, 
if it can be cfleeted in the s])irit anticipated by Mr. Erskine, will, I trust, be 
attended with the benefits he anticij>ates. 

In conclusion, I have to observe that the few remarks I have offered on the 
interesting reports Ix'f'ore the Board, and the Political Secretary’s valuable 
Memorandum on it, touch but on few of the points which deserved notice ; I 
felt, however, that I could not improve upon the several recommendations 
which Mr. Willoughby has offered, and I would therefore suggest that he be 
requested to frame, in the spirit of his 4()th paragraph, a reply to Mr. Erskine, 
embracing tlunn. * 

The whole subject will also be reported to the Honorable Court. 

(Signed) James Parish. 


Minute by the Honorable Mr, Dunlop, dated Q.Q,nd September 1838. 

I quite agree in the general propositions for the suppression of Infanticide, 
but entertain doubts of the advantages to be expected from general convoca¬ 
tions of ignorant, prejudiced men, who are confessedly incompetent to enter 
into, or comprehend our views, but who seem to me quite as likely to confirm 
and embitter each otlier’s prejudices as to be converted to our way of ihink- 
ing, while it may tend to give combined habits of action not desirable to 
encourage. . 


76 G 


(Signed) J. A. Dunlop. 
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Minute by the Honorable Mr. (J. W. Anderson, subscribed to by the Honor¬ 
able Mr. Dunlop. 

I entirely concur in the view Mr. Willoughby has taken of Mr. Erskine’s 
report, and in the measures he suggests where he differs from Mr. Erskintx 

The mode Mr. Willoughby points out in his 7th paragraph for conducting 
inquiries into these cases 1 consider eminently wise, and should be alone 
followed. 

Mr. Erskine’s proposition, that no proceedings should be held in these 
cases for two years, I should strongly object to—as unnecessary for informa¬ 
tion to put the Jharejas on their guard—for information of our abhorrence of 
the practice they already possess—as also of the penalties to which the practice 
renders them liable. 

It would tend to throw a doubt upon our former proceedings ; to give those 
proceedings, in some measure, the colour of injustice, in our not having given 
such law of warning before; and lead to some doubt if up to this point we 
had really been in earnest, 

1 do not see either any necessity for the proposed proclamation; it proclaims 
what is already sufficiently known ; and I do not suppose any one really sus¬ 
pects that any good would come of it. 

I admit that education and knowledge will ultimately change the feelings 
and habits of a whole people ; but this is a work of time ; and it is not to 
knowledge so gained, that we must look for the cessation of this great crime, 
but to measures of vigor tempered with prudence and conciliation. Our pro¬ 
gress since Mr. Willoughby’s administration has been great, and entitles him 
to the highest praise. Many have written much, but in his measures we find 
a practical re.sult, and till we find a better and more extensive practical result 
promised, and likely to occur from other measures, I think those he adopted, 
and now so satisfact'irily explains, ought to be persisted in. 

(Sigied) G. W. Anderson. 

* J. A. Dunlop. 


Minute by the Honorable the Governor. 

With regard to the cqpvocation I do not think it will do any harm ; and in 
regard to the proclamation, it will perhaps be best to republish the former one 
with such modifications as the altered state of circumstances, and the census, 
may render necessary. 

_(Signed) J. Parish. 

Minute by the Honorable Mr. G. W. Anderson, subscribed to by the Honor- 

|p abU Mr. Dunlop. 

I must say that I doubt any good coming from the convocation, and I should 
consider it a hazardous measure. On the question of the necessity for the pro- 
damation I have given my opinion. 

(Signed) G. W. Anderson. 

J. A. Dunlop. 
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Minute by the Honorable Board. 

At the present time, and with reference to the state of the country, the 
convocation had better not be held. 

• (Signed) James Fauish. 

G. W. Anderson. 

J. A. Dunlop. 

Memorandum. — The substance of Mr. Willoughhy’s forcQoiny Memorandum^ 
dated the 8th September 1838, and the views of the majority of the Board 
contained in the above Minutes, were communicated to the Political Agent 
in Kattywar, on the February 1839. 


Note.-— These proeeeilings having been reported to tlie Honorable the Court of Directors, 
that authority, on the l.'hh May 1S4(), replied ns follows:— 

“ Mr. Erskiiie’s report on the progress of the measures for the suppression of Infanticide in 
Kattywar, during the years 183.'5 and 1836, is creditable to his industry and intelligence. We 
agree with you, however, in thinking that the facts stated by him, and especially the very 
great increase shown by the census in the number of female children now in existence (assum¬ 
ing that the census N to be relied upon, of which we express no doubt), amply justify a far 
more favourable o]niiiun than that entertained by him of the success of the means hitherto 
adopted to check Infanticide, and that the result altogether is by no means such ns to call 
for that total change of measure.s which he seems to recommend, although some of his sugges¬ 
tions may be beneficially adopted in aid of the measures already in operation. 

3. Among other things Mr. Erskinc recommends an attempt to induce the RaJimot Chiefs 
in Kattpvur (with whom the Jharejas principally intermarry) to enter into an engagement not 
to give their daughters in marriage to any tribe who will not give them their d.aughtcrs in 
return. Mr. Erskinc is of opinion that the Chiefs would willingly enter into such an engage¬ 
ment ; and he has shown good reason for thinking that, if adhered to, it would tend greatly to 
the suppression of the crime. 

4. Another of Mr. Erskine's pro])08itions is, that the Jbareja Chiefs should be required to 
enter into an engagement that the expenses of the marriage of the daughters of their Bhyad 
shall not exceed a certain amount, to be fi.xed n4 a meeting of the Saste. If this tribe could 
be induced to abandon the idea that expenses much e.\cceding those incurred on a similar 
occasion by other castes arc necessary in theirs, one of the inducements to the destruction of 
their female offspring w'onld be considerably weakened. 

“ 6. You have sanctioned both these propositions with the proper reservations. You have 
besides judiciously, as we think, declared an amnesty for all acta of this description committed 
before the end of 1835. Mr. Erskine’s proposition for allowing impunity to such acts pro¬ 
spectively for two years, trusting meanwhile wholly to indirect means and to moral infiuence, 
w'as altogether inadmissible. Something might have been said in favour of such a plan at 
the commencement of our operations, hut it is obvious that a system of investigation and 
punishment once introduced cannot be abandoned or even suspended, without risking the 
entire failure of our object. 

“ 6. We approve of your having instructed Mr. Erskine to adopt his predece88oar*a ]ff»ctice 
of never exposing parties to the inconvenience and dishonour of a public trial without first 
satisfying himself, by a pnvate investigation, that there was ground for the charge. 

“ 7« Wo arc sorry to observe that it has been found necessary to dismiss the Moonshee who 
had been employed to take the census, on proof of his having received a bribe to conceal an 
act of Infanticide.” 
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From J. Erskine, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated Rajkot, 31s< December 1837.^ 

Sir, —I have the honour to bring to the notice of the l{i<>ht Honorable the 
Governor in Council the following circumstances, with a few observations 
thereon, and request the favour of being informed of the sentiments and in¬ 
structions of Government on the subject. 

2. Lately, in the course of investigation into the conduct of the Jumadar 
of Arabs, and the Attachment Mehta at Mallia, on their being accused by the 
Thakoor, Jhareja Suttajec, of defrauding him of money in various instances, 
that Chief informed me that the sum of Its. 50 was on one occasion extorted 
from him by the Jubteedar, for the purpose of bribing the Infanticide censor 
to conceal the birth and destruction of a female infant in the family of Jhareja 
Wukutsing of Nuwagaum, one of the Mallia Bhyad. Suttajec’s Karbaree, a 
Banian named Teja, whom he had also accused of being implicated in the 
frauds said to be practised upon him by the Jumadar and Attachment Mehta, 
being on the spot, 1 interrogated him immediately about the bribe above men¬ 
tioned, and I was grieved to find that he corroborated the fact of the payment 
of the sum in question. The next step I took was to examine the Mallia ac¬ 
counts, and Teja pointed out to me an item of lls. 50 entered, “ Paid to 
Sutajee,” as being the sum taken by the Jubteedar for the Infanticide Moon- 
shee. The censor, on being examined, after some hesitation admitted the bribe, 
together with other petty instances of receiving presents from the Chiefs; and 
I beg to append copies of the three depositions in the case. 

3. The unfortunate subject of this report, Moonshee Goolam Mahomed, was 
selected by my predecessor as a person peculiarly fitted for the important 
situation of censor. With other qualifications, he was believed to have com¬ 
bined more than usual Native integrity. Fror' his infancy he had had the 
advantages of daily and familiar intercourse with European officers of the 
Army, whom his father first, and himself afterwards, were in the habit, as 
Moonshees by profession, of instructing in the Native lanuunges. Under such 
a system of education he insensibly imbibed notions of virtue not common 
among the Natives this country. Among these the detestation of corrup¬ 
tion must, it was to have been hoped, have been one. That such a man 
should accept a bribe under any circumstances, however extenuating, would 
at all times appear strange, but that he should do so for the concealment of 
murder, and such a murder too as involved in its consequences the perpetua¬ 
tion of Infanticide, the eradication of which crime among a large tribe of 
peqnLe was the sole object for which he was employed, would appear in- 
crJnble. The case, however, is not wholly unaccountaUe, and may be viewed 
as one in which temptation prevailed over superficial morality; or, in short, that 
though he w^ incapable of seeking unlawful gains, he was not proof to 
seduction. In this view of his character all persons who know him coincide. 
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4. In addition to the above extenuating observations, I beg to add the 
possibility that this has been the first and only instance in which the Moonshee 
has suffered the love of gain to prevail over his acquired and partial repug- 
ngnee to dishonesty. Fully alive to the immense importance of ascertaining 
beyond a doubt whetlier this was the fact, 1 have spared no pains to draw 
from him a free confession of the whole extent of his guilt; and, notwithstand¬ 
ing the assistance 1 had from his relations and friends in my endeavours to accom¬ 
plish this object, and although, in consideration of the general pernicious example 
of the Native establishment, I fully informed him of rny willingness to inter¬ 
cede with Government for him if he came forward and stated the whole truth, 
he continues to deny any other instance whatever in which he hiis misbe¬ 
haved in the capacity of censor. This denial has the appearance of truth 
(however disinclined those who arc not personally acquainted with the 
offender will be to subscribe to its admission), because he persists in it in spite 
of the love of self-preservation which is so strong within us. Sensible of the 
enormity of the offence to which he has confessed, and perfectly aware that 
the consequences, as far as he is himself concerned, would, at the worst, be the 
same, if not in a great degree favourable, if he confessed to other instances of 
similar offence: . it is most difficult to account for his continued denial on this 
head. But, after the hope of my interceding for him with Government, pro¬ 
vided he disclosed further acts of corruption, and serious warnings of the 
severity of the punishment which awaited him in case he clung to his obstinacy, 
Avere held out to him, the persevering silence of the man, if not truly inexpli- 
rabli’, must, I venture to submit, form a favourable feature in his case when 
the Bight Ilonoriible the Governor in (’ouncil is jdeased to pass a decision 
upon it. lie is, for the present, suspended from his duties, and I have taken 
security for his personal appearance. 

5. That there can hereafter be any hope of being able to place confidence 
in this person when such momentous interests are at stake, is, I fear, out of 
the question, and 1 regret to say I ha^fe it not in my power to recommend a 
8ucce.ssor to Government. The census is, therefore in a state of abeyance, 
until the receipt of the orders of Government as to the measures to be adopted 
in this enjergency, 1 may be allowed, however, to remark, that I consider the 
remuneration of Rs. 50 per mensem by no means commensurate to the im¬ 
portance of the duties on which the Infanticide censor is employed; and under 
the impression that the Government had not sufficient security against want 
of integrity in the censor, I took the liberty to recommend as a check the; 
appointment of two censors for this duty, in my paper on Infanticide of the 
30th of June last. 

6. If the Government has it in its power to command the services, of one 
or more respectable Natives sufficiently well versed in the habits, manners, 
and language of this peninsula, to prevent deception, it would be hi^y 
desirable; but I greatly fear the requisite qualifications are too rare, for there 
to be much nope of finding fit persons for so delicate and important a duty. 
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7. 1 know of no person at present whose name I could mention as possess- 
ing in a full degree the. qualifications requisite, except my Head Accountant 
and Clerk, Mr. Gillies, and the loss of his services in his own department 
would, in the present weak state of the Agency establishment, be so se¬ 
riously felt, that I am unable conscientiously to recommend his employment 
on this particular duty to the detriment of the other departments in which he 
is so usefully employed. 

8. I feel the more disposed to press upon the Right Honorable the Gover¬ 
nor in Council my conviction of the danger of leaning upon the power of 
inquisitorial and penal measures for the suppression of the awful crime, and 
of the necessity of trusting more than we at present do to the eventual good 
effects of a well-directed system of education of the ignorant community to¬ 
wards effecting this most desirable object. Our efforts are all but crippled, 
and in every huinan probability the Jhareja committers of the crime may still 
feel a sort of half security in the commission, from the hope of imposing on 
our censor. 

9. Although there can scarcely be a doubt as to the fact of the murder 
having been committed, from the 4<^positions already taken, still, in a judicial 
point of view, it is requisite to prove the fact incontestably by witnesses, 
before any such steps can be taken, as just now adverted to, aguinst the 
Moonshee. 1 have, therefore, requested Suttajee to send for tlie parties who 
W'ere present, as also for Wukutsing, to defend himself against the charge, 
and the result of their examination shall be duly reported for the information 
of Government. In the meantime, however, as the progress of the census is 
effectually arrested by the delinquency of the present censor, I hope to be 
favoured with as early a reply to this reference as the circumstances submitted 
for consideration will admit. 

10. Should it be the opinion of the Right Honorable the Governor in 
Council that it is expedient to proceed without loss of time with the census and 
with the present rate of remuneration ^io the censor, I shall do my utmost to 
select a qualified individual, and a respectable Native woman, for the purpose, 
and immediately direct the scrutiny to commence in the territory of the Jam 
of Nowanuggur, which has not yet been able to be effected. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) James Euskine, 

Rajhoty 31sZ Decemler 1837. _ Political Agent. 


(No. 1.) 

Depositim of Jhareja Suttajee, Chief of Mallia. 

When Moonshee GoolaSI Mahomed came to Kakrejee to take the Jhareja 
c^us, my mother and 1 privately told him that WukuUiing, of Nowagaum, 
had killed a daughter. The Moonshee took a memorandum of this. He lived 
at this time with Rowjee. Rowjee afterwards sent for Wukutsing and told 
him of my accusation. That night Teja and Rowjee came to my house and 
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blamed me for what I had done, saying I should lose my character by it, and 
that my family would be dishonoured by being dragged before the Sirkar. 
They succeeded in acting on my fears to such a degree, that at their request I 
consented to pay Its. 50 in order to have the business quashed, and this they 
promised me ; and they added, that by my giving the Moonshee this sum, and 
Wukutsing's paying him something which they would manage for him, be 
would take no notice of my report. I told Uowjee to pay the Moonshee 
Rs. 60, and charge the sura to my deposit with him. The Moonshee, thp second 
day afterwards, departed in company with Wukutsiug for Nowagaum. 

(No. 2.) 

Depodtion o/Teja Banyan. 

During Kooer Moohvajee’s marriage, about two years ago, Moonshee 
Goolani Mahomed came to Kukrejee. Suttajee informed him that Jhareja 
Wukutsing had killed a daughter. Wukulsing, hearing of this accusation, 
sent word to Rowjee that he could prove several cases against Suttajee. Upon 
Ilowjee’s telling this to Suttajee and his inother, they bad a long private con¬ 
versation with Rowjee, and got him to agree on the part of Goolam Mahomed 
to quash the affaij^ on their paying him lls. 50 ; accordingly Suttajee ordered 
me to give Uowjee credit for this sum, and desired that Uowjee .should be 
permitted to insert it in his account as “ ready cash paid Suttajee.” When 
the Baee and Suttajee came out of the room after their conference with Row¬ 
jee, they told me they had quashed the aflair, because they did not wish to 
be dragged before the Sirkar as witnesses; but they did not mention their 
real fears, which were the counter accusations of Wukutsing. 


(No. 3.) 

Deposition of 31oonshce Goolam Mahomed. 

When Captain Lang was at Adhoee I was employed on the census duty at 
Mallia. I arrived at Kukrejee at ten at night. Next morning I visited Row¬ 
jee at his request, and he desired me to live with him, to which I consented. 
The same day, or the next, I called on Suttajee to take down the names of his 
children. His mother was with him, and she told me, in his presence and 
that of other people, that Jhareja Wukutsing of her Bhyad had committed 
the crime of Infiinticide. She named a woman of Mallia as having been 
present on the occasion as midwife; but she desired that her own name in the 
case should be concealed, and she advised me to seize the midwife, Rnd extort 
the truth from her. I took a memorandum of this communication without 
any remark, and, having gone home, told the whole thing to Rowjee. In 
reply, he spoke in Wukutsing’s favour, saying he was a friend of his, and 
that Suttajee and Wukutsing were not on terms, which accounted for the 
false accusation of the former. To this I said nothing; and I went to 
Adhoee, and after seven days came to Mallia. From this place I sent for 
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Rowjee, saying 1 wished to inquire into the Infanticide affair, and after some 
delay, he came with Wukutsing, and told me that it was all nonsense, he 
having inquired into the affair in my absence. He added, that as the thing 
was false, Suttajee wished to quash it, and w'ould give me some money to 
gain that purpose. 1 argtjcd the truth of it, till Jlowjec finally seduced me. 
At last he prevailed on me to go to Kukrojee, where 1 accepted Ks. 70 from 
him, Heaven knows how, from Suttiijee. Next morning I and Wukutsing left 
Kukrejee, and as I intended to visit certain Moorvee villages, and as his 
village was on the road, I put up at his house that night. In the morning, 
after breakfast, Wukutsing requested me to see his sister-in-law. I consented, 
and she spoke to me from behind a purdah. After agreeing to regard 
each other as brother and sister, she desired me to accept six or seven 
Korces for sweetmeat, and when I refused, she insisted on my taking the money 
in exchange for a choolee (jacket), such as a brother is expected to give his 
sister, and I agreed, and left the place with the korces. 

I have received petty presents from various people during my tour in the 
districts, such as provisions, fruit, kc. and sometimes small household articles. 
In one or two instances I have been ofiered presents of valuable cloths, &c. 
but these I refused. In a few instances, .Iharejas r(jcei\ing pecuniary aid 
from the Infanticide Fund have forced on my acceptance ft tiifiing nuzzerana 
or so. I have no Anther acts of misconduct to reveal. This deposition con¬ 
tains the whole I have been guilty of. 

(True translation) 

(Signed) J. Hrskine, 
Political Agent. 


From J. P. WiLT,or(ninY, F.sq., Secretary to the (jovernment of Bombay, 

To the Poi.itk:al Agent, Kattywar. 

* Dated the 1 Qth May 1S38. 

Sir, —I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
31st December last, rejiorting corrupt conduct on the part of Moonshee 
Goolam Mahomed, in th^ performance of his dbties as Infanticide censor in 
the province of Katty’./tir, and to inform you that the Right Honorable the 
Governor in Council approves of the suspension of that individual, and directs 
that the bribe of Rs. 50 received by him be refunded and credited to the 
Infanticide Fund. 

2. You are requested to appoint another Karcoon to conduct the duties of 
censor, selecting the best ^rson you can meet with for that purpose. 

3. The Governor in Cwncil is pleased to direct that the charge of Infan¬ 
ticide in Jbareja Wukutsing’s family be fully investigated,* and desires me to 

* Notb.— From Appendix F to Captain G. LeGrand Jacob’s Report on Infanticide, dated 
the 23rd October 1841, which will be found in a subsequent part of this Selectioif, it appears that 
tlus charge of Infanticide was, on further investigation, substantiated,* but that, after keeping 
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state tliat the report of your proceedings will be awaited before finally 
deciding on the Moonshec’s case. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

• (Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Secretary to Government. 

Bombay Castle, 16M May 1838. 


From Captain G. L. Jacob, Acting Political Agent in Katlywar, 

To J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Offig. Chief Secy, to Government, Bombay. 

Bated Rajkotf22rd October 1841. 

Sin,—I have now the honour to submit, for the information of Government, 
returns of the Jhareja and Jctwa population of Kattywar, and part of Wagur, 
with a few remarks on the subject of Infanticide generally. 

2. Since Mr. Erskine’s despatch, dated 30th June 1837,* no annual report 
on this particular crime has been drawn up, and the general census^ from which 
the accompanying tables (Appendices A to C) have been, extracted and 
condensed, is brought up to the 30th June last; those for Adhoee and Jetwari* 
have, indeed, been only received this week; and I have had the option of 
transmitting imperfect information, or of departing from the presciibed course, 
by including in this report a review of events up to the present time, unless 
indeed 1 had deferred to a still further period the (long over-due) notice of the 
subject, that its importance and the orders of Government alike demand. 

3. I feel that some explanation is here called for as to the omission of 
periodical reports for upwards of four years ; for though the state of this 
Agency, as brought to the notice of Government in several recent despatches, 
may sufficiently account for it, yet circumstances, peculiar to this branch of 
the Agent’s duties, have also served to prevent their compilation. 

4. Shortly after the despatch of Mj. Erskine’s report in 1837, the fact of 
the Infanticide censor, Moonshee Goolam Mahomed, having accepted a bribelj; 
to quash an accusation of child-slaughter transpired ; the circumstances of the 
case were, under Mr. Erskine’s orders, investigated by me in May 1838, and 
though extenuating points were brought to light, and it was somewhat doubtful 
whether the censor had I'eason to believe other crime had been committed 
than that of a false accusation by Suttajee of Mallia against one of his Bbyad, 
to withdraw which the money had been pressed upon him by the acevserj yet 
it was deemed advisable to dismiss him. as the gift had doubtless caused him 
to swerve from his duty. The removal of this person, otherwise so well suited 
for the situation, was a check that this particular department of the Agency 

the accused in confinemej^t for some time, Mr. Erskine, the Political Agent, on his own authority, 
released him. No report of the result of this investigation appears to have been made to 
Government.—fdtior. 

* Vide page 493 of this Selection. t The Burda, or Porebnnder province. 

X Vide pages 590 to 594. 
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has scarcely recovered from, in consequence of his successor, Jysookram, enter¬ 
tained 1st April 1839, having proved quite unequal to the office, and having 
been finally removed from it by Mr. Blane so recently as 1st April last, when 
Naka Wujerara, an intelligent Bramun of the Nagur caste, was appointed in 
his stead. In the interval between the suspension of the Moonshee and the 
appointment of his successor, Mr. Gonsalves, a clerk in the office, was employed 
in taking the Nowanuggur census, which will be found included in the accom¬ 
panying tables. 

5. For the above reasons, the census now submitted must be received with 
some extra caution, the new censor not having had time to visit all the Pur- 
gunas ; but I have checked the returns of both, by those obtained from the 
Chiefs for the firat half of the present year, as well as by the aid of Attach¬ 
ment Mehtas where they were sufficiently trustworthy to be made use of. 
The only Talooka in which there appears discrepancy is Gondul, the census of 
which was taken by the present censor, and, unfortunately, the detailed lists, 
whence the last census was framed, are not forthcoming in this office, so that 
T have no means of testing the present one by comparison of names. I regret 
also that the deficiency of the office records should have prevented my giving 
a complete view of the comparative state of the po])ulation at the periods 
embraced by the several reports. 

0, The results of the present census, as exhibited in the analysis appended, 
are extremely gratifying, with the exception of the Shahpoor Talooka, and 
Adhoee Purguna of Morvec. In the former, not a single female has escaped the 
ruthless effect of Jhareja pride; in the latter, the census of which is now exhi¬ 
bited for the first time, and has been obtained with considerable difiiculty, the 
proportion of males to females is nearly 17 to 1. Some excuse may be offered 
for this district, which had hitherto escaped the vigilance of the British 
Government, and, separated as it is from Kattywar, remained in comparative 
ignorance of the strenuous attempt to suppress infanticide that had here been 
made ; but I can offer none for Shahpoor, the Chief of which, by his breach 
of faith and criminal negligence, has justly laid himself open to the displea¬ 
sure of a paternal Government. 

7. Jhareja Kiillajee of^hahpoor is about thirty years of age, and by no means 
deficient in intellect; must have been fully sensible that Government would 
hold the Jharejas to their engagements, since he had already been called to 
account on this matter in the ca.se of his brother, Jhareja Bhawajee, reported 
to Government 12th June 1836, and replied to 9th August following, to 
wit, that though tlie crime of Infanticide had not been judicially proved, yet 
that the strongest cause for suspicion existed, and the Chief himself was 
ordered to be fined Rs. 50^r neglecting to insert the birth and death of his 
niece in the census, as also to renew his engagement qn the subject, whilst 
his brother was directed to furnish fi'csh security. This case is referred 
t4 iittha 4th paragraph of Mr. Erskine’s report, dated 30th June 1837.* No 

* Vith? page 49}} of this Selection. 
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new secQi’ity a])|)earg to have been taken from the Chief, which may partly 
account for the continuance of the criminal neglect, proved by the present 
census to exist. The revenues that he derives annually from his Talooka, which 
qow consists of four villages, of which one belongs to his Bhyad, are estimated 
at lls. 2,000, subject to a yearly tribute of Rs. 501 to the British Government, 
and Rs. 157^ to the Nuwab of Joonaghur (Zortulubce), leaving him a clear 
rental of about Rs. 1,400. 1 beg, therefore, to recommend, that a line of 
Rs. 1,000 be imposed upon him, with a warning that, unless future returns 
give a result more favourable to humanity, he should be deprived of all 
control over his Talooka, and that he be required to furnish unexceptionable 
security against continuance of the crime; and, in default of such payment 
and security, after the lapse of two months, that he be placed in confinement 
until these terms are complied with. 

8. Regarding Adhoec, a more lenient course may be pursued, but the 
Morvee Chief might be warned of the danger he was incurring by thus per¬ 
mitting his Bhyad, the other side of the water, to break at once the laws of 
nature and humanity, and the engagements he has entered into on behalf of 
all subject to his authority. 

9. It is a ^•luch more pleasing task to revert to the state of all the other 
Jhareja Talookas of Kattywar; and it must be highly gratifying to those 
benevolent men who have laboured for the suppression of Infanticide in this 
province, to see the progressive return to the order of nature, in the relative 
proportion of sexes, that must be attributed to their labour alone. The total 
male population is shown to be 5,760; female 1,370; the proportion, there¬ 
fore, of all ages is a fraction more tlian four to one, but the number of both 
sexes under 20 years of age, is, males 2,923; females 1,209; showing a 
proportion of two and a quarter to one, which favourable diminution chiefly 



The correctness of these returns is further tested by the proportion of deaths 
occurring in 1840, which is shown as ttiree to one. 

10. The total number of cases that have come under inquiry since the trans¬ 
mission of Ml*. Ei'skine’s report, 30th J une 1837, is seven, of which one only was 












608 


»UPt>R£SS10N OF INFANTICIDE IN 


proved, namely that of Wukutsing, of Nowagaum, a village under Mallia, con^ 
nected with which the former censor, Goolam Mahomed, lost his place for 
accepting a bribe, as before stated. Further particulars of these cases will be 
found in the r^ppendix F. The murder of Wukutsing’s infant, it will be pe^* 
ceived, occurred before the publication of the Government proclamation, when 
you were Political Agent of this province in 1835, and cannot, therefore, be 
taken as any breach thereof, however much it may be of the laws of humanity ; 
and, yet, Wukutsing had reared three daughters, and his accuser, Sultajee, 
the Mallia Chief, out of four bad not preserved one. 

11. The result of these inquiries, four of which left the crime doubtful, whilst 
two were merely malicious advantages taken of natural circumstances, shows 
what is pretty evident in itself, the great dilHculty that exists in getting at the 
truth in matters that can only be thoroughly investigated at the expense' of the 
most cherished feelings of the people, and as far as my experience goes, are only 
brought to light through motives of revenge and hatred, that are as likely to 
originate false as true accusations; mercenary motives may sometimes have led 
to discovery, but abhorrence of the crime never can. 

12. The census (Appendix D) of the Jetwa population, now for the firet 
time given, has been furnished after some demur by the liana’s Government, 
and has not yet been further tested. It approaches merely to the proportions 
shown for the Jhareja population ; but, if anything gives a less favourable 
result, I beg to refer to this Appendix for further particulars. It was first 
brought to notice by Colonel Walker that this tribe was equally addicted to 
the crime as the Jharejas themselves ; and it is curious to remark the coinci¬ 
dence between the proportions of sexes preserved in both tribes, though the 
vigilance of Government, being bent on the Jharejas alone, has acted in¬ 
directly, and therefore with less force, on the Jetwas. For the future, it is 
to be hoped the two f-astes will move pari passu together in the cause of nature 
and humanity ; and 1 purpose taking the earliest opportunity of testing the 
census now given, through the instrumentality of the censor. 

13. The crime of Infanticide is, 1 fear, by no means confined to either the 
Jhareja or Jetwa population ; I have heard assertions of its being extensively 
practised in Jetwar, and amongst the Mahamedan tribe of Shetas; but with 
the all but impossibility that exists of carrying through the common duties of 
the Agency, 1 have been unable to spare sufficient time for inquiry into the 
subject. The full extent to which Infanticide is practised in the peninsula 
will be known only when Government is able to spare the services of an officer 
for this especial inquiry. I have the honour to annex (Appendix G) trans¬ 
lates of agreements entered into by the Manka and Korunga tribes of Wagur, 
who are accused of this ^me, which 1 owe to the Government Karkoon, 
Ashwurdass, stationed at Adhoee, an^ through whom tl^e Jhareja census of 
that district has been obtained. These tribes are stated to be neither Maho- 
medans nor Hindoos, but a mixture of the two, approaching in caste to the 
Withers of Okhamundul; writings have also been taken fromthe Adhoee 
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Jharejas, who had not before brought themselves under similar engagements, 
translations of which are given in Appendix H. 

14. The imperfection of our instruments must ever throw 'aome degree of 
d^ubt on returns of population, that can be obtained only through their 
labour; but a further cause of hesitation in receiving the census, as entirely to 
be depended on, exists in the difficulty that has been found in getting the 
Jharejas of respectable rank to show their females to a male censor. This 
repugnance was yielded to, in consequence of tlie Jam’s earnest remonstrances; 
and, as sanctioned by Government letter, 9Ui October 1838, Mr. Gonsalves 
was accompanied by his wife throughout his tour in the Nuggur States; the 
like treatment has been claimed by others, and a considerable portion of the 
females entered in the returns from which my tables arc framed have no 
other guarantee for their existence than the word of their male relations; 
their prejudices in this matter are so deep<rooted, and supported by public 
feeling and sympathies, that I conceive we should err in attempting to force 
them. Besides, it will never do to treat the Jharejas of one Taiooka better 
than those of another; I therefore beg respectfully to recommend the exten^ 
sion of the principle, already sanctioned for the Nuggur Rajpoots, to the rest 
of the commun-ty. The wife or other nearest female relative of the censor 
might be granted a sum equivalent to half of what he draws, during the time 
actually employed in taking the census; every endeavour by persuasion 
should be made to overcome the prejudices of the inspected; but, where de> 
cided repugnance may be evinced, it should be the duty of the censor to 
acquaint himself with all particulars through his wife, he being held equally 
responsible for the correctness of the statement, as if taken by himself. 1. 
consider this addition necessary for the proper carrying out of the plan for 
suppression of Infanticide, so ably matured by yourself when Political Agent. 
Bribes may sometimes lead astray, but the husband cannot well help knowing 
the real fact of the case, and he will have a double motive for not suppressing 
them. At present, facility is, to a certiKn extent, offered for fictitious report, 
to screen from guilt. 

15. I would now beg to point out wherein 1 differ from previous writers 
on the subject of Infanticide. The state of public opinion in this country has 
been supposed more strongly set against the crime than 1 believe to be the 
case. Complimentary letters or remarks, in reply to strongly expressed 
opinions by persons in power, are no criterion of real feelings, which must be 
judged of by acts. I can trace eye-service to Government, but no real service to 
humanity, in the professions of such of the community as pretend to take any 
interest in the matter. Of all the population, the most tender of life are the 
Srawuks or Jains, the monied classes, who possess great influence throughout 
the peninsula; they hgve in several places forced the Rajpoot and other Chiefs 
to enter into agreements not to permit the slaughter of sheep, Ac., but, though 
child-murder within the same district was notorious, as fer as my knowledge 
extends, they liave not so much as attempted to stipulate for the preservatbn 
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of human beings. Again, all the Rajpoots, who rear their daughters, feel 
a direct interest in the continuance of the crime by others; they might at 
once prevent it, by stipulating before marriage that their daughters’ children 
should be preserved, yet though pressed, to take this step, I am not aware (my 
remarks are limited to this province) of an instance in which it has been done. If, 
therefore, as has been stated, the community in general consider the crime as one 
of the deepest dye, they would appear to make very little use of their opinions. 
The fact I fear to be that the population is in a state of semi-barbarism, with 
whom philanthropy, apart from superstitious motive, is an unknown principle; 
they are, of courae, the creatures of circumstances ; and I say this simply to 
denote that there is no public feeling to assist the penal machinery established 
by us for the suppression of the particular crime under review. 

16. The philanthropists of Great Britain who have written on this sub¬ 
ject, even including the venerable Colonel Walker himself, who addressed 
the Honorable Court with some severe strictures on the apathy of Indian 
functionaries as regards the crime, seem to me to have been carried away 
by their zeal in a noble cause, to overlook the circumstances in whicli 
we are placed in this country, and to forget what was due to their exiled 
countrymen. A handful of Englishmen, scattered over a territory as large as 
Europe, can move but very slowly beyond the tide of public opinion. We 
experience the same difficulty in steering the course desiderated by a more 
enlightened and distant nation, as the aeronaut has to encounter in directing 
his vessel,—the want of an opposing force to the current we move in. In 
this particular province, nearly the size of Ceylon, and with a population of 

.seventeen lakhs, the Political Agent can only devote great attention to the 
suppression of Infanticide by sacrificing some other equally important duty ; 
and it is surprising that a person of Colonel Walker’s experience and sagacity 
should not, in his reoriminatoiy letters on this subject to the Honorable the 
Court of Directors, written after his return to England, have made sufficient 
allowance for the fact, that a roan tannot go beyond the limits God has 
been pleased to assign to mortal strength ‘and intellect. The lapse of time 
that had occurred between these letters and Colonel Walker’s departure from 
India, as also the altered nature of our position in this peninsula, witli an earnest 
zeal for one particulan />(!yect, somewhat shutting others out of view, may bo 
viewed in justification of the philanthropist’s remarks. 

17. The general result of the measures hitherto pursued, supposing the 
returns to be correct, are doubtless most satisfactory as far as regards the end 
for which they were established, namely, the saving of life; but they are not 
free from evil in other respects, to diminish which is decidedly politic, if the 
object could be attained b^ltoilder means. The distress caused to families by the 
feeling that whenever accidental death may have occurred they are laid open to 
he the victims of any one who owes them a grudge, and the entire tearing down 
jH&e Rajpooft curtain which inquiry inflicts, give rise to heart-burnings and 
^imosities, even when the result is a conviction of the innocence bf the accused. 



THE PROVINCE OF QOZERAT. 


601 


and is particularly to be lamented ; for it is sometimes impossible to arrive 
at a satisfactory decision without such process. The whole system in force is, 
moreover, one of perpetual and harsh inquisition into the domestic affairs of a 
pnoud tribe, carrying alarm into every family. If a wife be pregnant, if a 
child be born, if a daughter be sick, a messenger must be despatched to give 
notice to some superior power, who, if feud exists—and where does it not 
amongst a people like this ?—may make each occasion a handle for oppression 
or annoyance. If an infant, perchance, die, the family is kept in a state of 
apprehension for an indefinite time, as they can never be certain when an 
enemy may, or may not, prefer an accusation against them; and it is needless 
for me to mention, that in a state of society like this, subornation of evidence 
is a matter of daily occurrence. 

18. Neither can the system be relied on, except during pressure of a 
vigilant supervision, that is becoming more and more difficult from the 
increase of the business of the Agency. If the heart remain unchanged, there 
must be danger of relapse when that pressure becomes relaxed; for we have 
no warrant for supposing the voice of nature to be alone sufficient to prevent 
falling back into a custom that was not sufficient to prevent its adoption; 
but I cannot b' ng myself to regard the present anti-infanticide measures as 
other than temporary, to he removed on the entrance of the Jharejas into the 
order of nature. I deduce from these reflections the corollary that, first, there 
is some risk of the coercive machinery breaking down, from want of power to 
guide it; but, supposing the vigilance of the Government agents to continue, 
until the end be attained of the coercive process, there is, secondly, danger of 
relapse on its withdrawal; to keep it working after the end had been gained, - 
w'ould be as unjust as perpetual suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act after the 
riots for which it might have been suspended had passed away; and, thirdly, 
that the saving of a number of human beings, leaving them to be brought up 
in ignorance and vice, the animal part saved, the moral powers totally neglect¬ 
ed, is a questionable boon to the parties themselves, whatever it may be as to 
its humanising effects on society in general. 

IP. It is evident, from the above observations, that I feel strongly impress¬ 
ed with the necessity of a line of jlolicy that shall strike at the heart, and 
consequently at the root of the disease, and afford a permanent remedy; and 
1 beg, therefore, to urge the propriety of attempting it without further delay. 
It is true, that no immediate result can be expected from education ; but the 
slow growth of its blessings is an argument for no time being lost in the 
attempt to impart them. We may save life by the census, but how can we 
protect it from misery and neglect afterwards ? Whilst approving, therefore, 
of the present coercive system, I conceive that it should be looked on merely 
as a temporary expedient, and that it ought to be accompanied by healing and 
general measures, namely, an attempt to create a higher tone of moral feelii^ 
throughout the community generally. 

20. The Infiinticide Fund this day shows a balance of Rs. 1,16,786 in 
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hand ; and I conceive that a large portion of this sum cannot be more judn 
ciously expended than in the cause of education. It appears to me that to 
devote for the use of one small section of the community the taxes levied on 
the whole is erroneous in principle, more especially when we consider thatit 
is the attainment of a public opinion hostile to Infanticide that must form the 
surest guarantee against its recurrence at some future period, and which, if it 
now existed, would obviate the necessity of rigour. I would further observe 
that the money now spent, though good, in showing the favour of the British 
Government towards the party preserving life, has the evil effect of feeding the 
pride that was the cause of its destruction. It was once observed to me by a 
shrewd Jhalla, that the marriage expenses of his daughters were just as heavy 
on him as on the Jhareja, and that, had his forefathers been murderers, he 
might also enjoy the aid of Government; an observation which, though rarely 
made amongst an ignorant community, proves that the grant of marriage gifts 
to one particular class must be considered merely suited to a savs^e state, 
calling for change whenever the people should advance a few steps towards 
civilisation ; and it ought, doubtless, to be the duty of an enlightened Govern¬ 
ment to hasten this change. Whilst on this subject, I beg to annex a table 
of the gifts thus bestowed since the date of Mr. Erskine’s report (Appendix L). 

21. This letter has brought to light the existence of several tribes by whom 
Infanticide is supposed to be practised ; and how know we, among the 
myriads of the peninsula, how many secret crimes of the deepest die are per¬ 
petrated ? It is evident that a state of society, where a race of wholesale 
murderers are looked upon with as much respect as others, must be vicious at 
the core. Such being the case, it occurs to me as fitting and proper that 
general should be superadded to partial measures ,* that the amelioration of 
the whole state of society be attempted; and that our spare funds, raised from 
the community generally, shall no longer be exclusively devoted to the use of 
a particular class. With this view, I would gi’ e every encouragement to the 
cause of education, and to every means that may enlighten the intellect and 
improve the heart. Accordingly, I beg to recommend as follows:— 

—^'phat a sum of Rs. 4,000 be set apart from the Infanticide Fund for 
the erection of a school^house. On this 'subject, I will here observe, that I 
have received four replies only to the circular letters addressed by me to all 
the principal men in the country, as brought to the notice of Government in 
my letter No. 183, of the 21st June last, and approved of in Mr. Chief Secre¬ 
tary Reid’s reply No. 2096, of the 27th of the following month. One only of 
these gave any definite answer: this was a letter from Runmulsingjee, the 
Koour of Drangdra, wi^ten by himself in Hindoostanee, informing me 
that he highly approvea of the proposed measure, and would subscribe 
Rs. 20 a year towards its execution. Had the sum been somewhat laiger 
I should have solicited the favour of Government towards a Chief who had 
mown himself so superior to his countrymen. 

That a sura of, at least, Rs. 300 a month should be set apart for the 
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salaries of schoolmasters and current expenses of the establishment ; details 
are for future consideration, when the general principle be admitted. 

3rd .—That Rs. 1,000 a year be devoted to the encouragement of annual 
essays in the vernacular language on the subject of Infanticide, part as prizes, 
and the rest for expenses of printing numerous copies of the best essay, for 
distribution throughout the community. This measure would enlist the feelings 
of the rising generation against the crime ; the scholars of the Rajkot College* 
might catch the spirit of emulation ; and it is not unreasonable to hope that, 
before many years, a popular feeling would be created adverse to Infanticide, 
that might enable Government to dispense with, at least, the harsh portions of 
the present coercive system, as the scaffolding is removed on completion of the 
building. In speaking, as I do, of the severity of the present system, I beg 
again to disclaim the slightest intention to disparage it; on the contrary, I 
conceive that humanity owes a deep debt of gratitude to the exertions of those 
gentlemen who have planned and matured the system. It has acted, and still 
acts, as a tempest that purifies the atmosphere ; but which, nevertheless, no 
one wishes to see of long continuance. The atrocious nature of the crime, and 
the impossibility of eradicating it by any ordinary process has sufficiently, and, 
by the result, m st satisfactorily proved the necessity of the rigorous measures 
that have been established. My views are simply that other measures should 
be superadded, that might the more speedily enable us to dispense with what 
is now a necessary evil; and that the restrictions on the use of tlie Infanticide 
Fund should be abolished. 

22. The only objection that the above appropriation of the Mohsullcc and 
Fine Funds, as far as I am aware, is susceptible of, is the engagement entered 
into with TIis Highness the Gackvvar on the subject; but 1 cannot conceive, 
after that Prince had once consented to surrender the funds, that it would 
signify to him whether they were bestowed in communicating knowledge, or 
in permitting the Jharejas and their friends to enjoy greater pomp at their 
festivals; on the contrary, Ilis Highness might naturally be supposed willing to 
agree to anything that would so cheaply add to his fume, and no great difficulty 
could, I should think, occur in overcoming any scruples that might be found 
to exist; at any rate, the British Government is master of its own funds, arid 
these could be applied to mental and moral purposes, whilst those under the 
gift of His Highness could be spent, as at present, in providing for the body. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) G> L. Jacob, 

Acting Political Agent. 

Kattf/war Political Affent's Ojjicff Rftjhot,'23rd October 1841. 
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APPENDIX A. TO TR’E 
Abstract Census of the Jharya Papula 


TAI.OOKAI9. 

Of all Ages. 


Total 
of Males. 

1 

\ 

Total 

of Females. 

Excess 
of Males, 

Excess 

of 

Females. 

Total 
of Males. 

Nowanuggur. 


816 

2,491 


1,610 

Morvce. 

481 

111 

367 


256 

Dhurol SuTupdur . 

387 

112 

275 


221 

Rajkot . 

47 

16 

31 


23 

Gondul Dhorajee . 

394 

87 



200 

Kotra Sauganee. 

K>4 

11 

53 


33 

Veerpur Kliureree. 

87 

14 

73 


51 

Drappa. 


28 

138 


85 

Mallia. 

47 

15 

32 


29 

Jallia Dcwanee. 

4.5 

12 

33 


19 

Kheerusra. 


17 

53 


40 

Lodhccka . 

3.5 

4 

31. 


19 

Gowreedur. 

17 

4 

13 


9 

Shahpoor . 

22 

• • 

22 


13 

Rajpura. 


7 

43 


29 

Mengnee... 

22 

9 

13 


12 

Bhadwa. 

8 

3 

5 


4 

Satodur Waoree. 

82 

23 

59 


52 

Mooleeladerec . 

' 131 


111 


61 

Gutka . 

22^ 

4 

18 


11 

Kothaiia. 

5 

3 

2 


3 

Pal. 

12 

3 

9 


9 

Seesang Chandlee. 

64 

‘ 16 

48 


21 

Kotra Nayajee . .T . 

44 

11 

53 


27 

Veerwa. 



2 


2 

Muwa. 


1 

4 


a • 

Kankseealee . 


2 

7 


6 

Wudalee. 

8 

2 

6 

* • 

5 

Wankaner (Jhala Talooka) .... 

12 

9 

3 


6 

AiUioee Purgima under Morree.. 

115 


108 


67 

I^Total.... 



4,390 

• • 

2,923 
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FOREGOING "ilEPORT. 


tion of KattywaTf for the Year 1840. 

‘Rajkotf ^rd October 1841 . 


UXDEft 20. 

Total of Males deceased 
in 1840. 

Total of Females 
deceased in 1840. 

* 

No. of Jharejas having 

1 daughter alive. 

No. of ditto having' 

2 daughtem alive. 

No. of ditto having 

3 daughters alive. 

No. of ditto having 

4 danghters alive. 

f| 

Total 

of 

Penialcs. 

Excess 
of Males. 

Excess 

of 

Females. 

703 

907 


Not re 

ceived. 

434 

133 

29 

6 

1 

105 

151 


9 

2 

70 

14 

5 

• • 

a a 

99 

122 

1 a . 

53 

8 

63 

17 

5 

• a 

a a 

12 

11 


4 

2 

11 

1 

1 

a • 

• • 

78 

122 


22 

7 

54 

12 

3 

a a 

a a 

11 

22 


3 

4 

9 

1 

, , 

a a 

a a 

14 

37 



3 

10 

2 


• a 

a a 

28 

57 


11 

4 

24 

2 


a a 

a a 

14 

15 


1 

1 

11 

2 


a a 

a a 

12 

7 


7 

2 

8 

2 


a a 

• • 

17 

23 


Not received. 

13 

2 


a a 

a a 

4 

15 



s • 

2 

1 


• a 

• • 

3 

0 


1 

1 

4 

a a 


■ a 

a a 

■ • 

13 


• » 

• • 

, , 

• • 


■ a 

a a 

7 

22 


2 

3 

5 

1 



a • 

8 

4 


1 


7 

1 


a a 

a a 

3 

1 


1 

2 

3 

, , 


a a 

a a 

20 

32 


11 


13 

5 


a a 

a a 

18 

43 


3 

• 

16 

2 


« a 

a a 

4 

7 


2 

. 1 

2 

1 


a a 

a a 

3 

• • 


• • 


1 

1 


a a 

a a 

2 

7 


• • 


3 

• a 


a a 

a a 

14 

7 


6 

• * 

8 

4 


a a 

a a 

10 

17 

o 


« 

4 

11 

a a 


a a 

a a 

• • 

1 


* 1 

• • 

m 

• • 

1 

• • 

1 

• a 

• • 


a a 

a « 

a a 

• • 

1 

”5 


• • 

• • 

a • 

I 


a a 

. , 

2 

3 


• • 

i • 

2 

• • 


a a 

a a 

9 

• « 

*3 

2 

1 

3 

3 


a a 

a • 

7 

■1 

V m 

2 

1 

3 

2 


a « 

• • 

1,209 

1,718 

■ 

147 

47 

791 

210 

43 


1 
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APPENDIX B. TO THE 

Comparative Table of the Jhareja Population of Kattywar at the PpoiUts 
September 1834, il/r. Ershine’s dated dOthJune 1837, afid Captain Jacob*s 
in 1838, not previously prepared. 


% 

No. 

Talookas. 

Males. 


Under Age of 20. 

- - m ___ _ 

Of all Ages. 

• 

Married and 

In 

183:1-34 

In 

1830-37 

In 

1840-41 

In 

1830-37 

In 

1840-41 

In 

1833-84 

In 

1830-37 




( A. D.) 


(A. D.”) 



( A. D.) 

1 

NoMvanuggur .... 

613 

] 1838 [ 

1,610 

\ 1838^ 


86 

\ 18.38J 




11,1993 


(3,005) 



( 214) 

o 

Morvce. 

61 

279 

256 

513 

481 

3 

11 

3 

Dhurol Surupilur.. 

208 

208 

321 

383 

387 

11 

15 

4 

llajkot. 

1.5 

22 

23 

39 

47 

2 

4 

5 

Goiultil Dhorajec.. 

86 

325 

200 

731 

3.94 

18 

18 

6 

Kotra Sanganee .. 

3 

11 

33 

39 

61 

• . 

• * 

7 

Veerpur Kureree.. 

52 

59 

51 

101 

87 

2 

3 

8 

Drappa. 

67 

95 

85 

184 

166 

1 

2 

9 

Mallia. 

16 

32 

29 

56 

47 

• • 

3 

10 

Jallia Dewanee... . 

28 

26 

19 

50 

44 

5 

3 

11 

Khccrusra . 

12 

33 


66 

70 

3 

2 

12 

Lodhceka . 

9 

16 

19 

36 

35 



13 

Gowreedur . 

. 5 

9 

9 

13 

17 



14 

Shahpoor . 

3 

12 

13 

18 

22 



15 

Rajpura . 

30 

38 

29 

59 

50 



IG 

jMengnee . 

6 

13 

12 

30 

22 



17 

Bhadwa . 

18 

•G 

4 

11 

8 



18 

Satodur Waoree .. 

38 

79 

•52 

136 

82 

*6 

' 8 

19 

Moolccladcree .... 

63 

38 

61 

77 

131 



20 

Gutka . 

4 

5 

11 

16 

22 



21 

Kotharia . 

3 

4 

. 3 

6 

5 



22 

Pal . 

" 5 

B 

9 

13 

12 



23 

Seesatig Chandlee. . 

37 

51 

21 

■El 

64 

3 

’ 5 

24 

Kotra Nayajee. . .. 

24 

31 

27 

54 

44 



25 

Veerwa . 

2 

2 

2 

4 

2 

4 


26 

Muwa . 

2 

3 

• • 

8 

5 



27 

Kaiikseealee . 

4 

5 

6 

9 

9 



28 

Wndalee . 

8 

9 

5 

17 

8 



29 

Wankaneer . 

Not tbown. 

Not shown. 

6 

Not shown. 

12 



30 

, ^kdhoee Purguna 









under Morvce. ... 



67 


115 



* 









/ *• 










Total. ... 

1,422 

2,921 

2,923 



140 

288 
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FOREGOING REPORT. 

sfbted undemeathy farming the basis of Mr. WiUonghbfs Report dated 2\th 
dated 2^rd October 1841, No. 334, including the Nowanuggur Census tahen 

Hajkot, iSrd October 1841. 


Fkmalkh. 


Widows. 

Betrothed. 

Unbetroilicd. 

Total. 











In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

1840-41 

1833-34 

I830-37 

1840-41 

1833-34 

1830-37 

I84U-4I 

1833-34 

1830-37 

1840-41 



( A. ».") 



( A. D.\ 



C A. D.") 


265 

77 

} 1838 [ 

120 

178 

] 1838J 

431 

311 

\ is:m 

816 



1 115) 



1 438) 



L 767 ) 


20 

3 

18 

11 

1 

27 

83 

7 

56 

114 

35 

ft ft 

30 

19 

73 

45 

58 

84 

90* 

112 

5 

ft ft 


1 

1 

3 

10 

3 

7 

16 

25 

6 

20 

8 

20 

62 

51 

44 

100 

87 

• • 


ft ft 

ft ft 

1 

5 

11 

1 

5 

11 

2 

4 

4 

3 

4 

10 

9 

10 

17 

J4 

o 

se 

ft ft 

1 

4 

9 

17 

22 

10 

20 

28 

4 

2 

4 

2 

2 

9 

9 

4 

16 

15 

3 

1 


1 

5 

6 

8 

11 

9 

12 

7 

2 

‘ 3 

1 

11 

12 

9 

16 

17 

17 

1 

ft m 



2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

4 

2 

ft ft 

1 



ft ft 

w2 

ft ft 

1 

4 

9 • 

ft ft 

ft ft 



ft ft 

ft ft 

ft ft 

ft ft 

ft ft 

■ • 

ft ft 

ft ft 


2 

3 

7 

2 

3 

7 

1 

1 

1 


5 

6 

8 

6 

7 

9 


i 

ft ft 

1 

1 

. 

0 

id 

2 

2 

3 

”7 

1 5 

3 

4 

.13 

15 

12 

24 

26 

23 

2 

1 

1 

4 

13 

12 

14 

14 

13 

20 

• ft 

• ■ 

ft ft 

• • 

1 

2 

4 

1 

2 

1 4 

9 ft 

•« 

ft ft 

• • 

1 

« 

1 

3 

1 

1 

3 

• • 

• • 


1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

2 

9 * 

1 

• • ^ 


10 

14 

13 

16 

16 

1 

1 

1 

1* 

1 

4 

9 

2 

5 

11 

• ft 

ft ft 

• • 


a . 

. • 

ft ft 

• • 

« • 

ft ft 

ft ft 

ft ft 

• . 

1 

1 

1 

ft ft 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 

ft ft 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 


• ■ 

1 

1 

1 

• • 

1 

1 1 

1 » 

2 

”2 

Xot shown. 

Not shown. 

3 

Not shown. 

Not shown. 

4 

i 

1 

1 

KotdMiwa. 

4- 

9 

1 

Ditto 

Ditto 

ft ft 



i 

6 

Ditto 

Ditto 

■ 7 , 

388 

105 

■■ 

186 

358 

695 

796 

603 

1,188 

1.370 
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APPENDIX C. TO THE 
Table of Propordone of ^ 


No. 

Talookab. 

Propoi'tion 
of Males to 
Females in 
the Census of 
1836-37(and 
1838 for 
Nowanuggur 

Proportions of 


Under 
Age of 80. 

Under 
Age of 10. 

Under 
Ago of 0. 

1 

Nowanuggur . 

43 to 1 

4 to 1 

24 to 1 

2 to 1 

H to 1 

2 

Morvee . 

9^ to 1 

4 to 1 

24 to 1 

Hto 1 

If to 1 

3 

Dhurol Surupdur . 

4 to 1 

34-to 1 

2 to 1 

2| to 1 

2 to 1 

4 

Rajkot. 

5^ to 1 

2f to 1 

13 to 1 

13 to 1 

l-i*otO 1 

5 

Gondnl Dorajec. 

74 to I 

44 to 1 

24 to 1 

U to 1 

If to 1 

6 

Kotra Sangancc. 

7} to 1 

53 to 1 

3 to 1 

1| to 1 

14 to 1 

7 

Yeerpur Khurcrce. 

53- to 1 

6 to 1 

3^ to 1 

24 to 1 

24 to 1 

8 

Drappa . 

9 to 1 

5 3 to 1 

3 to 1 

2 to 1 

24 to 1 

9 

Mallia . 

.34 to 1 

3 to 1 

2 to 1 

1 to 1 

1 to 14 

10 

.TaIHa Dgwaiiaa . 

5 A to 1 

33 to 1 

14 to 1 

U to 1 

1 to 14 

11 

Khcenisra . 

3^ to 1 

4 to 1 

24 to 1 

24 to 1 

24 to 1 

12 

Lodhccka . 

18 to I 

83^ to 1 

43 to 1 

44 to 1* 

34 to I 

13 

Gowreedur. 

13 to 1 

44 to 1 

3 to 1 

2 to 1 

2 to 1 

14 

ShahpooT. 

18 to 0 

22 toO 

13 to 0 


8 to 0 

15 

Rajpura... 

194 to 1 

7 to 1 

4f to 1 

2f to 1 

3 to 1 

16 

Menmee. 

44 to 1 

24 to 1 

44 to 1 

14 to 1 

If to 1 

17 

Bhadwa. 

54 to 1 

24 to 1 

44 to 1 

1 to 1 

1 to 1 

18 

Satodur Waoree.. 

5 to 1 

3 to 1 

24 to 1 

hVto 1 

14 to 1 

19 

Mooleeladeree. 

5i to 1 

64 to 1 

34 to 1 

U to 1 

34 to 1 

20 

Gutka. 

8 to 1 

54 to 1 

24 to 1 

3 to 1 

3 to 1 

>21 

Kotharia. 

6 to 1 

U to 1 

1 to 1 

1 to 14 

1 to 3 

22 

Pal. 

64„to 1 

4 to 1 

44 to 1 

2 to 1 

14 to 1 

23 

Secsang Cbandlee . 

61 to 1 

4 to 1 

14 to 1 

1 to If 

1 to If 

24 

Kotra Nayajee. 


4 to 1 

24 to 1 


liVto 1 

25 

Vecrwa. 

4 to 0 




• • 

26 

Muwa. 

8 to 1 

5, to 1 

0 to 1 


• m 

27 

Kankseealce .r. 

44 to *1 

44 to 1 

6 to 1 


1 to 14 

28 

Wudalee ... 

17 to 1 

4 to 1 

24 to 1 


0 to 1 

29 

Wankaneer... 

Not shown. 

If to 1 

1 to 14 

1 to 2h\ 

1 to 34 

30 

Adhoee Purguna under Morvee 


16f to 1 

94 to 1 




Total.. 

* 

4i to I 

4-#V to 1 

24 to 1 

If to 1 

If to 1 
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FOREGOING REPORT. 
Jkarga Sexes in Kattywar 


Rqfkoi, Sdrd October 1841. 


the Sexes at different Ages, taken from the Census of 1840-41. 


Proportion of 


Under 
Age of 8. 

Under 
Age of 7. 

Uaclep 
Age of 0. 

Under 
Age of 5. 

Under 
Ago of 4. 

• 

Under 
Age of 3* 
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Age of 2. 


Males to 
Females of 
those deceased 
in 1840. 
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0 to 2 

0 to 2 
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Uto 1 
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1 to 21 
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0 
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2 
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2 
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2 
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I to 3 

1 to 3 

1 to 2 

0 to 2 
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• • • • 
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1 to 1 

1 to 1 

1 to 1 

1 to 2 
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0 
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1 to If 
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1 to 2g 
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1 
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a 

to 3 

6 
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1 to U 
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to 1 

0 
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1 to 2f 
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to 1 

6f to 1 
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5f to 1 

5 to 1 
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APPENDIX G. TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

No: 1. 

Manka Koomba Megancc and Suya and Juga, also Manka Hurbham and 
Waga and Kama Palance, also Wurslice and Sungor Puchan and Slija 
Payarani Poonjanee and Korance Poonja Kheoraanee and Manka Jeewa 
Kheomanee and Manka KesurSac Siyanee and Manka Moola Berajanee, 
inhabitants of Uanipura, under Adhoee, write as follows:— 

We and our descendants henceforward and for ever will^ on the birth of 
children, preserve their lives; we will never put them to death. Should any 
one in our caste do so wicked a thing, we will, on becoming aware of it, 
report the same to the Sirkar; we will not conceal the crime. And when our 
wives are past four months’ pregnancy, as also on occasions of birth and 
betrothinent and marriages, and when our children are grown up and die, or 
deaths and births occur in their families, the same shall be reported: this 
applies to our relations. The Returns that we have given in* are correct ; 
there are neither fewer nor more of our number: we neither know nor have 
heard of any other people in our village or in the Adhoee district who kill 
their children. If any new people take up their abode in our village, we will 
make the same known. We hereby pledge our faith and oath not to depart 
from this engagement, and imprecate on our heads the sin of Sumvut 1869,t and 
expose ourselves to the punishment that Government may think lit to inflict. 
We, one and all, hereby hold ourselves amenable to the same. Signed with 
the mark of the abovenamed parties and by five witnesses, including the Sun;]: 
and the writer Mehta Mukunjee Mulukchund. 

No. 2. 

Manka Seenaee Samut Rajseeanee Choonchia, Bhuma Poonjanee, Sunghar 
Urjun Sanguanee, and Jhahera Lukheea, inhabitants of Adhoee Purguna, 
write according to No. 1. 

No. 3. 

Patel Naga Ukhanee and Khoobar Khooba 'Ukheeanee, Dungar Samra 
Bharmulanee and Goree Veera Handar, inhabitants of the Ghurana village of 
Adhoee, write according to No. 1. 

No. 4. 

Koranga Assa Rughanee and Koranga Jesa Kayanee write according to No. 1. 

(Signed) G. L. Jacob, 

__ Acting Political Agent. 

APPENDIX H. TO THE FOREGOING REPORT. 

|» No. 1. 

' Ubn^ Mukajea Rasungjeeanee, Ubra Veerumjee Jeeajeeanee, Ubra Kany* 
jee .Eajmuljeeanee, Ubra Lakhajee Dossajee Kurunjdeanee, Ubra Puljee 
Mtli^ieanee, <Ubra Bheemjee Togajeeanee, Ubra Samutjee Veerajeeanee, Ubra 

.nf * No Retams received. ' *' 

‘ Implying the crimes that were committed in that year tom prennre of want. 

! Sic in origine. • 
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Jugajee Blieemjceauce, Ubi'a Mokajee Raljeeanee, Ubra Meg and Dhojoo 
Umrajeeanee, Ubra Pubajee, Ubra Umrajee Nathajee, Ubra Prag Doongur* 
jee, Ubra Berajjee Soomrajee, Ubra Raiibjee Doongurjee, Ubra Mogbunjee 
Ranajee, and Ubra Veerumjee^ and Naranjee Raemuljeeanee, inhabitants of 
Adhoee, write according to No. 1 Appendix G. 

No. 2. • 

Veerbhudur Jasajee Urjun Jeeanee, Veerbhudur Bapoojee Suigramjeeanee, 
Veerbhudur Khuonibhajee Goduriee, Veerbhudur Soomrajee Lakhajceanee, 
Veerbhudur Uesuljee, Veerbhudur Doodajee, Veerbhudur Ranisingjec, 
Veerbhudur Veerumjee, Veerbhudur Jeejee, Veerbhudur Runmuljee, and Veer¬ 
bhudur Dansingee Sugrainjec, inhabitants of Adlioee, write according to No. 1 
Appendix G. 

No. 3. 

Jhareja Veerajee, Puttajee, Bawajec Sesmuijeeanee, Jlmreja Panchajee 
Khanjeeance, and Jhareja Sutajee Raghajeeanee, inhabitants of the village of 
Junghee under Adhoee, write according to No. 1 Appendix G. 

No. 4. 

Ubra TumaJaee Kuldhuijee, Ubra Soorajee Moolwajec, Ubra JDansingjce 
Rusungjee Bheemjeeanee, Ubra Bhuwajee Kesurjee, Ubra Dujajce Wagli 
Jeeanee, Ubra Kursunjee Sangha Jeeanee, Ubra Urjunjee Ukhajeeanee, Ubra 
Veerajee Dujujeeanee, Ubra Umrajee Kuldhurjeeanee, and Ubra Soomrajee 
Pubajeeanee, inhabitants of the Wusdoora village of Adhoee, write according 
to No. 1 Appendix G. 

No. 5. 

Ubra Poonjnjec Derajjecanec, Ubra Soojajcc, and Ubra Khetajce Wujoo- 
jeeanee, inhabitants of the Giiuraua village of Adhoee, write according to. 
No. 1 Appendix G. 

• ^ I^Signed) G. L. Jacob, 

• Acting Political Agent. 


Minute hy the Honorable Mr* G. W. Anderson, without date. 

As this is a subject on which Mr. Willoughby, the Political Secretary, is 
practically conversant, I beg his opimon. 

(Signed) G. W. Anderson. 


Mmorandim hy Mr. J. P. Willoughby, Political Secretary to Government, < 
. in reply to the above aiU, 

1. Paras. 1 to 4. .The Acting Political Agent’s explanation* of thecir*, 
cumstance of no report having been submitted on this subject betwew Jiino 
1837 and OctoW 1841, is &r from satisfactory^ It is only throng these*re- 
ports that Government are able to form an opinion of the degreo of 'success 
attending its measures for tiie suppression of Infanticide, and the Political 
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Agent may be informed that Government confidently expect that his report 
will be transmitted for the future regularly on the 1st January in each year. 

2. Para, 5. The Acting Political Agent should be requested to submit a 
fuller explanation of the circumstances under which the detailed lists, from 
which the last census was framed, have boon lost, since documents of this 
kind ought to have been carelV^ preserved, and some one ought to have 
been responsible for their safe custody. 

3. Para. 6. The facts here stated in regard to the Talooka of Shahpoor 
strongly illustrate the evilsaarising from the orders of Government, requiring 
these periodical reports, not having been attended to. Government is now 
apprised that, during the four years now reported on, “ not a single female has 
escaped the ruthless effect of Jhareja )>ride.” Had this melancholy fact been 
earlier reported, preventive measures might have long since been adopted. 

4. Para. 7. Kullajee, the Chief of this Talooka, cannot plead ignorance 
in extenuation of his culpable apathy, or what may be more justly termed bis 
connivance at the perpetration of Infanticide in his villages. He is represent¬ 
ed to be a man of intelligeuce, and in 1836 was fined Rs. 50 as a mark of 
the displeasure of Government fur having been privy to the concealment of the 
birth of a niece,'who, there were strong grounds for believing, was put to death 
shortly after birth. 

5. After the severe examples which have been made in Katty war, the fine of 
Rs. 1,000 suggested by Captain Jacob seems scarcely an adequate punish¬ 
ment. It is safe, however, to err on the side of leniency, even at this late 
period, in enforcing the engagements against Infanticide, and I would respect¬ 
fully suggest that the fine be sanctioned; that the Chief be again warned as 
proposed by the Political Agent; and that he be required to renew his engage¬ 
ments on the subject. Should these measures fail, Government will scarcely 
have any alternative but to attach the Talooka. 

6. Para. 8. As the district of Adhoee hfis now for the first time been 
brought within the census, some allowance ^ay be made for the non-observance 
of his engagements by the Chief who owns it. He should, however, be warned 
in the name of Government, and in writing, that this will be the last time 
he will receive such indulgence. The present census shows, that out of a po¬ 
pulation of 122, only T&'e females. The Political Agent may on this occasion 
be referred to the instructions of Government, dated the 29th June last, 
directing him to extend to Adhoee the measures which have for some years 
past been in force in Kattywar for the prevention of Infanticide. 

7. Para. 9. Captain Jacob here observes, “ It is a much more pleasing 
task to revert to the state pf all the other Jhareja Talookas of Kattywar, and 
it must be highly gratiQphg to those benevolent men, who have laboured for 
the suppression of In&nticide in this province, to see th« progressive return to 
the order of nature in the relative proportion of sexes, that must be attributed 
to their labours alone. The total male poptdation is shown^to be 6,760, 
female 1,370, the proportion, therefore, of all ages is a fraction more than 4 to 1, 
but the number of both sexes under 20 years of age is, males 2,923, females ^ 
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1,209; showing a proportion of 2^ to 1, which favourable diminution chiefly 
arises from the preservation of female life during the last five years, which ^ve 
the general result as follows:— 

• “ Proportion of males to females under 10 years is 12 to 1 

Do. of do. to do. 9 is 1| to 1 . 

Do. of do. to do. ^ 8 is 11 to I 

Do. of do. to do. 7 is 1| to 1 

Do. of do. to do. 6 is 14 to 1 

Do.* of do. to do. is 1 to 1 

Do. of do. to do. 4 is 1 to 1 

Do. of do. to do. 3 is 1 to 1 

Do. uf do. to do. 2 is 1 to 1 

Do. of do. to do. 1 is 1 to 14 

** The correctness of these returns is further tested by the proportion of deaths 
occurring in 1840, which is shown as 3 to 1.” 

8. It is principally during the last seven years that the attention of Govern¬ 
ment has been more particularly drawn to the non-observance by the Jharejas 
of Kattywar of their engagements to abstain from the revolting crime of In¬ 
fanticide, and the signal success which has followed the measures adopted 
within the above period affords strong grounds for congratulation, and for hope 
that the practice will, in the end, ultimately becomcf extinct. This success is 
fully manifest from the following abstract of the whole Jhareja tribe, at the 
date of Captain Jacob’s report (23rd October 1841), between the age of one 
year and under, up to the age of ten years, actually showing an excess of 
females over males of the age of one year and under:— 


Yean ia 
which born. 


Ago in 1841. 


' Ezeesa of Excen of 
Females. Roles over Females 
Females, over Males. 


1831- 32. 

1832- 33. 

1833- 34. 

1834- 35. 
183.5-36.. 

1836- 37. 

1837- 38. 

1838- 39. 

1839- 40. 

1840- 41. 


Ten years . 

Nine ditto. 

Eight ditto. 

Seven ditto. 

Six ditto. 

Five ditto. 

Four ditto. 

Three ditto. 

Two ditto. 

One year and under. 




Total Population, vivying from 
one year and under to ten 
years of age. 


Deduct Total Females 
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9. It is in the highest degree satisfactory to observe from this abstract that 

notwithstanding the unfavourable result of the census 
of the district of Adhoce and the Shahpoor Talooka 
(noticed in paras. 4, 6, and 6 of this MemoranduiE), 
still the excess of male over female registered births 
in the province of Kattywar, within the thirty Jhareja 
Talookas named in the margin, was in 1837-38 
only twenty-seven, in 1838-39 twenty-nine, and 
in 1839-40 twenty-seven; while in 1840-41 the 
census exhibits an excess of thirty-two females over 
the males. 

10. With reference to the 10th and 11th para¬ 
graphs of Captain Jacob’s report, it is much to be 
regretted that out of seven cases of alleged Infanti¬ 
cide investigated by the Political Agent between May 
1838 and September 1840, conviction should only 
have followed in one instance, although the presump¬ 
tion of guilt was more or less strong in four of the 
other cases, two only being proved false accusations. 
On this part of ihe.qucstion, I beg to (juote the follow¬ 
ing passage from tlie Oovernment letter to the address 
of Mr. Erskine, the late Political Agent in Katty war, 
datc<l tlie 16th February 1839, in reply to that 
officer’s report on Infanticide for the years 1835 and 1836. 

“ In the 4th paragraph of yonr report the different cases of Infanticide 
which were investigated during the two years abovementioiied are reviewed. 
These amount to thirteen in number, five of which occurred in 1835 and 
eight in 1836. 

“ During the first year (1835) conviction followed in four cases, and even 
in the fifth case no reasonable doubt could ,be entertained of the guilt of the 
accused, although the evidence was deemed insufficient for a judicial convic¬ 
tion. In 1836, however, although in several cases strong presumptions of 
guilt existed, there was not a single instance of conviction. 

The Governor in C 9 ffncil considei's the difference in these results to be as 


1. Nowanuggur. 

2. Mourvee. 

3. Dliurol Surufdur. 

4. Rajkot. 

5. Gondul Dhorajee. 

(>. Kotra Sangani'e. 

7. Veerpoor Kurcrcc. 

8. Drapha. 

9. Maliia. 

10. Jallia Dewanec. 

11. Khceroara. 

12. Lodheuka. 
ly. Oowrccdur. 

14. Shahpoor. 

1.5. Kajpitra. 

If). Meugiiee. 

17 . Ithaihva. 

18. Satodur Waorec. 

19. Moolccradurce. 

20. Gutka. 

21. Kotharia. 

22. Pul. 

23. Scesang Chandlee. 

24. Kotra Naynjce. 

25. Scenva. 

26. Muwa. 

27 . Kanscoalcc. 

28. Vudnlee. 

29. Waiikaiieer. 

30. Adhocc Purgnnna un¬ 

der Muur\'uc. 


remarkable as it is unfortunate. It may doubtless in part be fairly attributed 
to increased vigilance, and to the adoption of precautionary measures on the 
part of those by whom this revolting crime is committed to conceal it, in con¬ 
sequence of the convictions of 1835 ; Government cannot, however, resist the 
impression that there must have been some defect, or mismanagement, in 
conducting the investigatiofl of 1836. , 

" It appears to the Governor in Council obvious that these inquiries cannot 
be conducted on ordinary principles, with any prospect of a successful termi¬ 
nation. The mode adopted by your predecessor, whenever a case of Infanticide 
name to his knowledge, was, in the first instance to holdn prelimmaiy inquiry 
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in private, previous to the accused party being placed pubUdy on his trial, in 
order to satisfy himself that reasonable grounds existed for the chaige, and 
that it was sustained by sufficient evidence. I am desired to draw your atten¬ 
tion to this point, in answer to some of the objections uiged by you to the 
system you found in force on your assuming charge of the administration of 
affiiit'S in Kattywar. 

** One great advantage attending this mode of procedure is that false accu¬ 
sations are thereby checked in limnCf and the Governor in Council entertains 
no doubt that, from the course adopted by your predecessor, had that officer 
continued in Kattywar, several of the cases publicly investigated in 1836 
would never have proceeded beyond the preliminary investigation above 
adverted to. This remark is particularly applicable to the 7th and 9th cases 
of your list. 

“The Governor in Council considers it to be the duty of the Political Agent 
to investigate every charge of Infanticide which may come to his knowledge, 
without reference to the quarter from which it may proceed ; but that, in the 
first instance, his inquiries should be private, and that when in this manner he 
has satisfied himself that fair grounds exist for putting the accused on his trial, 
he should do s s but not before. In every case, however whether of aban¬ 
doning or persevering in the inquiry, a full report of the proceedings held should 
be submitted to Government.” 

11. The particular attention of Captain Jacob might with advantage be 
drawn to tliese orders, with an intimation that they should be carefully attended 
to in the investigation of all cases of alleged Infanticide. 

12. Government will no doubt look forward with great interest for the re¬ 
port promised in the 12th paragraph of Captain Jacob’s present letter in regard 
to the Jetwa tribe. The fact stated in this paragraph, that although this tribe 
was not inclined in the arrangement^ adopted against the Jharejas, still that 
the adoption of those arrangements has Jndirectly tended to the preservation 
of females among the Jetwas, is vei^ satisfactory. 

13. With reference to the 13th paragraph, the Political Agent may be 
requested to embrace the first opportunity of instituting inquiries, with the view 
of ascertaining wheUier, as is alleged, the crime of Infanticide prevails among 
otiier tribes in Kattywar besides those of the Jhareja and Jetwa. In the 
mean time it is satisfactory to observe that Captain Jacob has succeeded in 
obtaining from the Manka and Korunga tribes of Wagur, and from the Jha¬ 
rejas of Adhoee, i^preements to renounce the practice of Infanticide. 

14. The arrangement proposed by Captain Jacob in paragraph 14 of his 
report, that the wife or nearest female relative of the person employed to take 
the Jbarc^a c^us be associated with him in the performance of this duty, will 
doubtless constitute sliother check against false returns, and seems therefore 
worthy of adoption. The Political Agent suggests that, this woman shall, 
receiye a salary equal to hdf what the censor draws “ during the time actually 
employed in taking the census.” This will form a charge against the Infimti- 
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cide Fund, and care must be taken to secure that the proposed limitation be 
duly observed. 

15. There is some force in the general' observations offered by Captain 
Jacob in the concluding paragraphs of his report. I am not aware, however, 
that it has ever been contended that public opinion in Kattywar was so strong 
against th^ crime of Infanticide as to induce the other classes spontaneously 
to come forward and actively co-opei*ate with Government in its suppression. 
All that has been urged is this,—that the voice of nature being with us, the 
measures adopted would at all events not be misunderstood, even if they are 
not viewed with decided approbation. In respect to the inquisitorial nature 
of our measures, this, in my opinion, is an unavoidable and necessary evil, for 
by no other means can we obtain our object, and Government must rely 
on the judgment and discretion of its jAgents to prevent the innocent suf^ 
fering from false accusations. These have on a few occasions undoubtedly 
been preferred, but they have been heretofore invariably detected, and none 
but the really guilty have suffered punishment. It will in truth be a happy day, 
when we are able with safety to relax from the penal measures now in opera¬ 
tion; but all must coincide with Captain Jacob in opinion that the present 
system can only be relied upon during the pressure of vigilant “ supervision,” 
and even, though other duties are neglected, the Agent must never relax from 
that supervision. The complete suppression of Infanticide must be a work of 
time, but, looking back to the past, and seeing how much has been ejected 
within a few short years, we are encours^ed strongly to hope that a steady 
and continued perseverance in the measures now in operation will ultimately 
be crowned with full and entire success. On the 24th September 1834, the 
date of my first report on this subject, the number of J hareja females ascer¬ 
tained to have been preserved in Kattywar, of all ages, was 696; on the 23rd 
October 1841, the date of the present repprt, they amounted to 1,^70; being an 
increase of 574 in less than seven years, which certainly exceeds my most san¬ 
guine expectations. 

16. Captain Jacob renews the proposition originally made by Mr. Erskine 
that a portion of the Infanticide Fund (which at the date of his report amount¬ 
ed to Bs. 1,16,786) shalj be annually appropriated to the diffusion of education 
in the province of' Kattywar generally. He recommends that a sum of 
Rs. 4,000 from this Fund should be devoted to the erection of a school-house 
at Rajkot; that Rs. 300 per mensem be sanctioned for the salaries of masters 
and establishment; and Rs. 1,000 per. annum as prizes for the best essays in 
the vernacular langui^e against the practice of Infinticide, and to defray the 
expense of afterwards printing and distributing these essays. 

17. I am not satis£^ that it is expedient to mix up the question of 
education with that of In&nticide. Government hav^ already once deter-* 
mined that the Infanticide Fund shall not be trenched upon for purposes of 
education, and before departing from this resolution the consent of His 
Highness the Oaekwar would certainly appear necessary. The Political 
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Agent might, however, still endeavour to ascertain to what extent the Chiefs 
and monied men in Kattywar are disposed to aid in the introdnction of a 
general system of education in that province, when the subject can be re-con> 
sid^d in connection with some recent correspondence with the Government 
of India on the subject. 

18. There seems, however, to be no objection at once to sancti^ Captain 
Jacob’s last suggestion, namely, that Rs. 1,000 be annually set apart from the 
In&nticide Fund for prize essays gainst the practice. I would, however, 
propose for consideration, whether, until schools are established in Kattywar, 
these prizes should not be temporarily held out as objects of emulation among 
the scholars of the Native Education Society in Bombay, the essays being 
afterwards printed and circulated in Kattywar. The sum proposed might be 


tlius divided:— 

* First Prize..... 300 

Second do. 200 

Printing of do. . 600 


Rs. 1,000 

Captain Jacob’b opinion might be taken on this suggestion. 

19. I beg to suggest the expediency of the Political Agent being instructed 
to embody the results of the present census in a proclamation, noticing, in 
terms of commendation, those Chiefs who, by the results, are proved to 
have adhered to their eng^ements, and the reverse of those who have not 
done so. This should then be circulated throughout the province, to keep 
the subject alive in men’s minds, and to prove that the Government is 
resolved to persevere in its efforts to suppress the inhuman practice of 
Infanticide. 

20. The attention of the Politicaf Ag^ent might also be drawn to the Go¬ 
vernment letter dated the 22nd November 1834, which I do not believe has 
ever been specifically acknowledged. This may probably be attributed to my 
removal from Kattywar before it was received. Captain Jacob may be 
requested to state whether the orderfi communicated in that letter have been 
acted upon, and particularly whether the measure sanctioned in the 9th para¬ 
graph, of endeavouring to induce the heads of those tribes who give their 
daughters in marriage to the Jharejas to stipulate at the time of betrothment for 
the preservation of female issue by such marrii^es, has been carried into effect, 
and, if so, with what success. 

21. Considerable stress was laid by Mr. Erskine in his report on Infan¬ 
ticide in June 1837, and in a minor degree by Captain Jacob in his present 
report, on the severi^ of the measures adopted for the suppression of the 
practice. This to some extent may be admitted, but it iz unavoidable and 
justifiable by t^e object in view. Other measures of an opposite tendency, 

80 G 
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however, formed part of my scheme, which have no4 ^ think, sufficiently been 
attended to. For instance, I proposed and Government sanctioned, remissions 
from and delays in payment of tribute, and honorary presents, either in cloths 
or money, to those who may distinguish themselves by a conspicuous ad¬ 
herence to their engagements to renounce the custom. Captain Jacob might be 
directed te report whether the present census does not enable him to point 
out any ^niefs, or inferior members of the tribe, who have thus rendered 
themselves deserving of these indulgences and rewards. 

22. Copy of Captain Jacob’s report, and of the Government reply, should 
be forwarded to the Political Agent in Kutch, for information; and Captain 
Jacob seems entitled to the high approbation of Government for the zealous 
attention he has bestowed on this interesting question,—the linal, complete 
extinction of Infanticide in Kattywar. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

June 1842. Secretary to Government. 


No. 4150. 

Minute hy the Right Honorable the Governor, dated the Aih June 1842. 

The suggestions of the Political Secretary on Captain Jacob’s report may be 
adopted, with one exception, that of a continued prize for essays. I tliink we 
should not make the cost of education a deduction from the funds appropriat¬ 
ed for the suppression of this crime. If it is deemed good that a prize should 
be given for an essay against Infanticide by one of the scholars of the Native 
Education Society, let it be done, and the charge be borne by the Educa¬ 
tional Funds. 

The Chief of Shahpoor Talooka should be strictly warned and assured that 
his continuance in not assisting to suppress this crime will bring upon him the 
sequestration of his Talooka. It cannot be unsound in policy to inflict this 
punishment upon one Chief, while all the other Chiefs are fairly meeting the 
great object which Government, for the sake pf humanity alone, is so anxious 
to accomplish. , 

Captain Jacob paints strongly the injury done to the wounded feelings of 
Jhareja pride by the inquisitorial character of the inquiries the very nature of 
the crime compels Government to sanction. But Captain Jacob sees as well 
as any one else, that without these very inquiries the end in view would be as 
far from us as ever; and therefore we have the choice of having inquiry 
so made or quietly allo|RDg this Infant-murder to stalk abroad as rife as ever.r 
Aato education, if we are to wait for its effects, to trust to its influences, we 
must look forward, perhaps, to not less than a century. No; we must sincerely 
persist in onr present efforts in our present system, to stop ^his course of 
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murder ; wad, once effectively checked, we may hope that feeling mid pre¬ 
judice in causing it may he orereome, and then the inclination cease. To 
accompUsh that change of prejudice and inclination must be our continued ^ort, 
and it is evident our present system has already effected much of this. 1 woidd 
strictly continue it; yet certainly add to it as much of education as circum¬ 
stances will admit. 

(Signed) G. W. Anderson. 


* From Captain G. L. Jacob, Acting Political Agent in Katt 3 rwar, 

To J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated Jia;Aot,28tA November 1842. 

Sir,—I have the honour to reply seriutim to your letter No. 2127, dated 
12th August last, conveying the observations of Government on my In%iticide 
Report dated 23rd October preceding. 

2. The question contained in your 4th paragraph admits of little further 

explanation than that given in my despatches as per 
No. 233| dfttcd 31 st Sop- . ^ . i n . ip 

teraber 1839. margin. From the period of Chotum Lai s suspen- 

No. 185, datod 22Dd sion, there appears, to have been no one person held 
June 1840. responsible for the safe custody and arrangement of 

the records, and for upwards of three years there was neither any Native 
Agent, nor any one appointed to officiate as such. It is impossible for me now 
to say how the documents referred to have become lost. One censor was 
dismissed, without for some months any one being appointed to relieve him; 
an English clerk in the interim was employed in the districts to take the 
census, and a successor was ultimately appointed who proved quite incom¬ 
petent. What with removals and deaths, the establishment has been almost 
entirely changed of late years; and the result reported is the natural effect of 
such changes and want of systematic arrangement in an office of this magni¬ 
tude. The chest appropriated to«the Infanticide records does not contain 
those reported missing, nor has any clue to them been traced. 

3. With reference to the fine of Rs. 1,000 directed to be levied on Jhareja 
Kullajee of Shahpoor in your 7th and 8th paragraphs, 1 beg to submit, for ^ 
cimsideration of the Honorable the Governor in Council, certain favourable 
features in his case that have come to notice since I framed my last report, 
which induce me to plead in mitigation/if not remission, of his punishment. A 
small table appended (Appendix A) will show, that cmly eight persons are mui4ed 
within his Talodca, who have eleven sons, and two daughters bom since my 

* Orders to the effect niggeeted in Dh. Willoughbj'e Memorandum of the lit June 
1842, lubjeet to the modification propoied in the above Minute by Mr. (now Sir) 0. W. Ander¬ 
son, were communicated tfi Captain G. L. Jacob, Acting Political Agent in Kattywar, on tile 
13tb Ai^st 1842; and to the letter addressed to him on tint oessajmif No. 2127, Captain 
Jacob replied in ^it conmnmication.—£?dkor. 
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last census. 'Although no daughter was alive at that time, yet four had been 
bom, and the sickness previous to the decease of three of these reported, and 
persons, it appears, had been deputed by the Political Agent to inspect and 
report thereon. Consequently, except in the suspicious case in Bhawaja^'s 
family, for which Kullajee was fined, it seemed by no means impossible that 
the disproportion between males and females may be accounted for by natural 
causes, in addition to these circumstances. The greater part of the Rajkot 
Bhyad waited on me in a body to intercede for Kullajee with Government, pro¬ 
mising to hold themselves responsible that no deviation from the pledge to 
preserve life should hereafter occur in the Shahpoor family. 1 do myself the 
honour to annex (Appendix B) translation of their petition, and it appears to 
me that it would further the cause of humanity if Government would be pleased 
to extend an act of grace to the petitioning Chiefs in behalf of their kinsman. 
The leniency could not be mistaken, since the security it holds out for the 
future is greater than what would result from disregarding the guarantee as 
well as the feelings of so many respectable Girassias, and it may be deemed 
wise to reserve punishment for cases where the possibility of innocence can¬ 
not be held forth to enlist the feelings of the people against the measures of 
Government. 

4. Adverting to your 9th paragraph I beg to annex (Appendix C) trans¬ 
late of the Morvee Chief s reply to the injunctions of Government, which will, 
I trust, be deemed satisfactory. 

5. On the subject of the 16th parc^raph of your letter, I append (Ap¬ 
pendix D) translations of letters from the Chiefs of Morvee and Dhurol; 
these, whilst partly corroborating the information previously received as to 
the habits of the Somra tribe, hold out further security for the preservation 
of life. 

6. I regret to say that I have as yet been unable to make arrangements for 
securing the aid of a female censor sanctioned in your 17th paragraph; the 
prejudices of the Nagur caste, to whic^ the jiresent censor belongs, leads him to 
demur acceptance of the Government offer. The chief difficulty is the alarm 
of being called on personally to give evidence before any functionary of Govern¬ 
ment in cases of real or supposed lnfanti<!ide. The Nagur caste is particularly 
tenacious of the privacy of their women, but this difficulty may, I hope, be got 
over, as any examination might 1 think be conducted through the husband, or, 
at any rate, on the understanding that the ** Purda’* should be respected. 
Should His Honour in Council view this point in a different light, it will, 1 
fear, become necessary to change the present censor, who is otherwise very well 
qualified for his office. 

7. Regarding educa|bn as an especial antidote to the moral disease under 
review, independent of the blessings it must confer on the country at laige, I 
regret to state that no further advance has been made in securing for it the 
support of the Chiefs, 4:c .; and I fear that, imless Gdvernment |ake the lead in 
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this matter, nothing can be expected. The Infanticide Fnnda are amjde; they 
are raised from the whole community, though now dedicated to a portion of it; 
and, as a previous decision of Government seems, by the 22nd paragraph of 
yonr letter, the chief obstacle to their being employed in furtherance of the 
existing checks to the crime in a manner so highly beneficial to the whole 
community, I yet cannot suppress my hope that Government may see grounds 
to review its decision. 

8. On the question of establishing a prize for the best essay against the 
practice of Infanticide, referred to in your 24th paragraph, it appears to me 
that the greater the amount of intellect which can be brought to bear on the 
subject, the greater the probability of obtaining an essay worth publishing—the 
wider the field of discussion, the more would the design of enlisting public 
opinion e^ainst the crime spread forth its roots; 1 would beg, therefore, to sug¬ 
gest the propriety of throwing open the essay to public competition, and 1 can 
perceive no reason why a fixed sum, say a thousand rupees, should not be set 
apart annually for this object from the InfEinticide Funds however this point 
may be determined. The Board of Education would seem the proper tribunal 
to decide on the merits of the several competitors. 

9. In rep! / to your 26th paragraph, I am not aware of any steps taken to 
induce the heads of the tribes who give their daughters to the Jharejas to sti¬ 
pulate for the preservation of female issue previous to marriage, further than 
were adopted by yourself when Political Agent, in August 1835. 1 have again 
addressed injunctions on this subject to the several tribes, urging them to 
come forward in the common cause of humanity; but sufficient time has not 
elapsed to report the result. I am not sanguine of any success in this desira¬ 
ble object, for besides the apathy that pervades the whole community, and the 
dislike to what they consider interference with their family concerns, no party 
likes to deprive his daughters of the chances of respectable Jhareja alliances, 
which, unless all could be brought to make common cause, would naturally 
be the case with whoever first set,the example. 

10. In reply to the question contained in your 27th paragraph, for the 
reasons stated in my last report, I do not quite feel sufficient confidence in the 
census that accompanied it, to surest honorary rewards for any particular 
Chief; I think, however, small presents might be made to each of the seven 
Jharejas shown in the census to have preserved respectively four and five female 
children, on a report from the censor as to the correctness of the ffict from 
personal observation. The gifts might be bestowed in the manner that might 
seem best suited to their circumstances and station in life. When the double 
machinery for taking the census shall have been matured, the Honorable the 
Governor in Council will have firmer ground to go upon in noticii^ with his 
favour the parties wbo may be proved to have deserved it* 

11. I beg to transmit (Appendix F) an application from the Jam of 
Nowanuggur, asking the assistance of Government for twenty-one members of 
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his Bbyad, to fecilitate the maiTtages of twenty-two daughters, which 1 beg to 
recommend for fayoiirable consideration. The Jam has all along regarded the 
anti-infanticide measures of Government with extreme jealousy, and it is a 
great point gained that he should, by the step which he has now taken for the 
first time, have thus tendered them a species of voluntary acknowledgment. 
The amount asked for is higher than the sums usually granted by Govern¬ 
ment on similar occasions, and an average of Rs. 200 for each daughter, mak¬ 
ing a total of Rs. 4,400, might be considered sufficient. 

12. In conclusion, 1 beg to annex (Appendix E) an abstract of the census 
completed up to the end of 1841, making a few corrections in the previous lists. 
The annual tiansmission of the census may henceforward proceed in more 
regular order, at the periods laid down for them by Government. The result 
of this census, it will be perceived, continues to be satisfactory. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) G. L. Jacob, 

Acting Political Agent 


Rqjhotf 2Sth November 1842. 
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APPENDIX B. TO THE FOREGOING LETTER FROM CAPTAIN JACOB. 

Translation of a Petition from inknxsk Waojeb of Rajpurrat Jussajbb and 
Phuubb of Lodhekay Wunajbb of Bhadwa^ Suttanjbb of Pasramm, 
Jbthbjbb of Khamhaf Oovindjbb(^ Ghatka, Mbrooibr of GowreedhuTf 
Hurbhumjbb 'of Pal, and Muoar Sing of Trumba ; dated Sumvut 1898, 
Asoo Vud 7tA {corresponding to 2Qth October 1842). 

We, the undersigned, petition that, in consequence of doubts of the continu¬ 
ance of Infanticide, created from the existence of eleven sons without any 
daughters in the Shahpoor Talooka in the census for 1840, Government has 
directed a fine to be inflicted on Jhareja Kullajee of Rs. 1,000. We beg to 
represent, however, that he has not committed this crime. In the year 1891 
the premature birth of a female occurred in his brother Bhawabhaee’s family, 
who died instantly. Captain Lang inquired into this matter, and reported on 
it to the Government in Bombay, on which a fine was imposed of Rs. 50 for 
not having reported the occurrence. Afterwards, in his Bhyad village of 
Purwulla, a daughter was bom to Jhareja Mooloojee in Sumvut 1892, who 
lived for two years; she was attacked with small-pox, on which a report was 
duly niade to the Political Agent, and Jemadar Soobhan Sing was sent to see 
the girl, who lived four or five months and afterwards died, which event was 
also reported. A daughter was born to Jhareja Tukkutsing in Sumvut 1892, 
who died in Sumvut 1894, when with her mother on a visit to her parent 
Wala Ujoobhaee’s house at Tullajee. On receiving information of this event, 
a report was made to the censor. A daughter was born to Jhareja Huthcjee 
in Sumvut 1894, who was attacked with a disease when four months old, and 
a report thereof was made to Captain Lang, who sent the Rajpurra Zuptidar 
Mehta, Roodutjee Nundeeram, to see.the child, who accordingly did so : the 
infant dying the day after his visit, a man iwas sent to inform the Mehta of it. 
In the above manner have four daughters been bom in the Shahpoor family, 
and have died ; and since then two daughters have been born in that Talooka 
in 1842, who are alive, and their births inserted in the Roister : and as to 
there being many boys and few girls, this is matter that depends on God, there 
is no remedy for this. But henceforward we will, all of us, in his and in our 
own Talookas, ^uly coriffly with, and cause to be obeyed, the ai-rangements of 
Government on this subject. No deviation shall take place, and we hold our¬ 
selves responsible for the same to any extent that may be desired by Govera- 
ment. We therefore entreat the Sahib to send our petition to Government. 
Should, notwithstanding what we have stated, suspicion of guilt continue, we 
pray that such may be foigiven, if not removed, and that the fine imposed 
on Jhareja Kullajee may b#l!emitted. 

Signed by the parties whose names ai‘e above given. 

♦ _ 
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APPENDIX C TO THE FOREGOING LETTER FROM CAPTAIN JACOB. 

Translate of a tetter from the MoorVeb Chief to Captain Jacob, daUd Ashad 

^ Shoodh ^rdf Sumvut 189&(7<A October 1842). 

A. C.—^The Saheb’s letter, dated Shrawun Vud 10th, has been received, in 
which it is stated that, on examining the tables of Adhoee Jbarcja population, 
the names of 115 males and only 7 females are inserted, by which it appears 
that female life in that district is seldom preserved,—a iQatter of deep dissatis¬ 
faction, and which, on being reported to Government, a reply had been received, 
directing effectual arrangements for the prevention of the crime of child- 
slaughter, and, further, that the Honorable the Governor in Council would hold 
the lord of the district responsible for the same. Consequently, that I was 
to make these arrangements, taking care that no one henceforth deviated from 
them. In reply it is thus. The Government had not formerly directed me to 
enforce these arrangements in Adhoee, but in Mr. Erskine’s time I received 
instructions to make arrangements. It is my desire to comply with all 
the injunctions of Government; besides, I will not deviate from the path of 
religion, and I am not inattentive to the subject as regards Adhoee. The dis¬ 
parity between males and females arises from the arrangements for preserva¬ 
tion of femaies having only lately been established in the district. I have, 
however, again written strongly to the Adhoee Manager, and you may rely on 
my taking care that there shall be ift> inattention to the subject on my part. 

APPENDIX D TO THE FOREGOING LETTER FROM CAPTAIN JACOB. 

Translate of a Letter from the Dherol Chief, dat^ July 1842, to 

Captain Jacob. 

The Saheb’s letter of the 14th July has been received, stating that the 
Soomra tribes of my district are understood to destroy their daughters in the 
manner that the Jharejas were wont to db previous to the arrangements for their 
preservation, &c. &c. In reply, I*beg to state that arrangements shall be made 
to prevent this tribe following such evil practices, as requested by you. 

Translation of a Letter from the Moorvee Chief to Captain Jacob, dated 

1th October 1842. 

The Saheb’s order, dated Bhadurwa Shoodh 11th (15th September 1842), has 
been received, stating that the Soomra people of my district are understood to 
destroy their daughters in the manner the Jharejas were wont to do of old, and 
calling on me to make due arrangements for the prevention of this crime, report¬ 
ing particulars thereof, &c. Ac. On receipt of this letter 1 despatched a Mehta 
into the districts, with directions to make inquiry and enter into precautions. 

1 do not believe that there are many of the Soomra tribe in my country, but, 
after the Mej^ta’s report shall have been received, I will write again and transmit 
a census of the Soomras. 

810 
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APPENDIX E TO THE FOREGOING 
Alistract Census of the Jhar^ and Jetwa Poputationy on the December , 



Nambs ov Talookas^ 



1 Nowanuggur.. 

2 Moorvce .. 

3 Adhoee (under Moorvce).. 

4 Dherol Surufdur . 

5 Rajkot . 

6 Gondul Dhorajee. 

7 Ko^n Sanganee . 

8 Veerpoor Khureree. 

9 Drappa ... 

10 Mallia Khakrechee. 

11 Jhallia Dewanee. 

12 Khureesra. 

13 Lodeeka . 

14 Gowreedur . 

15 Shahpoor. 

1-6 Rajpoora *.. 

17 Mengnee .. 

18 Bbadwa. 

10 Satodur Wowree. 

20 Mooleeladeree .. 

21 Gutka ... 

22 Kotaria . 

23 Paal. 

24 Seesang ChandjeC.. 

25 Kotra Nyajee .. 

26 Veerwa. 

27 Mowa . 

* 28 Kaksiallee . 

29 Wudalee ... 

30 Wankaneer .. 

^31 HulwadDn>i«di.|i. 


Jetwa^ in the Poorbunder 
Talooka. 
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letter from captain JACOB. 


toUh Correctums of t1i£ Lists accompanying Report dated 23rd Ocioher 184L 
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APPENDIX F TO THE FOREGOING LETTER FROM CAPTAIN JACOB. 

Translate of a Letter from the Jam of NowANUoouRto Captain 6. L. Jacob, 
dated Bhadurwa Shoodh 9/A, Summit 1898 {correspovtding to 13<A /8^- 
teaiber A, D, 1842). 

In my Talooka several Jhareja females have passed their age of puberty, 
but the indigence of their parents protracts their marrying, the time for which 
is fast expiring; and, as urgent necessity exists for effecting their marris^ea 
with as little as possible, I submit the accompanying list,''^ showing 

particulars regarding the females above alluded to, in the hope that Govern-' 
mcnt will give such assistance as may be fitting. 


* Omitted from this Selection, 
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From J. P. WiLLouoBBY, Secretary to Goyemment^ Bombay} 

To A. MaleT} Esq.} PoliUcal Agent in Kattywar. 

• Dated VJth May 1843 . 

Sib, —I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of Captain Jacob’s letter, 
with enclosures, dated the 28th November last, on the subject of Female In* 
fanticide in Katty war, and to inform you that the further explanation submitted 
in the 2nd paragraph, in regard to the circumstances under which the docu¬ 
ments therein alluded to have been lost, is considered by the Honorable the 
Governor in Council to be as unsatisfactory as that which w^^reviously laid 
before Government. 

2. You are, therefore, requested to adopt measures for the efficient se¬ 
curity, for the future, of all the office records of the Kattywar Agency. 

3. Under the circumstances reported in the 3rd paragraph of Captain 
Jacob’s letter, the Governor in Council is pleased to remit the fine of Rs. 1,000 
which Government, at the recommendation of that officer, ordered to be 
levied on Jhareja KuUajee of Shahpoor. The grounds of this remission should 
be explained to Jhareja KuUajee, and to the Chiefs who have interceded on 
his behalf, with a distinct intimation that should KuUajee hereafter fail to 
co-operate witn Government for the suppression of the crime of Infanticide, 
his Talooka wiU be placed under sequestration. 

4. The promise given by the Chief of Moorvee to adopt efiectual measure*^ 
(or the suppression of Infanticide in the district of Adhoee is considered by 
the Governor in Council to be satisfactory, but it will be necessary that the 
Political Agent should from time to time satisfy himself that the Chief fulfils 
his engagements, and the slightest remissness on his part should be brought 
to the immediate notice of Government. 

5. The assurances given by the Chiefti of Moorvee and Dherol in regard to 
the Soomra tribe are also considerecTto be satisfactory; but the Political Agent 
should exercise his vigilance to see thaf the promises made by these* Chiefs 
are respected. The information, which the Chief of Moorvee states he has 
deputed a Mehta to obtain in regard to his Soomra subjects, should be sub¬ 
mitted to Government together with the census. 

6. In reply to the 6th paragraph of Captain Jacob’s letter, I am directed to 
inform you that it is on all occasions the desire of Government to abstain from 
making any innovations on the prejudices of caste, when the public interests, 
or those of the community, will not thereby be endangered; but that as, by the 
adoption of the plan proposed by Captain Jacob, a great risk would be incurred 
of coUusion or concealment, another censor must be appointed, unless the 
individual now entrusted with that duty will ^ree to some female being ass<^ 
dated with him who is not encumbered with prejudices of the nature mentioned 
by Captain Jacob, since it will be highly important that the Political Agent 
s^uld be al^le to have the free and unrestricted jibwer of questioning the 
female employed upon this delicate duty, and that, in cases of supposed Infim- 
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ticide, in w|iich ber evidence may be requir^ by tbe Political Agent, sbe 
should give it Tvithout fear or demur of anylcind. 

7. With reference to the 7th pari^raph, I am desired to inform you that 
the Honorable the Gfovernor in Council adheres to the decision communicqted 
to Caplin Jacob in Mr. Chief Secretary Reid^s letter dated the 12th August 
last, and to request that you will be pleased to report whether, as directed in 
the 23rd j^ragraph of that communication, you have endeavoured to ascertain 
the extent to which the Chiefs and monied men in Kattywar could be pre¬ 
vailed upon to aid in the introducfion of a general system of education in that 
province. /,, 

8. The Governor in Council will await the result of the injunctions which 
Captain Jacob reports, in the 9th paragraph, he had addressed to the several 
tribes; but you are requested, in the event of the issue being unfavourable, as 
Captain Jacob anticipates, s^into urge in the sUrongest terms upon tlie heads 
of the Rajpoot tribes the im{)Oi*tance of their giving their consent to the stipu¬ 
lation required by Government, namely, that “ when giving their daughters 
in man’iage to Jharejas, a stipulation shall be made that the issue of the union 
shall be preserved, and that each Rajpoot Chief shall oblige every Rajpoot 
subject to do the same.’* 

9. The Governor in Council will also await your further report on the sub¬ 
ject noticed in the 10th paragraph of Captain Jacob’s letter, in regard to the 
parties who may prove deserving of rewards by a conspicuous adherence to 
their engagements to renounce the custom of Infanticide. 

10. 1 am further directed to inform you that the Honorable the Governor 
in Council is pleased to sanction a donation of Rs. 5,000 being granted from 
the Infanticide Fund for the mari'is^e of the twenty-one Jhareja females in the 
Nowanuggur Talooka, alluded to in the 11th paragraph of Captain Jacob’s 
letter, to be divided among them ih such proportions as you may consider 
just, and to be paid only when each marnage is about to be solemnized. 

11. The Governor in Council further directs me to request that the Infan¬ 
ticide Report for the year 1842, which was due on the Ist January last, may be 
submitted to Government mi soon as practicable, and that, for the future, these 
reports may be forwarded regularly on the Ist of January of each year, as 
directed in the 3rd piuftgraph of Mr. Chief Secretary Reid’s letter to the ad¬ 
dress of Captain Jacob, dated the 12th August last. 

12. Wi^ reference to the 8th paragraph of Captain Jacob’s letter, relative 
to the proposed establishment of a prize for the best essay against the practicq^ 
of Infenticide, I am desired to transmit for your information copy of my letter 

of this date to the Secretary tb the Board of Education on the subject. 

m 

I have the honour to be, Ac. 

f 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

. ' Chief Secretaiy to Government. 

Bcmbay Cattle, I7th Ma^ 1843. 
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^ PomCAL DXFiM^Ni^ 

To C. Mobbread, Esq.^ • ^ 

Secretary to the Board of Education. • ^ 

—1 am directed by the Honorable the Governor in tSouncil to tiansmit 

Extract para. 24 of a copies of th^ documents noted in the mai^n^ 

for the purpose of being submitted to the Board 
of Education, and to request that the Board will be 
pleased to favour Government with their opinion in 
regard to the besi means'of attaining the object 
t^ierein alluded to, and whether' th6|p consider that 
the offer of the sum of lis. 300 for a first prize> and 
Rs. 200 for a second, prize essay, would be a suffi¬ 
cient inducement to enlist talented competitors amongst the scholars of ffie 
Bombay Native Education'Society, in the composition of an essay against the 
practice of Infanticide. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willouohby, 

Bombay Castky \lth May 1843. Chief Secretary to Government. 


Bra. 

letter from Br. Chief Secy. 
Reid to the Actine Politi¬ 
cal Agent in Kattywar, 
dated the 12th Angiut, 
No. 2127 of 1842. 

Extract para. 8 ofaletter 
hwm the. Acting Political 
Agent, dated the 28th No¬ 
vember, No. 238 of 1842. 


To L. H. Reid, Esq., 

Secretary to Government, Political Department. 

Sir, —I am directed by the Board of Education to acknowledge the receipt 
of Mr. Secretary Willoughby’s letter No. 1075, dated the 17th ultimo, with 
accompaniment, and, in reply, to acquaint you that, in the opinion of the Board, 
the proposed essay against the practice of Infanticide should be composed in 
the English langui^e, and accompanied with a Guzerathee translation. 

2. In the event of the sum allotted for the prize being charged to the In¬ 
fanticide Fund, as recommended by the Acting Political Agent in Kattywar, 
in paragraph 8 of his letter No. 238, dated 28tli^ovember last, the Board are 
of opinion that competition shoulcL be open to the public (as affording the 
greatest likelihood of obtaining a good essay), and that the sum fixed for the 
prize should be Rs. 1,000. 

3. Should, however, the prize be charged to the Education Fund, it 
appears to the Board that in this case competition should be confined to the 
scholars of the Elphinstone Native Education Institution, as suggested in the 
l^ter under reply; but that Rs. 500 should be fixed as a prize for the best 
essay, and Rs. 300 for the second. 

4. The Board are further of opinion that it should be distinctly made 

known to the competitors in either case, that the prize would not be awarded 
unless the best essay was considered worthy of such distinction by the Ex¬ 
aminers. * 

1 have the hoaeur toi be, Ac. 

• (Signed) 0. Hchubbao,. 

Board of JEdticatian, Bombay, IdthJune 1843. Secretevy. 
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JTo 0.»Morbhbad, Esq., ^ 

*' Secretary to the Board of Education, Bombay. 

Sir,—I am dirqpte^ to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 26 
date<]Uhe 16th ultimo, and in reply to acquaint you, for the information of the 
Boarff’of Educatioi]^ that under the restriction mentioned by you in the 4th 
paragrapl^ the Honorable the Governor in Council is pleased to authorise the 
announcement of two prizes for essays against the practice of Infanticide, 
namely a prize of Rs^dQO for th^ best, and of Rs. 300 for the second essay. 

2. The Goveri^r in* Council is of opinion that the production of these 
essays should be open to general competition, and desires me to request that 
you will have the goodness, under the authority of the Board, to submit, for 
the approval of Government, a draft notification of the termsbn which these 
prizes will be granted. 

I have the honour to be, &:c. ^ 

(Signed) L. R. Reid, 

Bombay Castle^ \%th July 1843. Chief Secretary to Government. 


To L. R. Reid, Esq., 

Chief Secretary to Government, Political Department. 

Sir, —In transmitting, for the consideration of the Honorable the Governor 
in Council, the draft notification* called for in your letter No. 1647, dated the 
19th ultimo, I am directed to acquaint you that the Board of Education still 
entertain the opinion expressed in paragraph 2 of my letter No. 261, dated 
the 16th June last, that the prize, if open to public competition, should be 
Rs. 1,000, for they are apprehensive that Rs. 500 will not prove sufficient in¬ 
ducement to any very qualified competitor. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

^ * (Signed) C. Morehead, 

Board of Educationf Bombayy 2nd AugvM 1843. Secretary. 

To C. Morehead, Esq., * 

Secretary tb the Board of Edqcation. 

Sir, —I am direc2ied by the Honorable the Governor in Council to acknow¬ 
ledge the receipt of your letter dated the 2nd instant. No. 339, submitting, 
for the approval of Government, the draft of a proposed notification, inviting 
essays against the practice of Female Infanticide. 

2. In reply, I am desired to inform you that the Honorable the Governor in 
Council has, with someHight modification, approved of the notification submit¬ 
ted with your letter, and he has also been pleased to increase to the following 
extent the amount he had originally determined on for two prizes, namely for the 

* Omitted; this nofiflcati<m, m amended by Government, hebg subsequently given in this 
jSelectifm. 
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best essay from the sumof Rs. B$0 to Rs. 600, and for the secon^ipfeay f|pi& 
Rs. 300 to Rs. 400. . * 

3. A copy of the Notification, as revised by the (^ovehior in Council, 
accompanies this letter. * ' 

I have the honour to be, &c. 9 

♦ 

(Signed) L. R. ^in. 

Chief Secretary to Government. 

Bombay Castle^ V^th August 1843. 


Notification. 

Prize Essays against the Practice of Infanticide. » 

TI^ Honorable the Governor in Council has been pleased to authorise the 
award of two prizes for essays against the practice of Female Infanticide, viz. 
a prize of lis. 600 for the best, and Rs. 400 for the second essay, subject to 
the following conditions :— 

1. The prizes to be open to general competition among the Native students 
of any of the ;public or private educational establishments of this Presidency. 

2. The essays to be composed in the English language, and accompanied 
with a Guzerathee translation; to be fairly transcribed and not in the hand¬ 
writing of the authors, and to be transmitted to the office of the Secretary to 
Government before the 1st March 1844. 

3. To each essay a motto must be affixed, and the essay must be accom¬ 
panied with a scaled note bearing on the outside the same motto as that 
affixed to the essay, and, within, the author’s name. 

4. The essays will be submitted by^ Government for the report of a com¬ 
mittee selected fur the purpose. ^The sealed notes which accompany the 
successful essays will alone be opened, apd these essays will become the property 
of Government; the others will •be returned unoi>ened with their respective 
essays to the authors. 

5. It is^o be distinctly understood that the prizes will not be awarded 
unless the best and second essays be considered worthy of such distinction by 
the examining committee; and, i|^Buch case, all the se^ed packets and essays 
will be returned. 

(Signed) C. Morehead, 
Secretary to the Board of Education. 

Bombayf \2th September 1843. * 


To E. H. Towwsbno, Esq., Secy to Govt, in the Revenue Dep^ment; 
The Reverend G.'Pioott, Secy, to the BondMy Education Society; 
C. Forehead, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Education. ^ 

Gbntlbhbn, —I am directed to inform you that the Honorable the Gorer- 
82 o • 
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norjn Council is pleased to appoint you a Oommitteei to report whether, under 
the termS^pf the Government Notification dated the 12th September last, 
published in the Bombay Official Gazette of the 14th of that month, you are 
of opinion that one or more of the accompanying four essays against the 
practice of Female Infanticide are deserving of the rewards ofiered in the 
above Notification. 

t* 

I am also desired to request that you will be pleased to state your opinion 
in regard to the Guzerj^tJ^ee versio^ of the essays, obtaining the aid, if neces¬ 
sary, of the Secretary £o dk)vernment in the Persian Department, and whether 
any of these essays afe calculated to aid the suppression of Female Infanticide, 
if printed and circulated. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. WiLLOUGiinv, 

Bombay Castle, \Wi April 1844. Chief Secretary to Governm#it. 


To J. P. Willoughby, Esq., (>hief Secretary to Government. 

Sib, —^We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 13th 
April, appointing us a committee to report on the merits of four ^English essays 
’(three of which were accompanied Avith translations), with refcreuce to the 
Government notification of 14th September 1843, and authorising us to refer to 
the Persian Department, to enable us at the same time to report upon the merits 
of the translations. That reference was made on the 2nd May, and the reply 
of Mr. Escombe was received on the 19th instant. 

2. We are unanimous in assigning the first place to the essay whose motto 
is taken from the Pudma Puran, “ He who loves sin and commits Infan¬ 
ticide,” &c. But some difference of opiition qxists in the extent of our 
approval. Dr. Morehead and Mr. Townsend considering it a well-written, 
spirited production, worthy of the highest revrard, while the Rev. G. Pigott does 
not think it, as it now stands, calculated to produce the impression desired by 
Government, though he is of opinion that it contains the elements of a paper 
calculated to have that effect. We all, ^however, think that it might with 
benefit be abridged. < > 

3. General Kennedy’s opinion of the Guzerathee version of this essay is, 
you will observe, generally favourable. 

4. The next essay in order of merit, though fiir behind the first, is, we 
conceive, that having for its motto, Virtue alone is happiness below.” 
Dr. Morehead and Mr. Townsend consider this production one of ordinary 
meri^ hardly deserving great a reward as Rs. 400. Had the Oriental 
Translator’s report of the Guzerathee version been favourable, they were 
dispoified to recommend a reward not exceeding three hundred rupees, or 
. half that of the highest proposed to be given by Oovemmmit. •Considering, 
^wever, |tbe unfavourable opinion of the Guzerathee translation of this essay 
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PouTioAL Department. 

To E. H. Townsend, Esq., Secy, to Govt, in the Rerenue Department, 
The Rev. G. Pioott, Secretary to the Bombay Education Society, 

C. Morehbad, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Education. c 

Gentlemen, —I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
the 22nd June last, reporting on four essays against th*e practice of Female 
Infanticide. 

2. In reply 1 am desired to inform you that the Honorable the Governor 
in Council concurs with you in opinion that the firat prize should be awarded 
to Bhawoo Dajee, the author of the essay on the above subject bearing the 
motto, ** He who loves sin and commits Infanticide shall be condemned to the 
hell called * Tamisra.’ ” 

3. The Governor in Council is, however, of opinion, that this essay is not 
altogether suited for publication in its present form. I am, therefore, desired 
to request that you will have the goodness, in communication with the author, to 
revise and condense it,* so as to render it more suitable for circulation in 
Kattywar, Kutch, and Guzerat, among the tribes in which the revolting crime 
of Infanticide prevails. 

4. The essay in question is herewith returned for the above purpose, and 
I am desired to convey to you the thanks of Government for the care and 
attention you have already bestowed on this subject. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Chief Secretary to Government. 

* Bombay Castlef 20<A November 1844. 

Political Department. 

From E. H. Townsend, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To A. Malet, Esq., Political Agent in Kattywar, Rajkot. 

Sir,—I am directed by the Honorable the Governor in Council to acknow« 
ledge the receipt of your letter,f dated the 30th August 1844, No. 102, 
submitting statemerjM*'of the Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra populations of the 
province of Kattywar during the year 1843. 

2. From statement No. 1 accompanying your letter, it appears that the 
total male Jhareja population in Kattywar amounted in 1842 to 6,166, and 
in 1843 to 6,176 souls, being an increase during the latter year of 10 males. 
It further appears that .the total number of females at the end of the 
year 1842 amounted to|^,8d4, and in 1843 to 1,969, being an increase during 
twelve months of 106 females. The increase in the number of females being 

* This having been done, the Eiaay, as revised, was published by Government. 

t Omitted nra this Selection, the substance, of the report and its aeeompaaying state¬ 
ments being contained in tliis letter. 
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thus shown to be in a much greater proportion than that of the males,•» a 
highly satis&ctory result 

3. Statement No. 2, forwarded with your letter, shows that in 1842 the 
J%twa male population of Porebunder and Nowanu^ur amounted to 164 
souls, and to the same number at the end of the year 1843. The total number 
of females was 52 in the former and 53 in the latter year, being an increase of 
1 female. 

4. Statement No. 3 shows that the male Soomra population in Nowanug- 
gur, Moorvee, and Dhurol amounted at the end of 1842 to 360, and in 1843 
to 364, being an increase of 4 males. The total number of females was 147 
in the former, and 157 in the latter year, being an increase of 10 females. 

5. From statement No. 4, accompanying your letter, it appears that the 
total disbursements from the Infanticide Fund during the year 1843, on 
account of marriage donations and the maintenance of the Infanticide Estab¬ 
lishment, amounted to Company’s Rupees 3,657-1-3, and that the balance 
of the Fund on the Slst December 1843 amounted to Company’s Ru¬ 
pees 1,21,011-9-11. 

«*«#**>» 

7. I am directed to convey to you the approbation of Government for the 
commendable tsare and attention which you bestow in the performance of this 
important portion of your duties. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) E. II. Townsend, 

Secretary to Government. 

Bombay Castle, 20th June 1845. 


Political Department. 

From J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Chief Secretary to Govt., Bombay, 

To A. Malet, Esq., Politicgd Agent in Kattywar. 

Sir, —1 am directed by thd Honorable the Governor in Council to acknow¬ 
ledge the receipt of 
your letter,* dated the 
10th August last. No. 
130, submitting your 
Annual Report for the 
year 1844, on Female 
In&nticide in the pro¬ 
vince of Kattywar; and 
forwarding five state¬ 
ments containing the information specified in the maigin. 

* Omitted; the eubttsnee of the report end iti aocompaiqrmg ttatenenti being oonteined 
in this letter. 


.1st, A census of the Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra populations 
of the Province of Katlywar for the year of report. 

2nd. A comparative Table of ditto for the years 1841*42, 
1842-43, and 1843-44. 

3rd. Tables of the proportions of the Male to the Female sex. 
from ten years of age to one year and under, amongst the Jha- 
iqa, Jetwa, and Soomra populations of this Province. 

4th. Tables showing the different ages of the Jhareja, Jetwa, 
and Soomra populations. 

6th. Statement of the receipts and disbursements of the 
Infanticide Fund during the year 1844. 
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2. The Ist and 2ad statements submitted by yon show the Allowing 
results:— 


No. of Male Population. No, of Female Populatlim. 

Caste. 

In 1842.|ln 1843.|ln 1844. In 1848.|ln 1849.|ln 1844. 

Jhareja 6,129 6,176 6,430 1,841 1,959 2,175 

Jetwa 153 153 154 52 53 57 

Soomra 351 364 372 141 157 164 


3. Hence it appears that in each instance the increase in the number of 
females, especially among the Jharejas, has, during the years 1842, 1843, and 
1844, been in a greater proportion than the males. This result is very satis¬ 
factory, more particularly since, from the 2nd* paragraph of your letter, it 
appears that every one of the females entered in the census passes under the 
personal observation of the censors. 

4. In statement No. 3, the proportion of lAales to females from ten years 
of age to one year and under, amongst the Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra popu¬ 
lations in Kattywar is shown to be as follows> 
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5. The following further table shows the*result of the census of the Jhareja 
population in Kattywar^ as obtained in 1834, 1837, 1841, and 1844 :— 


jUndcr 10 Under 0 Under 8 Under 7 Under Oj Under Under Under Under Under 
yeure. year*. yean, years. years. 6years|4 year8|8 yean|8years 1 year. 


Mr. Willoughby’S ceima In 1684. 
Mr.Erikwseenius in 1837 .... 
Captain Jacob’s census In 1641 «• 
Hr. Malet’s oonsos In 1844. 
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6. The Governor in Council desires me to draw your particuHu* attention 
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to tho extraordinary disproportion between the mtde and female Jbaiga births 
daring the last ten years, which your census for the year 1844 exhibits, whmi 
compared with the three censufes of your predecessors, for the years 1834, 
1837, and 1841. 

7. The result of your census leads to the rery improbable inference, if the 
numbers of males and females shown under each age be correct, that the 
number of male and female births amongst the Jharejas in Kattywar have, for 
the last ten years, been annually decreasing from natural causes in the ratio of 
from ten to twenty per cent. For instance, according to your census, the 
numbers of males of ten years of age in 1844 was 1711, while those of one year 
and under were only 274, being in the ratio of 64 to 1 in favour of the former, 
and this, too, notwithstanding the generally admitted fact, that, of all children 
bom alive, at least one>third die before attaining the tenth year. 

8. The disproportion between the number of females of the ages of one 
and ten years is nearly siiflilar to that existing amongst the males of the same 
ages, namely, 1,207 of ten years, and 232 of one year and under, being in the 
ratio of about 54 to 1. 

9. You are requested most carefully to inquire into this point, and submit 
any explanation you may be able, in regard to this great and extraordinary 
disproportion, which the Governor in Council can at present only account for 
by the supposition that the above results have been obtained from incorrect 
data. 

10. From statement No. 4, accompanying your report, it appears that the 
greatest age amongst male Jharejas is 86, and of female 53 years ; amongst 
the male Jetwa it is 79 and of female 35 years ; and amongst the Soomra 
males it is 72, and of females 37 years. 

11. From statement No. 5 the total disbursements paid from the Infan¬ 
ticide Fund during the year 184^ including marriage donations and the 
maintenance of the Infanticide Establishment, amounted to Company’s 
Rs. 2,047-12-4, or Rs. 1,609-4-] 1 less than the expenditure of the preceding 
year; the balance in favour of the Fund on the 31st December 1844 amounts 
to Company’s Rs. 1,21,809-13-3, or Rs. 798-3-4 more than on the 31st 

December 1843. * 

*#***#« 

13. The Governor in Council was prepared, by your previous reports, for 
the announcement* contained in the last paragraph of your letter. He requests, 
however, that you will not relax in your efforts to induce the principal Chiefs to 
contribute towards the diffusion of education in Kattywar, for, unless they can 
be persuaded to do this under the condition prescribed by the Honorable the 
Court of Directors, Government will be unable to aid in the accompludiment of 
this very desirable object. 

14. The Governor in Council considers if very erectitable to the Jharejas, 

* Thera is no |hograis towardi edueatum on the part of the Chiefa, and l^o not at preient 
aee any probability of it. 
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that no application has been made by them during the year 1844 for aid 
from the Infanticide Fund; although, however, applications for assistance 
ought not to be encouraged, reasonable suppc^ji^ should be extended in cases of 
destitution and distress. t 

I have the honour to be. See. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Chief Secretary to Government. 

Bombay Castle^ \Qih January 1846. 


From the Political Agent in Kattywah, 

To J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Chief Secy, to Government, Bombay. 

Bated Rajkot^ 2Qth January 1846. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
the 19th instant. 

2. With reference to paragraphs 5 to 9,1 have to express my regret that an 
incorrect statement accompanied my letter No. 130, August 10th. I now 
transmit a corrected one, which I beg may be substituted for that formerly 
sent. 

3. I also enclose an additional statement, from which it will be perceived 
that there have been errors in some of the tables; for I have placed the num¬ 
bers in each year above the corresponding year they should fill in the line 
below. Thus, in the report of 1834 for 1833, the children that are 7 years 
old become 10 years of age; in the report of 1837 for 1836, those that are 
3 years old in the first become the 6 years old children of the second, and the 
10 years old children of the report of 1841 for 1840. 

4. The two first periods of 1833 and 1836 are nearly reconcileable, as there 
is a diminution in most of the corresponding ages; but they are not recon¬ 
cileable with the corresponding period of 1840, in which the numbers in the 
corresponding years are far greater than id the former statements. 

5. The second and third periods are irrcconcileable throughout; tlie third 
and fourth very nearly answer throughout^ and, great care will be taken in future 
that the children are^rCgularly placed under tlie proper ages, which their first 
year must show, so that 1 bope there will not henceforward be any irregu¬ 
larity arising from this source. 

6. You will perceive that the cause of the mistake in the statement alluded 
to in paragraph 2 originated from taking the whole of the children under the age 
mentioned, so that the children for 10 years contained all the children of a 
lesser age, but other ei|ir8 had crept in which vitiated even that calculadon. 

1 have the honous to be, &c. 

(Signed) ^A. Malet, 

A Political Ag^t 

Kattyiaar Political Agency^ Rajhotf 2Qth January 1846. 
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^ PoLtt|jlb DapAsniBMt* 

To A. Maw, Esq*, Poimj^dlAgent in Kattyw^ 

* DaM^dth ikhnuay 1846* 


Sib, —I am directed by the Honorable the Govemor in Council to acknow^ 
ledge thotreceipt of your letter dated the 26th ultimo, No. 34, and to inform 
you that the explanation therein subnJlbd is satia&ctory, as showing that the 
errors pointed out by Government in the census submitted wjfh your letter 
dated the 10th August last, No. 130, are for the most part not mtributable to 
the censors, but were made in your ofiSce. 

2. It is clear, however, that the amended returns now submitted by you 
are stUl defective, from the improbable fluctuation therein shown in the num¬ 
bers of the male and female children at different ages. For instance, it is 
made to appear that in the Nowanuggur and Moorvee Talookas there are more 
male and female Jhareja children between the ages of seven and eight than 
between six and seven years, and in the forml||^Talooka more male children 
between five and six than between four and five years, and nearly double the 
number between the ages of two and three than between one and two years 
of age; while experience proves that the opposite would be the more proba¬ 
ble and correct result 

3. I am at the same time desired to request that you will be pleased to 
adopt every means in your power to obtam, for the future, correct returns of 
the Jhareja population of Kattywar. 


I have the honour to be, Ac. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

Bombay Cattle, 16fA FhAruary 1846. • Chief Secretary to Government 


From Lieutenant Colonel W.*Lano, Actiiig Political Agent in Kattywar, 
To A. Malbt, Esq., Officiating Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated Bajkot, 25tA August 1846. 

SxB,—I have the honour to forward the usual annual returns of the Jhareja, 
Jetwa, and Soomra population of Kattywar for 1845, together with a state¬ 
ment* of the reempts and disbursements of the Infimticide Fund for the same 
year. The increase in the number of the female children in all these tribes, 
which has been going on since the intiMuction of the present system for the 
suppression of Infanticide in 1836, continues to be shown in the returns now 
submitted. In the Qase of the Jetwa and Soomra population the increase is 
equal in both sexes, but the Jhareja* census is not sfi ^^vooraUe, as it shows 
an addition of only 165 female children to 1102 mtml t foar, however, that 

* Omittedjfimafoil Seleelioii,fo«mhttSBMbelB||^iapsfiinlk8offoefepoit 
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there ere still a great many inaccnracies in these returns. Hie proportion of 
births of both sexes to the number of married Jharejas appears, generally, to 
be exf^i^iogly small, |nd in Veerpoor Khureree, and several of the sipaller 
Talookas, there ih^not single birth of either a male or female child during ^ 
year under review. The number of grown>up Jharejas in Veerpoor Khureree, it 
will be observed, is sixty-five, and I have ascertained from the censor that forty- 
four of these are married. It is exceedingly improbable, therefore, tikt a year 
should have passed without a single child having been bom to any of these; and 
in this Talookf I find that last year’s return was equally blank, which makes it 
amount almost to a certainty that there must be some concealment of the births 
that actually take place. I have, therefore, sent for the Chiefe of all the Taloo¬ 
kas in which no births of either sex are registered during last year, and shall 
endeavour to ascertain the true state of the case. I have also directed the 
Native Agent to ascertain, as some guide to the censor for the future, the pro¬ 
portion of births to married men amongst one or two other castes where he 
has the means of doing so, and bave instracted the censor to be very particular 
for the future in noticing all thHe points when making his tour of the difierent 
Talookas, and, when his suspicions are excited by any disproportions either in 
this respect or with regard to the numbers of children of different sexes and 
ages, never to rest content till he has made the fullest inquiries on the spot, 
and adopted every other means in his power to satisfy himself that there is 
nothing wrong. 

2. No accusation of Infanticide has been preferred during the year under 
review, and the censor informs me that throughout the whole of his tour he 
heard no mention made of any one having been suspected of the crime. 
It will be seen from t|^e account of the Infanticide Fund, that only three 
Jharejas have required assistance for the marriage of their daughters during 
the past year, which was sanctioned to each of them in 1843, and that the 
balance in hand has increased from Rs. 1^21,8Q9*>l3-3 to Rs. 1,25,713-3-10; 
the expenditure, including the pay of the Ipfanticide establishment, and the 
reward of Rs. 600 paid for an essay against Female In^ticide, having 
amounted to only Rs. 2,205-9-0. This prize, I observe, was awarded to 
Show Dajee, and, from Mr. Chief Secretary Willoughby’s letter of the 20th 
November 1844 to thr^t Committee appointed to examine the four prize essays 
presented on the subject, it appears to have been intended to publish a revised 
and condensed copy of the successful one for circulation in Kattywar. I trust 
this has not been lost sight of, as there can be no doubt that Guzerathee trea¬ 
tises of this description would be read with interest by the Jharejas and other 
Rajpoots in the province, and they womd, I think, be likely to do much good. 
The education, however, 4R*hn ofthose who can read, is generally so superficial 
timt'these essays, to be appreciated, wot^ld require to be written in the plainest 
^a^u^e and simplest style, and, should there still be a doubt of the expe- 
' mency of pulfiishiog that of Show Dajee for this or other reason^ 1 beg to 
that coinp^t>^ %ougfa- 



> 
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dttt die fitar tiie t^beet ttlayi eg^ntt PAlfo tt> bfe 

tc^Mpoded in ibe Gbi£iBmtfaeelidi|;id^ in k etjrle sifldenify dut^ile tb tie 
intelligible to the Rajpoots thetnlielli^. ll&es’e pHlzeii d^ould hlio be 
freib time to time, as tmatisetf en this subject, besides bdng^ttuliited to'the 
Rajpoots and othdrs who could read throughout the province, lirottld be verf 
usefol as^chool books, where there is such a gibat V^t Cf Works of evei^ 
kind in me yemacular language. p'^ 

3. It has not yet been found possible to induce the Rtjpoots of otiier tribes, 
in givii^ their daughters in niarriage to the Jharejas, to insist bArehaild on a 
stipulation being made for the preservation of the female offspring, the diffi¬ 
culty, doubtless, being to prevail upon all the Chiefs with whom the Jharejife 
intermarry, to combine in the introduction of a measure of the kind, or to 
persaade one or two of the most influential of them to originate it, idiich ctUi 
scarcely, of course, be expected, unless they cab get all the others to Join in thh 
agreement. I shall not, however, lose sight of the Wishes of Oovemtbent On 
this point. In the returns bow forwarded, ^en if they could be implicitljr 
relied on, there does notap]^r anything in th^roportion olp feisiales to males, 
in any particular Talookas, to call for rewards of any lund to the Chiefs; but 
I thibk it is VMy desirable that presents should again be conferred by Go¬ 
vernment oh the Jharejas who have, to all appearance, if we may judge from 
the number of female children they have preserved, renounced the practice of 
Infenticide entirely. Mr. Willoughby, in his letter of the 24th September 
1834, included in his recommendation for rewards all the Jharejas who had at 
that time two daughters living. There were then only two Jhanjas with four 
female children, thirteen with three, and eighty with two each. I fihd, how¬ 
ever, that there are now two Jharejas with five daughters each (there were 
three, but one of them lately lost a manied daughter), nineteen with four, and 
one hundred and five with three.* I would, therefore, propose that tite 
rewards on the present occasion shcgild be confined to those with fbur 
daughters abd upwards, and that they should amount to Rs. 300 to each, the 
rate recommended by Mr. Willoughby. This would cause an expenditttib 
of upwards of Rs. 6,000, but the Infanticide Fund can well idmit Of it, 
and I humbly conceive that the amount would be most ufl^fiilly expended, 
as showing, that while Government was not slow to puffish those tHio violated 
their Infanticide ei^agements, it is equally desirous to mark with its approba¬ 
tion those who appear to have distinguished theibselves by a strict adherence 
to tilem. Should it be considered proper to confer some slight mark of 
distlnctiob on the Jharejas who have three daughters alive, a present of clothes 
fer lliemdelves or for their daughters Would perhaps be the most appropriate 
itiode 6f dOibg so, at a moderafe expense; but as the least sum that would 
be fe<pifi«d fbr eiidl would be Rs. 50, and tltis would Scarcely suffice wore 
dothOs to be pokbimsed and presented to tlfefitfhebiiNiAfff f 
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it wonld cause an additional expenditure of between Be. 6|000 and Rs. 6,000. 
The state of the Infimticide Fund, however, is so flonrishii^, that Goyemment 
may perhaps be pleased to sanction this likewise. 

4. I am hapl^y to be able on this occasion to report, that the continped 
endeavours of my predecessor, to enlist the Chieft of the province in the cause 
of education, were crowned, before his departure, with as complete success as 
could well be desired, in as tar at least as relates to their subscrihlng for the 
establishment of a superior school at Rajkot, with the view of introducing 
a better system of education throughout the province generally. As is known 
to Government, many letters bad been written to the different Chiefs both by 
Mr. Malet and his predecessors, but with little, if any, effect. On visiting 
Nowanuggur, however, in November last, Mr. Malet spoke to his Highness 
the Jam on the subject, and persuaded him to consent to an annual subscrip¬ 
tion, at the rate of one per cent, on his tribute. He then addressed letters to 
the other principal Chiefe, informing them of the good example which had 
been set by the Jam, and calling upon them to follow it. This was imme¬ 
diately done by His HighnesAhe Nuwab of Joonagur, who, in consideration 
of his rank and the smaller amount of tribute paid by him, agreed to subscribe 
at the rate of two per cent. The Raja of Drangdra likewise speedily responded 
to the call, and circulars were afterwards written by Mr. Malet to all the 
remaining Chiefs and Talookdars in the province. The whole of those who 
have yet sent replies have t^ed to the plan of givii^ one per cent, on their 
tribute, except the Thakoor of Bhownuggur, who wrote in reply that he 
had formerly proposed to give one rupee for each day of the year, but 
his Karbaree had not forwarded his letter, and that he would now reserve 
the point for discussion with Mr. Malet, when he met him, as he had' a number 
of grievances connected with the introduction of certain new regulations into 
his capital to* complain of. I received this letter shortly after Mr. Malet's 
departure, and wrote, in reply, urging him to follow^he example which had been 
set by so many of tihe other Chiefs, ami I ^pd hoped, ere this, to have received 
the Thakoor*s reply agreeing to do so, which 1 ^ve no doubt will eventually 
be sent. In the mean time, however, I beg to submit a statement* showing 
the names of the several Chiefs and Talookdars from whom replies have 
been received up to tb) jfi^ent time, and specifying the amount of tribute paid 
by each, and ^eir respective subscriptions for the general improvement of 
education in Kattywar, calculated upon it 

5. It will be observed from this statement, that the sum already subscrib¬ 
ed is Rs. 4,398-13-1 per annum; and, if all the other Chiefs and Talookdars 
s^ree to the same arrai^miBn^ which there is every prospect of their doing, 
the amount realised durinf* the year from this source will be between nine and 
ten tbottsand Company’s rupees. * Mr. Malet did not addressthe Amrelee and 
Okhmundul Komavisdars^ conaidering that Government would doubtlesi pie^ 

* 4 j 
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fer applying to His Highness the Gadtwar through the Resident Baroda. 
It is not, I hope, too much to expect that His Highness will readily follow the 
example of His Highness the ^uwab of Joonagur, in the higher rate than 
thp other tributaries which he has agreed to pay on his tributto^ and grant two 
per cent, from the whole of his receipts from Katty war for the improvement 
of the system of education throughout the province, in which case, if our 
Govemndhit would be graciously pleased to do the same (and it is surely not 
too much to ask for such a gragd object), it would at once swell the funds 
available for this purpose to upwards of Rs. 30,000 a year. 

6. With so gratifying a prospect before us, as frr as tlie funds required are 
concerned, it is desirable that no time should be lost in commencing the 
erection of a capacious and handsome school'house at Rajkot ; and on this 
point, therefore, 1 shall feel obliged by your obtaining for me the instructions 
of the Honorable Board as to the amount which it is considered proper to 
expend upon the building, and the plan of the college or school in Bombay, 
or elsewhere, best adapted to the purpose, on which it would be advisable to 
erect it. I hope, likewise, that early instructi^s will be issued to the proper 
authorities at the Presidency for the selection of the fittest man that can be 
found for the c^ituation of head Guzerathee master, and of fully qualified men 
for those of Guzerathee teachers in different departments. With such ample 
funds, the establishment of a good English school, undef a tlioroughly 
qualified European master, may probably be eventually contemplated by 
Government; but 1 am myself humbly of opinion that our first efforts should 
be confined to the introduction of the best possible system of vernacular 
education throughout the province ; and with this object, although I would, 
of course, have the head school at Rajkot, I humbly conceive it would be 
necessary to establish branch schools, all of them under teachers educated in 
Bombay, at the most central places in different parts of the province; to 
afford to all desirous of securing fur their children a thoroughly good verna¬ 
cular education the opportunity o(^sending them to one of these schools, from 
which they could afterwards be sent to the head school at Rajkot, if desirous 
of prosecuting their studies in the higher and more difficult branches, instruc¬ 
tion in which would necessarily be*confined in a great measure to the Rajkot 
school. ^11 these branch schools would, of course, be under the entire control 
of the head master at Rajkot, and it would form an important part of bis duty 
to visit them as frequently as possible, and to select from each the most able 
youths for further instruction at Rajkot, provided their parents were willing to 
send them there, for the greater encouragement to which it may hereafter be 
advisable to allot a limited number of scholarships to the Rajkot school. As 
regards an English school, in the present low state of education in Katty war, 
1 doubt not, many might be induced to attend it for a time, but few, I fear, would 
be likel]^ to remain long endugh to obtain more than a.anuittering.of English; 
whereas the same period spent in attendance at a tho^ughly efficient vernacular 
school would suffice for &e attainment of Intolerable education in their awn 
84e « 
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language, and impart to those who had the time and inclination to prosecute 
their studies further a taste for cultivating the higher branches of knowledge, 
so far as they could be taught from Guzerathee works. I am aware that the 
great want of these forms at present a serious objection to confining our effotfs 
to vernacular education alone, but this seems only to make it the more 
incumbent upon us to adopt some more efficacious measures to obtain a supply 
of the necessary works on different subjects in the vernacular language of the 
country, since the education of the great masg of the people, in any language 
but their own, seems, to my humble judgment, altogether impossible. 

7. I offer these observations, howeyer, with much diffidence, as it seemed 
necessary, without delay, to allude to the several points connected with the 
introduction of a new system of education into Kattywar, which are deserving 
of the maturest consideration of Government. The two schoolmasters who 
have now been at Rajkot for so many years, although educated in Bombay, 
appear scarcely to have produced the slightest impression, so that, if the ver¬ 
nacular system is to be adopted, for the present at least it must be evident 
that everything will depend on the head schoolmaster who may be selected 
being a very superior man in every respect; and no expense, therefore, should 
be spared in securing the services of the best man available for the duty in 
Bombay, as well as those of the best qualified subordinate teachers in the 
different branc&s of education. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Lang, 

Acting Political Agent. 

Kattywer PoUlical Agency^ Rajhot, Avgust 1846. 

P.S.—I find that among the Jetwas 'there are four with three female children 
each, and thirteen with two, and among tfie Soomras one with five daughters, 
two with four, thirteen with three, and thirty .vith two each; and shall feel 
obliged by your obtaining the instructions of Government for me, whether 
fmy rewards, sanctioned for the Jharejas, should not be extended to the Jetwas 
and Soomras who have preserved the same^ number of female children. 

(Signed) W. Lang, 

Acting Political Agent. 



CwM of ike Jetma Pojpedation tn Kattyvoarf far ihe Y&xr 1845 . 
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No. 


Census of the Jharya PopvlatsiOHjn 


Maijir. 


Talooxas. 

Total for the Tear end¬ 
ing 1844. 




A. D. 

1846. 




Bom 

If 

lla 

1^2 

We 

Total. 

Deduct. 

Balance. 

Died. 




Under 
|10 Yeara 
of Age. 

Nowanaggur .... 

3645 

14S 

29 

3,823 

m 

15 

76 

2,212 

1,535 

Moorreo. 
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10 

538 


Kl 

16 

311 

211 
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426 

3(1 

23 

479 

■ 
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11 
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215 
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67 

2 
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• • 
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14 
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65 
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53 
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K^tywar,for the Year 1846. 
































































Census of the Soomra Population in Kattytoar, for the Year 1845 . 
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THIS PftOmfCE OF OOZBRAT. 


PoLmoAL Defabtmbwt. 

From A. Malbt, Esq., Secretary to GoFemment, Bombay, 

To Captain W. Lang, Political Agent in Kattywar. * 

• JDated 26(h Ftbrwry 1847 . 

SiR,~I am directed by the Honorable the Governor in Council to acknow¬ 
ledge the receipt of your letter dated the 25th August last, No. 193, submitting 
a report, for tibe year 1845, on Female In&nticide in the province of Kat^war, 
and forwarding the following five returns> 

1. A census of the Jhareja* population of the province of Kattywar 

for the year 1845. 

2. A census of the Jetwa population of Kattywar for 1845. 

3. A census of the Soomra population of Kattywar for 1845. 

4. * A statement of the receipts and disbursements of the Infanticide 

Fund during the year 1845. , 

5. * A statement of the subscriptions agreed to by the Chiefs in Kattywar 

for the support of on educational institution in that province. 

2. The three first statements show the following results, on comparison 
with similar returns for former years• 


Caste. 

No. of Male Population. 

No. of Female Population 

184S. 

1643. 

1644. 

1646. 

1843. 

1843. 

1844 

1846. 

Jhareja ... 

1 

6129 

6176, 

6430 

6617 

1841 

1959 

2175 

2334 

Jetwa .... 

153 

153 

154 

157 

52 

53 

57 

60 

Soomra ... 

j351 

364 

372 

378 

141 

157 

164 

171 


3k The Governor in Council considers this comparison to be very satis¬ 
factory, showing, as it does, an increase in the number of females in the three 
tribes, and it is presumed that you must have been led by misconception to the 
conclusion, expressed in your 1st pa^raph, that ** the Jhareja census is not 
so favourable,** since, although the increase of female children (159, not 165 as 
stated by you) is less than the male, still the proportion is in advance of the 
three preceding years, as shown below:— * 

The proportion of male to female children was 

In 1842, as 3| to I In 1844, as 2i-l to 1, and 

In 1843, as 3| to I In 1845, as 2| to 1 

A result which must be considered as most satisfactory. 

4. It however appears probable, from the circumstances reported in your 
1st paragraph, that concedment of the birth of children still continues to be 
practised in some of the Talookas; but it is to be bop^ that the judicious 

* Oauttod horn this Selectkm j vide notes at pages 649 sad 652. 
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measures you have adopted to ascertain whether such is the (act will result in 
the ascertainment of the real state of the case. 

5. The information communicated in the first part of your 2nd pan^paph 
would be highly satisfactory, were it certain that the censor had exerted him¬ 
self in a manner calculated to be successful in eliciting information on the 
subject of Infanticide, since the period cannot yet have arrived for the crime 
to 1^ held in such abhorrence that those persons who alone from position and 
connexion would be cognisant of it would willingly denounce it. 

6. With reference to the latter part of* your 2nd paragraph, I am directed 
to inform you that the essay on Infanticide by Bhuw Dajee is now in a 
condensed form being printed for circulation in Katlywar. The Governor in 
Council is not, therefore, disposed at present to do more, but the subject will be 
considered at a future period. 

7. It is gratifying to Government to find that there are now so many more 
female children in the families of the Jharejasthan there were in 1834. 

8. As the Infanticide Fund can well bear the expense, the Honorable the 
Governor in Council is pleased to sanction the rewards su^ested in the latter 
part of your 3rd paragraph and in the postscript of your letter, namely 
Rs. 300 to each family with four daughters and upwards, and Rs. 50 to each 
family in which there may be three daughters, the parents having the option 
of receiving the amount either in clothes or money. 

9. It is very satisfactory to Government to find that the subscription of the 
Chiefs in Kattywar towards the establishment of an educational institution in 
that province had increased to Rs. 4,308-13-1 per annum. The Governor in 
Council requests that you will continue to use your utmost endeavours to 
induce all the Chiefs in the province to contribute towards tliis desirable 
object, in which case a yearly revenue of above Rs. 9,000 may be anticipated 
from this source alone ; and as it is probable that other wealthy Natives will 
contribute, it is to be hoped that ere long between ten and eleven thousand 
rupees per annum will be available for educational purposes. 

10. I am directed to transmit for your information a copy of my letter of 
this date to the Officiating Resident at Baroda, from which you will perceive 
that Mr. Andrews has been instructed to^ommunicate with His Highness the 
Gaekwar on this subject, with the view of inducing His Highness to contri¬ 
bute one per cent, on all his receipts from Kattywar towards the support of 
the proposed institution. In the mean time a reference has been made to the 
Board of Education, to ascertain what assistance it will be able to furnish in 
the way of books and of qualified teachers for a vernacular school. 

11. As it is desirable that distinct subjects should be brought before 
Government in separateSbtters, 1 am instructed to request that, in your future 
<;a(Hyespondence, you will keepsthat of education distinct <from Infanticide. . 

I have the honour to be, Ac. 

* (Signed) A. Malbt, 

JBumbay Cattlef 126th February 1847. * Secretary to Government. 
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Minute hy the HonorcibU Mr, Willoughby, Memher of Conndl^ 

' concurred in by the Boards dated the 2Ath March 1848, revieushtg the 
Kattywxr Infanticide Report for the Year 1846. 

^ith the accompanying Infanticide Report* for Kattywar, for the year 
1846, Major Lang, the Political Agent in that province, has forwarded the 
following returns connected with this subject:— 

1«^—^Tables showing the census of the Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra popu* 
lation in Kattywar, at the close of the year 1846. 

2nd, —Abstract tables of ditto ditto ditto. 

3rd.—Comparative tables of the Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra population in 
Kattywar, during the years 1844-45, 1845-46, and 1846-47. 

Aih, —Tables showing the different ages of the Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra 
population at the close of the year 1846. 

6th ,—Returns showing the number of the Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra 
population in Kattywar, of each sex, 'from 10 years to 1 year old, os the 
same stood on the Slst December 1846. 

6th. —Statement of the receipts and disbursements of the Infanticide Fund, 
from the 1st January to the 31st December 1846. 

1th. —A staiement showing that between the 29th July and the 28di 
December 1847, rewards, amounting in the aggregate to the sum of 
Rs. 15,450, were granted by Government amongst 120 Jharejas, 1 Jetwa, 
and 1B Soomras, for preserving their daughters. 

2. The hist of the above returns, as compared with former statements, 
exhibits the following result:— 



1642. 

1843. 

1844. 

1846. 

1846. 

Caste. 

No. of 

No. of 

No. of 

No. of 

NAof 

No. of 

No. of 

No. of 

No. of 

No. of 


Male 

Female 

Male 

Pemnla 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 


Popula- 

Popula- 

Popula- 

Popula- 

Pomi]a- 

tron. 

Popula- 

Popu<a> 

Popula- 

Popula- 

Popu- 


tion. 

tion. 

tion. 

tion. 

tiou. 

tion. 

1 

Clou, 

tiOD. 

latkm. 

Jhareja.. 

6129 

1841 

6176 

1949 

6430 

2175 

6617 

2334 

6601 


Jetwa .. 

153 

51 

1.53 

53 

154 

57 

1.57 


160 

Ira 

Soomra.. 

351 

141 

364 

157a 

372 

164 

378 

171 

382 

■ly 


3. The above table gives the proportionate per-centage noted in the margin 


Tears. 

Jhai^aa. 

Jetwas. 

Soomraa. 

1843 

SO percent. 

33,1, per cent 
84J „ 

40^ per cent 

1843 

oiA »» 

48* » 

1844 

1846 

1840 

89| », 

91 „ 

4^ • i» 

44 t 

„ 


of females to males during the five 
years therein specified. These results 
exhibit during each year a steady 
and satisfactory increase in the 
female portion of these tribes, and 
afford cause for congratulation at 
the very beneficial results which 


* Dated the <fi0th December 1847. This report and its aoeompanyii^ atatementa are 
oautted, the sabstanee being contained in the above Minute. 

85 o . 
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have attended the measures adopted by Government for the suppression of 
Female Infanticide in Kattywar. 

4. The return marked B shows the number of female children in each of 
the Jhareja, Jetvva, and Soomra families, to have been as follows at the closp of 
the year 1846 ;— 


Tribe. 

Havinfc 1 
Daughter 
• alive. 

Having 2 
Daughters 
alive. 

Having 3 
Daughters 
alive. 

Having 4 
Daughters 
alive. 

Having 6 
Daughters 
alive. 

Having 0 
Daughters 
alive. 

Jhnrcja. 

1172 

397 

113 

27 

2 

1 

Jetwa . 

25 

16 

6 

• • 

• • 

9 • 

Soonira. 

63 

35 

11 

2 

5 

• • 


5. From Statement C it appears that the proportion of unmarried and 
unbetrotlied to married females, of these tribes, was as follows at the close of 
tlie year 1846:— 


Tribe. 

Total 
No. of 
Females. 

Married 

and 

Widows. 

Betrothed. 

Unhe* 

trothed. 

Jhareja. 

2429 

627 

298 

1504 

Jetwa. 

75 

16 

18 

41 

Soomra. 

199 

58 

29 

112 


6. The great proportional increase in the number of female Jhareja children 
from 10 years old and under, alive at the close of the yeai’ 1846 (vide Table 
£), as compared with the numbers of the same age ascertained to be alive in 
the year 1834, is in the highest degree satisfactory: Major Lang, however, 
expresses a doubt whether the census fon the year 1846 can be relied on with 
sufficient confidence to admit of a coaiparisou being drawn for former years. 


ITmler Under Under Under gnder Under Under Under Under Under 

10 ]rfiuii| 0 jean 8 yean 7 yean 8 years S yean 4 years 8 yean 8 years 1 year 

Yearn. of age. of age. of nge. of age. of age. of age. ofoge. of age. of oge, of age. 


1834. 

1840. 

Increase .• 


M.l 


M. V. U. V. M. V. M. F. M. F. | H. F. M. F. M. F. 


123] 33' 41 06 

143 1001311131122 

SOllol’flOl 83] 20| 60| 


76 43 

93| 

1 36 

80 

63 

CO 

WH 

83110 

188 

159 

218 

177 

|154 


67 03|l23|l29|l24| 36| 


40!108: 35ll03| 
1452101 

1051081 


4613(M 
182|818|S53|189| 

I47|215|207 50| 


44 

171 

127 


7. As compared with the returns for former years, the errors in the census 
for the year 1846, if anv^are, 1 am inclined to believe, but trifling: as far, there¬ 
fore, as the results abofe shown can be relied on, the number of male children 
from 10 years of age and under amounted in 1834 to 979, and the female to 
394. At t^e close of the year 1846, being an interval of twelve years, the male 
children between the same ages had increased from 979 to 1,764, and the 
female from 394 to 1,503. The female children from the age of ten downwards 
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bore in 1834 the proportions of about 40 per cent, to the malei while in 1846 
this per-centage had increased to 85. 

8. The enclosure marked 6 is a list of persons to whom rewards have been 
granted by Government for having preserved their daughters. These rewards 
were ordered to be bestowed in the Government letter of the 26th February 
1847, at the rate of Rs. 300 to each Jhareja, Jetwa, or Soomra family with 
four daughters and upwards, and Rs. 50 to each family with three daughters. 
The sum already expended on this account has amounted to Rs. 15,450, and 
Major Lang states that Rs. 2,150 more will still be required, if all the heads of 
the himilies entitled to receive the rewards accept of them. The amount already 
expended on this account, and the further sum required, should be sanctioned,, 
and Major Lang should be informed that the course he adopted while distri¬ 
buting these presents, as reported in his 3rd paragraph, was judicious, and is 
approved by Government. 

9. The balance in favour of the Infanticide Fund at the close of 1845 
amounted to the sum of Rs. 1,25,713-3-10, and the receipts during, the year 
1846 amounted to Rs. 8,899-1-3, making the total balance at the close of l8tt6 
Rs. 1,34,612-5-1; deducting from this amount the cost of the Infanticide 
establishment • Rs. 833-14-5), the assistance afforded to Jharejas to meet the 
marriage expenses of their daughters (Rs. 1,186-5-6), and the presents alluded 
to In the preceding paragraph (Rs. 15,460), the sum of Rs. 1,17,142-1-2 re¬ 
mained to the credit of the Fund at the close of the year 1847. One lakh of 
tliis amount has, under instructions issued by Government in April 1847, been 
vested in the five per cent, loan, the interest being applied for educational pur¬ 
poses in Kattywar. 

10. With reference to the disproportion pointed out (paragraph 7) in the 
number of births among the Jhareja and^Soomra population as compared with 
the Jetwa, Major Lang should cautipn the censors to be most careful in their 
method of obtaining information, or inaccuracies will inevitably creep into the 
returns, which will greatly detract irom their value. 

11. In the lOdi pan^raph Major Lang states:—“ There has been no accu¬ 
sation of Infanticide made against any of these tribes during the year under 
review, nor has the censor, in the coarse of his six months’ tour through the 
whole of the Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra Talookas, heard of any person having 
been suspected of the crime.” This information is very satisfectory. 

12. With reference to paragraph 11, Major Lang may be referred to the 
Government letter to his address of the 20th January last, forwarding to him, 
for distribution in Kattywar, a laige numbm* of copies of the essay on Infanti¬ 
cide lately published. Major Lang may be informed, that we are abont tot 
issue a 'notification inviting the production of further essays on this subj^t. 

13. The Infanfidfie establisWent may, as recommended in pan^raph 12, 

be paid from the Ist January 1848, iu the Company’s rupee, without any deduc¬ 
tion on account of exchange. (Signed) J. F. Wiiaovobbt. 

G. Clbrk. 

* L. R. Raw. 


24f5 March 1848. 
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Political Dbpastmbmt. 

From Captain W. Lano, Political Agent in Kattyuvar^ 

To A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 30tA Dumber 1848.'* 

Sir, —I have the honour herewith to forward the usual census returns* of the 
Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra population of Kattywar for the year 1847,toge6ier 
with the account current, required to accompany it, of the receipts and dis¬ 
bursements of the Infanticide Fund during the same period. 

2. The Jhareja returns show an increase of the male population of 259, 
with a decrease of 16, the former being in seventeen Talookas, and the 
latter in five. The increase of females is 352 in twenty-three Talookas, and 
the decrease 2 in two. The number of males born is 217, and of females 
192. The remainder of the increase shown in these returns consists of the 
males and females who are stated tq be ** newly residing in the several Taloo¬ 
kas,** and who amount to the large number of 263 males, and 245 females. 
I^irt))A» either of male or female children, however, are shown in every one of 
the^hirty Talookas comprised in these returns, and in most of them of both, 
twenty of them showing sons bom, and twenty-six out of the thirty daughters. 

3. The number of new residents shown in these returns is so great when 
compared with those for former years as to excite some doubt whether mis¬ 
takes may not have been committed in the registry; and the number of females 
amounting so nearly to that of males, there being only a difference of eighteen, 
affords still stronger ground for suspicion, inasmuch as the wives and mothers 
of the new residents ought not of course to be counted, and, if we make due 
allowance for these, the preponderance of daughters over sons amongst them 
must be greater than is almost possible. The second censor was employed 
from the beginning of the present year, and a number of families have been 
discovered in fg^ost of the Talookas who w/;re not included in former returns. 
Many of these have been included in thp census now submitted, and this satis¬ 
factorily accounts % some increase; but I have impressed on both the censors 
the necessity of more particular inquiry during their next tour. 

4. The Jetwa census shows 10 males born and 8 females, during the year 
under review. The inci^ase from newly discovered or newly arrived families 
of this tribe is likewl^ very great, adding to the return 75 males and 38 
females ,* but the comparative numbers of the two sexes are more in proportion 
to what we might expect The net increase of this portion of the Bajpoot 
population of the province is 68 males and 41 females, without any decrease in 
any of the Talookas in which they reside. 

5. The returns of th& Soomra tribe show 14 sons and 10 daughters 
bom, and also a large inmase of new residents, amounting to 44'males 
and 45 females, and give a net increase of 37 males hi the Nowanuggur 
^and Dherol Ifalookas, and a decrease of 8 in that of Moorvee, with an 
increase of 59 females in all the tiiree Talookas. The equality of the 

* These retams are omitted, their aubetence being embodied in this r(ip(nt» and in the Go- 
venuaeni;r^ly dated the 2nd Masidi 1849. 
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numbers of both sexes newly entered in the census of this tribe is not so much 
to be wondered at, as the Emilies intermarry, and all the females might there¬ 
fore properly be included. The whole of this increase, however, both in tiie 
Jetwa and Soomra tribes, as well as in the Jhareja, will be further tested when 
the censors proceed on their tours during the ensuing year, which I m^e 
them perform this year quite separately, and shall continue to do. 

6. The account current of the Infenticide Fund shows a total amount oS 
receipts of Rs. 2,369-6-2, but this includes Rs. 347-3-6 on account of antici¬ 
pated interest on the lakh of rupees invested in die five per cent. loan, which 
ought not to have appeared in this account, and has since been transfinred 
to the Education Fund. The disbursements are Rs, 16,450 on account of 
presents to those having three daughters and upwards, as sanctioned by 
Government; Rs. 5,062-5-0 for assistance to fourteen Jharejas to defray the 
expenses of marrying their daughters (Rs. 1,000 of which, having only been 
given on loan, will be refunded as agreed upon), and Rs. 876-8-5 on account of 
establishment, making a total of Rs. 21,388-13-5; and the balance left in fiivour 
of the Fund is Rs. 13,572-9-11, after deducting the amount of the abovemieri- 
tioned investment on account of education. 

7. There ^ avc been no accusations of Infanticide during the year under 

review, nor has either of the censors during his tour heard of any cases 
being suspected. I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Lano, Political Agent. 

Kattywar Political Agency^ Camp Wamvovar^ 30/A Dec, 1848. 


PouTicAL Department. 

From A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To Major W. Lang, Political Agent in Kattywar. 

* Dat^ 2nd March 1849. 

Sir,— I am directed by the Riglft Honorable the GovemdllFin Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 181, dated the 30th December las^ 
submitting a report on Infanticide in Kattywar during the year 1847, accom¬ 
panied by a census of the Jhareja, Jetwa,and Soomra population of that province, 
and a statement of the receipts andriisbursements of the In&nticide Fund. 

2. In reply, I am desired to observe, that the table entered below exhibits 
a comparison of the census return for the year of report, with the returns of 
the three preceding years:— 


Tribe. 


1848. 1844. 1848. 1846. 


1847. 


SB' 



Jhareja 

|6176i 

959 

430 

|2175 

6617 

Jetwa. 

15di 

53 

154 

57 

157 

Soomra 

364 

157 

372 

164 

378 


1334166012429ki8 
60i 1691 75 
171 38B 19^ 


144^2779 
2371 116 
411 248 
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3. The per*centage at the time of report of females to males, deduced from 
the above table, is— 


Years. 

Jhar^a. 

Jetwa. 

Soomra. 

1843 .. 

31 1 ’l, per cent. 

34f 

per cent. 

43iV per cent. 

1844 .. 

m „ 

37 

II 

44* 

]84j .. 

pi 

381 

11 

45* „ 

I84(; .. 

30^ If 

44} 

II 

52* „ 

1847 .. 

40j 

44 

II 

60* „ 


4. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council, hovrever, perceives that 
you entertain very considerable doubts as to whether errors have not been 
committed by the censors in their returns, and trust that you will, witli this 
impression, adopt whatever measures may occur to you as best adapted for 
preventing inaccuracies in the returns for future years. 

5. Making, however, a due allowance for the present returns not being in 
every respect to be implicitly relied upon, the general results now reported de¬ 
monstrate the very beneficial effects that have attended the measures so judi¬ 
ciously and vigorously carried out by the Honorable Mr. Willoughby for the 
suppression of Female Infanticide, during the period when he was formerly in 
political charge of the province of Katty war. 

6. The intimation contained in the last paragraph of your letter, that there 
have been no accusations of Infanticide during the year under review, and 
that neither of the censors during his tour had heard of any cases being 
suspected, is highly gratifying, as showing the efficacy of the measures which 
have been adopted in the province of Kattywar for the extinction of that 

revolting crime. ^ 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

C 

(Signed) A. Malbt, 

Bombay Castlef^nd March 1849. ^ Chief Secretary. 

Political Department. 

From Major W. Li^o, Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To A. Malet, EU^., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Baled 22nd Beeember 1849. 

Sir, —I have the honour to forward herewith the usual annual returns of the 
Jhareja, Soomra, and Jetwa population of this province for the year 1848, 
together with the account current required to be submitted with tiiese state¬ 
ments, showing die receipt and disbursements of the Infanticide Fund during 
the same period, ^ 

2. The Jhareja census shows a total of 304 male children bom, and 261. 
female ; the Soomra 26 of each sex; and the Jetwa 11 males and 12 females. 
The toUd increase of Jhareja males is 460, with a decrease of*48 ; and of 
females 332, and 21 respectively. That of Soomras 66 males and 60 females, 
with no decrease of either sex; and that of Jetwas 19 males and 17 females, with 
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a decrease of one female. There is still, therefore, some disproportion in the 
number of Jhareja daughters bom to that of sons, but in every other respect 
I doubt not these returns will be considered satisfactory,* as far they can be 
expended on. 

3. The number of Jhareja males newly entered in these statements is 446, 
and of Jhareja females 202; that of Soomras 32 of the former, and 35 of the 
latter ; and that of Jetwas 16 males and 10 females. It will be seen, however, 
that a great many Talbokas have been added to the Jhareja returns, which 
accounts for a good deal of this increased population of that tribe, and the 
proportion of females to males is not greater than might be expected, when it is 
borne in mind that the sisters, as well as the daughters of all newly discovered 
Jharejas, are entered in the census. It will also be observed that 15(l Jhareja 
males and 49 females are shown to have left the several Talookas during the 
year, and 6 Jetwa males and 3 females, but none of the Soomra tribe. Every 
care has been taken to render these returrfs as correct as possible, and this will 
be continued ; but 1 regret to have to report that the second censor died in 
May last, and 1 have not yet been able satisfactorily to supply his place. 

4. The amount on the credit side of the Infanticide Fund account is 
Rs. 17,397*7'3, including the former balance of Rs. 13,572-9-11. The dis¬ 
bursements are Rs. 3,875 for assistance to twenty Jharejas in defraying tlie 
expenses of their daughters* marriages ; Rs. 1,100 for rewards to two Jharejas, 
for preserving four daughters each, and to ten for having three daughters each 
alive; and Rs. 1,580-7-6 on account of establishment, making a total of 
Rs. 6,555-7-6, and leaving a balance in favour of the Infanticide Fund of 
Rs. 10,841-15-9 at the end of the year under review. 

5. There were no accusations of Infanticide brought to the notice of either 
of the censors during the year now reported on, but information was lately 
given of a suspicious case of the birtlt of twin daughters several years ago 
to Jhareja Dajee Wajerajee, of the village of Piloorec, in the Mborvee Talooka, 
and their death immediately afterwards without any report hping been made of 
the circumstance. The informer has a claim for some land in the tillage, 
which has led to considerable enmity between him and the Grasia, who is also 
involved in a dispute at present with the Moorvee authorities. There are dis¬ 
crepancies, however, in the accounts given by the Grasia and his wife, and 
others, about the birth and death of these children, and no report on the subject 
appears ever to have been received at Rajkot. The weight due to this circum¬ 
stance, however, will depend materially on the time when it occurred, about 
which the statements of the informer and the Grasia differ by several years. 
Further inquiry is therefore necessary, which will be carefully held by my 
Assistant, Mr. Barr, on the spot, and as the Grasia has preserved two other 
daughters, 1 trust the suspicion against him will be satis&ctorily cleared up. 

I have the h(»u>ur to be, Ac. 

• (Signed) W. Lang, Political Agent. 

KaUywaT Political Agency, Camp Purdhuree, 212nd Pec, 1849. 



668 


SUPPRESSION OF INFANTICIDE IN 


Census of the Jhar^u Pcpulation in 


Nil. 

Talookas. 





Males. 




Total for the Year end¬ 
ing 1847. 




A. D. 1846. 



f 

Born 

■!h 

Total. 

Deduct. 

Balance. 

Died, 

Left the 
Countrr. 

Total 

Above 
•It) Years 
of Age. 

Under 
^10 Years 
of Age. 

1 

Nowanuggur .... 

3,840 

154 

35 

4,029 

8£ 

. 5S 

144 

2,430 

1,455 

2 

Moorvee. 

536 


43 

609 

2i 

• « 

24 

347 

238 

3 

Dherol Surnfdur .. 

480 

28 

22 

530 

8 

, , 

8 

297 

225 

4 

Rftjkot. 

51 

1 

• • 

52 

S 

• . 

2 

32 

18 

B 

Gondul. 

591 


64 

687 

31 

27 

58 

381 

248 

6 

Kotra Sanmnee .. 

69 


• ■ 

73 

1 

2 

3 

42 

28 

7 

Veerpoor Khureree, 

104 

7 

21 

132 

3 

7 

10 

79 

43 

8 

l)rappa. 

192 

5 


197 

4 


4 

'109 

84 

9 

Mallia Kakrechee . 

64 

.1 

» • 

65 

2 

*3 

5 

42 

18 

10 

Jhallia Dewanee .. 

50 


• • 

53 

2 


2 

29 

22 

11 

Khurepsra . 

57 


1 

61 

1 

, a 

1 

36 

34 

12 

Lodeeka . 

49 

1 

5 

55 

• • 

4 

4 

29 

22 

13 

Gowreedur. 

26 

1 

« ■ 

27 

1 

a a 

1 

13 

13 

14 

Shahpoor. 

24 

2 

a a 

26 

. • 

. • 

9 m 

13 

13 

15 

Rajpoora. 

45 

9 

• « 

54 

3 

4 

7 

27 

20 

16 

Meugnee.. 

31 

• • 

• m 

31 

• • 

9 • 

9 9 

15 

100 

17 

Bhadwa . 

9 



9 




5 

4 

18 

Satodor Wowree.. 

108 

3 

38 

149 

5 

• a 

5 

95 

49 

19 

Mooleeladeree .... 

142 

3 

4 

149 

a ■ 

48 

48 

62 

39 

20 

Gutka . 

30 

3 

• • 

33 

a • 

• • 

, a 

15 

18 

21 

Kotaria . 

11 

1 

a • 

12 

• fl 

a a 

• • 

5 

7 

22 

Paal . 

14 

» • 

•'a. 

14 

a 


9 9 

9 

5 

23 

Seesang Chandlee . 

101 

4 

• m 1 

105 

n 

O 


3 

57 

45 

24 

Kotra Nyajee .... 

53 

, • 

f • • 

5*1 

2 

a a 

2 

29 

22 

25 

Veerwa . 

2 



2 




2 


26 

•Mowa -..... 

8 


• • 

‘ i 




6 

2 

27 

Kaksiallee . 

8 



8 




5 

3 

28 

Wudalee. 

9 

i 


^BTil 




6 

4 

29 

Wankaneer. 

11 

1 

• • 

’ 12 

• • 

i 

a » 


6 

6 

30 

Hulwud Drangdif> 

129 

7 

11 

147 

2 

! 6 

7 

74 

66 

31 

Bhownuggur .... 

• • 

• • 

143 


• « 

• 9 

• • 

84 

59 

32 

Wadwan. 

■ • 

« • 

10 


t • 

• • 

• * 

6 

4 

33 

Lathee. 



8 

8 




3 

a 

34 

Palitana . 

• a 


13 

13 

1 • 

0 • 

• • 

8 

5 

35 

Than Luktur .... 

• « 


6 

6 

• 9 

• 9 

• 9 

3 

3 

36 

Limree . 

a • 


5 

5 

• tt 

S • 

m m 

4 

1 

37 

Kurol . 



4 

4 





2 

38 

Keejrioo .. 

ft 


4 

4 




2 

2 

39 

Budwana . 

• « 

a a 

1 

1 

a 


9 • 

1 

■ ■ 

40 

Ankeewalia 

• • 

a a 

mi 

mi 

f • 

t • 

9 9 

3 

1 

41 

Gudoola . 

a 

• • 

• • 

B 

B 

• « 

• • 

9 9 

3 

1 


Total.. .. 1 

6,844 

m 

446 

7,594 

179 

159 

338 

hBDBBI 

2,840 
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Kattyvxntf for ih» Year 1848 . 


FB1CAI.EIS. 


• 



• 




Aa S 

. 1848. 







r 

Total, end of 1847 





Oednet. 





Total. 

Incteaae. 

Decceafie. 

Born. 

ill 

jj. 

Total. 

Born 

and 

Died. 

Died. 

SI 

Total. 

9 

Balance, 


• 

3,B85 

45 


1,55^> 

116 

11 

1,684 

• m 

34 

12 

,46 

1,638 

81 


585 

49 


209 


18 

257 

7 

12 

9 9 

19 

238 

29 

522 

42 


211 

27 

15 

253 

5 


9 9 

7 

246 

35 


50 

fl 9 

1 

33 

1 

■ • 

34 

1 


• • 

1 

33 

a a 


629 

38 


255 

27 

29 

311 ' 

4 

11 

11 

26 

285 

30 


70 

1 


26 

5 


31 

3 

1 

1 

5 

26 

a a 


122 

18 


44 

6 

6 

56 


1 

2 


53 

9 


193 

1 


67 

11 

• • 

78 

1 

1 

. • 

2 

76 

9 


60 

• • 

4 

31 

1 

• m 

32 

1 

1 

2 

4 

28 

a a 

*3 

51 

1 


23 

4 

m V 

27 


a a 


9 9 

27 

4 


60 

■ 


22 


6 

28 

■ • 

9 9 


9 9 

28 

6 


51 

H 


15 

1 


16 

a 0 

1 


1 

15 

f a 


26 

B 


7 

• • 

9 • 

7 

9 9 




7 

• a 


26 

B 


5 

• • 

• • 

5 

a a 

, , 



5 

a a 


47 

■ 


13 

3 

2 

18 

• 9 

1 

1 

2 

16 

3 


31 

■ 

. , 

11 

2 

m m 

13 

• 9 

a a 


9 9 

13 

2 


9 



4 

• • 

m • 

4 

a a 

• 9 


9 9 

4 

a a 


144 

36 


45 

8 

11 

64 

a • 

1 


1 

63 

18 


101 

t E 

41 

57 

3 

2 

62 

a a 

2 

is 

20 

42 

• a 

i’s 

33 



17 

• 0 


17 

a a 

1 


1 

16 

a a 

1 

12 

1 


5 

, , 


1,5 


• • 


9 9 

5 

a a 

a a 

14 



5 

1 


6 

’l 

■ a 


1 

5 

9 9 

a a 

102 

1 


36 



43 

a a 

3 


3 

40 

4 

a a 

51 

• • 

*2 

18 



€1 

1 

3 


4 

17 

a a 

1 

2 

• • 


2 


.. a 

2 

• 

9 9 




2 

a a 

• • 

8 

• • 


2 

1 


3 

• 9 




3 

1 

a • 

8 

• • 


4 

« 9 


4 

m 9 




4 

• 9 

9 9 

10 

1 


4 

# » 

• * • 

4 

9 9 




4 

a a 

a a 

12 

1 


11 

2 


13 





13 

• 9 

9 9 

140 

11 


40 

2 

*3 

45 

9 9 

4 

b 

b 

39 

• 9 

1 

143 

143 




61 

61 

« 9 




61 

61 

• a 

10 






7 

9 9 




7 

7 

a a 

8 

8 





3 

9 9 




3 

3 

a • 

13 

13 




10 

10 

1 • • 




10 

10 

a • 

6 





2 

2 

1 

1 ^ ^ 




2 

• 9 

• • 

5 

5 




1 

1 

\ 

9 9 




1 

1 

1 * * 

4 

4 




0 • 

• • 

9 9 


a 


a a 

a a 

a • 

4 

4 





2 

9 9 




2 

2 

a m 

1 

1 




Bl 

5 

9 9 




5 

5 

a • 

4 

4 


■M 


Kl 

4 

9 9 




4 

4 

a ■ 

4 

4 

R 

Bfll 


Bl 

4 

9 9 




4 

4 

a • 

7»26 6 

460 

48 

2,779 

261 

202 


i 24 

79 

49 

152 

3,090 

332 

21 


86 Q 
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, Censtts of the Jetwa Popukitwn in Katlywar, for the Year 1848. 
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SUPPRESSION OF INFANTICIUB IN 


* 

Minute hy the Honorable Mr. Willoughby, concurred in by the Honorable 
Mr. Blane, dated 18/A June 1850. 

1. The accompanying report from Major Lang, on Infanticide in the pro^ 
vince of Kattywar during the ym 1848, is accompanied by the usual returns, 
namely,— 

let .—A census (for the year 1848) of the Jhareja, Soomra, and Jetwa 
population ; and 

2nd .—A statement of the receipts and disbursements of the Infanticide 
Fund (during the year 1848). 

2. During the year of report the ascertained male and female births bore 
the following proportions:— 


Tribe. 

Malcsk 

Females. 

Preponderanco 
of Males over 
Females. 

Jhareja .... 

304 

261 

43 

Soomra .... 

25 

25 

None. 

Jetwa. 

11 

12 

Do. 


3. The first of these returns, as compared with the five years preceding, 
exhibits the following results:— 


Tribe. 


Jhareja 

Soomra 

Jetwa 


1643. 


1844. 


1846. 


1840. 


1847. 


1848. 


'8 g, *8 li 'S'l, © 5.1 

. o • O *0 *0 J o 

gn go. go. go. 


I' 




6176|1959|6430|2175|661<7 
364, 157| 372i 164, 378 
153| 63j 154 57f 157 


2334)6600 2429|6844|2779 
171 3821 199 411 248| 


72533090 


4661 


308 


d0| 169 75 237) 116 256, 132 


4. The proporticriate per-centage of females to males, deduced from the 
above table, is as under:— 


Years. 

Jha>q}aa. 

Soomras. 

Jetwaa. 

1843 .. 


43iV per cent. 

34{- per cent. 

1844 .. 


44tV 


37 

1845.. 


4H 

9 » 

38f • „ 

1846 .. 


52tV 

99 

44i 

1847 .. 


60i 

99 

44 

1848.. 

iHi 

66A 

99 

SH 
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5. These results Are very satisfoctory, as exhibitiiig asiea4ily progresi{ii|^' 
increase in the female as compared with the male p<^uIation o^l^tiyWar* 

6. The expenditure of the Infanticide Fnnd during th6 ;^ear of npori^ 
aipounted to the sum of Rs. 6,655^7-6, the balance to the credit of the Fun^ 
being Rs.‘ 10,841-15-9, independently of one la)thof rupees being vested in th»‘ 
five per cent, loan for educational purposes in Kattywar. 

7. The result of Mr. Barr’s subsequent investigation into the imputation ' 
of twin daughters of Jhareja Dajee, of Pilooree, having died under suspicious 
circumstances shortly after their birth, alluded to in the last paragraph of the 
report, has shown that there were no grounds for the allegatimi. 

(Signed) J. P. Wiliouohby. 

D. A. Blanb. 

Political Dbpabtmbnt. 

From Major W. La no. Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

. Camp DewlyOf dir/ Decemher 1850. 

Sir, —I have the honour herewith to submit the usual census of the Jhareja, 
Jetwa, and Soomra population of this province for 1849, together with the 
other returns required triennially, which are likewise due this year, the last 
having been transmitted with my letter of the 30th December 1847, forwarding 
the census for the preceding year. The account current of receipts and dis¬ 
bursements of the Infanticide Fund for the year 1849 is also sent herewith. 

2. The Jhareja census, now forwarded, shows a total of 288 males and 278 
females born during the year under review, with an increase of 108 males in 
twenty-five Talookas, and a decrease df 10 in four; and an increase of 157 
females in seventeen Talookas, and a decrease of 12 in seven. There are 
twelve Talookas in which there b neither increase nor decrease in the male 
population, and seventeen in which the female population is the same as in 
the preceding 'year; and there are fourteen out of the foity-one Talookas 
included in the Jhareja returns in which no male children have been bom 
during the year, sixteen in which there have been no females, and ten in which 
no children of either sex have been born. These forty-one Talookas, however* 
include thirteen which have some Jhareja femilies residing in them, besides 
the twenty-eight Jhareja Talookas which are those first entered in the census; 
and it is almost entirely in the former that the blanks occur, there being 
only one Jhareja Talooka without a birth at all, and six without any births 
of daughters. 

3. The Soomra census shows a total of 16 male and 18 female children bom 
during the year, with np increase in the male populatUm pf either of the three 
Talookas copprised inthe returns, but a decrease of 4 in the Dherol Talqoka, 
and an increase of 3 females in the Npwanuggur and Dherol Talookas, and 
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% decrease of the same number in that of Moonree. Tliere Save been births 
both of male and female children in all Uiree Talookas. 

4. The Jetwa census shows a total of 4 male and 5 feimde children boro 
during the year, widi no increase in the male population, but a decrease 5 
in the Poorbunder and Dherol Tidookas, and an increase of 9 in the female 
population of the three Talookas of Nowannggar, Poorbunder, and Dherol, 
without any decrease in eithm*. There have been births of daughters in all 
three Talookas, and of sons also in all except Dherol. 

5. The number of Jhareja males newly entered in these returns is 44, and of 
females 22, and the numbers shown as having left the several Talookas 99 
males and 43 females; among the males there have been 136 deaths, and 
among the females 110. The Soomra males and females newly entered in the 
returns of that tribe are 1 and 2 respectively ; and those who have left the 
several Talookas, 11 of the former and 12 of the latter. 10 Soomra males 
have died, and 8 females. In the Jetwa returns 1 male and 5 females are 
newly entered, and 4 of the former but none of the latter shown as having 
left the several Talookas, and 6 males and I female have died among 
the Jet was. 

6. The total number of the Jhareja male population above the ^e of six* 
teen is 4,473, that of the Soororas 271, and that of the Jetwas 150. The total 
number of births among the Jharejas is 566, that among the Soomras 34, and 
that among the Jetwas 9. The biiths, therefore, in the two foimer tribes are 
about one to every eight males above the age of puberty, but among the Jetwas 
there is only about one to every seventero grown-up males. This is even a 
greater dispropoition than that remarked in forwarding the last triminial 
returns, and I have called the attention of the censors to it. The proportion of 
female children to males in all the tribes is now so nearly equal, and the pro¬ 
gressive increase of the female population ^ regular, that, if the returns can be 
depended upon in other respects, therq would aopear to be every ground for 
believing that the practice of Infanticide {nust have become almost entirely 
extinct in this province. 

7. When the census for 1846 was forwarded with my report of the 25th 
August 1846, there were *2 Jliargas with'fvve daughters each, 19 with four, 
105 with three, and SfOwith two; also 1 Soomra with five, 2 with four, Id 
with three, and 30 vrith two; and 4 Jetwas with three, and 13 with two daugh¬ 
ters each. By the returns now submitted, there are 1 Jhareja with six daugh¬ 
ters, il with five, 49 with four, 159 with three, and 522 with two ; 6 Soomras 
with five daughters, 3 with four, 19 with three, and 54 with two; and 2 
Jetwas with four daughters eai^, 11 with three, and 23 with two. There are 
still 1,215 more male Jhaiff^as than female under 20 years of age, 23 mere 
Soomras, and 16 more Jetwas ; but of the number of Jharejas above the age 
of puberty, amounting, as stated above, to 4,47^ neaify one-haff, or 2,201,are 
iftrasm in the Jlresent returns to have daughters, tiieie being, in addition to 
Ihoae fnentkmed above, 1,459 whh one ^ghtw each. In the two other 
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tiribes the results shown in this respect are still more satisiactory, there behigp^ 
among the 271 Soomras above the age of puberty, 183 with female children^ 
and among the 160 Jetwas 90; 101 of the former tribe, and 64 of the latter, 
having one daughter each, over and above the number before stated as having' 
two and upwards.. The whole of these results will, I doubt not, be considered 
by Government to be very gratifying. 

8. The statements at the end of these returns show the male and female 
children of the different tribes under ten years of age, and, as stated in my re* 
port of the 30th December 1847, 1 have had entirely new tables of this 
description framed by the second censor. The present statements have been 
made out chiefly from his returns, and they are satisfactory as establishing the 
general correctness of the former census, but they must not yet be implicitly 
depended upon as regards the details of the different ages. The second censor 
died in 1849, as already reported, and I have only lately been able to supply 
his place with a steady, trustworthy man. *Both the censors have again been 
directed carefully to compare their tables of this description, and to pay the 
greatest attention in their tours through the different Talookas to the correc¬ 
tion of any errors they may find in them. These statements show 2,138 
Jhareja males, and 1,849 females under ten years of age, or an excess of 289 
male children; 162 Soomra males, and 149 females, or an excess of three 
male children ; and 77 Jetwa males and 80 females, or an excess in this tribe 
of 3 female children. 

9. The account current of the Infanticide Fund shows a former balance 
of Rs. 10,841-16-9, and the amount of receipts for the year under review is 
Rs. 3,099-0-0, making a total of Rs. 13,940-16-9. The disbursements 
amount to Rs. 6,200 for marri^e donations to twenty-seven Jhaiejas, to assist 
tliem in the marriage of thirty-three daughters; Rs. 460 on account of rewards 
to four of the Jharejas who did no^ berore receive them, for having, one of 
them, four daughters, and the others threpeach; and Rs. 1,423-8-3 for pay and 
batta to the Infanticide establishm^t, making a total of Rs. 7,073-8-3, and 
leaving a balance in favour of the fund of Rs. 6,867-7-6. 

10. There were no accusations of Infanticide made during the year under 
review, except that alluded to in the* concluding paragraph of my last report, 
dated 22nd December 1849, which was fully investigated by my Assistant, Mr. 
Barr, and reported in my letters of the 16th and 19th February last, and the 
accused fully acquitted in your reply of the 19th March following. The other 
case of false accusation, reported on in my letter of the 26th September, and 
disposed of in Mr. Secretary Goldsmid’s reply of the 26th October last, be¬ 
longs properly to the present year. 

11. When I lately met His Highness the Jam at Balumba, 1 found him 
still fully alive to the necessity of making some arrangement for decreasing the 
heavy expense attending the marriage of the daughters of Bsjpoots in general, 
and Jharejas ig particular. Mr. Ogilvy had kindly got His Highness the Bao 
to send over three agents on His Highnesses part to discuss the subject, several 
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communications, since I last met the Jam, having passed between him and 
the Rao regarding it. I had also influential Rajpoots with me, belonging to 
Jhallawar and other ])arts of the province, all most willing, as far as I could 
ascertain, to enter into any arrangements which their superior Chiefs might 
consider practicable. I found the Kutch Agents, however, still in fltvour of 
alliances with the Rajpoot families in Rajpootana, and they seemed to think 
that, by giving daughters not only to the Chiefs themselves, but also to other 
members of their families, and even to their superior subordinate Chiefs, there 
would be an ample opening made to dispose of all the daughters of our 
superior Jhareja Chiefs; and that, in cases where alliances were formed with 
others than the Chiefs themselves of Rajpootana, the honour and dignity of 
the Jhareja Chiefs would be sufficiently upheld by getting all other suitors for 
their daughters’ hands to come to their capitals to be married. 1 remember, 
however, that this very practice of getting the bridegroom to come to their 
houses to be married, was one of the principal sources of expense complained 
of by the Edur Puttawuts and other Rajpoots in that part of the country, who 
look upon it as derogatory to send their daughters to be married, as is univer¬ 
sally done in this province ; and 1 pointed this out to the Jam and the Kutch 
Agents, and urged the necessity of making some arrangement, the benefit of 
which would not be confined to the principal Chiefs, but extend to all the 
inferior classes of Rajpoots subject to them, whether belonging to the Jhareja 
or any of the other tribes. 

12. After sundry consultations, the Jam came one morning with the Kutch 
Agents, and told me that they were fully satisfied that the only measure they 
could adopt, likely to be generally beneficial, was to introduce the custom of 
giving their daughters in marriage in the most respectable families from which 
they now received their wives; but i^they confined themselves, in disposing of 
their daughters, to this part of the counpy, it would be necessary that the 
other Chiefs, to whom they would in ^at case b^* obliged to give them, should 
join them in a general arrangement for the disposal of their daughters also 
in the families of inferior Chiefs to those with whom they had heretofore been 
in the habit of forming marriage alliances. The Jam, therefore, proposed that 
1 should speak to the I^ja of Drangdra and the Rana of Poorbunder and 
others on the subject, sjB both he and the Kutch Agents stated that if all would 
agree to enter into this arrangement, they were fully prepared to do so, and 
that the opportunity of the Jam’s daughter’s marriage a few months hence, 
when influential agents from all the other Rajpoot Talookas would be pi'esent 
at Nowanu^ur, might be taken for concluding it. 1 have since spoken to the 
Raja of Drangdra and the ^akoor of Moorvee on the subject, and both appear 
to be most willing to agreelo whatever the Kutch and Nowanuggur authorities 
may require to get this arrangement effected ; and 1 have also ascertained from 
the Raja, who is the principal Chief to whom both the Rao and the Jam would 
in this case have to look for alliances for their daughters, thatJie would not 
otgect to concede the point, if required, of having to proceed to Bhooj or 
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Nowanuggur on all occasions of marriage with the daughters of their Ghiei^ 
which would, of coarse, be a highly honorable alliance for his family. 

13. 1 hope I have also persuaded the Jam to allow me to present an ele¬ 
phant on the part of Government to his daughter, on the occasion of her 
approaching marriage, instead of postponing for a time the collection of the 
tribute, as the former would mark much more strongly, to the Chiefs of Raj- 
pootana, the interest taken by the British Government in the young lady's 
welfare, and might, therefore, be more advantagA)us to her. As directed, 
however, I have left it entirely optional with the Jam to receive either of these in¬ 
dulgences he may prefer. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Lano, 

Political Agent. 

Kattywar Political Agency^ Camp Dewlgat 31st December 1850. 
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Comparative Statement of the Jharpa PvpuUtiiim 





Nowanuggur .. 

Moorvee. 

Dherol Surnfdur 
Rukot Sirdhar 


Kotra Sanganee... 
Yeerpoor Kkureree 


Mailia Kakrechce 
Jhallia Dewanee.. 

Khureesra.. 

Lodeeka. 

Gowreedur. 


Mengnee .... 

Bhadwa. 

Satodur Wowree 
Mooleeladeree 


Kotana 


Seesang Chandlee 
Kotra Nyajee 


Kaksiallee. 

Wudalee. 

Wankaneer. 

Hulwud Drangdra 
Bhovmugsur .... 
Wudwan. 


Pahtana.... 
Than Luktur 
Tokrala .... 


Kegnoo .. 
Budwana 
Ankawallia 
Gttdoola... 


Under the Age of 90. 


Of all Ages. 


1847 1848 1849 1847 1848 1849 


1,960 

291 

265 

26 

294 

35 


1,832 

315 

275 

21 

236 

34 

60 

103 

31 

24 

30 

29 

17 

16 

27 

19 


1,943 

311 

281 

25 

319 

38 

58 

no 

35 

23 

35 

28 

18 

17 

27 

22 

5 

72 



3,840 

536 

480 

51 

591 

69 

104 

192 

64 

50 

57 

19 

26 

24 

45 

31 

9 

108 

142 

30 

11 

14 

101 

53 

2 

8 

8 

9 

11 

129 


3.885 

585 

522 

50 
629 

70 

122 

193 

60 

51 
60 


Total.. 13,544 13,526 3,753 



3,931 

596 

526 

51 
631 

73 

118 

199 

61 

46 
65 

52 
28 
26 

47 
33 

9 

148 

104 

35 

13 

15 

101 

52 

3 
9 
9 

11 

12 

144 

146 

10 

9 

13 

6 

4 
4 
4 
1 
4 
4 


7,353 
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in Kattywatf hsboeen the Years 1847, 1*^, and 1849. 


s 

PbXAIiBS. 


Married and Wldowe. 

Betrothed. 

Unbetroihed. 

Total. 

1847 

1848 

1840 

1847 

1848 

1840 

1847 

1848 

1840 

1847 

1848 

1840 

519 

596 

605 

178 

215 

245 

860 

827 

856 

1,557 

m 

1,706* 

.30 

50 

55 

39 

44 

46 

140 

144 

160 

209 

238 

261 

62 

81 

85 

24 

21 

18 

125 

144 

1.56 

211 

246 

259 

8 

8 

6 

3 

4 

2 

22^ 

21 

22 

33 

33 

30 

58 

70 

82 

27 

32 

32 

170 

183 

189 

255 

285 

303 

1 

2 

3 

2 

5 

4 

23 

19 

21 

26 

26 

28 

5 

7 

8 

6 

6 

5 

33 

40 

39 

44 

53 

52 

10 

ie» 

14 

7 

10 

10 

50 

56 

54 

67 

76 

78 

5 

7 

8 

5 

8 

7 

21 

13 

16 

31 

28 

31 

6 

7 

6 

• • 

1 

1 

17 

19 

17 

23 

27 

24 

8 

13 

14 

2 

4 

5 

12 

11 

11 

22 

28 

30 

1 

1 

* 

• • 

• • 

« « 

14 

14 

14 

15 

15 

15 

1 

1 

1 

• • 

• • 

2 


6 

6 

7 

7 

9 

• • 

• • 

• • 

■ • 

• • 

• • 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

1 

1 

1 

• • 

• • 

■ a 

12 

15 

15 

13 

16 

16 

5 

4 

5 

2 

3 

3 

4 


7 

11 

13 

15 

1 

1 

1 

0 • 

• • 

• O 

3 

By 

4 

4 

4 

5 

12 

19 

19 

6 

12 

12 

27 


35 


63 

66 

9 

7 

8 

6 

5 

5 

42 


41 


42 

54 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

14 

ma 




14 

1 

• 0 

• • 

• • 

1 

1 

4 

4 

4 


5 

5 

1 

1 

I 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 


5 

5 

10 


13 

5 

5 

4 

21 

24 

22 

36 

40 

39 

2 


2 

• • 

1 

2 

> 16 

14 

12 

18 

17 

16 

• • 

• • 

• • 


• ■ 

• • 



2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

• • 

• • 

• • 

1 


• 3 

2 

3 

4 

2 

2 

2 

• m 

• • 

f 

• • 

2 


3 

4 

4 

5 

1 

1 

1 

9 9 

• • 


3 


3 

4 

4 

4 

2 

B 

B 

4 

4 

• 4 

5 


6 

11 

13 

14 



Bl 

8 

10 ’ 


26 


24 


39 

43 

• • 

16 

16 

9 m 

5 

5 

• • 


39 

• • 

61 


• • 

3 

3 

m m 

• • 


• B 


4 


» 7 

7 . 

■ • 

1 

1 

9 9 

• • 

• • 

• • 

2 

2 


3 

3 

B 

B 

n 

• • 

1 

2 

• • 

2 

1 


10 

10 

B 


B 

• • 

2 

2 

• • 

• • 

• • 


2 

2 

H 

H 

n 


• • 

• • 

• • 

1 

2 


1 

2 

H 



9 • 

• • 

• • 

« • 

o m 

• • 

• • 

« ■ 

1 

• • 

1 


• m 

2 

• • 

2 

• • 

2 

3 

9 • 

\ 

1 

B 

2 

1 


5 

5 

• • 

1 

1 

k • 

3 

3 


• • 

• • 


4 

4 

• • 

2 

2 

« • 

• p 

• • 

|b 

2 

2 

1 * 

4 

4 

770 

948 

J91 

327 

407 




1,811 

2,779 


3,237 







































































rcUive Statement of the Jetwa Population in Kattywar hetween the Years 1847, 1848, ‘and 1849. 
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Political Dbpastmemt. 

From II. £. Goldsmid, fisq., Secretary to Oovemment, Bombay, 

To Major W. Lano, Political Agent inKattywar. ^ 

Dated 22nd April 1851. 

Sin,—I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 197, dated the 31st December last, 
submitting, with your observations thereon, a census of the Jhareja, Jetwa, and 
Soomra population in Kattywar for the year 1849, with a statement of the 
receipts and disbursements of the Infanticide Fund during the «ame period. 

2. It appears, from the information furnished by ycm, that the proportion 
of female to male children, ascertained to have been born during the year of 
report, is as under :— 


Tribe. 

a 

Males* 

Females. 

Excess. 

Jhareja. 

288 

278 

10 males. 

Soomra. 

16 

18 

2 females. 

Jetwa. 

4 

5 

1 female. 


While a comparison of the present census with those of preceding years 
exhibits the following results 


1844. 


1845. 


1846. 


1847. 


1848. 


1849. 


Tribe. 


I li 


.2 - 

^ « rT 




*3 <^>3 ^ 


1 

o ^ 


6^ 


a 


9 M 

SI 

» IQ 


'll 

S| 6.| 

•s I 'S ll -S I 


. 11 

a.s 

•s|i _ 

6(^ oCL 

- fa 


»sl 

"SS 

^ §• 
'A 


*3 s 

|i 

•s§- 

ePu 

tn 


Jhareja 
Soomra. 
Jetwa . 


6430 2175 
.3721 161 


|6617|2334l6600^2429 6844l2779l7256|3090 735313237 


378 


154 57 157 


171 382| 
60| 169 


199 411 248 466 
?5| 2371 116| 256 


308 46 
132 251 


308 

141 


While the proportional^ per-cents^e deduced from the above table is- 


Years. 

JhBr(;]as. 

Soomras. 

Jetwaa. 

1844.. 

m 

per cent. 

44A 

per cent. 

91 

37 

per cent. 

1845.. 

36tV 

99 

45i 

38i 

99 

1846.. 

36f 


52A 

99 

44i 

99 

1847.. 

401 


601 

99 

44 

la * 

184a. 

42f 

99 t 



511 

• 

1849.. 

44 

99 


Hi 

561 

99 


3. The foregeing’tescdti, 1 un desiRMl to lemarlc, are most satisfactoiy, and 
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Bho«r tile e ft cocy and miUbkiMW o£ the mehaares adopted by Gov^- 
meite h» 1834, al die recommaadatieD of tbb Honorable Mr. WUlot^phby, tiien 
iir charge of the Kvt^rwtar Agency, for ^ auppreasion, of the crime of Itt&ntt* 
ct^ mid afjpeec ie justify the olnerfalion at the dose of yovr 6th) paragraph, 
than if the rettmift eaa be dapmided cm (and there seems to be no reason to 
doubt their general accuracy) there are grounds, foe the gratifying belief drat 
die practice of Infontscide must have becoiiia> almost entirely extinct in 
Kattywar. 

4. Well and aibly have youy in the opinion of Goremmeiit, continued and 
carried out, by means of conciliation and persuasion, the good and humane work 
in which Mr. Willoughby so inde&tigably toiled for the extirpation of the 
crime of Infanticide from Kattywar; and the vigorous measures which that 
gendeman originated for effecting that object have, by the judicious proceedingn 
of yourself, and of those who soeceeded him in the province, been brought to 
a most successful and gratifying termination. 

5. From the statement of receipts and disbursements of the Infanticide 
Fund accompanying your report, it appears that the expenditure during die 
year 1849 ansouated to Rs. 7,073-'8»3, leaving an available balance of only 
Rs. 6,867>7-6 '>o meet the chai'ges of the next year; and, as some resources 
will probably soon become necessary wherewith to meet die fiitnre expenses of 
the Infanticide establishment and the marriage expenses of Jharejas seeking 
assistance, 1 am desired to request that you will furnish Government with an, 
accurate account current of the proceeds of the Infanticide Fund which have 
been vested in the five per cent, loan for educational purposes in. Kattywar. 

6. With reference to your 11th and 12th paragraphs, 1 am desired to 
express the liope of Government that you will bring to a successful dose the 
measures therein reported. 

7. The report contained in your concluding paragrafib is approved by die 
Right Honorable the Governor in Council. 

.> 1 have the honour to be, Ac. 

(Signed) H. E. Goloshid, 

Bonibajf Castle, 22iid April 185L Secretary to Government. 


From Major W. Lano, Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To A. Malbt, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Bated 26lk Becember 1851. 

Sm,—"I have the honour herewith to forward the usual census returns* of the 
Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra population of this province for the year 1850, and 
also the account cuiyent of receipts and disbursements of the Infenticide Fund 
dmii^ the same year. ^ « 

* Omitted, tee sulwteiioe of tee letam bei^ embodied in teis report, and in the Ooveni* 
aunt rqply white foDowi. 
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2. The Jhareja census now submitted shows a total of 292 male, and 267 
female children born daring the yhar under review. There is an increase in 
the male population of 176 in twenty>two Talookas, with a decrease of 27 in 
nine; and an increase of 204 in the female population of twenty*five Talook|s, 
with a decrease of 18 in seven. In twelve of the Talookas there is neither 
increase nor decrease of the male population, and in ten the same is the case 
as r^ards the number of females. There are also nineteen out of the forty- 
three Talookas included in the present Jhareja census in which no male children 
have been born during the year under review ; sixteen in which there have been 
no bii ths of females; and fourteen in which no children of cither sex have been 
born. The number of male Jharejas newly entered in the present return is 
91, and of females 45; and the number of the former, shown as having left the 
several Talookas, is 41, and that of the latter 23. The total number of Jhareja 
males in the province is shown by this census to be 7,502, and of Jhareja 
females 3,423, and the deaths, during the year under review, among the males, 
have been 193, and among the females 103. 

3. The Soomra census shows 24 male and 18 female children to have been 

bom during the year of lepoit, with an increase in the male population, of the 
three Talookas included in the return, of 31, and in the female population of 
18. There have been births both of male and female children in all the Talookas, 
and likewise an increase of both sexes in each of them, as compared with the 
census for the former year. The number of Soomra males newly enteied 
in the present return is 12, and the number of females 3, and none of 
cither sex appear to have left any of the Talookas during the year under review. 
Five males and three females have died during the year, and the total number 
of the male population remaining in the three Talookas is 493, and of the 
female 326. ^ 

4. In the Jetwa census, the number of males bom dating the year is shown 
to have been 10, and of females 4, wi^h no increase in the male population, 
but a decrease in two of the Talookas of and an increase in the female 
population of 1 in the Dherol Talooka, and a decrease of 16 in those of 
Nowanuggur and Poorbunder, as compared wkh the returns for the former 
year. There is one Jetwa male and one feVnale newly entered in the present 
census, and twelve of thf/(frmer and fourteen ot the latter shown to have left 
the several Talookas duiing the year. Eight males and six females have also 
died since the last census, and the total male population now shown is 242, 
with 126 females. 

5. The census of the Jetwa tribe is not so satisfactory as those of the 
Jharejas and Soomras, and the attention of the censors has been called to the 
circumstance. The second ftensor will proceed this season into the districts 
dbntaining the Jetwa and Soomra families, in order to revise and correct the 
census of these tribes, as has already been done in a great measure as regards 

O^the Jhareja census, and the other censor has received instractiong to complete 
what remains of the latter. 
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6. The account current of the InfonticiSe Fund sho^a the balance rMuain- 
ing at the close of the former .year to have been Rs. 6|867>7*6, and the 
collections during the year of report Rs. 7)847-14-5, making a total of 
R^. 14)715-5-11. The expenditure hae been Rs. 5,700 for assistance to thir^- 
one Grasias in marrying thirty-two daughters; Rs. 400 for the prize essay 
on Female Inhtnticide; and 1,078-14-11 for pay and batta to the Infan¬ 
ticide establishment; making a total of Rs. 7,178-14-11, and leaving a balance 
in favour of the Fund of -Rs. 7,536-7-0 at the end of the year. 

7. The only accusation of Infanticide which was brought forward, during 
the year under review, was that reported on in my letter of the 25th 
September 1850, whicl%was found, on investigation by my Assistant, Captain 
Barr, to be entirely groundless, and the proceedings adopted in disposing of 
it approved of in Mr. Secretary Goldsmid’s reply of the 26th October follow¬ 
ing. No other case, even of suspicion of the crime, was brought to the 
notice of the censors .during their progress through the districts in the 
year of report. 

8. The party sent last year by His Highness the Jam to Jodhpoor, to 
arrange the preliminaries of his daughter’s marriage to the Maharaja of that 
place, are now on their return, and the marriage will probably take place in 
April next, altnough the time has not yet been fijially settled. The Nowa- 
nuggur Vukeel has, at my request, sent to ascertain the Jam’s wishes as to 
the presentation of an elephant on the occasion, or the postponement of the 
collection of this year’s tribute, as formerly sanctioned by Government; and 
every advantage in my power shall be taken of the assemblage of Rajpoots at 
this marriage to effect the arrangement alluded to in my last annual report, 
to prevent, for the future, the ruinous expenditure incurred on such occasions. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

• (Signed) W. Lang, 

Rajhotf 2Qth Decemher 1851. * Political Agent. 

* , Political Department. 

From A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To Major W. Lang, Political Agent in Kattywar. 

Dated Wth March 1852. 

Sir, —I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 215, dated the 26th December 
1851, submitting returns of the Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra population of 
Kattywar for the year 1850, with accounts current of receipts and disburse¬ 
ments of the Infantiqjde Fund for the same year. 

2. In reply, I am desired to inform you that the entire absence of any 
known act of^In^ticide during the year of report is l^ighly gratifying to 
Government 
88g 
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3. The proportion of female to male children ascertained to hare been born 
during the year was as given in the following statement:— 


Tribe. 

Ualee. 

Females. 

Excess. 

Jhareja .... 

292 

267 

25 males. 

Soomra .... 

24 

18 

6 do. 

Jetwa. 

10 

4 

6 do. 


4. The result shown in the present census, as compared with ^ose for die 
five preceding years, is as given below:— 


Tribe. 


Jhareja 
Soomra. 
Jetwa . 


1645, 


1846. 


1847. 


1848. 


1840. 


1850. 


•£ § 

o g.| "s || "s I 




^li 


■a •§.! is •§§ il •§ 

n AM !;§; £| S 

's'g.i ‘s|'S|'5||'S|.i‘Sg. 




6 a. 6 £ 

Ss; 




® X 
>? 




III 

*s| 
^ ie; 


|6617|'2334'6600 
378| 171 382 
157 60| 159 


2429[6844 2779 72.^)6i309i»j 73.53 
199 411 248 466 308, 462 
75 23/ 116 256, 132 251 


3237 7502|3423 
308 493 326 
141 242 126 


And the proportional per-Ksentage of females to males deduced from the said 
table is as follows:— 


1 

Years. 

Jhar^as. 

Soomras. 

* 

Jetwas. 

1845.. 

35tV 

0 

r, 45^ 

38i 

1846.. 

36^ 

52* 

44i 

1847.. 

40| 

6bi 

44 

1848.. 

42f 

66tV 

61i 

1849.. 

44 

66f *• 

56i 

1850.. 

45f 

66i 

52* 


5. Notwithstanding the decrease, as compared with 1849, in the per>cen- 
tage of the females of the Soomra tribe, the results of the year continue to be 
highly sads&ctory ; and His Lordship in Council approves of the measures 
adopted by you, as reported in your 5th paragraph, for ascertaining the cause 
of this difference. 

6 . I^ll^^penditure of t|fl Infanticide Fund is shown in the statement of 
receipt^ disbursements to have amounted to Rs. 7,178-14>11, leaving, 
bemdes ^ current receipts, an available balance to meet the charges of the 
lidzt year of R 84 7,536-7'^, exclusive of the sum of Rs. J,00,000 ipvested in five 
per cent, paper, the interest of whidi is made available for educational purposes. 
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7. In your letter No. 63, of the 1st May last^ you stated that a consider¬ 
able amount was due to tiie In&nticide Fund on account of finest and that 
there would be no necessity for any further resources to meet the current ex¬ 
penditure for many years to come. It is concluded, from the accounts now 
submitted, Uiat you have no reason to alter this opinion. 


Bombay Castle^ IIM March 1852. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) A. Malbt, 

Chief Secretary. 


From the Poutical Auent in Kattywab, 

To A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

liated Raj hot y 18t/t December 1853. 

Sir, —I have the honour to forward herewith the usual census return* of 
the Jhareja, Soomra, and Jetwa population of this province for the year 1851, 
together with the account current of the Infanticide Fund for the same period, 
which is alw‘ ys required to accompany these returns. 

3. The Jhareja census shows a total of 222 males and 216 females bom 
during the year, with an increase in the male population of 258 in twenty- 
three Talookas, and a decrease of 27 in nine; and an increase of 178 in the 
female population in twenty Talookas, and a decrease of 3 in one. There are 
eleven Talookas in which the male population is the same, and twenty-two in 
which this is the case as regards the female. Out of the forty-three Talookas 
included in the Jhareja census, there are twenty in which no male children 
have been born during the year, twepty-three in which there have been no 
daughters, and sixteen in which tno children of either sex have been born. 
The number of Jhareja males newly entered in the present return is 213, and 
of females 58 ; and the number of the former who have left the several Talookas 
during the year is 70, and of the latter 31. The total male population of Jharejas 
is 7,733, and the female 3,598*; an<| the nuniber of deatlis during the year among 
the former has been 134, and 68 among the latter. 

3. The Soomra census gives the number of males bom during the year as 
15, and females as 16; of the male population, tliere isan increase of 11 in 
three Talookas, with a decrease of 1 in the other, and an increase of the fem^ 
population of 21 in three Talookas, without any decrease in the remaining one. 
In one of the Talookas there have been no sons or daughters bom during the 
year, but this has been added sinqe the < 
one Soomra family residing in it. In 
female children haVe been bom. The 

* Onittod^ the beti^ onbodied in this repovt, sad in the Gevemineat«« 

which fcUous. 


late of the last returns, ai^thyre is only 
die three other TalookaajSptMiale and 
number of Soomm nudetw^ entem 
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in these returns'is 8, and that of females 7, and those who have left the seve¬ 
ral Talookas are 6 males and 2 females. The total Soomra population consists 
of 503 males and 347 females, and the number of deaths during the year has 
been 7 males but no females. , 

4. The census of the Jetwas shows 8 male and 2 female children to have 
been born during the year of report, and gives an increase of 4 males in one 
Talooka, with a decrease of 5 in the two others, and an increase of one female 
in one Talooka with a decrease of one in another. There have been births in 
ail the three Talookas during the year; one of them, however, being without 
any male children born, and one without any female. The males newly enter¬ 
ed in these returns are two, and none have left any of the Talookas, and there 
are no new entries or departures of females. The total male population of 
.letwas is 241, and the female 126; and 11 males and 2 females have died 
during the year of report. 

5. The births of female children among the Jetwas are still few in pro¬ 
portion to those of males, but the most particular inquiries have been made on 
the spot by both of the censors, and there is no reason, as far as I can 
ascertain, to suspect that this has been otherwise than accidental. I beg, 
however, with reference to your letter of the 14th October Ipst, No. 4496, and 
its accompaniment, to inform you that I have written to Ilis Highness the 
Jam, and to the Rana of Poerbunder, calling their attention also to the 
subject, and the censors have been directed to continue their inquiries during 
their visits to these Talookas. In the case of Dherol, there is no cause for 
suspicion, as both the female population and the female births are in excess of 
the male in that Talooka. 

6. The account current of the Infanticide Fund shows a balance of 
Rs. 7,536*7-0 remaining from the former year, and the collections during the 
year under review amount to Rs. 18,860-11-2, beside the lakh of rupees invested 
in the five per cent, loan on account of^ education, which has been adjusted in 
these accounts under instructions from the Accountant General, so as to appear 
always at the credit of this Fund. This makes an aggregate, inclusive of this 
investment, of Rs. 1,26,397-2-2. The disbursements during the year have been 
Rs. 5,450, on account of assistance to twenty-seven Grasias in marrying 
twenty-nine daughters, tQgetlier with Rs. 1,654-14-9 for pay and batta to the 
Infanticide establishment, making an aggregate of Rs. 7,104-14-9, and leaving 
a balance in favour of the Fund of Rs. 1,19,292-3-5, or, exclusive of the 
lakh invested in the loan, of Rs. 19,292-3-5. 

7. There have been no accusations of Infanticide during the year of report, 
and neither of the censors, in the course of their respective tours through the 
districts containing Jhareja, Jloomra, and Jetwa inhabitants, had any reason 
to suspect aqy case of the crime having been committed. » 

8. I takerois opportunity of acknowledging the receipt of Mr. Secretary 
batnsden^s letter'of the 13th July last, and the copy o^fithe repost sent with it 
uf the measures adopted for the prevention of Female In^ticide in the 
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Mynpooree district. I had hoped^ at the marriage of the late Jam's dangbieri 
to have got some arrangement made for diminishing the expenses now attend* 
ing Rajpoot marriages in this province, by inducing the most influential Om- 
sias to enter into an agreement to marry their daughters into the same families, 
or families of the same rank, from which they get their wives; but the unfor¬ 
tunate death of the Jam just before the marriage took place prevented any¬ 
thing being done, and when I lately visited his son and successor 1 found that 
although professing, and I believe sincerely, his willingness to enter into any 
arrangement which may be proposed by His Highness the Rao of Hutch re¬ 
garding Rajpoot marriages for the future, he is unwilling to do anything him¬ 
self in the matter independent of His Highness the Rao. Major Jacob kindly 
came over to Nowonuggur for a few days when I was there, and as he made 
himself acquainted with the feelings both of the Rao and the Jam on the sub¬ 
ject, I think some good might be done by getting a deputation of influential 
Rajpoots from the different tribes in Kattywar, commissioned by the principal 
Chiefs, sent over to Bhooj, to discuss the matter with Ilis Highness the Rao, 
and endeavour to get some arrangement effected regarding their future mar¬ 
riages through Major Jacob. I have heard from that officer that His High¬ 
ness greatly rpproves of the Mynpooree measures, as fer as he understands 
them, and there can of course be no question of the great advantage of any 
measures which will enable the Rajpoots here and in Hutch to reduce the ex¬ 
penditure now incurred at their daughters’ marriages, without subjecting them¬ 
selves to any invidious comparisons or remarks from their fellow Grasias. I 
shall therefore ascertain from Major Jacob Whether His Highness the Rao 
would be willing to receive a deputation of the description I have proposed, 
and if so, and Government approves of the measure, I have no doubt that I 
could get one sent by the principal Chjefs of this province at any time that 
would be most convenient to His Ifighness the Rao. 

V have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) W. Lang, 

* Political Agent 

Kattywar Political Agencyf Rnjhott \%th December 1852. 


From A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, 
To Lieutenant Colonel W. Lang, Political Agent in Kattywar. 

Dated tJie Isf February 1853. 

Sib,— I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to 
acknodiledge the receipt of your letter No. 195, dated the 18tfa December last, 
submitting returns of 6ie Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra jwpttlatioJ^of Kattywar 
for the year 1851, together with the account current of the Inflmticide Fund for 
the same period. 
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2. In reply, 1 am desired to inform you that the entire absence of any 
known act of Infanticide during the year of report is highly gratifying to 
Government. 

3. The number of male and female children ascertained to have been b^m 
during the year was as given in the following statement:— 


Tribe. 

Halos. 

Females. 

Excess. 

Jhareja. 

222 

216 

6 males. 

Soomra. 

15 

16 

1 female. 

Jetwa. 

8 

2 

6 males. 


4. The total ascertained Jhareja, Soomra, and Jetwa population of Katty- 
war, during the years 1846 to 1850, as compared with the year 1851, is as 
given in the table entered below:—‘ 


1840 . 1847 . 1848 . 1840 . 1850 . 


1851 . 


Tribe. 


d A 
»r. 


11 

•sg- 




ie; 


a> * 
OS § So 

IS? *5 a 

fC' *** cS Q flS 

'*’’3 

•S ® §- ‘S §- 

^ dP^ d^ 

^ 'A tei 




fit 

1^ g* 


Jhareja 

Soomra 

Jetwa 


|6600| 

382 

169 


2429 6844 2779'725f)j3090 


199 

751 


411 

2371 


2481 

116 


466 

256 


735313237 


308' 

132 


462 

251 


308! 

141 


7502 

493 

2421 


3423 7733 3598 
3261 5031 347 
1261 241 126 


And the proportional per>centage ol* females to males deduced from that 
table is as follows:— 


Years. 

JharqaSe 

SoojjarM. 

Jetwas. 

1846.... 

36t 

52^' 

44ft 

1847.... 

403 

dOi 

■ 44 

1848_ 

. 42f 

66tV 

51} 

1849..<.^. 

44 

66} 

56} 

1850.... 

45t 

66i 

52rt 

1851.... 

46A 

1 

1 

68H 

52i 


5. I am to intimate that an extract, paragraph 8, from your letter under 
reply, on the subject of diminishing the expenses attendant on Rajpoot mar¬ 
riages, has been forwarded 6lP the information of the Political Agent in Kutch. 

• ’ O • 

1 have the honour to be, Ac. 
t (Signed) A. Malbt, 

Bombay Cattle, \tt Febrwry 1863. Chief Secretary* 
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From A. Malst, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Ooverament of Bombay, 

To Major G. L. Jacob, Political Agent in Kutch. 

Dctled 1st Fehnuaif 1^53. 

Sir,—1 am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to 
transmit to you an extract, paragraph 8, from a letter from the Political Agent 
in Kattywar, No. 195, dated the 18th December last, and to intimate that Go¬ 
vernment will view with approbation any measure that may have the effect of 
diminishing the expenses attendant on the Jhareja marriages. 

^ I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) A. Malbt, 

Bombay Castle^ Isf Febrmry 1853. Chief Secretary. 


Political Department. 

From Capt. J. T. Barr, First Asst. Pol. Agent, in charge Kattywar Agency, 

To H. L. Anderson, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated \Ath April 1854. 

Sir, —Annexed I have the honour to forward the census return* of the 
Jhareja, Jetwa, and Soomra population of Kattywar for the year 1852, which 
late changes in officers of this agency, and the press of other current business, 
have delayed till the present date. The returns which are required triennialiy, 
being due in the year under review, ^re also forwarded, together wfth the 
account current of receipts and di^ursements for that year. 

2. The census shows that the Jhareja population in 1852 consisftd of 7,813 
males and 3,686 females: of these, 214 males were born during that year, 
and 180 females. There was an increase of 100 males in fifteen Talookas and 
a decrease of 20 in thirteen Talookas. The increase of females was 102 in 
sixteen Talookas, and the decrease'was 14 in nine Talookas. In fifteen Taloo¬ 
kas there is no increase or decrease in the number of males, and the female 
population is the same in eighteen Talookas as it was in the year previous to 
that under review. Of the forty-three Talookas included in the Jhareja census, 
there are twenty-two in which no male children were born in this year, twenty- 
one in which no daughters were bom, and seventeen in which no children have 
been boro. The seventeen Talookas in which no births are recorded are those 
which contain very small numbers of Jhareja. inhabitants. The number of 
Jhareja males newly entered in *the return for the year under review is 39. 
The number newly entered in the return for the preceding yes^ amounted to 




* Omitted; vide note at page 087. 
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13; but this large number for that year was caused by the Jhareja popula* 
tion of the Adhoee Mahal having then, for the first time, been brought upon the- 
Katty war returns, the census for those districts having before that date been 
taken by the Bhooj authorities. The number of Jhareja females newly entered 
in the present return is 23. The number of deaths amongst the Jhareja male 
population was 147, amongst the females 90. 

3. The Soomra census for 1852 shows a total population of 498 males and 
346 females: of these, four were male children born during the year, and 
eight female children born during the same period. The total of males is five 
less than it was in the previous year, and that of females one less, nine males 
and nine females having died. 

4. The census of the Jetwas shows a total population*of 244 males and 
139 females in the return reported on. Three male children were bom during 
the year, and nine female. The total of males is three greater than that of tlie 
previous year, and the total of females thirteen greater, three males and no 
females having died within the year under review. The injunctions made by 
Colonel Lang in 1851 on the Jam of Nowanuggur and liana of Poorbunder 
would appear to have had a beneficial effect, as the disparity between the male 
and female births which that officer commented upon in his census report for 
1851 no longer exists in the present Jetwa census return, there being an excess 
of thirteen females in the births recorded to males. 

5. There have been no accusations of Infanticide during the year now re¬ 
ported on, and as the censors have been carefully superintended, and the returns 
which they have furnished minutely scrutinised, there is every reason to believe 
in their correctness. The proportion which they continue to exhibit in the 
births ^f male and female Jhareja children is very satisfactory, and the steady 
increase in the Soomra and Jetwa female births encourages the Jiope that 
Infanticid^no longer exists in these tribes. < 

6. The account current of the Infanfricide Fund shows a former balance of 
Rs. 1,19,292-3-5, and the amount of receipts for the year under notice is 
Rs. 3,332-3-0, making a total of Rs. 1,22,624-6-5. Payments for marriage 
expenses to Jharejas amount to Rs. 12,0Q0, and for pay and batta to the 
Infanticide establishment^ 1,658-15-7, making a total of Rs. 13,658-15-7, 
and leaving a balance in* favour of the Fund of Rs. 1,08,965-6-10. Of the 
Rs. 12,000 entered as disbursements for marriages, Rs. 5,000 were expended 
on an elephant and other gifts presented to the Jam of Nowanuggur on the 
marriage of his sister to the Maharaja of Jodhpoor. 

7. The subject of decreasing the expense of Jhareja marriages has been 
under earnest consideration flaring the period reported upon ; but in conse¬ 
quence of the death of the Kte Jam of Npwanuggur, which prevented the 
assembly of any'large number of influential Jhareja Chiefs at the marriage of 
his daughter, when Colonel Lang hoped that the matter would be discussed 
with ealutary results, and owing to the departure of that experiencecTofficer from 
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Katty war, and Lieutenant Colonel Jacob from Katch, little progiesa baa ^ 
been made in effecting the object in view. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. T. Babb, 

First Assistant Political Agent in charge. 

Katiywar Poli^cal Agency^ Camp Gogo^ \Ath April 1854. 
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Con^ratiioe Statement of ike Jhar^ PejnUation 






Males. 




Talooxab. 

Under the Age 
of 30. 

Of all AgeaP 

1 

te, 


1860 

1861 

1862 

1860 

1861 

1869 

1 

Nowannggur. 

1988 

1978 

1946 

3997 

4030 

4058 

2 

Moorvee . 

306 

358 

379 

592 

732 

751 

3 

Dherol Surufdur . 

282 

288 

306 

538 

551 

569 

4 

Rajkot Sirdhar. 

30 

32 

32 

58 

61 

60 

5 

Gondul .... 

339 

309 

323 

641 

627 

640 

6 

Kotra Sangance . 

39 

38 

35 

73 

74 

73 

7 

Veerpoor Kkureree . 

58 

67 

65 

119 

131 

130 

8 

Drappa. 

123 

123 

117 

212 

214 

211 

9 

Mallia Kakrechee. 

33 

31 

31 

64 

64 

64 

10 

JliaUia Dewauee ... 

24 

28 

30 

47 

50 

52 

11 

Khureesra . 

37 

40 

38 

66 

72 

70 

12 

Lodeeka . 

27 

28 

26 

49 

51 

50 

13 

Gowreedur . 

18 

1.5 

15 

28 

26 

26 

14 

Shahpoor . 

16 

15 

15 

26 

25 

25 

15 

Rajpoora . 

28 

29 

27 

48 

49 

48 

16 

Mengnee . 

23 

25 

24 

36 

38 

37 

17 

Rhadwa . 

5 

5 

4 

9 

9 

9 

18 

Satodur Wowree . 

73 


72 

150 

1.50 

152 

19 

Moolceladeree . 

53 

57 

61 

106 

110 

113 

20 

Gutka .. 

17 

15 

17 

27 

23 

25 

21 

Kotaria . 

lU 

10 

9 

13 

14 

14 

22 

Paal . 

11 

9 

8 

16 

15 

16 

23 

Seesang Chandlee. 

52 

55 

54 

100 

99 

79 

24 

Kotra Nyajee. 

27 

27 

28 

54 

53 

53 

25 

Veerwa.<i. 

• • 

1 

2 



4 

26 

Mowa .... 

4 

4 

4 

9 

9 

10 

27 

Kaksiallee . 

5 


6 

9 

11 

11 

28 

Wudalee .. 

• • 


7 

12 

12 

13 

29 

Wankaneer ... 

7 


4 

12 

10 

8 

30 

Hulwud Drangdra . 

82 

84 

83 

142 

145 

144 

31 

Bliownuggur.. 

82 


98 

154 

166 

172 

32 

Wudwau . ... 

5 

5 

7 

12 

13 

15 

33 

Lathee . . ,v . 

Palitana .. 

5 

5 

6 

9 

10 

10 

34 

7 


5 

12 

12 

9 

35 

Than Luktur . 

3 

2 

2 

7 


5 

36 

Limree . 

• • 

• • 

1 

5 


6 

37 

Karol . 

3 

3 

3 

4 


4 

38 

Limbra . 

2 

2 

2 

4 


4 

39 

Ankewalia . 

2 

2 

2 

4 


4 

4^ 

Gudoola . 

1 

1 

1 

1 


2 

Amrelee .. 

17 


m 

34 

36 

36 

42 

Moolee... 

« • 

4 

m 

• • 


7 

43 

Poorbunder ...». 

■ • 

1 

1 

• • 

■ 

6 


* Total.... 

^844 

3901 

3919 

zm 

7733 

11 
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i* Xaitywar, betwem the Yean 1850 , 1851 , aed 1852 . 



















































































Comparative Statement of the Soomra Population in Kattywavy hetween the Years 1850,1851, and 1852 











































Camparative Statement of the Jetwa Population in KatUpoar, hetvaeen the Yean 1850,1851, and 1852. 
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Resolution hy the Honorable Boardf dated the lUA May 1854. 

With the accompanying letter, Captain Barr has submitted two enclosures, 
the former of which contains information relative to the total Jhareja, Soomra, 
and Jetwa population of Kattywar during the year 1852, as compared wHh 
the years 1850 and 1861. The second enclosure is a statement of Uie receipts 
and disbursements of the Kattywar Infanticide Fund during the year 1852. 

2. The number of male and female children of these three castes, ascer¬ 
tained to have been bom during the year 1852, was— 


# 





Excess of 

Tribe. 

Hales. 

Females. 






Males. 

Females. 

Jhareja. 

214 

180 

34 

• • 

Soomra. 

4 

8 

• • 

4 

Jetwa. 

• 

a 

9 

• • 

6 


3. The total ascertained population of the three classes in 1852, contrasted 
with the years 1842 and IS47, and the annual average of the five years ending 
in 1846 and 1851, respectively show the following results:— 


Tribe. 

Males. 

Females. 

1843 

Average of 
6 yeu's end¬ 
ing 1846. 

1847 

Average of 
5 years end¬ 
ing 1851. 

1853 

1843 

Average of 
5 years end¬ 
ing 1846. 

1847 

Average of 
5 years end¬ 
ing 1851. 

1853 

Jhareja.. 

6129 

6390 

6844 

7338 

7813 

1841 

2147 

2779 

3225 

3686 

Soomra .. 

351 

349 

411 

467. 

498 

141 

166 

248 

307 

346 

Jetwa.... 

153 

157 

237 

245 

244 

52 

59 

116 

128 

139 


4. The proportional per-centage which tlie female bore, during the years 
1842 to 1852, to the male population of these castes, was as follows:— 


Years. ^ 

.. 1 / 

• 

Jha^i^ 

Soomras. 

Jetwas. 

In the year 1842. 

30 

40i 

34 

Average of the 5 years ending 1846. 

33f 

m 

37A 

In the year 1847. 

m 

60l 

44 

Average of the 5 yean ending 1851. 

43H 

65J 

52A 

In the year 1852.. 

_ WS^ - 

47i 

69f 

57 


Rebolybd, —^That these results, as showing a steadily progressive diminu¬ 
tion of the disproportion in .the aggregate number of &e two sexes, and the 
fikct that no grounds exist for supposing that during the year of report any case 
of In&nticide occurred in the province of Kattywar, are highly gratifying. 
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iliat tke Pint AsMtant PoUtica] Agent in chaise be to inforned f aad that, 
mth leference to paragraph 7 of hie tetter, the Actn^ Political Agaiit be 
requested to persevere in endeavouring to secnre a reduction in the Jhareja 
nutniage expenses. 

(S%ned) ELPBmsTOirB. 

J. Wasobm. 


J^th May 1854. 


3, O. Lvmsdbh. 


From Captain J. T. Baer, Acting Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To H. L. Andbrson, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 2lst December 1854. 

Sir, —I have the honour to submit the census returns* of the Jhareja, Soomra, 
and Jetwa population of Kattywar for th»year 1853, and the account current 
of the Infanticide Fund for the same period. 

2. This census shows that 264 male, and 258 female Jharejas were born dar¬ 
ing the year; that the total male Jhareja population was 163 greater in twenty- 
one Talookas, and 19 less in seven Talookas; that the female Jhareja popu¬ 
lation was 171 greater in twenty-two Talookas, and 8 less in six Talookas. 
There are fifteen Talookas in which the male population, and fifteen in which 
the female, is the same. Of the forty-three Talookas included in the Jhareja 
census, there are nineteen in which no male children were born during the 
year, seventeen in which no daughters were born, and twelve in which no 
cliildren of either sex have been born. The number of Jhareja males newly 
entered in the present return is 94, and that of females similarly entered is 
43 ; and the number of the former who have left the several Talookas during 
the year is 56, and of the latter 20. ^fhe total Jhareja male population is 
7,957, and the female 3,S49. The*number of males who have died during the 
year is 158, and of females 118. ThI total male Jhareja population on the 
return for the year 1852 was 7,8^3, and the female 3,686; so that die present 
return shows that the excess qf the^ former over the latter has decreased, and 
it is gratifying to observe from many past returns that this decrease, though 
gradual, has been steady. 

3. The Soomra census gives the number of males born during the year as 
24, and females 22. Of the male population, there is an increase of 23 in three 
Talookas, and an increase of the fiemale population of 16 in three Talookas, 
without decrease in either sex in any. In one Talooka, that of Rajkot, in 
which thie population of Soomras is of inconsiderable amount, there have been 
no births. The number of Soomra males newly entered in these returns is 14, 
and that of females 6. No males or femdes have left any of the several Taloo¬ 
kas. The total Soomra population is 521 males and 362 females. The num¬ 
ber of deaths during the year has been 15 males aiuL12 females. 

* Omitted* die labetsaoe bong embodied in thie report. 
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4. The Jetwa census shows that 6 male and 11 female infants were bora 
during the year of report, and gives an increase of 3 males in one Talooka^ 
with a decrease of 2 males in one Talooka, and an increase of 10 females in 
two Talookas, with a decrease of 1 in another. There have been no births 
in one of the Talookas. One male and one, female are newly entered in these 
returns, and none of either sex have left any of the Talookas. The total male 
population of the Jetwas is 240, and the female 148, and 6 males and 3 females 
have died during the year of report. It is gratifying to know from this ceAis 
that the births of female children among the Jetwas recorded are no longer 
few in proportion to those of males, and that the suspicious inequality long 
existing between the numbers of the two sexes in the population is rapidly 
disappearing. 

5. There have been no accusations of Infanticide during the year of report 

amongst the tribes included in these returns; but the Government Attachment 
Mehta at Mallia brought the existence of the unnatural crime in the Mohwur 
tribe of Meeanas to the knowledge of Colonel Lang in the present year, 
having supplied intelligence of two suspected cases, reports on which were 
submitted to Government. The mother, found guilty in one of these cases, 
was tried on the 12th of July last before the Political Agent’s Court of Crimi¬ 
nal Justice for Kattywar, and is now undergoing the sentence of imprisonment 
which was passed upon her. Proof was not forthcoming to establish the 
second suspected case, but the census taken of the Mohwur population, in 
consequence of late revelations, showed such a disproportion in the number of 
females under that of males that it was determined to watch this tribe, the 
heads of which have now passed a solemn engagement to Government to 
abstain, in future, from the inhuman practice, and the Infanticide censors have 
been directed to extend their supervision to the Mohwur community, a census 
of* which will be added as a supplement to the returns for the present and 
future years. ^ 

6. The account current of the Infanticide Fund shows a former balance of 
Rs. 1,08,965-6-10, and the amount of receipts for the year now under notice is 
Rs. 6,758-8-4, making a total of Rs. 1,15,72345-2. Payments for marriage 
expenses to Jharejits amount to Rs. 6,625,^d for pay and batta to the Infan¬ 
ticide establisktdent Rs. 1,694-8-0, making a total of Rs. 8,319-8-0, and 
leaving a balance in favour of the Fund, at the close of the year 1853, of 
Rs. 1,07,404-7-2. 

1 have the honour to be, Ac, 

(Signed) J. T. Bars, 

Acting Political Agent. 

Kattywar PoiiHeil Agency, C(mp Oondtd, 21st December 1864. 
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Resolution hy the Honorable Boardf dated 5th February 1855. 

The results shown in these papers may be summed up as follows 

1. There has been an excess of male over female births among the Jhareja 
and Soomra tribes in the year 1853 of 6 and % being at the rate of two and 
one-third and nine per cent, respectively, while among the Jetwa tribe there 
is an excess of 5 femaleSf being equal to eighty-three per cent, of the births. 

2! The approximation in the totals of the female to Che male population 
has advanced daring the year at the rate of one and one-sixth, one and one- 
iiflh, and three and two-fifths per cent, respectively in these tribes. 

3. There is nothing in the management of the Infanticide Fund calling 
for particular remark. 

Resolved, —^That these results are satisfactory; but, in acknowledging the 
receipt of this report, the Acting Political Agent should be requested to expe¬ 
dite the transmission of his report for tlfe year just closed, as the value of 
these returns is considerably lessened when their transmission is deferred 
until nearly a year after they fall due. 

(Signed) Elphinstone. f 

5th Fehrmr” 1855. J. G. Lumsden. 


From Captain J. T. Barr, Acting Political Agent in Kattywar, 
To II. L. Anderson, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombaf?^ 


Bated 2^rd August 1865. 

Sir, —I have the honour to submit the census return* of the Jhareja, Soomra, 
Jetwa, and Mohwur Meeana population of this province for the year 1854, and 
the account current of the Infanticjjcle l^und for the same period. 

2. This census shows that 266 majp and 208 female Jharejas were bom 
during the year ; that tlie total piale Jhareja population was 206 greater in 
twenty-five Talookas, and 18 less in nine Talookas ; that the female Jhareja 
population was 162 greater in twenty-four Talookas, and 12 less fn five 
Talookas; and that there are ten Talookas in which the male, and fifteen in 
which the female population is the same. Of the forty-four Talookas included 
in the Jhareja census, there are thirteen in which no male children were bom 
during the year, nineteen in which no female ones were bom, and ten in which 
no children of either sex have been born. The number of Jhareja males newly 
entered in the present returns is 206, and that of females similarly entered is 
84, and the number of the former who have left the several Ta*ookas during 
the year is 95, and of the latter 34. The total Jhareja i^e population is 
8^144, and the female 3,999. The number of males who have died during the 
year is 190, and of females 108. The number of female births during the 
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* Omitted, the substanee bring embodied in the report. 
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/year of report is 50 below that recorded for the previous year, whilst that of 
male births is two in excess ; so that, although female deaths are fewer by 10 
than those noted for 1863, the disproportion in fovour of males over females in 
the Jhareja population at the close of 1854 is slightly greater than before; but 
1 have no reason for believing that this is ascribable to any but natural causes. 

3. The Soomra census gives the number of males bom during the year as 
23, and of females 14. Of the male population, there is an increase of 13 in 
one Talooka, and an increase of 6 of the female population, also in one Talobka. 
There is a decrease of 5 in the male population of two Talookas, and of 8 in 
the female population of three Talookas. The number of Soomra females 
newly entered in these returns is one; 7 males and 5 females have left the 
country since the date of the last repbrt. The total male Soomra population 
is 529, and the female 360. The number of deaths during the year has been 
8 males and 12 females. 

4. The Jetwa census shoVs thdt 9 male and 13 female infants were born 
during the year of report, and gives an increase of 8 males in two Talookas, 
and of 7 females in three Talookas. One male is newly entered in these 
returns, and none of either sex have left any of the Talookas. The total 
male population of Jetwas is 253, and the female 155; 2 males and 6 females 
have died during the year of report. 

5. The census of the Mohwur Meeana population appears for the first time 
with the present returns, and its analysis is postponed till the preparation of 
the next and future ones allows opportunity of comparison. 

6. There have been no accusations of Infanticide during the year of report, 
nor have the censors in the course of their respective visitation tours found 
reason to suspect the perpetration of the crime in any one instance. 

7. It occurs to me that it would enhance the value of the periodical Infan* 
ticide returns, and, perhaps, add to theW efficacy as checks, if, besides showii^ 
the number of male and female births during each year, they also exhibited a 
register of infant deaths of the same period.^ At present the raster includes, 
without distinction, all deaths—of adults, of children, and of infants; but as it 
is a well*ascertained fact that the crime of Infimticide, when followed as a 
practice, is perpetrated almost invariably either upon newly-borh babes or upon 
ones of the very tep^etest age, it would be useful, I think, to possess statistics 
for drawing a comparison between the numbers of male and female babes who 
survive beyond their first year. I purpose, with the approval of Government, 
to embody this information in the next returns, and have issued the necessary. 
directions to all Native authorities concerned, and to the Government censors, 
when proceeding on their iuture tour of observation. 

8. In September la|H a meeting of lUjpoot Chiefii and Karbarees of this 
province, and a deputation from Kutch, accompanied by«Mr. Raikes, assem¬ 
bled at Rajkot, to discuss measures for the reduction of marriage expenses, 
and>to consider the advisability of introducing the practice of givjng daughters 
into ffimilies of the same nmk and position from which wiyes are received. 
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The reealt of ihis meeting, as is already known to Gorenmen^ was unsatis* 
factory, and I unhapi^y incurred severe censure for the abrupt and dictatorial 
course Mr. Raikes, to my surprise and disappointment, ascribed to me as what 
he understood I had contemplated. Subsequently, however, nidations have 
pa&ed between His Highness the Rao of Kutch and His Highness the 
Jam of Nowanuggur, forming the subject of a late correspondence with the 
Acting Politieal Agent at Bhooj, the issue of which I r^rd as highly grati¬ 
fying. The Jam, in a letter addressed to me for the purpose, had announced 
his earnest desire to cause a reduction of Rajpoot marriage expenses by every 
practi^ble means, and, as the most effectual arrangmnent to secure this reduc¬ 
tion, to recognise the principle of seeking alliances for daughters from fitmilies 
of the same rank from which wives are taken, if His Highness the Rao, his 
superior Jhareja prince, would sanction and countenance the practice. On 
Colonel Trevelyan communicating the contents of this letter to His Highness 
the Rao, the latter, without hesitation, promptly signified his decided assent, 
and, in conversation with Colonel Trevelyan on the subject, went so far as to 
distinctly avow his intention, when seeking future alliances for his family, to 
do so near home rather than at a distance. He declared that “ he would enjoin 
both his sons to follow the same course; for in Kattywar, for instance, where 
the customs :'ttd usages of the people were similar to those of Kutch, besides 
the saving of expense, much trouble and annoyance are avoided in arranging 
and concluding marriages; and the experience he has already had in the 
union of his daughter with the Edur Maharaja (who, though a Chief on a 
very small scale) convinced him of the advantage of keeping witliinwhat may 
be termed the legitimate range of country for the interchange of such mar¬ 
riages.*' I quote His '^ighness's words, as communicated to me by the 
Acting Political Agent. In signifying his assent, the Rao, moreover, sponta¬ 
neously referred to the very Yad which I had brought to the notice of Mr. 
Raikes, to explain the nature and <fegree of co-operation our Chiefs expected 
from His Highness when the assen^ly was convened for discussion in 
September; and it will not be wondered that this has caused me personally 
peculiar satisfaction, for 1 believe that could that Yad, which was unaccount¬ 
ably ignored. Have been adopted by the deputation, as dontaining tho real 
sentiments of their master, the result of the discussions would have been as 
pleasing as that which has attended my recent correspondence with Colonel 
Trevelyan. His Highness the Rao's determination in the matter of marriage 
alliances has now been communicated to all the principal Rajpoot Chiefs in 
Kattywar, by whom the reform has consequently been most gratefully and 
cordially welcomed, and thus the first, and what may be regarded as the 
crowning point in our efforts, has been attained. Minor details, to complete 
arrangements for tbc^eduction of the expenses of marriages amongst Rajpoots, 
can gradually be formed, and will meet with little obstacle or opposition ; for 
HI lUttywar s^h expenses have, by perceptible d^prees, been diminishing for 
some years pMt, and it has only been amoi^st toe more considerable Chiefii, 
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[nd above all in the family of the Jam, that they have continued to be very 
'excessive, caused almost exclusively by the ambition which prompted them to 
seek alliances for daughters, at whatever cost, in families of higher rank and 
position than their own. 

9. The account current of the Infanticide Fund shows a former balance^of 
Rs. 1,07,404-7-2, and the amount of receipts for the year now under notice 
is Rs. 5,257-3-8, making a total of Rs. 1,12,661-10-10. Payments for mar¬ 
riage expenses for Jharejas amount to Rs. 5,700, and for pay and batta to the 
Infanticide establishment to Rs. 1,613-4-7, making a total of Rs. 7,313-4-7, 
and leaving a balance in favour of the Fund at the close of the year 1854 of 
Rs. 1,05,348-6-3. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. T. Barr, 

Acting Political Agent. 

Kattywar Political Agencyj Rajkoty 23rd August 1855. 


Resolution hythe Ilonorahle Board, dated Ath September 1855. 

The Right Honorable the Governor in Council regrets that upon a review 
of the accompanying census returns of the Jhareja, Soomra, Jetwa, and Moh- 
wur Mecanas in Kattywar, he is not convinced that the progress of measures 
for the suppression of Infanticide in the year 1854 has been satisfactory. 

2. Except in the case of the Mohwur Meeanas, among whom the dispropor¬ 
tion between the male and female population appears to have been reduced to 
the extent of2*420 percent., the relative proportions of the sexes appear almost 
stationai’y since the close of the year 1853, while the excess of male over 
female Jharejas and Jetwas has only been reduced *066 and *664 per cent. 
In the case of the Soomras the excess h^s increased to the extent of 1*004 
per cent. 

3. Out of every hundred of each sex the deaths of Jhareja males have 
been 2‘254, females 2*617; Soomra mules l*47p, females 3*183; Jetwa males 
0*784, females 3*726 ; and Meeana males 2^*341, females 3*178. These dispro¬ 
portions, until explained by the local authority, leave room for the supposition 
tliat Infanticide in so^f form is still practised. 

4. While among' the Jharejas and Soomras the male births exceed those 
of female in the proportion of 12*236 and 24*322 per cent., it is some satisfac¬ 
tion to find, if the correctness of the returns can be depended on, that in the 
cases of the Jetwas and Meeanas this position is reversed, and the female 
births exceed those of the. male in the proportion of 18*182 and 8*912 per 
cent, respectively. 

5. The proposal in paragraph 7 of Captain Barr’s letter, to add to these 
retoms a register of -deaths of infants born in each year, is approved, and, in 
c^municatiqg this decision to the Acting Political Agen^ that'officer should 
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be requested to add, also, such an elaborate analysis of the returns in future a 
may obviate the necessity for subsequent explanation. 

6. On the subject of Jhareja marriage expenses it will suffice, at present, 
to refer the Acting Political Agent to the instructions conveyed to him in Go¬ 
vernment letter dated the 24th August, No. 3556 of 1855. The intelligence 
upon this subject, however, contained in Captain Barr’s letter, is very gratifying* 

7. The accounts of the Infanticide Fund appearing correct, may be recorded. 

(Signed) Elphinstonb. 

J. G. Lumsosn. 

Atk September 1855. A. Malet. 


Political Department. 

From Captain J. T. Barr, Acting Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To H. L. Anderson, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 23rd March 1854. 

Sir, —I have the honour to submit, for the instructions of Government, copy 
of a letter, with accompaniments, regarding a case of Female Infanticide 
amongst the iMohwurs at Mallia, which 1 addressed to Major Aston, when he 
was Acting Political Agent, and shall feel obliged by your informing me whether, 
in the present instance, pardon may be extended to the mother of the infants, 
for the reasons assigned in my letter alluded to. 1 have directed the attend¬ 
ance of the Chowuttias, and shall in a future communication report, for the 
approval of Government, the measures 1 propose to adopt for the suppression 
of the crime of Female Infanticide amongst the Mohwur class of Meeanas, 
throughout the province. 

2. If the Honorable Board coincide with me in my opinion of tlie merito¬ 
rious conduct of the Government Attachment Mehta who brought to the notice 
of the political authorities the cxisten<9e of this crime in the Mohwur commu¬ 
nity, 1 would humbly suggest that a gratuity of Rs. 100* be given to him 
from the Infanticide Fund, as a mark of approval. 

* I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. T. Barr, 

Camp GogOj 23rd March 1854. Acting Political Agent. 


From Captain J. T. Barr, Assistant Political Agent,* 

To the Acting Political Agent in Kattywar. 

Doled \ 3th Fehruary 1854. 

Sir, —Colonel l!ang, in a letter. No. 217 of 1853, dated 15th June of that 
year, directed me to prosecute the investigation of two cases of Female Infon- 

* This gratuity wai mnetioned Govenunent. 
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l^de, reported by the Government Attachment Mehta atationed at Mallia, 
. having a short time previously occurred amongst the Mohwors of that 
^ place, and the accompanying translated papers, which I have now the honour 
/ to submit for your consideration, bear upon one of these cases—that in which 
twin daughters were said to have been put to death. Inquiry is still in proi^ 
gress regarding the other, and, when it is matured, I shall do myself the honour 
of reporting the result.* I may add that, in that instance, I do not expect to 
obtain convicting proof. I bring the one under review separately to your notice 
in the present letter, because much delay has already arisen since the com¬ 
mencement of my investigation, occasioned by the great difficulty I have ex¬ 
perienced in procuring the attendance of parties summoned for examination to 
Rajkot, and by my having long waited for the arrival of the ffither of the de¬ 
ceased twins, who had absconded from Mallia, and for whose appearance the 
Chowuttias were held responsible. This man, unfortunately, was killed in an 
affray which in the mean time took place between him and other Mohwurs 
within the limits of the Moorvee Talooka. The information which I have eli¬ 
cited in this case leaves no doubt in my mind that the infants in question were 
purposely left to die, nourishment having been denied them by their mother • 
and I regret to add that the whole tenor of the evidence, supported, as it is, by 
the startling fact which the census, taken in accordance with Colonel Lang’s in¬ 
structions, discloses, of there being o^y 24 females in theMohwur community in 
Mallia, whilst the number of males is 94, convinces me that the crime of Female 
Infanticide must have been prevalent in the tribe. The trial and condemnation 
of one proved guilty of so heinous an offence would, I am aware, have a most 
salutary effect; but as the father, whom I consider in this case the chief 
criminal, is dead, I doubt whether it would serve any good purpose to bring 
the mother, who acted evidently at his suggestion, and, perhaps, under intimi¬ 
dation, to trial. The supposition that s^e had acted under such influence when 
bewildered and distracted after a recent confinement, a daughter of three or 
four years of age lying by her, suffering from s'.nall-pox, might, I think, be 
adduced as a reason for clemency being exten(^ed to her on the present occasion, 
and a solemn warning might be given, that in future a similar crime without 
fail would be visited with the severest penalty. The Chowuttias are ready to 
make any arrangement ypu may wish for its suppression, and, if the Infanti¬ 
cide Mehtas are direcizA to bring this tribe under their supervision, and the 
authorities of all places throughout the province, where Mohwurs are located, 
are obliged to furnish registers of births and deaths, the same as is already 
done with Jhareja (diHdren, we may, I believe, confidently expect that Female 
Infanticide amongst this class of Meeanas will ere long be extinguished. The 
Mehta who brought to our knowledge the existence amongst them of this 
crime, of which we had hitlfnrto had no suspicion, deserves ^much credit, and 
if some ^tuity were presented to him, it would, in my opinion, be worthily 

• ' * The result of ths further inquiry alluded to diowed that the charge was qpt susceptible 
proof. 
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bestowed, and would serve not only to mark our approval of his conduct, bu, 
also to show to the public in Kattywar the importance we attach to such 
information, and the anxiety we feel to put a stop to Female Inhmticide, in 
whatever caste it is foimd to prevail. 

I have the honour to be, &c, 

(Signed) J. T. Barr, 
Assistant Political Agent 

Barb Natheb, Wife of Mohwur Sanoanbba, age about ticentg-four years, 
deposes before Nurbeshumkur Hurbeshvnkur, AtUKhment Mehta of 
Mallia. 

On interrogation.—Twin daughters were born to me, and T, having no 
wish to preserve them, did not suckle them they survived one day and a half, 
and then died, and my husband buried* them in the enclosure. My eldest 
daughter at the time was suffering from the small-pox, and my being unable 
to take care of her was the cause for my not preserving them. The girls died 
one hour after each other. 'When they were born, my mother, and Hoora 
the midwife, only were present. In this there is no doubt, and what I have 
deposed to i^ correct. I did not administer opium to the infants, nor did I 
by any other means deprive them of life. I denied them suckle, and as it was 
not my wish to preserve them, why shomd I have suckled them? Neither 
my husband nor any one else advised me (to deprive them of life); I did so of 
my own wish. 

Dated Summt 1909, Bhadvrwa Vud bth (Thursday, 22nd September 1863 ) 
MalUa. 

Witnesses, (Signed) Bseb Nathee. 

Chowuttia Bhuteb Hajbe. * What is written above is true. 

Mohwur Purbhut Bhodha. ^ Written by Mehta Hbbra Dewjee, 

Mohwur Bhara Joomla. ^ request of Babe Natheb. 

JooMA Mepa Soora. 

Mehan Au Hussok. • 

f 

The above deposition, having this day been read to Baee Nathee in the pre* 
sence of Captain J. T. Barr, AcUng First Assistant Political Agent at Camp 
Balacheree, she states,— 

These twin daughters were bom about three hours after sunrise, and on 
the third day, about midday, they died; in the mean time I suckled them 
twice or thrice, which not being sufficient, they died. It was anciently 
the custom in my caste not to preserve daughters, but at the present time 
Infenticide is extinct My third daughter, who is at present with me, 
is three years olfl, and as she suffered severely from the small<^z, 
my time w'as taken up in attending upon her; I was therefore unable 
to suckle my other twin daughters; they consequently died. It was not 
my intention to destroy them, and, if the Attachment Mehta has above 
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ated so, I am not perfectly aware. My surviving daughter 1 suckled, and 
days prior to the birth of my twin daughters I weaned her. I had not 
sufRcient milk at the time, but to pacify her, I permitted her to suckle, but at 
present she gets sufficient suckle. At the birth of my twin daughters, my moth^ 
and a midwife only were present, and when they died no one else besides 
myself and husband were present. It is not customary to bury a child two or 
four days old in a graveyard, therefore none of my caste people or relations 
attended: The infants are buried in a Phullia or enclosure. At the time of 
my accouchement my surviving daughter was lying on the same cot with me. 


This deposition was given before the Mallia Attachment Mehta, and to which 
Purbhut Mohwur and Mepa Jalim are witnesses*; the latter are called into the 
presence of Nathcc, when they state that they are witnesses to the deposition 
given by Nathee before the Jupteedar, and they call upon her to give a true 
statement of the case before the Si^ar, when she replies that what she has 
deposed to in presence of the Jupteedar is true, and further states,^ 

It being my wish to preserve my eldest daughter, 1 suckled her, and not 
the other infants, when they were born, and consequently they died. 

Dated Sumvut 1910, Kartih Shoodh Qth (Wednesdayy %th November 1853J. 
The twin daughters were of the full period, nine months. 

^ (Signed) Nathee Mohwur, 
Witnesses, Wife of Sanganeea. 

Anundjee Wulubjee. What is written above is true. 

Mehta Suntookram Madowjee. (Signed) Mohwur Purbhut. 

Mepa Jalim Sooroo. 

What is written above is true. 


• 

On further interrogation.—After the twip daughters were born, I placed 
them on a separate small cot, as my e^iest daughter slept on the same cot 
with me; the cots were placed close together. The twin daughters were on 
one cot, and 1 constantly looked after them, but my not having suckled them, 
they died. ^ • 

Dated as above, 

1 am the married v4(e of Baj^ Kajeea, but I deserted him, and live with 
Sangun, and after my husband’s death T returned to Mallia, twelve months 
ago; until then I kept wandering about. 

The daughter now with me, and the deceased twin daughters, are Sangun’s. 
About five years ago Sangun eloped with me of my own free will. After the 
decease of my twin dangles my mother left off visiting my house; she never 
came when he was present/on account of my elopement vnth him. 

Dated as above, (Signed) Nathee. 

Witnesses, 

* Anundjee Wulubjee. 

SmnooKRAu Madowjee. 
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Base Hooka, Wifs of Raja Manuk, ag^ about forty yooen^ depotei hrfore tk 
MaVxa Attachment MehtUf Nubbbshunkur Hurbbshunkub. 

* On interrogation.—^The wife of Mohwur Sangun is my daughter, and at the 
tyne of her accouchement the eldest daughter was lying by her side, and suffer^ 
ing severely from the small-pox. At that time Sangun came to call me, and I 
went there, after which my daughter was delivered of twin daughters, end 
seeing that the eldest daughter was suffering, I immediately returned home. 
This was at midday; and in the evening I went to inquire after them, and 
found the new-born infants alive. I did not ^ain go there, but I Jieard in the 
town that they died on the third day. This much 1 know: 


On further interrogation.—The children were not suckled; they conse¬ 
quently died. 1 am not positively aware whether they died on the second or 
third day after birth. I state what 1 heard rumoured in the town. 

Dated Sumvut 1909, Bhadtarwa Vud 2nd {Tuesdayy 20th September 1853). 


Witnesses. 

Mohwur Purbhut Bhodha, 
Mohwur Nath a Meramun. 
Bhatbe Kajeb Keema. 
Mohwur Bhara Meramun. 
Jam Mepa Soora. 


(Signed) Babe Hoora. 
What is above written is true. 
Written by Mhao He bra Dewjeb, 
at the request of the above. 


Baee Hoora is called to the presence of Captain J. T. Barr, Acting First 
Assistant Political Agent, and the above deposition being read over to her, 
she confirms it. 

On interrogation.—I saw the twin daughters when they were bom but 1 
did not see them suckled by my daughter. I went first in the morning, and 
after me came the midwife; but when I went again in the evening, the mid¬ 
wife was not present. Nathee’s husband, Sangun, was at home both times I 
went. The third daughter of Nathee suffered severely from small-pox, and 
the mother, in the anxiety for her, was unable to attend to the twin daughters, 
from which they died; but, after giving birth, it is unlikely she would know¬ 
ingly destroy them. It was customary in my caste to commit Infanticide, 
but from the arrangemehts made the last twelve months, no one commits the 
crime. I am not aware who commits it. Would any woman kill her own 
offspring ? All women would not do so. Nathee was married to Kajeea 
Kaja, whom she deserted, and lived with Sangun. I consequently never 
unnecessarily spoke to them, but their eldest daughter having been very iU 
with the small-pox, 1 went to see her, but having no wish to remain there, 
I did not stop to attend upon their eldest daughter. 1 did not hear my 
daughter say that*she intended to destroy the in&nts; from her not having 
suckled them they died. 

Swrnma 19i0, Kartik Shoodh 9th {Wednesday, 9th November 1853J, Ctmp 


Bedaeheree, 


91 a 
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On further interrogation.—Sangun eloped with Nathee while Raje Kajeea 
' was alive, and twelve months after his death Sangun returned to Mallia. 

The twin daughters were by Sangun. It is now five years since Sangud 
eloped with Nathee, and they have now returned. I am not aware who ia* 
formed me of the death of these two infants. 1 heard that they died on the 
third day, at midday. 1 heard so on the day they died. They were of the 
full time, nine months. Their birth was not premature. 

Dated as above. 

Witnesses. (Signed) Base Hooka, 

Anundjee Witlubjee. Wife of Raja Manuk. 

SuNTOOKRAM Madowjee. What is above written is true. 

(Signed) J. T. Barb, 

Assistant Political Agent. 

e 

On further interrogation.—Both times I went to see the new-born infants 
they were on a cot, and the cot was close to Nathee's cot. 

Dated as above. 

Witnesses. (Signed) Bare Hoora, 

Anundjee Wuludjee. What is written above is true. 

SuNTOOKRAM MaDOWJEE. 


Baer Hoora, daughter of Muga Boosana, aged about fifty yenrs^ inhabitant 
of Malliaf states before the Mallia Attachment Mehta :— 

About one month ago, the wife of Mohwur Sangun Walanee having been 
labouring in child-birth, I was sent for, and I went, and on examining her 
found the child was crossways in the womb^; but I effected her confinement 
of twin daughters, and, having put them on a stool, called for water to bathe 
them, on which the mother said “ The infant| are- to be destroyed, therefore do 
not bathe them.’* I then said never to do such a thing, but if so, to give me 
one, and that I would suckle and bring it up, and adopt it as my daughter; 
but she refused, and I left the house and wdht away. The next day I went 
to make inquiries, when ^he told me that she had destroyed them. Thus it 
happened. I am a wid^, and a poor woman, and should 1 openly come 
forward, it would be difficult for me to live with the Meeanas; and such casea 
happen in many places. In the house of Mohwur Vera’s son, Mala,, about 
one and a half months ago, an infant daughter met a similar fate. 

JSumvut 1909, ChuUru Vvd, \2th (Wednesday^ 1853^. 

fs 

Baee BHoora is this day called into the presence of Captain Barr,, Actings 
First Assistant Political Agent, at Camp Balacheree, and, theaboveAepoaitkHa 
l^ing he^en reqd over to hqr, she states,—That whatJa written qf. tha iftfilBts 
liinDg been murdered is false, as .1 did not say that she would deatmif them. 
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She me not to wtsh them, ee she knew whet to do with chiidren born t 
her. So saying, I suspected she would destroy them. Amongst the Mehanas, 
this crime is greatly prevalent, on account of daughters of their own free will 
elojnng with other men ; hence the cause of Infanticide. But since the Go¬ 
vernment Mehta has come here, all are deterred from committing the Clime, 
and arrangements having been made to prevent the commission of it, it Is not 
now committed. 

On interrogation.—I did not see the womipi suckle her iniants ; the small 
cot was close to the large one. Knowing the custom of the Meeanas, I was 
suspicious that she would destroy her inputs ; it was therefore 1 asked her for 
one of them, when she replied no one would part with her offspring. When 
the Jupteedar sent for me, 1 then became aware that she had destroyed her 
infants. I forget who told me so. 1 was ignorant at first as to whether they 
died, or whether they were destroyed. Net having, according to the custom of 
the Meeanas, allowed the infants to be bathed, 1 therefore suspect they may 
have been destroyed. Having confined her of twin daughters, I left them 
alive, and went home. All do not commit Infknticide, for 1 have three 
daughters. They were of the full period, nine months, and their birth was 
not prematur>'. 

Sumvut 1910, Kartik Shoodh \ \th( Friday, 1 HA November 1863J. 
Witnesses. '(Signed) Hoora, 

SuNTooKKAM Maoowjee. Daughter of Muga Boosa. 

Mohwur Pubbhut Bhodha. What is written above is true. 

Jam Mbpa Sooba. 

(Signed) J. T. Barr, 

Assistant Political Agent. 

On interrogation.—Mohwur Stftigun was at home at the time of her con¬ 
finement. At the time of accouchemcht no male person comes near the cot, 
but he (Sangun) was in the housC. 

Dated as above, j (Signed) Hoora, 

Witnesses. '> Daughter of Muga Boosa. 

Mohwur Pubbhut. (Signed) J. T. Barr, 

Jam Mepa Sooba. Assistant Political Agent. 

Political Dbpabtmbnt. 

From H. L. Arbbbson, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To Captain J. T. Barr, First Assist. Pol. Agent in Kattywar, in chaise. 

D<Ued 8fA April 1854. 

Sift,-*-'*! Bi^ directed by the Right Honorable the Goremor in Oouadl to 
acknowledge tlm receipt of your letter, with mttclosures, dated the 29rd idtiflto. 
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In reply, 1 am desired to inform you, that as it is essential Cb the sup* 
|>res8ion of the crime of Infanticide that every case clearly established should 
be followed by punishment. His Lordship in. Council does not consider it 
prudent, even under the circumstances explained by you, to extend pardon to 
the Mohwur female, Baee Nathee. * 

3. ' I have therefore to request that this female’s trial before the Court of 
CriminalJustice for Kattywar, as directed in Mr. Chief Secretary Malet’s 
letter No. 2892, dated the 6th July last, be proceeded with, and to inform you 
that, in the event of her conviction before that tribunal, any mitigating cir* 
cumstances can be considered in awarding punishment. 

4. I have further to inform you that after this, and the other case* now 
pending, have been fully disposed of, Government will be prepared to consi¬ 
der the proposal of a reward of its. 100 to the Attachment Mehta who disco¬ 
vered these cases of Infanticide. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) H. L. Anderson, 

Bombay CastUf ^th April 1854. Acting Secretary to Government. 


From Captain J. T. Barr, Acting Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To H. L. Anderson, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated Rajkot, 14fA July 1854. 

Sir, —I have the honour to inform you that the Mohwur female, Baee 
Nathee, was tried on the 12th instant before the Court of Criminal Justice for 
Kattywar on a charge of Infanticide, in accordance with the instructions con¬ 
veyed in the 3rd paragraph of your letter of the 8th of April last. 

2. Putwaree, the Karbareeof Saela, and three Chiefs, one of them a Jhareja, 

sat as assessors, and the evidence adduced was so clear that they at once found 
the prisoner guilty j^ut, on weighing the circumstances elicited, they were of 
opinion that she had left her newly bom twin infants to die from want of 
nourishment in obedience to the command*of her husband, who they consi¬ 
der to have been the greater culprit, and that ahe did so when she herself was 
in a state of bewilderul<$nt, with an elder girl seriously ill from smaU-pox on 
the bed at the time, and no female relative or friend by to support or advise. 
They have, therefore, passed the lenient sentence of one year’s ordinary impri¬ 
sonment upon her, and, in doing so, they expressed a hope that I would bring 
her case to the.notice of the Right Honorable the Governor in Council, with 
tile view of pardon being, ^jpossible, extended to. her, or of some portion of 
her imprisonment being remitted. ^ 

3. The Chowuttids'ofMallia attended this Court, as did all the Chiefs and 
Grasias who are at present at Rajkot, and the open trial and condemnation of 
the woman will have an e£^ct in putting a stop to the crime of ^hich she has 
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been found guilty, which would not, I believe, be lessened if Governme. 
for the reasons set forth by the assessors, are inclined to exercise demenc^ 
towards her. ^ 

4. She depends upon her own labour for a livelihood, and as no provision, 
€ould be made for her little girl during the mother’s imprisonment, I have been 
obliged to incarcerate both together. 

o. I have not troubled Government with translations of the evidence in 
this case, as it is in substance similar to that contained in the summary which • 
accompanied my letter to you, No. 216, dated 16th of June last. 

6. From all that has been elicited, and from the census lately taken of the 
Mohwur community, the fact of Female Infanticide having been to a very 
considerable extent practised by this class of Meeanas is clearly established. 
Their unwillingness to give daughters in marriage to men of other tribes of 
Meeanas has, 1 am told, been the cause of a crime of which, as fSur as I am 
aware, they were never suspected, till the cases lately brought to our notice 
by the Government Attachment Mehta at Mallia came under investigation. 

7. The Chowuttias have now passed a solemn engagement to discontinue 
the practice, and the Infanticide censors have been directed to keep an 
accurate census of all tribes of Meeanas, in the same form as that submitted 
annually to 'Government of Jharejas, Jetwas, and Soomras, to which it will be 
added as a supplement. 

I have the honour to be, kc. 

(Signed) J. T. Barb, 

Acting Political Agent. 

Kattywar Political Agency^ Rajkotf \^th July 1854. 


^ Political Dbpabtmbnt. 

, From H. L. Anderson, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To Captain J. T. Barr, Acting Political Agent in kattywar. 

^ Dated %th August 1854. 

Sir, —I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
14th ultimo, reporting the trial and conviction, before the Court of Criminal 
Justice for Kattywar, of a Mohwur female named Baee Nathee, on a chaige 
of Infanticide. 

2. The Court has sentenced the prisoner to one year’s ordinary imprison¬ 
ment, but, for the reasons given in your letter, recommends that she may be 
pardoned, or that a portion of the sentence may be remitted. The Right 
Honorable the Governor in Council is unable to accede to this recom¬ 
mendation. You should recollect that Infanticide is murder,” and that no 
enlightened Government can permit the perpetrator of murder j^jf apprehended, 
to escape without punishment. 

3. The^t, too, stated in the 6th paragraph of your letter, that die 
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Be of Infanticide is eztenaively practised among the tribe to which Ikt 

_Boner belongs, constitutes a strong argument against any remissioa of the 

Sentence parsed upon her,—a sentence which His Lordship in Couneil cannot 
but tliink a very lenient one. 

4. The sentence should, therefore, be carried out against the prisoner; bdt 
the ** elder girl” should not be incarcerated with her mother. In the 
Regulation Provinces, a child at the breast may be allowed to remain with the 
mother in prison, but not children of an age whose minds are likely to suffer 
from the contaminating society of a jail. Some relation will doubtless take 
chaige of the girl during her mother’s confinement. 

5. If this girl require medical treatment, she may be placed in the Civil 
Hospital at Rajkot until her health is restored. 

6. Referring to youi:.^Ja8t paragraph, 1 am instructed to state that the in¬ 
formation therein contained is satisfactory. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) H. L. Anderson, 

Bombay Castlef 8<7t August 1854. Secretary to Government. 


Political Department. 

From Captain J. T. Barr, Acting Political Agent in Kattywar, 

To H. L. Anderson, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated 5th June 1855. 

Sir, —I have the honour to submit, for the information of Government, the 
translation of a letter I haw received from his Highness the Jam of Nowa- 
nuggur, and the copy of one with which I forwarded it to the Acting Political 

Agent in Kutch. ^ 

2. Ambitious alliances have been the great cause of extravagant expendi¬ 
ture in Rajpoot marrii^es in Kattywar, and I tlu efore regard the approval 
the Jam has signified of the proposal to give daughters into the same families 
from which wives are taken as a very important <step towards the attainment 
of the object we have in view. 

3. His Highness the Rqp of Kutch and the Jam having now no unmarried 
daughters, I believe the'^^resent to be a favourable opportunity for securing 
their assent to the principle for the formation of marriage alliances which It is 
so desirable to introduce ; and if the principle be recognised by these two 
leading Jharejas, the reform aimed at will spe^ily be effected, in ae fiur as all 
Ae considerable Rajpoot Chiefb in this province are concerned. 

I have the honour to be, &;c. 

(Signed) jf. T. Babb» 

Acting Political Agent 

JCatiywar PoHiUkil Ayeiuy, Cmp BsUoffherw, </ims 1866» 
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From Captain J. T. Babb, Abting Political Agent in Kattjwar, 

To Lieutenant Colonel Tbsyeltan, Acting Political Agent in Kuteh. 

* Dated 31et ifay 1$55. 

BiBf-^I have much eatisfaction in forwarding, for your ^nforackatioo, the cof 
of a letter I have received from His Highness the Jam of Nowanmggur, in whk 
he declares his anxiety for the reduction of marriage expenses, and announdcSi 
his desire to recognise the principle of giving daughters into the same Ri^poot 
families from which wives are now received, provided his superior Jhare^a 
prince. His Highness the Rao of Kutch, will sanction and coontenanee the 
practice. His Highness the Jam being the leading Rajpoot Chief in this 
province, all the others are prepared to follow his example, and will cordially 
enter into any arrangements which may be considered best calculated for the 
attainment of the desired reduction. 1 consequently regard the announcement 
now made by the Jam as an important step towards the object in view, for the 
great difficulty hitherto in Knttywar has been to persuade him and the other 
principal Chiefs to consent to forego ambitious alliances, and to curtail ex¬ 
penses incurred thereby, the inferior Rajpoot Grasias and landholders having, 

' for some time past, very generally given daughters into families from which they 
have taken wives, and having been checked in extravagance by the inquiry which 
is always ini,ututed to a|certaiti the rank and standing of the contracting parties, 
as a standard by which the amount of aid from the Infanticide Fund paid to 
defray the marriage expenses is calculated. If you will, therefore, kindly 
favour me in return with His Highness the Rao’s wishes on this subject, and 
with su^estions from yourself, my most hearty co-operation is ready in form¬ 
ing, as circumstances may dictate, a general system to complete the reform we 
in common so earnestly desire to intro||uce. 

• 1 have the honour to be, Ac. 

• (Signed) J. T. Babb, 

• Acting Political Agent 

Kattyxear Political Agency^ Camp Balacherei, ^\st Mag 1855. 


From Jam Shbee Vbebajeb, Chief of Nowanuggur,. 

To Captain J. T. Babb, Acting Political Agent. 

After compliments.—My reason for writing is as follows:—With all Raj¬ 
poots, high and low, it is customary to seek alliances for daughters in families 
superior to that of the ftithers of the brides, and Chiefs of rank are thua pufc to, 
great expense in giving daughters to others who are above them. Colonel 
Lang, on the part Government, has often advised us, for the purpose of 
aveidiag this expense, to give daughters into the same families from-which we 
4dte wivetj 8^'you, aftewhavihg repeated this ad vim on severaloccasions, have 
asked me to weigh and oamidec i* wislL tmrspyf I havd^ state that the 
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of H myself; but of us Jharejds the leading one is the Ri|o Sfaree,* b^des 
v|^h, Ite IB my superior prince; there^re, if the Rao Shree will consent to 
dounten^Dce the^anungetacnt, jt will at once be introduced, but otherwise 
change can be eff<*cted by me. 

SurntnU 1911 , Jesht Skoodh lAth, Bbodvaar (20th May 1866J. 

« 01 (True copy and translation) 

f (Signed) J. T. BARtf, 

k ^ \ Acting Political A] 


Political 
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If 

From H. L. Andbrsok, Esq., Secretary to GoTemment, Bombay# ^ 

T)o Limit. Colonel H. W. Trrtbltar, Actmg Political Agent in Knt<dfc^l ^ 

, Bated! 8th •r*i$uss. 

Sir,—T he Acting Politicat Agent in Kattywar has submitted to Govent* 
ment a copy of hn letter to your address, No. 133f dated the 31#! ultimo, 
enclosing for yotfr IGifmrmation the translation of a commi nu tion to his 
address from the Jam of Nowanuggur, relative to the reduction of ihai^|m| 
maniage expenses. 

2. With refermice to the ahoxe communication from Captain Barr, I am 
directed to inform you that the Right Honorable the Governor in CoiuicU will 
await the receipt of your report upon tUe important subject therein alluded to, 
and at the same time to express the very earnest desire of Government that 
^ISis Hip^ness the Rao will efficiently co-opeiadi in making arrangements by 
which the object of wcilitating the marriage of Jhareja daughters, and dimi* 
nishing their man^ige expenses, may be attained* 

. I li^vd foe honour to be, Ac* , 

. * (Signed) H. L. Abubrsok, 

S$ie 6 ay CatUe, Jwm 1965. Secretary to Government, 
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PHUTIOAL 0BPARTIIXIfT. 

Adin Lfout. Col. H. If * ttanmYAv, Acting Politicat Agent in Rutch, 
Hi L* ANDBRiOlb Seetetary to Government, Bombay. 

do myteif dbi hotionr of forwariling^ for foe infonnuMlm 
your littpf of fo# ISfo vitimp> Bo. 2S$£i^oo|$ 

r #'*BliaiMbiifosltaoofKmfo. 
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